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“  RESOLVED 

B\  trie  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  affembled,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  be 
authorized  and  directed,  to  fubfcribe,  on  Inch  terms  as  they  may 
deem  eligible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre¬ 
fentatives,  for  four  hundred  Copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congrefs, 
which  are  propofed  to  be  publifhed  by  Richard  Folwell,  and 
fuch  number  of  copies  of  different  volumes  of  the  fets  now  in 
print,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  complete  the  fame. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives • 

JAMES  ROSS,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore . 

Approved,  March  2d,  1799  : 

JOHN  ADAMS,  President 
of  the  United  States •” 


John  Hanson,  Esq. — One  of  our  particular  sub¬ 
scribers,  with  whose  notions  we  sometimes  agree 
suggests  that,  while  correcting  the  ‘'mistakes”  o! 
other  people,  we  should  take  care  to  be  correct 
ourselves;  and  that  John  Hanson,  Esq.,  whose  por¬ 
trait  was  burned  with  the  Library  of  Congress  did 
not  “die  in  Philadelphia  in  1783  or  1784  while 
President  of  Congress.”  Mr.  Hanson  was’elected 
President  of  Cong  ess,  as  appears  by  the  Journal, 
on  the  oth  of  November,  1781,  and  in  consequence 
ol  id  health,  resigned,  and  on  the  4th  of  November 
1782,  Elias  Boudinot,  Esquire,  was  elected  in  his 
place.  The  thanks  of  Congress  were  then  voted  to 
Mr.  Hanson,  who  was  present.  ~J) 


V  .  Jcr .  5/, 


I  - - 

Mistake  Corrected. — In  a  recent  editorial  in 

the  National  Intelligencer,  in  reference  to  the  fire 
at  the  Capitol,  it  was  stated  that  among  the  por¬ 
traits  burnt,  was  one  of  “Judge  Hanson,  of  Mary¬ 
land,  presented  to  the  United  States  Library  by 
his  family.”  This  is  a  mistake,  according  to  the 
representation  of  R.  H.  Weightman,  Esq.,  who,  in 
a  note  to  the  editor  of  the  paper  named,  says,  that 
the  painting  burned  was  a  likeness  of  “John  Han¬ 
son,  who  died  in  Philadelphia  in  17S3  or  1784, 
while  President  of  Congress.  He  never  was  a 
Judge.  The  picture  was  presented  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  by  Judge  Charles  W.  Hanson,  of  Maryland.” 
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Monday ,  November  4,  1782. 


("Mr. 

J  Mr. 
[Mr. 


The  following  members  attended,  from 

Mr.  John  Taylor  Gilman, 

Mr.  Phillips  White. 

Mr.  Samuel  Ofgood. 
r  Mr.  Jonathan  Arnold, 
j  Mr.  David  Howell. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Huntington, 

Mr.  Eliphalet  Dy  er. 

Mr.  James  Duane, 

Mr.  Ezra  L’Hommedieu. 

Mr.  Elias  Boudinot, 

Mr.  John  Witherfpoon. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith, 

*.  George  Clymer, 

Henry  Wynkoop. 

C  Mr.  Thomas  M’Kean, 
j  Mr.  Samuel  Wharton. 
rMr.  John  Hanfon, 

J  Mr.  Daniel  Carroll, 

(  Mr.  William  Hemfley. 

Mr.  James  Madifon, 

Mr.  Theodorick  Bland. 

Mr.  Abner  Nafh, 

Hugh  Williamfon, 

William  Blount. 

‘Mr.  John  Rutledge, 

1  Mr.  Ralph  Izard, 

|  Mr.  David  Ramfay, 

[_Mr.  John  Lewis  Gervais. 

Their  credentials  being  read,  the  hates  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of 
a  prefident  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

The  hon.  Elias  Boudinot  was  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Izard, 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  the  hon.  John 
Hanfon,  late  prefident  of  Congrefs,  in  teftimony  of  their  approbation 
of  his  conduct  in  the  chair,  and  in  the  execution  of  public  bufinefs. 
On  the  report  of  the  fecretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  refpe£ting  the  North-Carolina  troops  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  commander  of  the  fouthern  army  be  inllru&ed, 
to  retain,  in  the  public  fervice,  fo  many  of  the  late  18  months’  drafts, 
Vol.  VIII.  B 


Ne  xu- Ha  mpsb  i  r 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-York , 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 

Maryland , 

. Virginia , 

North-Carolina , 


South -Carolina^ 
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of  the  date  of  North-Carolina,  as  he  fliall  think  the  public  fafety  may 
require  ;  and  that  a  proportionate  number  of  officers  fliall  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  full  pay,  for  the  command  of  thofe  troops,  while  they  are  in 
the  field,  the  refolution  of  the  7th  of  Auguft  notwithdanding  ;  and 
that  they  then  retire  on  the  fame  principles  or  emoluments  on  which 
they  would  have  retired  had  not  the  operation  of  the  laid  refolve  been 
fufpended. 


eTuEsnA7‘.>  November  5,  1782. 


On  motion  ol  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ofgood, 

Resolved ,  That  all  committees  appointed  by  the  lad  Congrefs,  and 
having  bulinels  before  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
proceed  in  the  fame,  and  that  they  make' report  as  foon  as  may  be. 

1  he  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  were  read;  by 
which  it  appears,  that  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  council  and  affembly 
at  Trenton,  on  the  30th  of  October,  1782,  the  hon.  E.  Boudinot,  A. 
Clark,  J.  Elmer,  S.  Condidt  and  Frederick  Frelinghuyfen,  were  elec¬ 
ted,  and  any  two  or  more  of  them  empowered  to  reprefent  and  vote  in 
behalf  of  that  date  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
from  the  5th  of  November,  1782,  to  the  5th  of  November,  1783,  un- 
lefs  a  new  appointment  {hall  fooner  take  place. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war,  lay  before  Congrefs,  as  foon  as 
maybe,  a  particular  date  of  the  invalid  corps. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr. 
Bland,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  to  whom  were 
referred  a  letter  of  the  16th  of  September  lad,  from  governor  Clin¬ 
ton,  a  depolition  of  Joel  Bigelow,  and  a  memorial  of  Charles  Phelps, 
with  fundry  paper  therein  enclofed  and  referred  to  : 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con¬ 
fiding  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Livermore  and 
Mr.  Law,  as  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  17th  of  April  lad  ;  and 
the  refolution  propofed  by  this  committee  being  read  and  debated, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dyer,  to  pod- 
pone  the  confideration  of  the  refolution  propofed  by  the  committee, 
in  order  to  confider  the  following  propodtion  : 

u  That  the  preliminary  required  of  the  people,  inhabiting  the  ter¬ 
ritory  called  Vermont,  by  a  refolve  of  the  20th  Augud,  1781,  as  in- 
difpenfably  neceffary  to  the  recognition  of  their  independence,  has 
been  complied  with  on  their  part.’' 

A  divifion  was  called  for,  and  on  the  quedion  to  podpone  the  con¬ 
fideration  of  the  refolution  propofed  by  the  committee,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duane, 


Nero- Ha  mpsbire , 

Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

qy 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

ay  I 

Mr.  Howell , 

*y\ 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Huntington , 

ay? 

Mr.  Dyer , 

qy 

* 

°y 


ay 
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New-York, 

New -Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

» 

Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia, 

North ‘Carolina 
South ‘Carolina, 


Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L'  Homme  dicv 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  McKean, 

Mr.  Wharton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  He  ms  ley, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Nash, 

Mr.  Blount, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais , 


no 


ay 


ay 


no 

no 
no 

aJ 

qy 

av 

•r 

ay 

ay  £  divided • 
no 

no 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay  \ay 
ay 


divided . 


i 

,\ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Thursdat,  November  7,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mu 
Ofeood,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Boudinot  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom 
Were  referred  the  letter  of  19th  of  Auguft  from  the  commander 
in  chief,  the  report  of  a  committee  thereon,  and  motions  or  Mr.  Wil- 
liamfon  and  Mr.  Rutledge  relative  thereto,  and  alfo  another  letter  of 
the  25th  of  October,  from  the  commander  in  chief,  with  a  copy  of  a 
letter  to  him  from  the  count  de  Vergennes,  dated  29th  of  July  lad, 

interceding  for  captain  Afgill :  1  .  , 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby  direc¬ 
ted  to  fet  captain  Afgill  at  liberty. 

Frida t,  November  8,  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madifon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dyer, 

Resolved ,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  indruTed  to  call,  in  the 
mod  pointed  terms,  on  the  Britiffi  commander  at  New-York,  to  fulfil 
his  engagement  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  1 3th  day  of  Augud  lad, 
“  to  make  further  inquifition  into  the  murder  of  captain  Huddy,  and 
to  pur fue  it  with  all  the  effed  which  a  due  regard  to  judice  will  admit.” 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McIvean,  ieconded  by  Mr.  Duane,  m 

the  words  following  :  . 

u  To  prevent  any  mifeondruefion  which  might  ante  from  the  pre¬ 
ceding  refolutions  of  Congrefs  : 

Be  it  declared,  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  the  commander  m 
chief  or  the  commander  of  a  feparate  army,  is,  in  virtue  of  the  powers 
veded  in  them  refpedively,  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  when¬ 
ever  the  enemy  {hall  commit  any  ad\  of  cruelty  or  violence  contrary 
to  the  laws  or  ufage  of  war,  to  demand  adequate  fatisfadion  for  the 
fame,  and  in  cafe  fucli  fatisfaaion  ffiall  not  be  given  in  a  reafonable 
or  limited  time,  or  ffiall  be  refufedor  evaded  under  any  pretence  what¬ 
ever,  to  caule  fuitable  retaliation  to  be  forthwith  made,  and  the  Tin¬ 
ted  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  will  fupport  them  in  fuch  me  aim  eu 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  fcconded  by  Mr.  White,  to 
poltpone  the  confideration  of  the  motion. 

And  on  the  queftion  for  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being-  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Blount,  5 


Ne  w- Ha  mpsbi  r  e , 

Massachusetts, 
Rbode-lsland , 

Connecticut , 
New-York, 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 


Delaware, 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 
North-Car  olina , 
South-Car  alina , 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Dyer , 

Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L'  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Smith , 

Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  McKean, 

Mr.  Wharton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Hemsley , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Blount , 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard , 


fly 


divided . 


no 


?zo  [>  * 

no*\ 

ay  y  no 

no  J 

no  7 
y  no 

no  y 

no 


no 


no 


no 


Mr.  Gervais , 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Madi- 
fon,  to  ftrike  out  the  preamble. 

And  on  the  queftion,  fhall  it  hand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  reouir- 
ed  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  x 

Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Dyer, 


New- Ha  m psb  i  re, 

Massachusetts , 
Rbode-lsland , 


ay 


no 


Connecticut, 
New-York , 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr.  Duane ,  ay") 

Mr.  jL* Hommedieu,  ay§ 


Mr.  Boudinot 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clymer, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 
Mr.  McKean, 
Mr.  Wharton, 
Mr.  Carroll , 
Mr.  Hemsley, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 


ay  )>  * 

} 


fly 


ay 
ay 
ay 

f  divided • 
no 

ay 

ay 

h0  ?  divide  do 


ay 
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North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

ay 

Mr.  Blount, 

ay 

South-Carolina , 

Mr.  Rutledge, 

ay 

Mr.  Izard, 

ay 

Mr.  Gervais, 

ay 

?  °y 


0 

v\ 

■  j 


ay 


ay 


no 


So  the  queftion  being  loft,  the  preamble  was  (truck  out. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McKean,  feconded  by  Mr.  Duane,  to 
introduce  the  declaration  with  the  following  preamble  : 

u  To  prevent  any  mifconftrudion  which  may  arife  from  the  refo- 
lution  direding  captain  Afgill  to  be  fet  at  liberty.” 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  thereto,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White, 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L’Hommedieu, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  Wynkoop , 

Mr.  HP  Kean, 

Mr.  Wharton, 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  He  ms  ley, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Blount, 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Geiwais, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Blount, 


New-Hampshire , 

Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut , 
New-York, 

JSfew- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware , 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North -Carolina, 
South -Carolina, 


ay 


ay 

divided • 


j. 

New- Hampshire, 

Mr. 

Gilman, 

ay' 

V  // 1 

Mr. 

White, 

no 

(  Cv  V  < 

Massachusetts, 

Mr. 

Osgood , 

ay 

>  * 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Arnold, 

no 

Mr. 

Howell, 

ay 

>  CUV 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Dyer , 

ay 

V  * 

l  ay 

New -York, 

Mr. 

Duane, 

ay 

Mr. 

Lf  Hommedieu, 

ay 

New-Jersey, 

Mr. 

Boudinot , 

ay 

>  * 

1 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Smith , 

ay 

Mr. 

Clymer , 

ay 

V  ay 

«A 

Mr. 

Wynkoop, 

ay 

) 

lo 
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Delaware, 

Mr.  McKean, 

ay 

Mr.  Wharton , 

ay 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

ay 

Mr.  Hemsley , 

ay 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Madison , 

ay 

Mr.  Bland , 

ay 

North-Carol  ina. 

Mr.  Williamson , 

ay 

Mr.  Blount , 

ay 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

ay 

Mr.  Izard , 

ay 

Mr.  Gervais, 

ay 

was  refolved  in 

the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


To  prevent  any  mifconftruftion  which  may  arife  from  the  refolu- 
tion  directing  captain  Afgill  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  be  it  declared,  and 
it  is  hereby  declared,  that  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commander  of 
a  feparate  army,  is,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  veiled  in  them  reflective¬ 
ly,  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  whenever  the  enemy  fhall  com¬ 
mit  any  aft  of  cruelty  or  violence  contrary  to  the  laws  or  ufage  of 
war,  to  demand  adequate  iatisfadtion  for  the  fame  ;  and  in  cafe  fuch 
fatisfaction  fhall  not  be  given  in  a  reafonable  or  limited  time,  or  Ihali 
be  refufed  or  evaded  under  any  pretence  whatever,  to  caufe  fuitable 
retaliation  to  be  forthwith  made  ;  and  the  United  States  iu  Congrefs 
affembled,  will  fupport  them  in  fuch  meafures. 

Tuesdat ,  November  12,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr. 
Izard,  Mr.  Bland  and  Mr.  Duane,  appointed  to  confider  and  report 
the  mod  juft  and  practicable  means  of  reducing  the  expenditures  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  refpefting  colonel  Humphreys  : 

Resolved ,  That  a  commiflion  of  lieutenant-colonel  iffue  to  David 
Humphreys,  one  of  the  aids-de-camp  to  the  commander  in  chief,  to 
bear  date  from  the  23d  of  June,  1780. 

Whereas  no  provilion  has  been  made  by  Congrefs  for  the  geogra¬ 
phers  to  the  armies  of  the  United  States  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  geographer  to  the  main  army,  and  the  geogra¬ 
pher  to  the  fouthern  department,  be  each  of  them  allowed  60  dollars 
per  month,  three  rations  per  day,  forage  for  two  faddle  horfes,  one  two- 
horfe  covered  waggon,  6^  dollars  per  month  for  a  fervant,  for  whom 
they  fhall  be  entitled  to  draw  one  ration  per  day,  and  the  clothing  al¬ 
lowed  to  a  private  foldier. 

That  the  aftidant  geographers,  if  fuch  officers  fhall  be  judged  ne- 
ccfiary  by  the  commander  in  chief,  be  allowed  30  dollars  per  month, 
one  ration  per  day,  and  forage  for  one  faddle  horfe. 

That  when  chain-bearers  fhall  be  employed,  not  being  foldiers,  they 
fhall  each  be  allowed  half  a  dollar  per  day. 

TiiURSDATy  November  14,  1782. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Ofgood  and  Mr. 
Howell,' to  whom  was  referred  part  of  the  report  of  a  committee  on 
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governor  Clinton’s  letter  of  the  16th  of  September,  and  petitions  of 
Charles  Phelps,  William  Shattuck  and  Henry  Evans  ;  report, 

That  the  meai'ures  complained  of  in  the  papers  above- mentions  , 
were  probably  occafioned  by  the  date  of  New-York  having  lately  .fiu- 
ed  commiffions,  both  civil  and  military,  to  perfons  refident  in  the  dil- 
tria  called  Vermont  ;  and  therefore  the  committee  fubmit  the  loltow- 

ing  refolves  :  . 

1ft.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  date  of  New-York  to  revoke 

all  commiffions,  either  civil  or  military,  which  have  been  iffued  by  the 
faid  date  fince  the  month  of  may  lad,  to  perfons  redding  in  the  didrift 
called  Vermont,  as  defcribed  in  the  refolves  of  the  7th  and  20th  ot 

Augud,  1781. 

2d.  Thafit  be  recommended  to  the  perfons  exerciting  the  powers 
of  government  within  the  laid  didri£t,  to  make  full  and  ample  fatii- 
fadlion  to  Charles  Phelps,  William  Shattuck  and  Henry  Evans,  and 
to  all  others  in  a  fimilar  predicament,  for  the  damages  which  they  have 
fudained  in  perfon  and  property,  in  confequence  oi  the  meaiuies  ta¬ 
ken  againd  them  in  the  laid  didrnft,  and  to  buffer  them  to  return  to 
their  habitations,  and  to  remain  unmoleded  in  the  didiitf  afoiefaid. 

3d.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  date  of  New-York,  and  to  the 
perfons  exercidng  the  powers  of  government  within  the  didrict  afore - 
faid,  to  adhere  to  the  recommendations  of  Congrefs  contained  in  their 
refolve  of  September  24,  1779,  until  a  decifion  Ihall  be  had  by  Con¬ 
grefs  on  the  fubjeft  referred  to  them  by  the  faid  date  of  New-York 
and  the  faid  didrift  of  Vermont. 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  fird  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Duane, 


Massachusetts ,  Mr.  Osgood ,  ay  [>  * 

Rbode-Island ,  Mr.  Arnold,  ay  \ 


Mr.  Howell ,  ay 

Mr.  Duane ,  no 

Mr.  L’Hommedieu ,  no 


ay 


no 


Ncw-Jersey , 
Delaware , 


Maryland , 


Mr.  Madison ,  no  J>  # 


Virginia , 
Nortb-Carolina 


Soutb-Carolina 


So  the  quedion  was  lod. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  L’Hom¬ 
medieu,  that  the  fecond  refolve  be  committed;  and,  on  the  quedion 
for  commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


Ik 


Massachusetts , 
Rbode-Islandy 


New -Tor  ky 


New-Jerseyy 
Delaware , 


Maryland , 


Virginia , 
North-Carolina , 


Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr*  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L'Hommedieu , 

Mr.  Boudi  not , 

Mr.  McKean, 

Mr.  Wharton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Hemsley , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Blount , 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais , 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  M<Kean,  feconded  by  Mr.  Duane, 
that  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed,  on  which  the  veas  and 
u~: - vr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  JVhitey 
Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’Hommedieuy 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
M  r.  M^K early 
Mr.  Whartony 
Mr.  Car  roily 
Mr.  Ilemsley'y 
Mr.  Madisony 
Mr.  Williams  on , 

Mr.  Blounty 
Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais, 


nays  being  required  by  Mi 
New- Ha  mjbsh  irey 


MassachuscttSy 

Rbode-Islandy 


New-Torky 


New-Jerseyy 
Delaware , 


Mary  l  an  dy 


Virginia , 

JVb  r  /  /6  -  r  0/ /w  , 


CV  > 
no 
no 
ay 
ay_ 
ay  }> 

qy 

fly  J> 
qy 


qy 


«y 

ay 


South -Carolinay 


ay 

no 

ay 

ay 


ay 


} 


ay 


So  the  queftion  was  loft,  whereupon  an  adjournment  was  called  for 


and  agreed  to. 


Mon  DA  Ty  November  18,  1782. 

Mr.  Fitzfimmons  and  Mr.  Peters,  two  delegates  for  Pennfylvania, 
attended,  and  produced  their  credentials,  by  which  it  appears,  that  the 
lion.  Thomas  Mifflin,  Thomas  Fitzfimmons,  James  Wilfon,  John 
Montgomery  and  Richard  Peters,  Efqrs;  were,  on  the  12th  inft.  duly 
eletted  delegates  to  reprefent  that  (late  in  Congrefs. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  delegate  for  New-Jerfey,  attended,  and  took  his  feat* 


;V'  ' 


; ;  ....  ••£ ■  'V- .** '•* ' 
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Mr»  Jones,  a  delegate  for  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 

On  a  report  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  a  report  of  a  committee  on  a  memorial  of  Mr.  A.  Lee  : 

Resolved  That  Arthur  Lee,  Efq;  he  permitted  to  deliver  up  to  the 
comptroller  of  the  treafury,  fundry  loan-office  certificates  in  his  pof- 
feffion,  amounting  to  9950|~  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  be,  on  inch 
delivery,  cancelled  ;  and  that  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  do  there¬ 
upon  pay  the  laid  Arthur  Lee,  the  fum  ot  £.  2238  :  17  :  9  llerling, 
with  interefl  from  the  10th  day  of  Augufi:,  1781,  at  fix  per  cent,  by 
bills  of  exchange  in  his  favour,  in  livres,  at  the  rate  of  ten-pence  hall- 
penny  fierling  each. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Rutledge^ 
and  Mr.  Madifon,  to  whom  upon  a  reconfideration,  the  refolution  ol 
the  28th  of  May  laft,  was  referred  : 

Resolved ,  That  a  commiffioner  be  appointed  by  Congrefs,  with  full 
power  and  authority,  to  liquidate  and  finally  to  lettle  the  accounts  of' 
all  the  fervants  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  entrufted  with 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  in  Europe,  and  all  other  accounts  ot 
the  United  States  in  Europe,  and  to  commence  and  prolecute  Inch 
fuits,  caufes  and  actions,  as  may  be  necelfary  for  that  purpofe,  or  tor 
the  recovery  of  any  property  of  the  faid  United  States,  in  the  hands 
of  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever. 

That  the  faid  commiffioner  be  authorized  to  appoint  one  or  more 
clerks,  with  fuch  allowance  as  he  may  think  reafonable. 

That  the  faid  commiffioner  and  clerks  refpebtively  take  an  oath  be¬ 
fore  fome  perfon  duly  authorized  to  adminifter  an  oath,  faithfully  to 
execute  the  trull  repofed  in  them  refpedlively. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  a  commiffioner,  and,  the  bal¬ 
lots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Thomas  .Barclay  was  elebled,  having  been  previoufly  nomina¬ 
ted  by  Mr.  Williamfon. 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  will  hereafter  make  adequate  provifion 
for  the  faid  comiffioner,  according  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  fer- 
vices  which  he  ffiall  perform. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  report  the  necelfary 
inflruclions  for  the  faid  commiffioner,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  29th 
of  May  1  aft. 

- - 

Tuesdat ,  November  19,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  con  filling  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Qf- 
good  and  Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  a  committee 
on  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  October,  from  the  fecretary  at  war  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fenior  officers  of  each  grade,  fufficient  to  form 
corps  agreeable  to  the  act  of  the  7th  of  Augufi;  1  aft,  (the  regiments  to 
have  their  compliment  of  officers,  as  ellabliffied  by  the  a  61s  of  the  3d 
and  2  111  of  October,  1780,  except  as  to  the  therein  propofed  fupernu- 
merary  fubaltern  for  receiving  the  recruits,  who  111  a  1 1  be  omitted)  (hall 
be  retained  in  fervice  for  the  command  of  the  faid  corps  ;  and  the  re¬ 
dundant  junior  officers  of  the  feveral  grades,  fhall  retire  from  immediate 
fervice,  agreeably  to  the  faid  firlt  recited  add,  but  the  faid  junior  officers, 
io  retiring,  ffiall  retain  their  rank  in  the  army,  and  be  liable  and  end- 
Vol.  VIII.  C 
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tied  to  be  called  into  a&ual  fervice,  only  when  regiments  or  corps  fhall 
be  railed  for  them  by  their  refpe&ive  dates.  But  any  fenior  officer, 
entitled  to  remain  in  fervice,  lhall  have  the  liberty  of  retiring,  with 
the  emoluments  of  officers  retiring  under  the  adtslaft  recited,  for  rea- 
fons  fatisfattory  to  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commanding-officer 
of  the  fouthern  army,  on  Inch  retiring  officer  relinquifhing  his  com¬ 
mand  and  future  right  of  promotion  in  the  army,  and  dignifying  the 
fame,  on  or  before  the  fir  ft  day  of  January  next,  to  the  commander  in 
chief  or  the  commanding-officer  of  the  fouthern  army,  who  fhall  duly 
tranfmit  lifts  of  fuch  retiring  officers,  to  the  fecretary  at  war  ;  any  acd 
or  refolutionof  Gongrefs  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding. 
When  the  foregoing  refolution  was  under  debate, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Arnold,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words  “  command  and 

And  on  the  queftion,  lhall  thefe  words  ftand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 

New -Hampshire ,  Mr.  Gilman , 


Mi'.  White , 

M  r.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  H  Homme  dieu 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Wharton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Hemsley , 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Nash , 

Mr.  Willi  am  soil) 
Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Rams  ay , 


Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 


New -York, 


New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Maryland, 


ay  J>  * 


Virginia, 

North-Carolina 


Suuth-Carolina 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Gongrefs  proceeded  in  the  confideration  of  the  report,  and  the  com- 
mittee°having  reported,  “  that  commiffions  iftue  to  the  officers  in  the 
feveral  ftate  lines,  who  are  or  fhall  be  entitled  to  promotion,  prior  to 
the  fir  ft  day  of  January  next  ;  that  the  retiring  officers  may  leave  the 
fervice  with  the  ranks  to  which  they  are  or  fhall  be  refpedively  enti¬ 
tled,  previous  to  that  period. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  propofttion,  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 

New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Gilman,  nol  no 


Mr.  White , 


]\Iassachusetts,  Mr.  Osgood , 

Rhocle-Island ,  Mr.  Arnold , 


ay  }>  * 


I 


m 
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j tfew-Tork, 
New-Jerseyy 
Pennsylvania , 


Delaware , 
Maryland , 


Virginia , 
North-Car  olinay 
South-Carolinay 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L' Ho m m eel i e.u , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Wharton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Hemsley , 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Nash) 

Mri  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge) 

Mr.  Ramsay) 

Mr.  Izard) 

Mr.  Gervais , 


jVf?  iv -Ha  mpsh  i  re, 


Massachusetts) 

Rbode-Island) 


ay 


Wednesday)  November  20,  1782. 

Mr.  Mifflin,  a  delegate  for  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Peters,  leconded  by  Mr.  Clark, 

Resolved)  That  commifUons  ifiiie,  on  promotions  properly  certified, 
for  all  regimental-officers  entitled  to  fill  vacancies  happening  before 
the  firft  day  of  January  next,  excepting  vacancies  occasioned  by  fenior 
officers  retiring,  agreeably  to  the  refolve  ot  the  19th  inft.  any  relolu- 
tion  of  Congrefs  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithftanding. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  refolution,  the  yeas  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Osgood) 

Mr.  Arnold) 

Mr.  Howell) 

Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieii) 

Mr.  Boudinot) 

Mr.  Clark) 

Mr.  Miff  hi) 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

Mr.  Peters) 

Mr.  Wharton , 

Mr.  Carroll) 

Mr.  Hemsley) 

Mr.  Mad  is  oil) 

Mr.  Nash) 

Mr.  Williamson) 

Mr.  Rutledge) 

Mr.  Ramsay) 

Mr.  Izard) 

Mr.  Gervais , 

^  / 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


New -York) 
New-Jersey) 
Pennsylvania , 


} 


Delaware) 

Maryland) 


Virginia) 
North-Carolina , 


South-Car  olina) 


ay 
ay 

ay  r* 

qy 

ay 

ay 
ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 
ay 

ay 

ay 
ay 

ay 

ay  I 

k  qy 

qyS  - 

fly  [ 


ay 


5> 


* 


*- 
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Ordered ,  That  the  pay-mafter-general  furnifli  the  fecretary  at  war, 
from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  be  called  for  by  him,  with  the  accounts 
of  all  pay  and  advances  received  by  or  chargeable  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  feveral  regiments  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Izard  and 
Mr.  Wharton,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  the  24th  of  May  lad 
from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  and  the  orders  given  to  capt.  Har¬ 
ding,  being  taken  into  confideration,  and  after  debate  podponed : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  leconded  by  Mr.  Madifon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  direfted  to  indruct 
the  commifiioner  for  fettling  the  public  accounts  in  Europe,  to  take 
proper  meafures  for  adjuding,  without  delay,  the  accounts  of  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchais  or  Roderique  Hortales  if  Co.  and  to  report  fuch  fet- 
tlement  to  Congrels,  that  order  may  be  taken  for  payment  of  the  ba¬ 
lance,  if  any  fiiall  be  judly  due  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  no  farther 
remittances  or  payments  be  made  to  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  or  Rode¬ 
rique  Hortales  if  Co.  by  virtue  of  any  former  refolution  of  Congrefs. 

- — - 

Thursdat ,  November  21,  1782. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  W.  Paca,  was  read,  informing,  that  the 
general  aflembly  of  Maryland  having  promoted  him  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  that  date,  he  is  obliged  to  refign  his  office  of  judge  of  the 
court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Gervais  and  Mr* 
L’Hommedieu,  having  reported  on  the  letter  of  the  6th  from  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Maryland,  relative  to  the  cafe  of  colonel  H.  Hollingfworth  ; 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  are  fatisfied  with  the  report  of  the  hon. 
Alexander  Contee  Hanfon,  Efq;  one  of  the  judges  of  the  general  court 
of  the  date  of  Maryland,  on  the  cafe  of  Henry  Hollingfworth,  refer¬ 
red  to  him  by  the  executive  of  the  Paid  date,  in  purfuance  of  the  aft 
of  Congrefs  of  the  20th  July,  1780;  and  that  the  complaint  againd 
the  Paid  H.  Hollingfworth  be  difmWTed. 

Friday ,  November  22,  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madifon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ofgood, 

Resolved ,  'That.  Monday  the  2d  of  December  next,  be  affigned  for 
elefting  two  judges  for  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  one 
m  the  room  of  Mr.  Paca,  refigned,  and  one  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hof- 
mcr,  deceafed. 

A/orday ,  November  25,  1782. 

Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  a  delegate  for  the  date  of  New-York, 
attended,  and  produced  a  commiffion  under  the  great  feal  of  the  date, 
dated  at  Poughkeeplie,  the  25th  of  Oftober,  1782,  which  was  read,  and 
by  which  it  appears,  that  on  the  22d  of  July,  1782,  the  hon.  Janies 
Duane,  William  Floyd,  John  Morin  Scott,  Ezra  L’Hommedieu  and 
Alexander  Hamilton,  were  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent  the  faid 
date  for  one  year,  from  the  fird  Monday  in  November,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Madifon  and  Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Ma* 
4  if  on : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
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authorized  to  communicate  to  the  miniders  of  foreign  powers,  who  may 
refide  near  Congrefs,  all  fuch  ads  and  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  and  all 
fuch  articles  of  intelligence  received  by  Congrefs,  as  he  may  judge  pro¬ 
per,  thofe  only  excepted  which  Congrefs  may  fpecially  require  to  be  kept 
fecret,  in  which  cafes  he  lhall  make  previous  application  to  Congrefs. 

Wednesday  November  27,  1782. 

Mr.  W.  Floyd,  a  delegate  for  New-York,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ramfay,  Mr.  Nafh  and  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ters,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  20th  from  the  fecretary  at 
war,  reported  the  draught  of  a  fupplemental  ordinance  for  regulating 
the  pod-office,  which  was  read  a  fird  time  : 

Ordered ,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  the  fecond  reading. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  L’Hommedieu  have  leave  of 
abfence. 


— — rrndtSP 

Mondat ,  December  ,2,  17S2. 

According  to  order,  the  draught  of  the  fupplemental  ordinance  for 
regulating  the  pod-office,  was  taken  up  for  a  fecond  reading  ;  and 
after  debate, 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  recommitted. 

A  motion  was  made  by-  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Arnold, 
a  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  dates,  to  fettle  with  and  fatif- 
fy  the  officers  and  men  of  fuch  temporary  corps  of  troops  as  may  have 
been  raifed  within  them  refpedively,  with  the  approbation  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  on  account  of  their  pay  and  emoluments  during  the  time  of  their 
a  dual  fervice,  and  the  depreciation  thereon,  and  charge  the  fame  to 
the  United  States.” 


A  motion  was  made  by 
that  the  condderation  ther 
And  on  the  quedion  for 
ed  by  Mr.  Howell, 

New- Ha  mpsh  ire , 

.Massachusetts , 
Rbode-Island , 

New -York , 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 
Delaware , 

Virginia , 

No  rtb - Ca  roli  n  a , 


$outb*Carolina , 


Mr.  McKean,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 
eof  be  podponed  : 

poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir- 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White, 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  How  ell , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  McKean, 

Mr.  Wharton , 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Nash , 

M  r .  W ill i am  son, 
Mr.  Blount, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay . 

Mr.  Izard . 


ay 


no 


ay 


ay 


* 
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So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Oraered ,  i  hat  the  order  of  the  day,  for  electing  two  judges  for 
the  court  of  appeals,  be  poftponed  to  Thurfday  next. 

Tuesdat ,  December  3,  1782. 

1  he  fecretary  ior  foreign  affairs  having  afligned  to  Congrefs  fatif- 
factory  reafons  for  relinquilhing  his  office,  and  having  requefted  per- 
milfion  to  refign  : 

Resolved ,  l  hat  Thurfday,  the  19th  inft.  be  affigned  for  electing 
another  perfon  to  fill  the  office  of  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  ;  and 
that  Mr.  Livingfton  be  informed  that  Congrefs  do  approve  of  his  pro- 
poial  of  continuing  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  until  a  perfon 
ihall  be  appointed  to  fucceed  him. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr,  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Peters  and  Mr.  Ofgood,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  22d  Nov, 
from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  and  fecretary  at  war  : 

Resolved \  1  hat  after  the  laft  day  of  December  inft.  in  lieu  of  the 
rations  hitherto  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  including  thofe 
for  lervants,  they  fhall  be  allowed  lubfiftence-money  at  the  rate  of 
four  dollars  per  month  for  each  ration  ;  provided,  that  where  circum- 
ffances  in  any  cale  fhall  not  permit  the  payment  of  fuch  fubfiftence- 
money,  they  fhall  draw  their  rations  as  heretofore. 

Resolved ,  i  hat  after  the  fore-mentioned  period,  in  lieu  of  the  pay 
and  rations  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  hofpital-department,  includ¬ 
ing  rations  for  fervants,  they  fhall  be  entitled  to  the  following  monthly 
pay  and  fubfiftence  ;  provided  in  like  manner,  that  where  the  faidfub- 
liftence-money  fhall  not  be  paid,  they  {hall  be  entitled  to  draw  an  equi¬ 
valent  number  of  rations,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  for  each  ration 
per  month,  viz. 

"The  director,  102  dollars  pay  and  60  dollars  fubfiftence. 

The  deputy  director  and  phyftcian,  each  100  dollars  pay  and  48  dol¬ 
lars  fubfiftence. 

"iftie  furgeons,  each  90  dollars  pay  and  40  dollars  fubfiftence. 

Apothecary  and  purveyor,  each  92  dollars  pay  and  32  dollars  fub¬ 
fiftence. 

Deputy  apothecary  and  deputy  purveyor,  each  59  dollars  pay  and 
16  dollars  fubfiftence. 

Mates,  each  42  dollars  pay  and  12  dollars  fubfiftence. 

Stewards,  each  31  dollars  pay  and  eight  dollars  fubfiftence. 

Ward-mafters,  each  2  1  dollars  pay  and  eight  dollars  fubfiftence. 

Wednesdat ,  December  4,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Ma- 
difon  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  29th 
of  November,  from  the  agent  of  marine,  enclofmg  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
the  lame  date,  to  him,  from  captain  J.  P.  Jones  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  agent  of  marine  be  informed,  that  Congrefs, 
having  a  high  fenfe  of  the  merit  and  fervices  of  capt.  J.  P.  Jones, 
and  being  difpoled  to  favour  the  zeal  manifefted  by  him  to  acquire 
improvement  in  the  line  of  his  profeffion,  do  grant  the  permiftion 
which  he  requefts  ;  and  that  the  laid  agent  be  inftru&ecl  to  recom- 
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mend  him  accordingly  to  the  countenance  of  his  excellency  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Vaudreuil.  .  .  .  y  ,, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  relative  to  the  fubjects  oi  then 
late  memorial  to  Congrels  : 

The  members,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Madifon  and  Mr.  Hamilton. 
The  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr. 
Ol'good,  to  whom  were  referred  a  report  ot  the  fuperintendant  o 
finance,  on  a  letter  of22d  of  November,  1782,  from  capt.  Schreiber, 
and  a  tetter  of  25th  of  the  fame  month  from  lieutenant-colonel  Cam- 

bray  ;  report,  .  .  . 

u  That  although  they  confider  the  fituation  of  foreigners  m  the 

fervice  of  this  country,  remote  from  any  refources  which  they  may 
have  in  their  own,  and  deftitute  of  any  competent  piovifion  heie,  as 
involving'  a  peculiar  hardlhip,  and  requiring  if  pofhble  iome  diiciimi- 
nation  in  their  favour  ;  yet  in  the  prefent  embarraffed  hate  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  finances,  they  cannot  advife  any  meafure  for  then  lelief,  which 
may  derange  the  general  plans  of  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  ,  and 
they  therefore  recommend,  that  the  matter  may  be  left  to  his  cl  if  c  i  e— 
tion  to  a  (ft  therein  as  he  may  conceive  mod  proper.” 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Ofgood  and  Mu 
Peters,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  October,  from 
the  fecretary  at  war,  on  the  lubjedt  of  future  promotions  of  colonels 

to  the  rank  of  brigadiers  ;  report, 

That  for  the  purpofe  of  promotions  of  colonels  or  lieutenant-colonels 
commandant,  the  army  ol  the  United  States  fhall  be  conhdeied  as 
claffed  in  the  following  divifions  ;  the  eaftern,  middle  and  fouthern. 
The  troops  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Con¬ 
necticut,  fhall  form  the  eaftern  :  thofe  of  New-York,  New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  the  middle  :  and  thofe  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Garolina  and  Georgia,  the  fouthern  di- 
yifton  : 

That  whenfoever  it  fliall  be  deemed  neceffary  for  the  fervice,  to 
appoint  brigadiers  in  any  date  or  dates  where  the  nunber  of  troops 
in  the  field  are  fufficient  to  form  one  or  more  brigades,  the  brigadiers 
fliall  be  appointed  from  the  fenior  colonels  or  lieutenant-colonels  com¬ 
mandant  in  the  lines  of  fuch  ftates  ;  and  when  brigadiers  fhall  be  wanted 
to  command  brigades  within  either  of  the  divifions  compofed  of  the 
troops  of  fuch  ftates,  who  have  not  individually  numbers  in  the  field 
fufficient  to  form  a  brigade,  the  brigadiers  fhall  be  appointed  from  the 
fenior  colonels  or  lieutenant-colonels  commandant  in  fuch  brigades. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Clark, 


NevJ-Hampshi  re , 

Mr.  Gilman , 

no  / 

> 

Mr.  White , 

no  j 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

v>  !> 

Rbode-Istand , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

no  7 

Mr.  Hove  el  l9 

<iv5 

net 
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New -York, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 

Virginia , 
Nortb-Carolina 

Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  M6Kean, 

Mr.  Wbarton , 
Mr.  Maddison, 
Mr,  Nasb, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Blount, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 

Mr.  Izard - 


flj1* 

fly  Lfl>* 


ayj 
nol 
ay  Lay 
ay) 


So  the  queflion  was  lofl. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ofgood,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gilman, 
as  follows  : 

Whereas  it  appears,  that  there  are  two  brigades  of  troops  of  the 
Maflachufetts  line  now  commanded  by  colonels  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  colonel  John  Grcaton,  and  colonel  William  Shep¬ 
ard,  the  two  fenior  colonels  in  the  Maflachufetts  line  of  officers  be, 
and  hereby  are  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadiers-general  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States. 

And  on  the  queflion  to  agree  to  the  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Ofgood, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsb  ire, 

Massachusetts , 
Rbode-Island , 

New -York, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 
Virginia , 
North-Car  olina, 

Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Gilman, 

Mr.  White, 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons 
Mr.  Pete  rs , 

Mr.  McKean, 
Mr.  JV barton, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Nasb, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Blount, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 

Mr.  Izard , 


ay 


* 


ay 

no 

no 

no 

no 

- 

*  * 

fly 

no 


So  the  motion  was  lofl. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ram  fay,  Mr.  Nafli  and  Mr. 
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Peters,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  draught  of  the  fupplemental 
ordinance  for  regulating  the  poll-office,  reported  the  draught  of  an 
ordinance  for  amending  the  ordinance  for  regulating  the  poll-office 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  read  a  firft  time  : 

Ordered ,  That  Friday  next  be  affigned  for  the  fecond  reading. 

ThuRSPAT ,  December  5,  1782. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  two  judges  for  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  John  Lowell,  and  Mr.  George  Read,  were  eleded,  the  former 
having  been  nominated  by  Mr.  Ofgood,  and  the  latter  by  Mr.  Fitz- 
fimmons. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 

©n  the  report  of  a  committee  on  governor  Clinton’s  letter  ol  the  16th 
of  September,  See.  as  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  14th  of  November 
laft  ;  and  the  fame  being  poftponed, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M‘Kean,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 
in  the  words  following  : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  Congrefs,  by  authentic  ducuments,  that  the 
people  inhabiting  the  diftrid  of  country  on  the  weft  fide  of  Connec¬ 
ticut  river,  commonly  called  the  New-Hamplhire  Grants,  and  claim¬ 
ing  to  be  an  independent  hate,  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  and  in  dired  violation  of  their  refolutions  of  the  24th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1779,  and  of  the  2d  of  June,  1780,  did,  in  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember  laft,  proceed  to  exercife  jurifdidion  over  the  perfons  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  faid  diftrid,  profeffing  themfelves 
to  be  fubjeds  of,  and  to  owe  allegiance  to  the  Hate  of  New- York,  by 
means  whereof  divers  of  them  have  been  condemned  to  banifhment, 
not  to  return  on  pain  of  death  and  confifcation  of  eftate,  and  others 
have  been  fined  in  large  fuins  and  otherwife  deprived  of  property  ; 
therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  ads  and  proceedings  of  the  faid  people,  be¬ 
ing  highly  derogatory  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  confederacy,  require  the  immediate  and  decided  inter- 
polition  of  Congrefs,  for  the  protedion  and  relief  of  fuch  as  have  dif¬ 
fered  by  them,  and  for  preferving  peace  in  the  faid  diftrid,  until  a  de- 
cifion  fh all  be  had  of  the  controverfy,  relative  to  the  jurifdidion  of  f 
the  fame  : 

That  the  people  inhabiting  the  faid  diftrid,  claiming  to  be  indepen¬ 
dent,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  without  delay,  to  mak^ full  and 
ample  reftitution  to  Timothy  Church,  Timothy  Phelps,  Henry  Evans, 
William  Shattuck  and  fuch  others  as  have  been  condemned  to  banifh- 
ment  and  confifcation  of  eftate,  or  have  otherwife  been  deprived  of 
property  ftnee  the  firft  day  of  September  laft,  for  the  damages  they 
have  fuftained  by  the  ads  and  proceedings  aforefaid  ;  and  that  they 
be  not  molefted  in  their  perfons  or  properties,  on  their  return  to  their 
habitations  in  the  faid  diftrid  : 

That  the  United  States  will  take  effedual  meafures  to  enforce  a 
compliance  with  the  aforefaid  refolutions,  in  cafe  the  fame  {hall  be  dif¬ 
obeyed  by  the  people  of  the  faid  diftrid : 

You  VIII.  D 
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That  no  perfons  holding  commiflions  under  the  Fate  of  New-York 
or  under  the  people  of  the  laid  diftrift  claiming  to  be  independent* 
exercife  any  authority  over  the  perfons  and  properties  of  any  inha¬ 
bitants  in  the  laid  diBri&,  contrary  to  the  forementioned  refolutions  of 
the  24th  of  September,  1779,  and  the  2d  of  June,  1780: 

^  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  tranfmitted  to  Thomas 
Chittenden,  Efq;  of  Bennington,  in  the  diBrift  aforefaid,  to  be  com¬ 
municated  to  the  people  thereof. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Clark,  to 
ftrike  out  the  following  claufe  :  “  That  the  United  States  will  take 
efTe&ual  mea fares  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  the  aforefaid  refolu¬ 
tions,  in  cafe  the  fame  fhall  be  difobeyed  by  the  people  of  the  faid 
diftritt.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Madifon,  feconded  by  Mr.  McKean, 
that  the  queBion  for  Bribing  out  the  claufe  be  poftponed,  until  a  quef- 
tion  is  taken  on  a  motion  lor  amending  a  previous  part  of  the. motion, 
by  Bribing  out  the  words  “  and  dangerous  to  the  confederacy,  require 
the  immediate  and  decided  interpofition  of  Congrefs,”  and  in  lieu  there¬ 
of,  inferting  “  interpofed  in  purfuance  of  the  aft:  paffed  on  the 
day  °f  by  the  Bate  ol  New-Hampfhire,  and  the  a£t  palled 

on  the  day  oi  by  the  Bate  of  New-York,  two  of  the 

Bates  claiming  the  lame,  and  lor  the  purpole  ol  prefervmg  the  peace 
and  intereBs  of  the  confederacy,  require  immediate  and  effe&ual  mea* 
fures 

And  on  the  queBion  for  poBponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Howell, 


New- Hampshire, 

i\Iassachusetts , 
Rbode-Island , 

New-Torky 

New- Jersey  y 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 

Virginia* 

O  1 

Nor  Lb-Carol  inay 
South -Carolina^ 


Mr.  Gilmany 
Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Os  goody 
Mr.  Arnoldy 
Mr.  How  ell  y 
Mr.  Floydy 
Mr.  Hamiltony 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clarky 

Mr.  FitzsimmonSy 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  iJ ft K catty 
Mr.  Wbar toiiy  ' 
Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madisotiy 
Mr.  Nasby 
Mr.  William sony 
Mr.  Blount , 

Mr.  Rutledge y 
Mr.  Rams  ay , 

Mr.  Hardy 


^  \  divided . 
no  \ 


ay 


ay 


So  the  queBion  was  loB. 

On  the  queBion,  fhall  the  claufe  moved  to  be  Bruck  out  Band  ?  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 
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New -Hampshire) 

Mr.  Gilman) 

ay  i 

r  ^ 

Mr.  White, 

Massachusetts) 

Mr.  Osgood , 

qy  * 

Rbode-Island) 

Mr.  Arnold, 

720  , 

^  720 

Mr.  Howell , 

720  * 

New -York) 

Mr.  Floyd, 

| 

Mr.  Hamilton) 

New- Jersey) 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

720  j 

►  720 

Mr.  Clark, 

720  < 

Pennsylvania) 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

Mr.  Peters , 

qy  ( 

Delaware) 

Mr.  M^KeaU) 

Mr.  Wharton , 

qy  ( 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jones, 

,  qy 

1 

Mr.  Madison , 

qy  ( 

North-Car  olina) 

Mr.  Nash, 

720  ^ 

Mr.  Williamson , 

qy 

Lqy 

Mr.  Blount) 

qyj 

South-Car  olina) 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

7201 

| 

Mr.  Ramsay , 

qy 

Lqy 

Mr.  Izard) 

qyj 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  motion  for  amending  the  former  part  of  the  original  motioa, 
as  before  recited,  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Madifon,  feconded  by  Mr. 
M4Kean  : 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


New- Ha  mpsb  i  r  e 

Massachusetts , 
Rh  ode-island^ 

New -York) 

New-Jersej) 

} 

Pennsylvania) 

Delaware) 

Maryland) 

Virginia) 

North-Car  olina) 
South-Car  olina* 


Mr.  Gilm  an) 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Osgood) 

Mr.  Arnold) 

Mr.  Howell) 

Mr.  Floyd y 
Mr.  Hamilton) 
Mr.  Boudinot) 
Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  MiKean} 
Mr.  Wharton , 
Mr.  Carroll) 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison , 
Mr.  Nash) 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Blount) 

Mr.  Rutledge) 
Mr.  Ramsay , 
Mr.  Izard s 


£  divided , 
no 


no 

ay 

divided .. 
ay 


* 


ay 


ay 


So  the  amendment  was  loft. 
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On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  original  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


Mr.  Gilman , 
Mr.  White , 
Mr.  Osgood, 
Mr,  Arnold , 
Mr.  Howelly 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Hamilton 
Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark , 


New- Ha  mpsb  ire , 


oy  r*  * 


Massachusetts 

Rhode-Island, 


no  ~) 


>  no 


no  y 

%\ay 

no  0 


New-Tork, 


New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvaniay 


>  no 


Mr.  Fitzsimmons ,  ay 
Mr.  Peters ,  cry 

Mr.  M^Keany  ay 

Mr.  Whartony  ay 

Mr.  Carrolly  ay 

Mr.  Jonesy 
Mr.  Madisony 
Mr.  Nash , 


Delaware 


ay  ^  * 


Marylandy 

Virginiay 

North-Car  olina, 


Mr.  Williamsony 
Mr.  Blounty 
Mr.  Rutledge , 
Mr.  Ramsay , 
Mr.  Izard , 


South-Carolina 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative 


F  RID  at ,  December  6,  1782 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Carroll : 

Whereas  there  is  reafon  to  fufped,  that  as  well  the  national  cha- 
ra&er  of  the  United  States  and  the  honor  of  Congrefs,  as  the  finances 
of  the  faid  dates  may  be  injured,  and  the  public  fervice  greatly  retard¬ 
ed,  by  fome  publications  that  have  been  made  concerning  the  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  of  faid  dates  : 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  this  fub- 
j eft,  and  report  what  deps  they  Conceive  are  neceffary  to  be  taken 

thereon. 

“  According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  ordinance  for  amending  the 
ordinance  for  regulating  the  pod-office  of  the  United  States  was  read 
a  fecond  time  ;  and  the  quedion  being  put,  fliall  this  ordinance  be  read 
a  third  time  ?  waslod. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  of  the  5th  of  November,  from  the  adjutant- 
general  to  the  fecretary  at  war,  be  referred  to  a  committee,  and  that 
the  committee  be  indru£ted  to  confider  the  general  fubjedl  of  franks, 
in  order  to  extend  or  redrain  the  privilege  as  they  may  find  neceffary. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Rutledge, 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby  dire&ed  to 
reprefent  to  the  legidatures  of  the  feveral  dates,  the  indifpenfable  ne- 
ceffity  for  their  complying  with  the  requifitions  of  Congrefs,  lor  raff¬ 
ing  1,200,000  dollars,  for  paying  a  year’s  interedof  the  domedic  debt 
of  the  United  States,  and  2,000,000  dollars  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
peafes  of  the  edimate  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  the  inconveniencies, 
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embarraffments  and  injuries  to  the  public  fervice,  which  will  arife 
from  the  dates  individually  making  appropriations  of  any  part  of  the 
faid  2,000,000  of  dollars,  or  of  any  other  monies  required  by  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  alluring  them  withal  that  Congreis 
are  determined  to  make  the  fulled  judice  to  the  public  creditois  ail 
invariable  objed  of  their  counfels  and  exertions  :  That  a  deputation 
be  fent  to  the  date  of  Rhode-IUand,  for  the  purpofe  ot  making  a  lull 
and  jud  reprefentation  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  urging  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a  compliance  with  the  refolutioa 
of  Congrefs  of  the  3d  day  of  February,  1781,  refpe&ing  the  duty  on 
imports  and  prizes,  as  a  meafure  elfential  to  the  l'atety  and  reputation 

of  thefe  dates. 

When  the  quedion  was  about  to  be  put,  a  divifion  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Howell  ;  and  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  fird  part,  as  far  as 
44  exertions”  inclufive,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  oy  Mr.  Izard : 

j Resolved  unanimously ,  in  the  affirmative,  every  member  anfwer- 
ing  ay. 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  fecond  part,  “  that  a  deputation,” 
See.  to  the  end,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Izard, 


Nfiiv-  B  amps  hi  re 

Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island, 

New -York, 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

Nortb-Carolina , 
South-Carol  inay 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons 
Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 
Mr.  Nash , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Blount , 

Mr.  Rutledge , 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Izard , 


*• 


no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved ,  That  the  deputation  confid  of  three  members,  and  that 
previous  to  their  departure  they  confer  with  the  iuperintendant  of 
finance,  the  fecretary  at  war  and  the  Secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  who 
are  hereby  directed  to  communicate  to  them  fuch  information,  from 
their  refpedlive  departments,  as  may  be  mod  conducive  to  the  end 
propofed  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Mifflin  and  Mr.  Nadi. 


Tuesday ,  December  10,  1782. 

Mr.  Carroll  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the  6th,  from  the  pre 
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Sclent  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  honfe  of  delegates  of  Man/* 
land,  informing  him  of  his  being  cholen  a  delegate  to  Congrefs  for  the 
enluing'  year. 

Purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  18th  of  November  lafi,  the  fuperintend- 
ant  of  finance  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  Thomas  Barclay, 
Ef  q;  commifiioner  for  fettling  the  public  accounts  in  Europe,  contain¬ 
ing  inflru&ions  to  the  fa i d  commiflioner  ;  and  the  fame  being  read, 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  fuperintendant  to  be  tranfmitted. 

Wedkesdat,  December  11,  1782. 

On  the  application  of  the  Secretary  at  war, 

Ordered ,  That  he  have  leave  of  abfence  to  vi lit  his  family. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Madifon  and  Mr.  Fitzfimmons, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  fent  to  the  governor  of 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  with  the  deputation  ap¬ 
pointed  to  proceed  to  that  fiate  : 

Sir, 

Congrefs  are  equally  affeefied  and  alarmed  by  the  information  they 
have  received,  that  the  legislature  of  your  fiate,  at  tint*  *  lafi  meeting, 
have  refufed  their  concurrence  in  the  efiablifhment  of  a  duty  on  im¬ 
ports.  They  confider  this  meafure  as  fo  indifpenfable  to  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  war,  that  a  fenfe  of  duty  and  regard  to  the  common  fafe- 
ty,  compel  them  to  renew  their  efforts  to  engage  a  compliance  with 
it  ;  and  in  this  view  they  have  determined  to  fend  a  deputation  of 
three  of  their  members  to  your  fiate,  as  exprefled  in  the  enclofed  refo- 
lution.  The  gentlemen  they  have  appointed  will  be  able  to  lay  before 
you  a  full  and  jufi  reprefentation  of  the  public  affairs,  from  which, 
they  flatter  themfelves,  will  refult  a  conviclion  of  the  propriety  of 
their  folicitude  upon  the  prefent  occafion.  Convinced  by  part  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  zeal  and  patriotifm  of  the  fiate  of  Rhode-Iiland,  they 
cannot  doubt  that  it  will  yield  to  thofe  urgent  confiderations  which 
flow  from  a  knowledge  of  our  true  fituation.  They  will  only  briefly 
obferve,  that  the  increafing  difeontents  of  the  army,  the  loud  cla¬ 
mours  of  the  public  creditors,  and  the  extreme  difproportion  between 
the  current  fupplies  and  the  demands  of  the  public  fervice,  are  fo  many 
invincible  arguments  for  the  fund  recommended  by  Congrefs.  They 
feel  themfelves  unable  to  devife  any  other  that  will  be  more  effica¬ 
cious,  lefs  exceptionable  or  more  generally  agreeable,  and  if  this  is  re¬ 
jected,  they  anticipate  calamities  of  a  moil  menacing  nature,  with  this 
confolation,  however,  that  they  have  faithfully  difeharged  their  trufi, 
and  that  the  mifehiefs  which  may  follow,  cannot  be  attributed  to  them. 

A  principal  objeft  of  the  propoled  fund  is,  to  procure  loans  abroad. 
If  no  fecurity  can  be  held  out  to  lenders,  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  muft 
neceffarily  be  very  limited.  The  lafi  accounts  on  the  fubjedl  were 
not  flattering,  and  when  intelligence  fliall  arrive  in  Europe,  that  the 
fiate  of  Rhode- Ifland  hasdifagreed  to  the  only  fund  which  has  yet  been 
deviled,  there  is  every  reafon  to  apprehend  it  will  have  a  fatal  influence 
on  their  future  progrefs.  Deprived  of  this  refource,  our  affairs  nmfl, 
in  all  probability,  rapidly  hafien  to  a  dangerous  cribs,  and  thefe  dates 
he  involved  in  greater  cmbarrafTments  than  they  have  yet  experienced, 
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and  from  which  it  may  be  much  more  difficult  to  emerge.  Cong  refs 
will  only  add  a  requeft  to  your  excellency,  that  it  the  legiflature  lliould 
not  be  fitting,  it  may  be  called  together  as  fpeedily  as  pollible,  to 
enable  the  gentlemen  whom  they  have  deputed  to  perform  the  purpofe 
of  their  million. 

On  a  report  of  the  fecretary  at  war, 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Bate  ot  Rhode-Idand,  to 
fettle  major  William  Peck’s  depreciation  in  the  manner  they  have 
adjuBed  the  depreciation  of  the  officers  of  their  line. 

Thursday,  December  12,  1782. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Gorham,  a  delegate  for  the  Bate  of  Maffachufetts, 
attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were 
read,  and  by  which  it  appears,  that  on  the  24th  of  OTober  laB,  he 
was  elected  to  ferve  for  one  year,  to  commence  the  BrB  Monday  of 
November,  1782. 

Mr.  John  Collins,  a  delegate  for  the  Bate  of  Rhode-Iiland  and  Pro¬ 
vidence  Plantations,  attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  ap¬ 
pointment,  by  which  it  appears,  that  on  the  BrB  Wednefday  in  May 
laB,  he  was  cliofen  to  reprefent  that  Bate  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  for  one  year,  and  until  another  fliall  appear  to  take  his  place. 

A  letter,  of  tire  30th  of  November,  from  the  fpeaker  of  the  lower 
houfe  of  affembly  of  the  Bate  of  Rhode-Idand,  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Arnold,  in 
the  words  following  : 

“  Whereas  a  letter  to  his  excellency  the  prefident  of  Congrefs, 
from  the  lower  houfe  of  affembly  of  the  Bate  of  Rhode-Idand  and  Pro¬ 
vidence  Plantations,  hath  been  this  day  read  in  Congrefs,  in  the  words 
and  figures  following,  to  wit : 

East-Greemvicb ,  November  30,  1782, 


Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  lower  houfe  of  affembly  of  this 
Bate,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclofe  to  your  excellency  their  unanimous 
refolutions  on  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs,  refpedling  an  import 
on  imported  goods,  &c.  and  to  Bate  feme  of  the  principal  reafons 
which  produced  that  refolution.  The  recommendation  was  rejected. 

IB.  Becaufe  it  would  be  unequal  in  its  operation,  bearing  hardert 
on  the  moB  commercial  Bates,  and  fo  would  prefs  peculiary  hard  up¬ 
on  this  Bate,  which  draws  its  chief  fupport  from  commerce  : 

2dly.  Becaufe  it  propofes  to  introduce  into  this  and  the  other  Bates, 
officers  unknown  and  unaccountable  to  them,  and  fo  is  againB  the 
conBitution  of  this  Bate  :  and 

3dly.  Becaufe,  by  granting  to  Congrefs  a  power  to  colleT  monies 
from  the  commerce  of  thefe  Bates,  indefinitely  as  to  time  and  quanti¬ 
ty,  and  for  the  expenditure  of  which  they  are  not  to  be  accountable 
to  the  Bates,  they  would  become  independent  of  their  conBituents  ; 
and  fo  the  propofed  impofi  is  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of  the  United 
States. 


Many  more  reafons  might  be  offered',  and  the  fubjeft  drawn  out  to 
a  great  length,  by  defending  to  particulars  ;  but  thefe  are  lufficient 
to  anfwer  the  main  defigu  of  the  houle,  which  is  to  Blew  a  decent  ref- 
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peel  to  the  flates  which  have  differed  from  them  in  opinion  upon  this 
fubjeci. 

1  his  hate  may  be  juftly  ranked  among  the  foremoft  in  the  common 
caufe,  having  furnifhed  in  fupport  of  it  as  many  men,  and  as  much 
money,  in  proportion  to  its  abilities,  as  any  hate  in  the  union,  and 
much  more  than  mod  of  them,  and  it  is  hill  difpofed  to  continue  its 
exertions  ;  but  it  will  raife  and  collect  its  quota  of  public  taxes  in 
fuc.h  a  way  as  fhall  be  judged  moh  proper. 

And  it  is  hoped,  that  when  its  refolutions  are  founded  on  the  great 
principles  of  liberty  and  a  general  intereh,  it  will  not  be  thought  to 
iufpect  the  public  virtue  of  the  prefent  Gongrefs,  by  withholding  from 
them  or  their  fervants,  a  power  of  which  their  fucceffors  might  make 
a  dangerous  ufe. 

With  the  higheh  lentiments  of  refpedl  for  your  excellency,  and  the 
honorable  affembly  over  which  you  prefide,  I  am  your  excellency’s 
moh  obedient  fervant, 

William  Bradford,  Speaker . 

“  W  herefore  Resolved ,  That  the  refolution  of  the  6th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  inh.  for  appointing  a  deputation  to  be  fent  to  the  hate  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  for  the  purpole  of  making  a  full  and  juh  reprefentation  of  the 
public  affairs  of  the  United  States,  and  of  urging  the  abfolute  neceffi- 
ty  of  a  compliance  with  the  refolution  of  Gongrefs  of  the  3d  day  of 
February,  1781,  refpedling  the  duty  on  imports  and  prizes,  as  a  mea- 
fure  effential  to  the  fafety  and  reputation  of  thefe  hates,  be,  and  the 
fame  is  hereby  repealed.” 

On  this  motion  the  previous  quehion  wras  moved  by  the  hate  of 
New- York,  feconded  by  the  hate  of  New-Hampfhire,  that  the  quef- 
tion  be  not  now  put :  / 

And  on  the  quehion  to  agree  to  the  previous  quehion,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 

New-Fiampshi  re , 

Massachusetts ^ 

Rhode -Island^ 

Nero-  York , 

New- 'Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware, 

Alary  l  and, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina , 

South-Carolina , 


Mr.  Gilman, 

Mr.  White, 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Gorham, 

Mr.  Colli  ns, 

Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Bondi  not, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  AFIvean, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Nash, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Blount, 

Mr.  Ramsay, 

Mr.  Gervaiss 


ay 


no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


#• 


ay 


/ 
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So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  queflion  was 

fet  afide.  #  # 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr*  Carroll,  Mr.  Of- 

good  and  Mr,  Gilman,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  and  report  of 
the  fecretary  at  war,  on  the  fubjed  of  future  promotions  of  colonels 
or  lieutenant-colonels  commandant  to  the  rank  of  brigadiers  : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  purpofe  of  promotions  of  colonels  or  lieute¬ 
nant-colonels  commandant  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
rank  of  brigadiers,  the  army  of  the  United  States  fhall  be  confidered 
as  claffed  in  the  following  divifions :  The  eaftern,  the  middle  and  the 
fouthern  :  the  troops  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland 
and  Connedicut,  fliall  form  the  eaftern  :  thofe  of  New- York,  New- 
Jerfcy,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  the  middle  :  and  thofe 
of  Virginia,  North-Garolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  the  fouthern 
divifion  : 

That  whensoever  it  (hall  be  deemed  necefTary  for  the  command  of 
troops  in  fervice,  to  appoint  brigadiers  in  any  (lace  or  ftates,  where  the 
number  of  troops  in  the  field  are  fufficient  to  form  one  or  more  bri¬ 
gades,  the  brigadiers  fhall  be  appointed  from  the  fenior  colonels  or 
lieutenant-colonels  commandant  in  the  lines  of  fuch  ftates  ;  and  when 
brigadiers  fhall  be  wanted  to  command  brigades  within  any  of  the  di¬ 
vifions  compofed  of  the  troops  of  fuch  ftates  who  have  not  individual¬ 
ly  numbers  in  the  field  fufficient  to  form  a  brigade,  the  brigadiers  fhall 
be  appointed  from  the  fenior  colonels  or  lieutenant-colonels  comman¬ 
dant  in  fuch  brigades. 

Ordered ,  That  fo  much  of  the  report  as  recommends  certain  officers 
to  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadiers,  be  referred  to  the  fecretary 
at  war  to  report. 

The  fuperintendant  of  finance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
Reyer  Schermerhorn,  reports, 

u  That  from  the  face  of  the  faid  memorial,  it  appears  that  the  cafe 
of  Mr.  Schermerhorn  falls  within  the  perview  of  the  refolutions  of 
the  20th  of  February,  1782.’* 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report : 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Carroll  and 
Mr.  Madifon,  appointed  to  confider  how  far  the  honor  of  Congrefs  and 
the  finances  of  the  United  States  may  be  affecfted  by  certain  late  pub¬ 
lications  on  the  fubje<ft  of  foreign  loans,  See.  report, 

“  That  among  the  different  publications  which  have  lately  been 
made  concerning  foreign  loans,  they  have  particularly  attended  to  a 
very  remarkable  extract  of  a  letter,  publifhed  in  the  Bofton  Gazette, 
of  November  10,  1782,  under  the  Providence  head,  which  is  there 
faid  to  be  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia  to 
his  friend  in  that  town,  dated  O&ober  16  ;  in  which  arc  the  follow¬ 
ing  obfervations :  “  This  day  letters  have  been  read  in  Congrefs  from 
Mr.  Adams,  of  the  16th  of  Auguft,  and  Mr.  Dumas,  his  fecretary, 
of  the  19th.  The  loan  he  is  negociating  fills  as  faft  as  could  be  ex¬ 
pected.  The  national  importance  of  the  United  States  is  conftantly 
rifing  in  the  eftimation  of  European  powers  and  the  civilized  world. 
Such  is  there  credit,  that  they  have  of  late  failed  in  no  application 
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for  foreign  loans,  and  the  only  danger  on  that  fcore  is,  that  of  con- 
trading  too  large  a  debt.” 

u  Your  committee  have  examined  the  feveral  letters  that  have  been 
received  from  Mr.  Adams,  your  minifter  at  the  Hague,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  laft  fix  months,  as  well  as  thole  from  Mr.  Dumas,  and  the  fun- 
dry  letters  which  have  been  received  from  your  minifters  at  Verfailles 
and  Madrid,  on  the  fubjed  of  loans,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefentyear, 
and  they  are  forry  to  obferve,  that  the  portions  juft  referred  to,  on 
the  fubjed  of  loans,  are  not  only  ill  founded,  but  fome  of  them  are 
exprefsly  contradided  by  the  letters  of  your  minifters  at  foreign  courts  ; 
and  whereas  the  above  extrad,  from  its  date,  and  particular  mention 
of  other  dates,  is  fo  drawn  as  to  give  reafon  to  fufped  that  it  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  a  member  of  Congrefs,  or  by  fome  perfon  officially  entrufted 
with  their  papers  ;  and  as  the  duty  and  honor  of  Congrefs  require  that 
they  fhould  endeavour  to  deted  and  prevent  mifreprefentations  of  this 
kind  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  be  inftruded  to 
write  to  the  executive  of  Rhode-Ifland,  requefting  them  to  enquire 
through  what  channel  the  above  communication  was  made,  or  who  is 
the  fuppofed  author  of  the  extrad  referred  to,  and  report  accordingly.” 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Ordered ,  That  the  further  report  of  the  committee  be  poftponed. 

On  the  application  of  Mr.  Howell, 

Ordered ,  That  he  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Friday ,  December  13,  1782. 

Mr.  Elmer,  a  delegate  for  New-Jerfey,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 

On  a  report  from  the  fecretary  at  war, 

Resolved ,  That  every  officer  whofe  duty  requires  his  being  on  horfe  - 
back,  who  /hall  have  his  horfe  killed  or  wounded  and  difabled  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  or  whofe  horfe  fhall  fall  into  the  enemy’s  hands  without  his  own 
manifeft  fault  or  mifeondud,  fhall  be  entitled  to  receive  of  the  quar- 
ter-mafter-general  or  his  deputy,  the  juft  value  of  fucli  horfe,  to  be  ap- 
praifed  on  oath,  or  on  the  honor  of  the  appraifers,  if  commiffioned  offi¬ 
cers,  provided  the  fame  does  not  exceed  120  dollars  ;  provided  alfo, 
that  if  the  wounded  or  difabled  horfe  be  brought  off,  he  fhall  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  fome  officer  in  the  quarter-mafter’s  department,  whofe  certifi¬ 
cate  fhall  be  neceffary  to  entitle  the  owner  to  compcnfation  ;  provided 
alfo,  that  before  any  compenfation  fhall  be  made  for  horfes  loft  in 
manner  be  fore-mentioned,  the  neceffary  fads  fhall  be  proved  to  the 
fatisfadion  of  the  quarter*-mafter-general  or  his  deputy,  to  whom  ap¬ 
plication  fhall  be  made  relative  to  any  fucli  Ioffes  as  have  already  hap¬ 
pened,  and  in  future,  by  the  certificate  upon  honor  of  at  leaft  one  com¬ 
miffioned  officer,  or  the  oath  ot  a  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier 
not  interefted  therein,  counterfigned  by  the  commanding-officer  of  the 
army,  brigade,  corps  or  detachment,  to  which  the  claimant  did  at  the 
time  belong,  unlefs  he  be  the  general  commanding  where  the  lofs  ac¬ 
crued,  in  which  cafe  his  own  certificate  upon  honor  fhall  entitle  him 
to  compenfation  in  manner  aforefaid.  1  his  refolution  to  have  a  re- 
trofped  to  the  firft  day  of  January,  1779  :  this  refolution  not  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  officers  who  have  already  received  compenlation  tor  horfes  loft 

fince  that  day. 
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The  fecretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  fo  much  of  a  petition 
of  Belamy  Crawford,  as  relates  to  clothing,  rations,  fubfidcnce  and 
extraordinary  expenfes,  while  a  prifoner  atCharledown,  having  reported 
thereon  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  petition,  fo  far  as  referred  to  the  fecretary 
at  war,  be  difmifled. 

Congrefs  proceeded  by  ballot  to  fettle  the  rank  of  the  two  judges  of 
the  court  of  appeals,  elected  on  the  5th,  and  the  lots  being  drawn,  the 
precedence  was  decided  in  favour  of  Mr.  Reed. 

Monday  December  16,  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Peters,  feconded  by  Mr.  M‘Kean, 

Resolved ,  That  the  honorable  the  executive  of  the  Bate  of  Dela¬ 
ware  be,  and  hereby  are  requeded  to  give  the  neceflary  directions  for 
providing  quarters  for  the  troops  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  ferving 
with  the  army  of  the  United  States,  now  on  their  march  for  Wil¬ 
mington. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Madifon  and  Mr.  Fitzfimmons  : 

Whereas  it  is  effential  to  judice  and  to  the  prefervation  of  public 
credit,  that  whenever  a  nation  is  obliged  by  the  exigencies  of  public 
affairs  to  contract  a  debt,  proper  funds  fhould  be  edablifhed,  not  only 
for  paying  the  annual  value  or  intered  of  the  fame,  but  for  dicharging 
the  principal  within  a  reafonable  period,  by  which  a  nation  may  avoid 
the  evils  of  an  excedive  accumulation  of  debt  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  whenever  the  net  produce  of  any  funds  recommended 
by  Congrefs  and  granted  by  the  dates,  for  funding  the  debt  already 
contracted,  or  for  procuring  future  loans  for  the  fupport  of  the  war, 
fhali  exceed  the  fum  requifite  for  paying  the  intered  of  the  whole 
amount  of  the  national  debt,  which  thefe  dates  may  owe  at  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  prefent  war,  the  furplus  of  fuch  grants  fhali  form  a 
finking  fund,  to  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  faid  debt,  and  fhali  on  no  account  be  diverted  to  any  other 
purpofe. 

And  in  order  that  the  feveral  dates  may  have  proper  information  of 
the  date  of  their  finances,  it  is  further 

Resolved ,  That,  as  foon  as  the  public  debt  can  be  liquidated,  each 
date  be  annually  furnifhed  with  the  amount  thereof  and  the  intered 
thereon,  and  alfo  of  the  proceeds  and  difpofition  of  the  funds  provided 
for  the  redemption  thereof. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  for  the 
obfervance  of  the  foregoing  refolution  ;  and  that  if  anv  date  fhali 
think  it  neceflary  to  make  it  a  condition  of  their  grants,  the  fame  will 
be  confidered  by  Congrefs  as  confident  with  their  refolution  of  the  3d 
of  February,  1781. 

Tuesday  December  17,  1782. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Madifon  and  Mr. 
Fitzfimmons,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  report  as 
their  opinion,  that  the  deputation  appointed  to  go  to  the  date  of  Rhode* 
Eland,  ought  to  proceed  as  foon  as  poflible. 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 
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JVednesda r,  December  18,  1782. 

Mr.  J.  Montgomery,  a  delegate  for  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mf.  WiU 
liavnfon  and  Mr.  Wharton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  G. 
Bond  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  the 
payment  of  400  dollars  to  George  Bond,  deputy  fecretary  of  Congrefs, 
for  extra  fervice. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ramfay,  Mr. 
Nadi  and  Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  22d  Novem¬ 
ber,  from  E.  Hazard  and  J.  Bryfon,  relative  to  an  explanation  of  the 
refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  12th  of  December,  1780  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  auditors  of  accounts,  in  fettling  the  accounts 
of  the  pod-office  department,  be  authorized  to  give  the  fame  retrof- 
pedl  to  the  allowance  for  travelling  expenfes  as  to  the  yearly  falary  of 
the  furveyors  of  the  pod-roads. 

The  fecretary  at  war,  to  whom  were  referred  fundry  charges  againd 
S.  Plodgdon,  late  commifiary  of  military-ftores,  a  petition  of  Mary 
Coren  and  an  affidavit  of  J.  Hall,  refpecting  the  conduit  cf  the  faid 
Hodgdon,  with  orders  to  proceed  by  court  of  enquiry  or  court-mar¬ 
tial,  againd  the  faid  Plodgdon,  in  order  that  he  may  be  acquitted  or 
condemned,  according  to  the  law  martial,  of  the  charges  exhibited 
againd  him  ;  having  laid  before  Congrefs  the  proceedings  of  a  court 
of  enquiry  appointed  purfuant  to  the  above  orders  ;  and  the  faid  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  report  of  the  faid  court  being  read, 

Ordered ,  That  the  charges  above-mentioned  be  difmiffed. 

A  motion  being  before  the  houfe  in  the  words  following  : 

u  That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  be  difcharged  from  the  in^ 
drucf  ion  given  him  on  the  12  th  in  ft.  Mr.  Howell,  a  delegate  from 
the  date  of  Rhode-Idand,  having  acknowledged  himfelf  the  author  of 
the  extradl  of  the  letter  quoted  in  the  report  of  the  committee.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  to  podpone  the  coniideration. 
of  the  motion  before  the  houfe,  to  make  way  for  one  he  read  in  his 
place,  in  the  words  following  : 

David  Howell,  of  Providence,  in  the  date  of  Rhode-Idand  and 
Providence  Plantations,  now  a  delegate  in  Congrefs  for  faid  date, 
having  in  his  place  made  the  following  declaration,  viz. 

That  he  hath,  in  fundry  letters  to  his  condituents,  written  largely 
on  the  public  affairs,  both  foreign  and  domedic,  of  the  United  States, 
particularly  in  a  letter  of  15  pages,  in  folio,  direaed  to  his  excellency 
William  Greene,  Efq;  governor  of  faid  date,  and  in  another,  lefs  co¬ 
pious,  direded  to  John  Carter,  Efq;  printer  of  the  Providence  Gazette; 
from  one  of  which,  he  doubts  not,  Was  extraaed  a  certain  paragraph  is. 
the  Pr  ovidencc  Gazette  of  the  2d  day  of  November  lad,  as  follows,  viz. 

a  This  day  letters  have  been  read  in  Congrefs  from  Mr.  Adams,  of 
the  l-6th  of  Augud  ;  Mr.  Dumas,  his  fecretary,  of  the  19th.  The 
loan  he  is  negociating  fills  as  fad  as  could  be  expeaed  *  *  *  *  The 
rational  importance  of  the  United  States  is  condantly  rifing  in  the 
edimation  of  European  powers  and  the  civilized  world  *  *  *  *  * 
Such  is  their  credit,  that  they  have  of  late  failed  in  no  application  for 
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foreign  loans,  and  the  danger  on  that  fcore  is,  that  of  contra&ing  too 
*"  ********  *  desunt  non  nulla  ******* 


But  not  having  copies  of  faid  letters,  he  is  at  prefent  unable  to  iden¬ 
tify  the  words  and  fentences  :  the  fubftance  he  avows  to  have  writ¬ 
ten,  not  only  in  faid  letters,  but  others  on  fundry  occahons.  At  the 
fame  time  abfolutely  protefting  generally  againft  any  power  exerci.ec 
or  claimed  by  Congrefs,  to  call  any  member  ot  their  body  to  account 
for  any  information  which  he  may  think  proper  to  communicate  to 
his  conftituents  (the  fecrets  only  of  Congrefs  excepted)  and  more  el- 
peciaily  againft  any  power  in  the  prefent  Congrefs  to  call  to  account 
a  member  of  the  late  Congrefs.  Further  alleging  and  protefting, 
that  the  refolve  of  the  day  of  December  inft.  appointing  a 

committee  of  Congrefs  on  late  publications,  is  a  departure  from  the 
dignity  of  Congrefs,  and  tends  to  eftablilh  a  precedent  dangerous  to 
the  freedom  of  the  prefs,  the  palladium  of  liberty,  civd  and  religious  : 
and  that  the  refolve  of  the  day  of  December  inft.  accepting 

the  report  of  faid  committee,  againft  a  certain  paragraph  in  a  newt- 
paper,  and  demanding  the  writer  thereof  to  be  delivered  up  by' 
the  executive  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  is  in  effect  an  infraction 
of  the  5th  article  of  the  confederation,  which  allows  freedom  ol 
fpeech  and  debate  in  Congrefs,  and  of  courfe  a  free  communica¬ 
tion  of  fuch  fpeeches  and  debates,  to  their  conftituents,  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congrefs,  without  being  accountable  to  that  body  for  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  what  is  faid,  debated  or  communicated  ;  and  declaring  that 
the  fa&s  ftated  in  the  faid  paragraph,  refpe&ing  foreign  loans,  are  fub- 
ftantially  true,  and  can  be  eftablithed  by  authentic  documents,  in  poi- 
feffion  of  Congrefs,  there  having  been  no  eventual  and  final  failure  in 
any  late  application  ;  that  the  opinions  advanced,  were  fuch  as  he  entei- 
tained  and  declared  on  the  floor  of  Congrefs,  when  the  ium  of  a  fo¬ 
reign  loan  was  agitated,  as  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  journal  will  ma- 
nifeft,  and  fuch  as  he  ft  ill  retains,  and  in  which  he  is  not  alone  ;  that 
great  injuftice  may  be  done  to  the  moft  cautious  writer,  by  publilhing 
a  Angle  paragraph  only  of  a  letter  (of  which  however  he  does  not  in 
this  cafe  complain)  and  ftill  greater  by  a  committee  of  Congrefs  le- 
porting  only  a  part  of  fuch  paragraph,  and  thereby  fixing  it  on  the 
journals  in  fuch  a  detached  and  maimed  condition,  of  which  he  does 
complain  ;  and  alleges,  that  fuch  proceeding  threatens  the  privileges 
and  endangers  the  characters  ol  members  ol  Congrefs ;  that  fuch  a 
mode  of  inquilition,  eftablifhed  by  authrority  ol  Congrefs,  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  erect  a  fyftem  of  defpotifm,  by  detering  the  minority  Irom 
writing  freely  to  their  conftituents  fuch  things  as  they  have  a  right 
to  know,  left  their  letters  fhould  be  intercepted,  puhlilhed,  and  in  de¬ 
tached  paragraphs  injurioufly  fixed  on  the  journals  of  Congreis,  by  art 
overbearing  majority  ;  that  it  is  well  known  that  in  his  private  opi¬ 
nion  he  is,  has  been,  and  has  a  right  to  he  againft  the  five  per  cent, 
impoft  ;  his  conftituants  expeefted  him  to  oppofe  it,  that  he  has  been 
faithful  to  them  in  that  particular  will  not  be  denied.  He  is  happy  to 
find  that  the  ftate  he  has  the  honor  to  reprefent,  has  unanimoufly  re- 
jedled  that  dangerous  meafure,  by  a  folemn  determination  of  the  lower 
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houfe  of  a  (Terribly,  on  the  firfl  day  of  November  lad,  53  members  be. 
ing  prefent.  If  the  part  he  has  taken  in  that  regard,  has  drawn  on 
him  the  refentment  of  any,  he  will  endeavour  to  fudain  it  with  a  for¬ 
titude  becoming  the  caule  of  freedom  and  his  country,  which  in  every 
part  of  his  conduct  he  has  uniformly  fupported,  and  for  proof,  appeals 
to  the  journals  of  Congrefs.  His  conftituents  have  hitherto  approved 
his  condud,  and  he  truds  they  will  not  fail  to  fupport  him.  He  con¬ 
siders  himfelf  as  their  lervant,  and  to  them  alone  he  is  accountable  for 
his  doings  ;  and  under  them  the  lervant  of  the  United  States,  and  not 
the  feivant  of  Congrefs.  I  he  declaration  and  proted  aforeg'oinEr,  be¬ 
ing  duly  confidered,  refolved,  that  the  refolution  of 
in  the  words  following,  viz.  “  Refolved,  that  the  fecretary  for  foreign 
affairs  be  indruded  to  write  to  the  executive  of  Rhode-Idand,  requeft- 
ing  them  to  enquire  through  what  channel  the  above  communication 
was  made,  or  who  is  the  fuppoied  author  of  the  extrad  referred  to, 
and  report  accordingly,”  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  revoked. 

I  his  motion  of  Mr.  Howell  being  feconded  by  Mr.  Arnold,  and  on 
the  quedion  to  agree  to  it,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Howell, 

Ne  w-Ha  mp  shire , 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Islandy 

New-Yorky 
New-Jersejy 
Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 

Maryland^ 

Virginia , 

North -  Carolina , 

South-Car  olinay 


So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative, 

A  quedion  was  then  takerr'bn  the  motion  before  the  houfe  ;  where¬ 
upon  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  be  difeharged  from 
the  indrudion  given  him  on  the  12th  ind.  Mr.  Howell,  a  delegate 
from  the  date  of  Rhode-Idand,  having  acknowledged  himfelf  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  extrad  of  the  letter  quoted  in  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  that  day. 


Air.  Gilmany 
Mr.  White, 

Mr.  Os  goody 
Mr.  Gorhaniy 
Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Air.  How  ell , 

Mr.  Floydy 
Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Air.  Clark , 

Mr.  F  'itzsim  monsy 
Mr.  Pctersy 
Air.  Plant gomeryy 
Air.  M^Keany 
All*.  Car  roily 
Air.  Jonesy 
Air.  Madisony 
Air.  Nashy 
Air.  Willi  am  soiiy 
Air.  Blounty 
Air.  Ramsay , 

All*.  Izardy 
Air.  Gervaisy 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 
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A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton)  feconded  by  Mr.  Car- 
roll,  in  the  words  following  : 

«  Congrefs  having  in  refpect  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  ad¬ 
mitted  on  their  journals  an  entry  of  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Howell, 
feconded  by  Mr.  Arnold,  highly  derogatory  to  the  ^onor  and  dignity 
of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  : 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  fuch  meafures 
as  it  will  be  proper  for  Congrefs  to  take  thereupon.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Arnold,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell,  to 
jftrike  out  the  words  u  highly  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled 

And  on  the  queftion,  lliall  the  words  moved  to  be  {truck  out  (land  ? 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Arnold, 


New-Hampsbire , 

Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

■ 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Collins , 

720"] 

! 

Mr.  Arnold , 

720 

^720 

Mr.  Howell , 

720  J 

j 

New-York , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

-  ay 

Mr.  Hamilton , 

New-Jersey , 

Mr,  Boudinot , 

■  oy 

Mr.  Clark , 

an 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

0/1 

1 

Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

0; 

l 

^  * 

Delaware, 

Mr.  MLKean , 

0/  ' 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

!>  * 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jones , 

0/1 

Mr.  Madison , 

0A 

North-Car  oli  na , 

Mr.  Nash , 

1 

Mr.  Williamson , 

YaJ> 

Mr.  Blount , 

\ 

South-Car  olina , 

Mr.  Ramsay , 

) 

Mr.  Izard , 

^  1 

\ay 

Mr.  Gervais , 

<27- 

) 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Members  chofen  for  the  foregoing  committee,  Mr.  Gilman,  Mr. 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  Madifon. 

Thursday  December  19,  1782. 

Ordered ,  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  electing  a  fecretary  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs,  be  poftponed  till  Thurfday  r^xt. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Eitz- 
fimmons  and  Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  12th, 
from  the  fecretary  at  war,  refpe&ing  the  pay  of  artificers  in  colonel 
Baldwin’s  regiment  : 

Resolved ,  That  all  the  artificers,  who  have  not  been  fettled  with  up 
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to  the  laft  day  of  December,  1781,  be  fettled  with  for  pay  and  depre¬ 
ciation  from  the  firft  Ay  of  Auguft,  1780,  to  the  laft  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1781,  at  the  rau  of  12  dollars  per  month,  and  upon  fuch  fettle- 
ment  receive  tb  ues  in  funded  certificates. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ramfay,  Mr.  Nafh  and  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ters,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  draught  of  a  fupplementary  ordi¬ 
nance  for  regulating  the  poft-ofiice,  reported  another  draught,  which 
was  read  a  firft  time,  and  to-morrow  afiigned  for  the  iecond  reading. 

Friday ,  December  20,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  report  fuch  meafures 
as  it  will  be  proper  for  Congrefs  to  take  in  confequencc  of  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Howell  on  the  18th  inftant  : 

7\esolved ,  That  the  faid  motion,  with  the  preceding  refolutions  of 
Congrefs,  to  which  it  refers,  be  tranfmitted  by  the  fecrctary  for  foreign 
affairs  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  with 
«n  authenticated  ftate  of  the  ieveral  applications  for  foreign  loans,  and 
the  refult  thereof. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr. 
Peters  and  Mr.  Gilman,  to  whom  were  referred  letters  of  Jacob  Cuy- 
ler  and  Ifaac  Tichenor,  on  the  fubject  of  Pu its  brought  againft  the  faid 
Tichenor,  for  debts  contracted  by  him  on  account  of  provifions  furnifh- 
ed  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  letters  of  Jacob  Guyler  and  Ifaac  Tich¬ 
enor,  relative  to  fuits  brought  againft  the  faid  Tichenor,  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  for  debts  contracted  by  him  for  fupplies  purchafed  for  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States,  be  tranfmitted  to  and  recommended  to 
the  attention  of  the  faid  ftate. 

Mr.  Ellfworth  and  Mr.  Wolcott,  two  delegates  for  the  ftate  of 
Connecticut,  attended,  and  produced  credentials,  which  were  read,  and 
by  which  it  appears,  that  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  May,  1782,  the 
day  appointed  by  law  for  the  choice  of  delegates,  Samuel  Hunting- 
ton,  Efq;  Oliver  Ellfworth,  Efq;  Richard  Law,  Efq;  Jefle  Root,  Efq; 
Oliver  Wolcott,  Efq;  Benjamin  Huntington,  Elq;  and  Jedediah 
Strong,  Efq;  were  elected  delegates  to  reprefent  that  ftate  in  the  Con¬ 
grefs  of  the  United  States. 

The  fupplementary  ordinance  for  regulating  the  poft-office  was 
read  a  fecond  time,  and  Monday  next  afiigned  for  the  third  reading. 

Saturday,  December  21,  1782. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  a  delegate  for  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  attended, 
and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

The  committee,  confiding’  of  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Rutledge  and  Mr. 
Gilman,  appointed  to  confer  witl;  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  on 
the  fubjedt  of  his  department,  report,  u  that  he  is  willing,  if  it  be  the 
defire  of  Congrefs,  to  remain  in  the  faid  department  until  the  enluing 
fpring,  but  that  it  will  be  neceffary  for  him  to  make  a  Ihort  vilit  to 
the  ftate  of  New-York  in  the  month  of  January,  which  the  commit¬ 
tee  think  will  not  probably  interfere  with  the  public  bufinefs  where¬ 
upon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  election  of  a  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  be 
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poftponed  until  the  fir  ft  Monday  in  May  next  ;  and  that  Mr,  Li- 
vingfton  be  requefted  to  continue  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  that  de¬ 
partment  until  fuch  eledlion  fhall  be  made  ;  and  that  he  have  leave 
of  abfence,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  vifit  to  the  hate  of  New- 
York. 

On  the  report  of  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  a  report  of  a  committee,  on  a  letter  of  the  2d  of  Auguft,  from 
the  faid  fuperintendant : 

Resolved ,  That  the  commiffioners  for  fettling  accounts,  according 
to  the  ad  of  the  20th  of  February  laft,  do  receive  lottery  tickets  as 
vouchers  for  the  prizes  which  may  have  been  drawn  to  fuch  tickets, 
and  certify  the  fame  as  debts  of  the  United  States,  at  and  after  the 
rate  of  one  dollar  in  fpecie  for  every  40  dollars  of  fuch  prizes. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  above,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Gilman, 

Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Coll  ins , 

Mr.  Ellsworth) 

Mr.  Wolcott) 

Mr.  Floyd) 

Mr.  Hamilton) 

Mr.  Boudinot) 

Mr.  Clark) 

Mr.  Elmer) 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

Mr.  Montgomery) 

Mr.  McKean) 

Mr.  Wharton , 

Mr.  Carroll) 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison) 

Mr.  Hawkins) 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Blount) 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr,  Ramsay) 

Mr.  Izard) 

Mr.  GervaiS) 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


New-Hampshi  re, 

Massachusetts) 
Rhode-Island) 
Connecticut , 

New -Tor  k) 

New-Jersey) 

Pennsylvania) 

Delaware , 

Maryland) 

Virginia) 

North-Car  olinU) 
South-Car  olina , 


no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


MondaY)  Dec  liber  23,  1782. 

The  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr. 
McKean,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  from  major  general  Greene, 
of  the  28th  of  Odober  laft,  and  fundry  papers  accompanying  the  fame, 
having  made  the  following  report : 

“  That  it  appears  from  the  papers  referred,  that  the  executive  au¬ 
thority  of  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  had  claimed  in  behalf  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  owners,  citizens  of  the  faid  ftate,  fundry  horfes  rc-captured  on 
Vol.  VIII.  F 


land,  from  the  enemy,  by  a  detachment  of  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  general  principle  that  original  owners  are  entitled  to 
retli tution  of  all  re-captured  property  ;  that  a  council  of  war,  to  which 
the  laid  claim  was  referred  by  major-general  Greene,  had  decided 
againft  its  validity,  and  that  he  has  finally  fubmitted  the  cafe  to  Con- 
grefs. 

On  this  fubjed  the  committee  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  by  the  9th 
of  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affem- 
bled,  are  inverted  with  the  foie  and  exclulive  right  and  power  inter  alia, 
of  ertablilhirig  rules  for  deciding  in  all  cafes  what  captures  on  land  or 
water  fhall  be  legal,  and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land,  or  naval 
forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  Ihall  be  divided  or  appro¬ 
priated,  which  power,  as  it  involves  that  of  deciding  on  the  right  of 
the  enemy  to  the  property  captured,  neceffarily  extends  to  cafes  of  re¬ 
capture  : 

That  with  refped  to  captures  and  re-captures  on  water,  general 
provifion  hath  been  made  by  feveral  ordinances  and  ads  of  Congrefs: 

That  with  refped  to  captures  on  land,  partial  provifion  only  hath 
been  made  ;  and  for  cafes  of  re-capture  on  land,  no  provifion  at  all,  it 
having  been  left  to  the  diferetion  of  the  military  commanders  to  con¬ 
form,  in  the  cafes  omitted,  to  the  general  rules  of  juftice  and  the  cuf- 
toms  of  war,  as  obferved  by  civilized  nations  : 

That  the  particular  cafe  in  queftion,  having  been  decided  in  the 
mode  pradifed  in  the  army  in  like  inftances,  cannot  with  propriety  be 
re-judged  by  Congrefs,  to  whom  is  delegated  in  cafes  of  capture,  a 
legirtative  only,  and  not  a  judiciary  authority  : 

That  neverthelefs,  rtnee  it  is  both  the  duty  and  difpofition  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  to  render  the  arms  of  the  United  States  as  fubfervient  as  pofti- 
ble  to  the  juft  intererts  of  individuals,  as  well  as  to  the  general  de¬ 
fence  ;  and  fince  reftitution  has  been  ordained  to  the  original  owners, 
in  cafes  of  re-capture  on  water  of  property  previoufly  captured  by  the 
enemy  on  land,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  expedient  to 
remit  in  favour  of  the  original  owners,  the  property  re-captured  by 
colonel  Kofkiufko,  and  retained  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  this  view  of  the  fubjed,  the  committee  propofe  the  following 
refolutions:  ' 

lft.  That  Congrefs  approve  of  the  fteps  taken  by  major-general 
Greene,  in  the  cafe  of  the  property  re-captured  on  land  by  colonel 
Kofkiufko,  and  claimed  in  behalf  of  the  original  owners,  by  the  exe¬ 
cutive  authority  of  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  as  ftated  in  his  letter 
of  the  28th  of  Odober  laft  : 

2d.  That  fo  much  of  the  property  re-captured  as  aforefaid,  and  ac¬ 
cruing  to  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  as  (hall  be  fatisfadorily  proven 
to  have  been  captured  from  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  be  remit¬ 
ted  to  the  original  proprietors,  excepting  only  fo  much,  or  the  value 
thereof,  not  exceeding  |th  of  the  whole  value,  as  the  faid  major-gene¬ 
ral  Greene  may  have  promifed,  or  may  be  deemed  by  him  a  proper 
compenfation  to  the  re-captors  : 

3d.  That  leave  be  given  to  the  committee  to  report  an  ordinance 
declaring  in  all  cafes  what  captures  on  land  {hall  be  legal,  and  in  what 
manner  the  fame  Ihall  be  divided  or  appropriated. 
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The  queftion  being  taken  on  the  firfl  resolution, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

When  the  Second  was  under  confideration, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  Seconded  by  Mr.  Gervais,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words  u  and  accruing  to  the  uSe  oS  the  United  States 
And  on  the  queftion,  {hall  thoSe  words  ftand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Gervais, 


New-HampshirCy 
Rbode-Island , 

i 

Connecticut , 

New -York , 
New-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

Nortb-Carolina , 
Stint  b -Carolina , 

t 

So  it  was  reSolved  in  tl 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 
Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clarky 
Mr.  Elmer , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Peters^ 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr,  McKean, 

Mr.  Wbartoi iy 
Mr.  Carrolly 
Mr.  Jonesy 
Mr.  Madisony 
Mr.  Hawkinsy 
Mr.  Williamsotiy 
Mr.  Blounty 
Mr.  Rutledge y 
Mr.  Ramsayy 
Mr.  Izardy 
Mr.  Gervaisy 

affirmative. 


qy 

no 

ay 

divided • 

qy 

qy 


- - 

TuESDAr,  December  24,  1782. 

CongreSs  reSumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  under  debate 
yefterday  ;  and  on  the  queftion  to  agree  thereto, 

ReSolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  queftion  being  taken  on  the  third  reSolution, 

ReSolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fupplementary  ordinance  for  regulating  the  poft-office  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  paffed  as  follows  : 

•'*"  ordinance  for  amending  an  ordinance  for  regulating  the  post-office 

of  the  United  States  of  America: 

Whereas  it  hath  been  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  fince  palling  the 
ordinance  for  regulating  the  poft-office  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  that  fundry  alterations  therein,  and  additions  thereto,  are  necef- 
fary : 
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Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  and  it 
is  hereby  ordained  by  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  privilege  of 
franking  letters  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  extended  to  the  infpe&or- 
general,  the  adjutant-general,  the  director  of  the  hofpitals,  the  quar- 
ter-mafter-general,  the  commiffary  of  prifoners  and  the  pay-mafter- 
general,  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  the  fame  pri¬ 
vilege  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  extended  to  the  officers  at  the  heads 
of  the  like  departments  in  any  feparate  army  ;  all  letters  to  and  from 
whom,  on  public  bufinels,  (hall  pafs  free  of  poftage  ;  and  in  order  to 
prevent  the  multiplicity  of  franks  becoming  too  burthenfome  to  the 
public, 

Be  it  ordained  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
that  the  allowance  not  exceeding  20  per  cent,  on  what  would  be  the 
poftage  of  free  letters  if  they  were  charged,  be  difcontinued,  and  that 
the  public  be  charged  with  no  farther  commiffions  on  free  letters, 
though  they  contain  euclofures,  than  the  officers  of  the  poft-office 
would  be  entitled  to  on  the  poftage  of  the  fame  number  of  fingle  let¬ 
ters  coming  the  fame  diftance  : 

And  be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  claufe  in 
the  ordinance  of  the  18th  of  Oelober  laft,  which  dire&s  the  poft-maf- 
ter-general  and  his  deputies  to  furniffi  extraordinary  exprefles  be,  and 
the  fame  is  hereby  repealed.  Done,  8cc. 

Resolved*  That  the  quarter-mafter-general  furniffi  all  extraordinary 
exprefles  when  the  fervice  requires  them,  any  ordinance  or  refolution 
of  Congrefs  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  feconded  by  Mr  Fitzfimmons, 

Resolved,  That  the  poft-mafter-general  be  directed  to  continue  the 
fouthern  poft  to  Savannah,  in  Georgia  ;  and  that  the  fuperintendant 
of  fir.  anee  furniffi  the  money  neceffary  for  that  purpofe. 

Congrefs  having  received  information  that  the  ftate  of  Virginia  has 
repealed  its  law  agreeing  to  the  duty  on  imports  and  prizes  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  deputation  to  Rhode-Ifland  be  for  the  prefent 
fu (pended  ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  fuch  further 
meafures  as  it  may  be  proper  for  Congrefs  to  take  upon  the  fubjeft 

at  large. 

Friday ,  December  27,  1782. 

Mr.  Condidl,  a  delegate  for  New-Jerfey,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 

On  a  report  from  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  were  re¬ 
ferred  fundry  letters  front  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  J.  Adams  , 

Resolved ,  That  Dr,  Franklin  be  informed  that  the  allowance  he 
has  heretofore  made  and  now  makes  to  Mr.  William  Temple  frank¬ 
lin,  a  cling  in  the  character  of  his  fecretary,  meets  the  approbation  of 
Congrefs  ;  and  that  his  future  allowance  be  300  louis  d’ors  per  an¬ 
num,  until  the  farther  order  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Adams  be  informed  that  Congrefs  agree  to 
the  purchafe  he  has  made  of  a  houfe  at  the  Hague,  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  and  dire#  him  to  take  meafures  for  transferring  to 
them  the  title  thereof.  That  on  his  furni ffiing  an  account  of  the  ba¬ 
lance  (fill  due  on  fuch  purchafe,  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  or- 
ilex  for  the  payment  thereof. 
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Monday  December  30,  1782. 

His  excellency  the  preiident  having  informed  Congrefs  that  the 

lion.  T.  [efferfon  was  arrived  in  town  :  p 

Ordered, ,  That  Mr.  Jefferfon  have  accefs  to  the  feveral  offices  of 
Congrefs,  in  order  that  he  may  gain  a  knowledge  ot  the  affairs  of  the 
United  States,  and  prepare  him  felt  for  the  execution  of  the  trull  r  - 

P°The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr. 
Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  5th,  from  major-general 
the  baron  de  Steuben,  having  confered  with  him  thereupon,  iubmi 
to  the  conlideration  of  Congrefs  the  following  tafts,  refulting  from 
the  communications  made  to  them,  fupported  by  the  ted.momals  of 
the  commander  in  chief  and  many  other  principal  officers  of  the  army  : 

1ft.  That  the  baron  de  Steuben  was  m  Europe  poffeiled  ot  reipec- 
table  military  rank,  and  different  pods  of  honor  and  emolument,  which 
be  relinquished  to  come  to  America  and  offer  his  fervices  at  a  criti¬ 
cal  period  of  the  war,  and  without  any  previous  ftipulations 

2dly.  That  on  his  arrival  he  a&ually  engaged  in  the  army  in  a  very 
difinte retted  manner,  and  without  compenfations  ttmilarto  thofe  which 
bad  been  made  to  ieveral  other  foreign  officeis  .  , 

3dly.  That  under  lingular  difficulties  and  embarraffments  in  the  de¬ 
partment  in  which  he  has  been  employed,  he  has  rendered  very  im¬ 
portant  and  fubftantial  fervices,  by  introducing  into  the  army  a  regu¬ 
lar  formation  and  exad  difeipline,  and  by  eftablifhing  a  fpirit  of  order 
and  ceconomy  in  the  interior  adminiftration  of  the  regiments  ;  which, 
bettdes  other  advantages,  have  been  productive  of  immenfe  favings  to 
the  United  States  ;  that  in  the  commands  in  which  he  has  been  em¬ 
ployed,  he  has  upon  all  occattons  conducted  himfelf  like  a  brave  and 
experienced  officer  :  the  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
facrifices  and  fervices  of  the  baron  de  Steuben,  juttly  entitle  him  to 
the  diftinguifhed  notice  of  Congrefs,  and  to  a  generous  compenlation, 
whenever  the  fituation  of  public  affairs  will  admit  :  the  committee 
farther  report,  that  the  baron  de  Steuben  has  confiderable  arrearages 
of  pay  due  to  him  from  thefe  ftates  on  a  liquidated  account,  and  that 
having  exhaufted  his  refources  in  patt  expenfes,  it  is  now  indifpenfable 
that  a  fum  of  money  (hould  be  paid  him  for  his  prefent  fupport,  and 
to  enable  him  to  take  the  field  another  campaign,  and  propofe  that 
the  fum  of  2400  dollars  be  paid  to  him  for  that  purpofe,  and  charged 

'to  his  account  aforefaid  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  foregoing  propofal  of  the  committee  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  to  take  order. 

The  committee  farther  obferving,  that  from  the  nature  of  the  de¬ 
partment  in  which  the  baron  de  Steuben  is  employed,  he  is  under  the 
neceflity  of  making  frequent  journies,  by  whichhe  incurs  an  addition¬ 
al  expenfe,  and  is  often  deprived  of  the  allowance  of  forage  to  which 
he  is  entitled  ;  thereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  baron  de  Steuben  be  allowed  300  dollars  per 
month,  in  lieu  of  his  extra  pay  and  of  fubfittence  and  forage  for  himfelf 
and  family,  including  waggon  as  well  as  faddle  horfes  ;  and  that  thefe 
allowances  hereafter  ceafe. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Eitsfimmons,  Mr. 
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Madifon  and  Mr.  Rutledge,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  O&o- 
er  the  9th,  from  major-general  Greene,  and  one  of  the  5th,  from  bri¬ 
gadier-general  Wayne,  with  fundrv  papers  enclofed  : 


,  c  .  ,  7.  V  v^^wi6ia,  cuLci  uuu  certain  arti¬ 

cles  of  agreement  with  iundry  merchants,  fubje&s  of  the  crown  of 

Great- Brit  a  in,  then  refiding  in  Savannah,  whereby  it  was  provided 

f  not  f  h  a  i  o  irl  ivi  _ 1  1  1  •  i  .  1 


that  the  laid  merchants  (hould  be  permitted  to  remain  unmolefted  with 

their  effects,  and  to  difpofe  thereof  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 

and  after  having  fo  difpofed  of  them,  to  export  produce  of  the  hate  of 

Georgia,  to  the  amount  of  the  goods  fo  difpofed  of,  to  the  next  Rri- 
tilh  pod. 

Resolved ,  That  the  convention  or  agreement  entered  into  between 
brigadier-general  Wayne  and  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sa¬ 
vannah,  fubje&s  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  refpe&ing  the  fafety 
ol  their  perions  and  property,  and  the  exportation  of  produce  of  the 
ftate  of  Georgia,  to  the  amount  of  the  goods  which  they  have  or  may 
difpole  of  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  the  neared  Britifh  pod, 
be,  and  is  hereby  ratified  ;  and  that  all  commanders  of  armed  veflels, 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  or  belonging  to  any  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  thereof,  do  pay  due  regard  to  the  palTports  which  have  or  (hall 

be  given  by  the  governor  of  the  date  of  Georgia  for  the  purpofes 
aforefaid. 


Tuesday,  December  31,  1782. 


Mr.  Howell,  a  delegate  for  Rhode-ldand,  having  requeded  that  the 
letters  of  the  8th  of  April  and  12th  of  Augud  lad,  from  Dr.  Frank¬ 
lin  to  the  1  upei  intendan t  of  finance,  which  were  read  in  Congrefs  the 
27th  indant,  be  fent  for  ;  and  the  fame  being  laid  before  Congrefs 

Ordered,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  lay  before  Congrefs 
fuch  extra&s  from  Dr.  Franklin’s  letters  of  the  8th  of  April  and  12th 
of  Augud  lad,  as  Mr.  Howell  fhall  point  out  to  him. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Fitzfimmons,  Mr. 
Madifon  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  whom  were  referred  letters  of  the  22d 
and  24th  from  the  fecretary  at  war  : 

Resolved,  I  hat  the  refolutions  of  the  7th  of  Augud  lad,  fo  far  as 
relates  to  the  lines  of  New-Hampfhire,  Rhode-ldand  and  New-Jerfey, 
be  fufpended  till  the  Id  day  of  March  next :  and  alfo,  as  to  the  Penn- 
fyl vania  line,  fo  far  as  to  retain  in  fervice  only  the  officers  neceffary 
to  the  completing  of  three  regiments. 

Resolved,  I  hat  brigadier-general  Hand  be,  and  he  is  hereby  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  office  of  adjutant-general. 


Wednesday,  January  1,  1783. 


On  a  report  of  the  lecretary  for  foreign  affairs  : 

1  he  minider  plenipotentiary  of  his  mod  Chridian  majedy  having 


communicated  to  Congrefs,  through  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs 
on  the  7th  ind.  the  refolution  taken  to  embark  the  army  under  the 
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command  of  the  count  de  Rochambeau,  and  on  the  29th,  their  having 
a  dually  embarked  and  failed  ;  together  with  his  majefty’s  intention 
to  direct  them  to  return  whenever  an  objed  Ihould  offer,  in  which 
they  might  effedually  co-operate  with  the  troops  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  inform  the  minifter 
of  France,  that  though  Congrefs  cannot  fee  without  regret,  the  de¬ 
parture  of  an  army  to  whofe  bravery  and  good  conduit  they  are  fo 
greatly  indebted  for  the  reduction  of  the  enemy's  force  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  yet  that  they  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  attention  of.  his 
majefty  to  the  interefls  of  the  alliance,  not  to  be  perfuaded  that  the 
order  for  their  departure  was  dictated  by  a  conviction  that  they  could 
cl  few  he  re  be  more  ufefully  employed  again  II  the  common  enemy  : 

That  they  wifh  him  to  make  known  to  his  majefty  the  grateful 
fenfe  they  entertain  of  his  attention  to  their  immediateftntereft,  ma- 
nifefted  in  the  important  aid  thus  long  afforded  them,  and  in  his  ge¬ 
nerous  determination  to  dired  his  troops  to  return  to  this  country 
whenever  circumftances  will  admit  of  an  advantageous  co-operation 
with  the  arms  of  the  United  States  ;  that  they  defire  through  him, 
to  recommend  in  a  particular  manner  the  count  de  Rochambeau  and 
the  army  under  his  command,  to  the  favour  of  his  majefty,  having 
the  higheft  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  their  bravery  and  good  condud 
and  with  that  ftrid  difcipline  to  which  they  are  indebted  for  the  per- 
fed  harmony  which  has  fo  happily  fubfifted  between  them  and  the 
foldiers  and  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  make  the  acknowledgments  of  Con¬ 
grefs  in  a  particular  manner  to  his  excellency  the  count  de  Rocham¬ 
beau,  and  fignify  to  him  the  high  fenfe  they  entertain  of  the  diftin- 
guilhed  talents  difplayed  by  him,  with  fo  much  advantage  to  thefe 
dates,  in  the  moft  important  conjundures,  as  well  as  of  the  ftrid  and 
examplary  difcipline  which  have  been  uniformly  confpicuous  in  the 
troops  under  his  command,  and  which  have  defervedly  acquired  the 
admiration  and  efteem  of  the  citizens  of  thefe  ftates,  by  whom  his 
fignal  Cervices,  and  the  delicate  attention  at  all  times  paid  to  their 
private  rights,  will  ever  be  held  in  affedionate  remembrance. 

Thursdat ,  January  2,  1783. 

Mr.  Wilfon,  a  delegate  for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat. 

The  luperintendant  of  finance,  having,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  the 
*Ift  ot  laft  month,  laid  before  Congrefs  copies  of  the  letters  of  the 
Sth  of  April  and  21ft  of  Auguft  laft,  from  Dr.  Franklin. 

On  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Howell, 

Ordered ,  I  hat  the  faid  copies  be  delivered  to  him. 


Frida r,  January  3,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
»  C0mmumcatl0n  from  the  hon-  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 

tfero/W  That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  afFairs  inform  the  minifter 
of  Fiance,  that  Congrefs  learn  with  great  pleafure  that  the  fteps  taken 
by  Congrefs  and  the  refpeftive  ftates,  their  conftituents,  in  oppofuion 
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to  the  attempts  of  the  Britifh  court  to  bring  about  a  partial  negocia* 
tion,  has  been  fatisfactory  to  his  mod  Chriflian  majefty  :  that  his  ma- 
jefty’s  conduCt,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  negociations  commenced  in 
Europe,  as  it  lias  been  communicated  to  Congrefs,  is  fufficient  to  in- 
fpire  a  juft  abhorrence  of  every  a£t  derogatory  to  the  principles  of  the 
alliance,  and  ferves  to  fortify  the  refolutions  which  his  repeated  a£ts 
of  friendfhip,  and  a  fenfe  of  their  own  honor  and  dignity,  had  dictated 
to  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aftembled,  and  the  dates  they  re- 
prefent. 

The  court  conftituted  in  purfuance  of  the  9th  article  of  the  confe¬ 
deration,  to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  difpute  between  the  ftates 
of  Penn fyl vania  and  Connecticut,  refpedting  certain  lands,  having 
heard  and  adjudged  the  faid  difpute,  returned  to  Congrefs  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  final  fentence  and  decree  : 

Ordered ,  That  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  articles  of  confederation, 
the  proceeding  and  final  fentence  and  decree  of  the  faid  court,  be  lodg¬ 
ed  among  the  a£ls  of  Congrefs. 

The  commiffion  to  the  judges  was  returned  with  the  following  en- 
dorfement  : 

“  The  execution  of  this  commifiion  appears  by  the  fchedule  to  the 
fame  annexed. 


Wm.  Whipple, 

(l. 

S.) 

Welcome  Arnold, 

(L. 

S.) 

Wm.  C 

.  Houston, 

(L. 

S.) 

Cyrus 

Griffin, 

(L. 

S.) 

David 

Brearly, 

(L. 

S.) 

The  fchedule  annexed  is  in  the  words  and  figures  following  : 

Proceedings  of  the  court  of  commiftioners,  holden  at  lrenton,  in 
the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  the  12th  ot  November,  1782,  to  determine  a 
controverfy  fublifting  between  the  ftate  ot  Penntylvania  and  the  ftate 
of  Connecticut,  relative  to  difputed  territory. 

At  a  court  of  commiftioners,  holden  at  Trenton,  in  the  ftate  of 
New-Jerfey,  on  the  12th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1782,  agreeably  to  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation,  and  by  virtue 
and  in  purfuance  of  the  commifiion  and  letters  patent  of  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  aftembled,  given  under  their  leal,  and  dated  the 
28th  day  of  Augufi,  in  the  year  aforelaid,  conllituting  and  empower¬ 
ing  the  perfons  therein  named,  to  hear  and  finally  determine  a  con¬ 
troverfy  fublifting  between  the  ftates  ot  Pennlylvania  and  Connedticut, 
relative  to  their  refpe&ive  rights  and  claims  to  certain  dilputed  lands. 

Tuesday ,  I  Itb  November,  1782. 

PRESENT, 

,-p.  .  .  .  C  David  Brearly,  and 

1  he  honorable  £  William  Churchill  Houfton, 

Proclamation  for  filence  being  made, 

The  commifiion  from  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aftembled,  di¬ 
recting  the  fitting  of  the  court,  was  read  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

(Here  follows  the  commiflion  as  recited  in  the  journal  of  the  2Sth 

of  Auguft  laft.) 

The  commiftioners  prefent  took  the  oath  preicribed  by  the  9th 
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article  of  the  confederation,  and  recited  in  the  commiffion,  before  the 
hon.  Ifaac  Smith,  Efq;  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  fuprsme  court  of  judi¬ 
cature  of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  a  certificate  of  which  was  endorfed 
on  the  commiffion. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

The  certificate  endorfed  on  the  commiffion  is  as  follows  : 

I,  Ifaac  Smith,  Efq;  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  fupreme  court  of 
judicature  of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  the 
12th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1782,  perfonally  ap¬ 
peared  before  me,  the  hon.  David  Brearly  and  William  Churchill  Houf- 
ton,  Eqrs;  and  were  feverally  fworn  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine 
the  matter  in  queftion  between  the  ftates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Connedli- 
cut,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  within  commiftion,  according  to  the  beft: 
of  their  judgment,  without  favour,  affection  or  hope  of  reward.  Dated 
at  Trenton,  the  day  and  year  above.  Isaac  Smith. 


Wednesday ,  13^/6  November ,  1782. 

Then  met  purfuant  to  adjournment, 

rrii  ,  i  i  C  David  Brearly,  and 
J  he  honorable  TT  n 

£  William  Churchill  Houfton, 

and  not  being  a  quorum  to  proceed  on  buftnefs, 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 


Efqrs; 


Thursday ,  November  14,  1782. 

Then  met  purfuant  to  adjournment, 

The  honorable  ^wmiam  chiuchi'll  Houfton,  ^  Ehrs5 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 


!2. 


Friday ,  November  15,  178! 

Then  met  purfuant  to  adjournment, 

rp,  ,  i  ,  C  David  Brearly,  and  1 

1  he  honorable  <  .  xr.n.  "  .  ...  TT  n  >  Efcirs; 

£  William  Churchill  Houfton,  5  4  3 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 


Saturday ,  November  16,  1782. 

Then  met  purfuant  to  adjournment, 

The  honorable  S?*™1  Br^ly>  =>r.d  ? 

£  William  Churchill  Houfton,  5  1  1 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  next,  ten  of  the  clock. 


n 


Monday ,  18; th  November ,  1782. 

I  he  court  met  purfuant  to  adjournment,  and  opened  in  form. 

PRESENT, 

William  Whipple, 

Welcome  Arnold, 

The  honorable^  David  Brearly,  ^Efqrs; 

)  William  Churchill  Houfton  , 

Land  Cyrus  Griffin, 

The  hon.  Mr.  Whipple,  Welcome  Arnold  and  Cyrus  Griffin,  Efqrs; 
took  the  oath  prefcribed  by  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation,  and 
Voi..  VIII.  G 


46 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

recited  in  the  commiffion,  before  the  hon.  David  Brearly,  Efq;  chief 
juftice  of  the  date  of  New-Jerfey,  a  certificate  whereof  was  endorfed 
on  the  commiffion. 

John  Neilfon,  Elq;  was  appointed  clerk. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning'  ten  of  the  clock. 

The  certificate  endorfed  on  the  commiffion  is  as  follows  : 

I,  David  Brearly,  Efq;  chief  judice  of  the  date  of  New-Jerfey,  do 
hereby  certify,  that  on  the  18th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1782,  perfonally  appeared  before  me,  the  hon.  William  Whip¬ 
ple,  W elcome  Arnold  and  Cyrus  Griffin,  Efqrs;  and  were  feverally  fworn 
well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  in  quedion  between 
the  dates  oi  Pennlylvania  and  Connecticut,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of 
the  within  commiffion,  according  to  the  bed  of  their  judgment,  without 
favour,  affection  or  hope  of  reward.  Dated  at  Trenton,  the  day  and 
year  above. 

David  Brearly. 


l 


1 Tuesday ,  \9tb  November ,  1782. 

The  court  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

PRESEN  T, 

William  Whipple,  prefident, 

Welcome  Arnold, 

The  honorable<J  William  Churchill  Houdon,  VEfqrs; 

Cyrus  Griffin  and  j 

David  Brearly, 

John  Neilfon,  Efq;  took  the  oath  of  office  as  clerk  of  the  court. 

Proclamation  was  made  for  all  perfons  concerned  to  attend  the  court 
and  be  heard. 

William  Bradford,  jun.  Jofeph  Reed,  James  Wilfon  and  Jonathan 
Dickinfon  Sergeant,  Efqrs;  appearing  as  agents,  and  Henry  Ofborne, 
Efq;  as  folicitor  for  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  produced  their  creden¬ 
tials  and  powers  as  recited  in  the  journals  of  Congrefs,  in  thefe  words  : 

[Here  follows  the  powers  as  recited  in  the  journal  of  Congrefs  of 
the  16th  of  July,  1782:] 

Which  being  read,  were  accepted  by  the  court,  and  their  appear¬ 
ance  accordingly  entered  for  the  date  of  Pennfylvania. 

Eliphalet  Dyer,  William  Samuel  Johnfon  and  Jefle  Root,  Efqrs; 
appearing  as  agents  for  the  date  of  Connecticut,  produced  their  cre¬ 
dentials  and  powers  as  they  here  follow: 

Be  it  known,  that  we,  the  governor  and  company  of 

I  g  *  the  date  of  Connecticut,  in  America,  have  authorized, 
*  *  *  *  condituted  and  appointed,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  con- 

ditute,  authorize  and  appoint  the  hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer, 
Wtilliam  Samuel  Johnfon  and  Jefle  Root,  Efqrs;  our  agents,  procura¬ 
tors  and  attornies,  in  our  name  and  behalf  to  appear,  and  us  to  repre- 
fent,  before  the  honorable  court  of  commiffioners,  condituted,  appoint¬ 
ed  and  commiffioned  by  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  purfuant 
to  the  9th  article  of  confederation,  to  be  holden  at  Trenton,  in  New- 
Jerfey,  on  the  12th  day  of  November  ind.  and  at  all  other  times  and 
places  where  laid  court  may  be  holden,  to  hear,  judge  and  determine 
the  controverfy  fubfiding  between  the  date  of  Pennfylvania  and  the 
date  of  Connecticut,  refpeCting  the  title,  jurifdiCtion,  poffeffion  and 
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claim,  to  a  certain  territory  of  country,  contained  within  the  bounds 
and  limits  of  the  royal  charter  and  patent  of  his  majehy  king  Charles 
the  2d,  to  the  governor  and  company  of  the  late  Englifh  colony  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  claimed  by  the  (late  of  Pen nfyl vania.  And  we  do  by  thefe 
prefents  give  and  grant  to  our  faid  agents  and  attornies,  the  faid  Eli- 
phalet  Dyer,  William  Samuel  Johnfon  and  Jefle  Root,  Efqrs;  or  either 
two  of  them,  full  and  ample  powers  of  attorney  and  procuration,  lor 
us  and  in  our  name  and  Head  to  purfue,  implead,  anfwer  and  defend, 
in  all  and  lingular  the  the  quehions,  matters  and  things  that  lhall  be 
moved  or  any  way  come  before  faid  court,  relative  to  the  controverfy 
aforelaid  ;  and  to  folicit,  move,  a  ft  and  tranfaft,  in  all  things  whatsoe¬ 
ver  which  Shall  be  found  requifite  and  fitting,  on  the  part  of  us  the 
faid  governor  and  company  of  the  hate  of  Connecticut,  as  fully  and  in 
as  ample  a  manner  as  we  ourfelves  might  or  could  do,  until  final  judg¬ 
ment  (hall  be  had  and  rendered  in  the  premifes.  And  we  do  hereby 
engage  to  hold  good  and  valid  in  the  law,  what  our  faid  attornies  fhall 
do  in  the  premifes  in  purfuance  of  the  powers  herein  given  to  them, 
and  the  inftruftions  they  may,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  us,  and 
to  ratify  and  confirm  the  fame,  with  power  to  employ  council  learned 
in  the  law  as  they  lhall  judge  needful.  In  tehimony  whereof,  the  go¬ 
vernor  has  ligned  thefe  our  letters  of  attorney  and  procuration,  and 
caufed  the  feal  of  our  hate  to  be  affixed  to  them. 

Done  at  Lebanon,  in  our  faid  hate,  this  firh  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1782,  and  in  the  7th  year  of  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 

By  his  excellency’s  command  : 

George  Wyllis,  Secretary . 

Which  being  read,  were  accepted  by  the  court,  and  their  appear** 
ance  accordingly  entered  for  the  hate  of  Connefticut. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  agents  for  the  hate  of  Connefticut,  that 
the  petition  preferred  by  the  executive  council  of  the  hate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  to  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled,  praying  that  a  court 
might  be  appointed  for  deciding  the  controverfy  fubfihing  between 
the  faid  hate  and  the  hate  of  Connefticut,  or  an  authentic  copy  there¬ 
of,  fhould  be  produced  and  read  : 

Which  after  argument  was  over-ruled  by  the  court. 

A  motion  in  writing  was  then  offered  by  the  agents  of  the  hate  of 
Connefticut,  in  the  words  following  : 

Trenton ,  November ,  A .  D.  1782. 

State  of  New-Jerfey,  IT. 

At  a  court  of  commihioners  for  the  trial  of  the  caufe  between  the 
hates  of  Connefticut  and  Pennfylvania,  relative  to  the  jurifdiftion  and 
property  in  certain  lands  lying  weh  of  Delaware  river,  within  the  char¬ 
ter  boundaries  of  faid  hates. 

The  agents  for  the  hate  of  Connefticut,  faving  to  themfelves  all 
advantages  of  other  and  further  defence  in  faid  caufe,  beg  leave  to 
fuggeh,  inform  and  give  the  court  to  underhand,  that  there  are  many 
perfons,  who  are  tenants,  in  poheffion  of  the  lands  in  controverfy, 
holding,  improving  and  claiming  large  quantities  of  faid  land,  under 
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titles  from  the  ftates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut  refpe&iVely,  par-? 
ticularlv  the  two  large  companies  of  Delaware  and  Sufquehannah,  con¬ 
fining  of  more  than  2000  perfons,  many  of  whofe  people  are  in,  pof- 
felTing,  improving  and  holding  large  traCts  of  faid  lands  in  controverfy, 
under  title  from  the  itate  of  Connecticut,  whole  titles  under  faid  hates 
refpeCtively,  will  be  materially  affeCted  by  the  decifioil  in  this  cafe,  yet 
have  not  been  cited  or  any  way  legally  notified  to  be  prefent  at  faid 
trial  to  defend  their  titles  refpeCtively,  which,  by  the  rules  of  proceed¬ 
ing  in  a  courlc  of  juflice,  ought  to  be  done  before  any  further  proceed¬ 
ings  are  had  in  faid  cafe  ;  and  thereupon  faid  agents  move  this  honor¬ 
able  court  to  caufe  faid  companies  of  Delaware  and  Sufquehannah  and 
other  tenants  in  polTeffion,  holding  under  title  from  either  of  faid 
hates,  to  be  duly  cited  in  fome  proper  and  reafonable  manner  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  defend  at  faid  trial,  if  they  fee  caufe,  before  any  farther  pro¬ 
ceedings  are  had  in  faid  caufe  ;  and  of  this  they  pray  the  opinion  of 
this  honorable  court, 

E.  Dyer,  r 

Wm,  S.  Johnson,  t  agents  or 

T  -n  j  f  Connecticut. 

J.  Root,  J 

After  argument,  the  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  ten  of  the  clock. 

Wednesday ,  20tb  November ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  yeherday. 

The  court  gave  their  opinion  on  the  motion  of  yeherday,  made  in 
writing  by  the  agents  of  Connecticut  : 

That  the  fame  cannot  be  admitted  according  to  the  conhruCtion  of 
the  9th  article  of  the  confederation,  and  the  tenor  and  defign  of  the 
commihion  under  which  they  aCt. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  agents  for  the  hate  of  Pennfylvania,  in 
the  words  following  : 

“““ ““ 

November  20 tb,  1782. 

The  agents  of  Pennfylvania,  apprehending  that  the  agents  of  Con¬ 
necticut  defign  to  move  the  court  to  pohpone  or  put  off  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  caufe  now  depending  before  them,  do  give  notice  to  the 
faid  agents  for  Connecticut,  in  the  prefence  of  the  court,  that  they, 
the  faid  agents  of  Pennfylvania,  will  oppole  any  motions  of  that  na¬ 
ture  being  made  after  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania  has 
been  opened,  or  the  merits  of  the  caufe  entered  upon  ;  and  if  the  faid 
agents  for  Connecticut  propofe  to  make  any  fuch  motion,  the  agents 
for  Pennfylvania  do  exprefs  their  willingnefs  that  time  be  given  them 
for  that  purpofe. 

Wm.  Bradford,  jun. 
Jos.  Reed, 

James  Wilson, 

Jon.  D.  Sergeant. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Thursday,  21$f  November,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  agents  for' the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  in 
thefe  words  ; 
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Trenton ,  New-Jersey^  November ,  1782. 

Court  of  commissioners ,  case  Pennsylvania ,  *>.  Connecticut . 

And  now  the  agents  of  the  date  ot  Connecticut,  unwilling  to  give 
any  unneceffary  delay,  but  confidering  the  magnitude  of  this  caufe,  its 
length  and  intricacy,  and  the  high  importance,  that  it  Should  be  tho¬ 
roughly  invedigated,  and  not  only  juftly  determined,  but  in  a  man¬ 
ner  fatisfa&orily  to  the  parties  concerned;  and  the  date  of  Penn¬ 
fylvania  not  having  yet  filed  any  declaration  or  date  o!  their  claim  in 
this  court,  whereby  the  agents  for  Connedlicut  can  know  what  the 
demands  of  Pennfylvania  are,  or  what  they  have  to  anfwer  to,  and  know¬ 
ing  that  there  are  many  exhibits  and  proofs,  which  will  be  e (Ten ti ally 
necefiary  in  the  collide  of  faid  caufe,  which  we  have  not  nor  hath  it 
been  in  our  power  to  procure,  viz.  a  certain  original  deed  from  the 
Indians,  of  a  large  parcel  of  the  lands  in  difpute,  obtained  from  their 
chiefs  and  fachems  at  their  council  fire  m  Onondaga,  in  A.  D.  1763, 
which  is  now  in  England,  left  there  before  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  unhappy  war,  and  which  we  h^ve  never  fince  been  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  ;  and  other  neceffary  evidence  and  proofs,  which  on  examination 
we  find  we  are  not  at  prefent  pofTeffed  of,  which  may  be  wanted  in  the 
courfe  of  faid  trial,  and  not  yet  knowing  what  conceflions  may  be 
made  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania,  do  confent  to  proceed  in  the  trial 
of  faid  caufe  ;  at  the  fame  time  referving  to  ourlelves  the  right  of 
moving  in  any  dage  of  faid  trial,  to  have  the  fame  podponed,  as  the 
nature  and  exigencies  of  the  cafe  may  require,  and  that  the  agents  for 
Pennfylvania  have  on  their  part  the  fame  advantages,  and  that  this 
motion  be  made  parcel  of  the  files  of  this  honorable  court. 

k'T  gYEE’  1  agents  for 

W  S.  Johnson,  l  Co6nneaicut. 

J.  Root,  J 

Whereupon  the  agents  for  the  date  of  Pennfylvania  moved  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

The  agents  of  Pennfylvania,  in  anfwer  to  the  written  motion  pre¬ 
ferred  by  the  agents  of  Connecticut,  do  fay,  that  they  are  now  ready, 
and  have  been  for  fome  time,  to  exhibit  their  claim  on  the  part  ol 
Pennfylvania,  but  have  b,een  delayed  by  the  expectation  founded  on 
the  promife  made  in  the  pre fence  of  the  court  by  the  agents  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  to  file  their  claim  at  the  fame  time.  Yet  they  fay  in  anfwer 
to  that  part  of  the  faid  motion,  which  claims  the  right  of  moving  in 
any  dage  of  the  trial  to  have  the  fame  podponed,  that  the  court  ought 
not  to  hear  and  admit  any  motion  to  podpone  the  trial  after  the  fame 
lias  begun  and  proceeded  to  a  hearing  of  the  merits  of  the  saufe  ;  and 
of  this  they  pray  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Wm.  Bradford,  jun. 

Jos.  Reed, 

James  Wilson, 

Jona.  D.  Sergeant. 

November  21,  1782. 

After  argument  the  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  ten  of  the  clock. 


Friday ,  22c/  November ,  1782. 
The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before 
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I  he  court  ordered  the  motions  now  before  them  in  writing  to  be 
filed. 

1  he  agents  for  Pennfylvania  laid  before  the  court  the  following 
flate  and  reprefen tation  : 

1  o  the  honorable  the  commijffioners  and  judges  appointed  to  hear 
and  finally  determine  the  controverfy  fubfifling  between  the  flate  of 
Penn tyl vania  and  the  flate  ot  Connecticut.  The  agents  of  the  hate  of 
Penntylvania  beg  leave  humbly  to  flate  and  reprefent  in  behalf  of  the 
faid  flate. 

Id.  1  hat  king  Charles  the  2d,  then  king  of  Great-Britain,  on  the 
4th  day  ot  March,  iu  the  year  ot  our  Lord  168  1,  by  his  letters  pa¬ 
tent,  dated  on  the  fame  day  and  year'aforefaid,  did  grant  to  William 
Penn,  the  fir  ft  proprietary  and  governor  of  Pennfylvania,  his  heirs  and 
affigns,  all  that  tract  or  part  of  land  in  America,  with  the  iflands 
therein  contained,  as  the  lame  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Delaware  ri¬ 
ver,  trom  12  miles  diftance  northwards  of  New-Caftle  town,  unto  the 
three  and  fortieth  degree  ot  northern  latitude,  if  the  faid  river  doth 
extend  fo  tar  northward  ;  but  if  the  faid  river  fnall  not  extend  fo  far 
northward,  then  by  the  laid  river  fo  far  as  it  doth  extend,  and  from 
the  head  of  the  faid  river,  the  eaflern  bounds  are  to  be  determined  by 
a  meridian  line  to  he  drawn  from  the  head  of  the  faid  river  unto  the 
laid  43d  degree  ;  the  laid  land  to  extend  weflward  five  degrees  in  lon¬ 
gitude,  to  he  computed  from  the  faid  eaflern  hounds  ;  and  the  faid 
lands  to  he  hounded  on  the  north  by  the  beginning  of  the  three  and 
fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  on  the  fouth  by  a  circle  drawn 
at  12  miles  diflance  from  New-Gaftle  northward  and  weflward  unto 
the  beginning  of  the  40th  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  then  by  a 
flraight  line  weftwards  to  the  limits  of  longitude  above-mentioned.” 
By  which  letters  patent  the  jurifdidtion  and  right  of  government 
within  the  limits  aforefaid,  and  alfo  the  right  of  foil  were  conveyed, 
and  under  which  Pennfylvania  hath  been  held,  fettled  and  poffelTed. 

2d.  That  the  faid  William  Penn  and  the  fucceeding  proprietaries  of 
Pennfylvania,  at  different  periods,  purebafed  from  the  native  Indians 
their  right  of  foil  within  different  diftritts  of  the  limits  aforefaid,  and 
received  deeds  from  them  for  the  fame,  and  particularly  on  the  25th 
day  of  OClober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1736,  the  faid  Indians  con¬ 
veyed  to  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  the  then  proprietaries  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  full  and  ahfolute  right  of  pre-emption,  of  and  in  all 
the  lands  not  before  fold  by  them  to  the  laid  proprietaries  within  the 
limits  aforefaid. 

3d.  That  the  fouthern  hounds  of  Pennfylvania,  fo  far  as  the  fame 
adjoins  on  Maryland,  have  been  long  fince  fettled  ;  and  the  fame,  fo 
far  as  the  flate  adjoins  upon  Virginia,  have  alfo  been  fettled  of  late  by 
a  line,  called  Mafon  and  Dixon’s  line,  continued  to  the  end  of  five 
degrees  of  longitude  from  the  river  Delaware  ;  that  the  northern  bounds 
have  always  been  deemed  to  extend  to  the  end  of  the  42d  degree  where 
the  figures  42  are  marked  on  the  map,  the  river  Delaware  being  found 
to  extend  fo  far  north  and  farther  ;  that  the  faid  river  purfuing  the 
eafl  or  main  branch  thereof,  above  the  forks  at  Eafton,  hath  ever  been 
deemed  to  be  one  boundary  of  Pennfylvania,  from  12  miles  above 
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•JSIew-Cahle,  on  the  faid  river,  to  the  faid  end  of  the  42 d  degree,  and 
that  a  flraight  line  from  thence  to  the  place  where  the  fame  fliall  in- 
terfeCt  another  hraight  line,  drawn  from  the  end  of  the  laid  fonthern 
line  of  boundary  of  Pennfylvania,  commonly  called  Malon  and  Dixon’s 
line,  continued  to  the  extent  of  five  degrees  of  longitude  from  the  ri¬ 
ver  Delaware,  is  another  boundary  of  the  faid  hate  ol  Pennfylvania. 

4th.  That  the  late  province  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  4th  day  of  Ju¬ 
ly,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  did  join  with  the  other  twelve,  late 
provinces,  now  hates,  in  the  declaration  of  independence,  and  loon  al¬ 
ter  ehablilhed  a  conftitution  and  government  founded  on  the  authority 
of  the  people,  which  they  continue  hill  to  exercife  and  enjoy  ;  and  they 
did  aifo  join  in  the  articles  of  confederation  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
that  being  fo  independent  and  fovereign,  on  the  27th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1779,  they  did  by  an  aft  of  their  legifla- 
ture,  confiding  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  ol  the  laid  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennfylvania  in  general  affembly  met,  duly  made  and 
paffed  according  to  the  directions  of  their  frame  of  government,  veh 
the  right  of  foil  and  ehate  of  the  late  proprietaries  of  Pennfylvania  in 
the  faid  commonwealth ;  and  that  by  means  thereof,  and  ol  the  leverai 
matters  and  things  herein  before  fet  forth,  the  faid  commonwealth,  or 
hate  of  Pennfylvania,  is  entitled  to  the  right  of  jurifdiCtion,  and  right 
of  foil  within  all  the  limits  aforefaid. 

5th.  That,  neverthelefs,  fundry  perfons  pretending  to  claim  under 
the  late  colony,  now  hate  of  Connecticut,  before  the  revolution,  have 
violently  fettled  themfelves  within  the  limits  aforefaid,  and  the  colony 
of  Connecticut  by  an  aCt  of  their  legihature,  made  and  paffed  a  fliort 
time  before  the  revolution,  have  encouraged  the  faid  violent  fettlement 
and  intrufion,  and  afferted  their  claim  as  a  colony  to  a  large  part  of 
the  lands  within  the  limits  aforefaid,  as  well  in  point  of  jurisdiction 
as  territory  ;  and  that  fince  the  revolution,  the  faid  intrufions  are  con¬ 
tinued  and  daily  increafed  by  the  faid  perfons  pretending  to  claim  un¬ 
der  the  hate  of  Connecticut,  and  the  claim  of  the  faid  hate  is  by  the 
faid  hate  hill  continued  and  perfihed  in,  and  the  j urifdi Ution  of  the 
faid  hate  actually  afferted  and  exercifed,  within  a  part  of  the  hate  of 
Pennfylvania,  in  defiance  of  all  law  and  juhice. 

Wherefore  the  faid  agents  do  humbly  pray,  that  this  honorable  court 
taking  into  confideration  the  premifes,  as  well  as  all  other  matters 
and  proofs  that  may  be  alleged  and  fhewn  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania 
and  of  Connecticut  before  you,  you  will  proceed  agreeably  to  the  tenor 
of  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation,  to  determine  and  decide  in  the 
premifes  according  as  to  right  and  juhice  fliall  be  found  to  appertain* 

William  Bradford,  jun. 
Jos.  Reed, 

James  Wilson, 

Jona.  D.  Sergeant. 

November  20,  1782. 

The  agents  for  Connecticut  alfo  exhibited  to  the  court  a  hate  of  the 
cafe  on  the  part  of  Connecticut,  as  follows  : 

The  hate  of  the  cafe  on  the  part  of  Connecticut,  exhibited  to  the 
honorable  court  of  commiflioners  at  Trenton,  November,  A.  D.  1782. 

[A.  D.  1497.]  Sebahian  Cabot,  a  fubjeCt  of  England,  was  employ- 
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eel  by  Henry  the  7th,  king  of  England,  to  difeover  a  north  weft  paf- 
iage  to  China,  and  in  that  iervice,  in  or  about  the  year  1497,  he  a  if- 
covered  all  the  north  eaft  coaft  of  America,  from  cape  Florida,  in  25 
degrees  north  latitude,  to  67 1  degrees,  by  which  the  crown  of  England 
became  entitled  thereto,  fo  far  as  the  right  of  find  difeovery  could  en¬ 
title.  King  James  the  firft,  in  the  1 8th  year  of  his  reign,  [A.  D.  1620,] 
by  letters  patent,  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  gave  the  name  of 
New-England,  in  America,  to  all  that  circuit,  continent  and  limits  in 
America,  in  breadth,  from  40  degrees  of  northerly  latitwde  from  the 
equinoctial  line,  to  48  degrees  of  faid  northerly  latitude,  and  in  length, 
by  all  the  breadth  throughout  the  main  land  from  fea  to  fea,  with  all 
the  rivers,  leas,  See.  within  the  fame  degrees  of  latitude  and  longitude  ; 
and  incorporated  the  duke  of  Lenox,  and  divers  other  perfons,  by  the 
name  of  the  council  eftablifhed  at  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering  and  governing  of  New-England,  in 
America  ;  and  to  them  and  their  fuccelfors,  grants  all  the  lands,  See. 
viz.  that  afore  faid  part  of  America,  lying  and  being  in  breadth  from 
40  degrees  of  northerly  latitude,  from  the  equinoctial  line,  to  48  de¬ 
grees  of  the  faid  northerly  latitude,  inclufively,  and  in  length,  of  and 
within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid  throughout  the  main  lands,  from  fea 
to  fea,  together  alfo  with  all  the  firm  lands,  foils,  grounds,  See.  and  all 
and  fmgular  other  commodities,  jurifdiCtions,  royalties,  privileges,  fran- 
ehifes  and  pre-eminences,  both  within  the  faid  traCf,  upon  the  land 
upon  the  main,  and  alfo  within  the  faid  iflands  and  feas  adjoining  ; 
Provided  always,  that  the  faid  iflands  or  any  of  the  premifes  herein  be¬ 
fore  -mentioned,  and  by  thefe  prefents  intended  and  meant  to  be  grant¬ 
ed,  were  not  actually  poffefted  or  inhabited  by  other  Chriftian  prince 
or  (late,  nor  within  the  bounds,  limits  or  territories  of  that  foutherri 
colony  heretofore  by  us  granted,  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  our  loving 
fubjeCts  in  the  fouth  part.  And  did  further  command  and  authorize 
the  faid  council  and  their  fuccelfors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  dif- 
tribute,  convey,  affign,  and  fet  over  fuch  particular  portions  of  faid 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  to  fuch  fubjeCts,  adventurers  and 
planters,  as  they  Ihonld  think  proper,  refpeCt  being  had  as  well  to  the 
proportion  of  the  adventurers  as  to  the  fpecial  hazard,  exploit  or  me¬ 
rit  of  any  perfon  to  be  recompenfed,  advanced  or  rewarded. 

[March  19,  1628.]  The  laid  council  of  Plymouth  granted  to  fir 
Henry  Rofwell,  See.  their  heirs  and  alfigns,  and  their  alfociates  for¬ 
ever,  all  that  part,  of  New-England,  in  America  aforefaid,  which  lies 
and  extends  between  a  great  river,  there  commonly  called  Monomack, 
alias  Merrimack,  and  a  certain  other  river  there,  called  Charles  river, 
being  in  the  bottom  of  a  bay,  called  Malfachufetts,  alias  Mattachu- 
fetts,  alias  Mattatufetts-Bay,  and  all  and  fingular  thole  lands  and 
hereditaments  whatloever,  lying  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englilh 
miles,  on  the  fouth  part  of  the  faid  Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  every 
part  thereof,  and  alfo  all  and  fingular  the  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatloever,  lying  and  being  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles, 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  fouthermofl  part  of  the  faid  bay,  called  Maf- 
fachufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts,  alias  Mattatufetts-Bay,  and  alfo  all 
thofe  lands  and  hereditaments  whatloever,  which  lie  and  be  within 
the  fpace  of  three  Englilh  miles,  to  the  northward  of  the  faid  river, 
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called  Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,  or  to  the  northward  of  any  and 
every  part  thereof,  and  all  lands  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying 
within  the  limits  aforefaid,  north  and  fouth,  in  latitude  and  in  breadth, 
and  in  length  and  longitude  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  atorelaid, 
throughout  the  main  lands  there,  from  the  Atlantic  and  Weltern-lea 
and  ocean,  on  the  eaft  part  to  the  South-lea,  on  the  weft  part,  and  all 
the  lands  and  grounds,  &c.  King  Charles  the  1ft,  by  his  letters  patent, 
under  the  great  feal  of  England,  did  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  laid 
lir  Henry  Rofwell,  See.  [March  4,  1629,]  their  heirs  and  afiigns,  and 
their  affociates,  all  the  laid  part  of  New-England,  in  America,  lying 
and  extending  between  the  bounds  and  limits  in  the  laid  indenture 
exp  re  (Ted,  Stc.  Provided  always,  that  if  the  faid  lands,  illands,  or  any 
the  premifes  before-mentioned,  and  by  the  faid  letters  patent,  laft  men¬ 
tioned,  intended  and  ment  to  be  granted,  were,  at  the  time  of  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  the  faid  former  letters  patent,  dated  the  3d  day  of  November,  in 
the  18th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majefty,  king  James  the  1ft,  a&ually 
pofTefTed  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Chriftian  prince  or  ftate,  or  were 
within  the  bounds,  limits  or  territories  of  the  faid  fouthern  colony 
then  before  granted  by  the  faid  king,  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  his 
loving  fubjedts  in  the  fouth  parts  of  America,  that  then  the  faid  grants 
ftiould  not  extend  to  any  iuch  parts  or  parcels  thereof,  fo  formerly 
inhabited  or  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  fouthern  plantation  as 
aforefaid.  But  as  to  thofe  parts  or  parcels  fo  poffeffed  or  inhabited 
by  any  fuch  Chriftan  prince  or  ftate,  or  being  within  the  boundaries 
aforefaid,  fhould  be  utterly  void. 

[March  19,  1631.]  Robert  Earl  of  Warwick,  preftdent  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  Plymouth,  by  his  deed,  bearing  date  the  19th  day  of  March, 
Anno  Dorn.  1631, did  give,  grant,  bargain,  fell  and  confirm  unto  the 
right  hon.  William  vifeount  Say  and  Seal,  Rc.  their  heirs  and  aftigns, 
and  their  affociates  forever,  all  that  part  of  New-England,  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  which  lies  and  extends  itfelf  from  a  river  there  called  Narragan- 
fett  river,  the  fpace  of  40  leagues  upon  a  ftraight  line,  near  the  fea- 
fhore,  towards  the  fouth-weft,  weft  and  by  fouth,  or  weft,  as  the  coaft 
lieth  towards  Virginia,  accounting  three  Englilli  miles  to  the  league  ; 
and  alfo  all  and  lingular  the  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  ly¬ 
ing  and  being  within  the  lands  aforefaid,  north  and  fouth  in  latitude 
and  breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth 
aforefaid,  throughout  the  main  lands  there,  from  the  weftern  ocean 
to  the  South-fea,  and  all  lands  and  grounds,  havens,  rivers,  waters, 
filhings  and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  within  the  faid  fpace, 
and  every  part  and  parcel  thereoi,  and  alfo  all  the  illands  lying  in 
America  aforefaid,  in  the  faid  feas  or  either  of  them,  on  the  weftern 
or  eaftern  coafts,  or  parts  of  the  faid  tradls  of  land  by  thefe  prelents 
mentioned  to  be  given  and  granted  ;  to  have  and  to  hold,  unto  the 
faid  William  vifeount  Say  and  Seal,  &c.  their  heirs  and  aftigns,  and 
their  affociates,  to  their  only  proper  life  and  behoof  for  evermore. 

The  Connecticut  people  eftablilhed  government,  and  foon  after  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  fettle  on  the  land  aforefaid,  upon  the  right  and  as  affociates 
of  the  lords  Say  and  Seal,  8tc.  under  the  patents  aforefaid,  which 
lands  they  were  afterwards  veiled  with,  having  obtained  the  native 
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right  by  purchafe  and  conqueft,  and  having  fettled  many  towns  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  faid  patent,  and  as  far  weft  as  the  Dutch  pofleflions 
near  Hudfon’s  river,  they  as  early  as  A.  D.  1650,  extended  their 
claims  and  polTeflions  on  the  weft  (ide  ot'  Delaware  river,  and  made 
purchafes  of  large  trails  of  lands  of  the  Indians  there. 

In  1635,  the  faid  Plymouth  company  furrendered  their  patent  to  the 
crown. 

[April  2  3d,  1662.]  King  Charles  the  2d,  by  his  letters  patent  un¬ 
der  the  great  feal  of  England,  bearing  date  the  23d  day  of  April, 
Anno  Dorn.  1662,  ordained,  conftituted,  and  declared  John  Winthrop, 
John  Malon,  Samuel  Willis,  and  16  others  by  name,  and  all  fuch 
others  as  then  were  or  thereafter  Ihould  be  admitted  and  made  free, 
of  the  company  and  fociety  of  the  colony  of  Connedicut,  in  America, 
Ihould,  from  time  to  time,  and  for  ever  thereafter,  be  one  body  cor¬ 
porate  and  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name,  by  the  name  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Englilh  colony  of  Connedicut,  in  New-England, 
in  America,  with  certain  powers,  privileges  and  authorities  ;  and  there¬ 
in  granted  to  them  and  their  fuccefTors,  all  that  part  of  his  dominions 
in  New-England,  in  America,  bounden  on  the  eaft  by  Narraganfett 
river,  commonly  called  Narraganfett-bay,  where  the  faid  river  falleth 
into  the  fea,  and  on  the  north  by  the  line  of  the  MalTachufetts  plan¬ 
tation,  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  fea,  and  in  longitude,  as  the  line  of 
the  MalTachufetts  colony,  running  from  eaft  to  weft,  that  is  to  fay, 
from  the  faid  Narraganfett-bay  on  the  eaft,  to  the  South-fea  on  the 
weft,  with  the  iftands  thereunto  adjoining,  together  with  all  the  firm 
lancis,  See.  to  have  and  to  hold  the  fame  unto  the  faid  governor  and 
company,  their  fuccefTors  and  aftigns  forever,  upon  truft,  and  to  and 
for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  themfelves  and  their  aftociates,  freemen  of 
the  faid  colony,  their  heirs  and  aftigns,  to  be  holden  of  the  king,  his 
heirs  and  fuccefTors,  as  of  his  manor  of  Eaft-Greenwicb,  in  free  and 
common  foccage,  and  not  in  capite  or  by  knights  fervice. 

Whereby  the  faid  governor  and  company  became  veiled  with  right 
of  jurifdidion  over,  and  feized  of  the  crown  title,  and  of  the  exclufive 
right  of  pre-emption  to  all  the  lands  within  the  boundaries  in  faid  pa¬ 
tent  mentioned  and  deferibed,  excepting  only  fuch  part  of  the  fame  as 
was  then  adually  in  the  pofteftion  of  the  Dutch  :  and  in  fad  the  lands 
in  controverfy,  between  the  Hates  of  Pennfyl vania  and  Connedicut, 
in  this  cafe,  are  contained  within  the  faid  limits  of  faid  patent,  viz. 
within  a  line  drawn  from  the  eaft  fide  of  a  creek  or  river,  called  Mo- 
maroneck,  where  the  frefh  water  falls  into  the  fait,  at  high-water  mark, 
weft  parallel  to  the  fouth  line  of  the  patents  to  the  MalTachufetts 
afore  faid. 

[March  12,  1664.]  King  Charles  the  2d,  by  his  letters  patent,  un¬ 
der  the  great  feal  of  England,  bearing  date  the  12  day  of  March, 
Anno  Dom.  1664,  gave  and  granted  unto  his  royal  brother  James, 
duke  of  York,  all  that  part  of  the  main  land  in  New-England,  begin¬ 
ning  at  a  certain  place,  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Saint-Croix, 
next  adjoining  to  New-Scotland,  in  America,  and  from  thence  ex¬ 
tending  along  the  fea-coaft,  unto  a  place  called  Pennequie  or  Penne- 
quid,  and  fo  up  the  river  thereof  to  the  fouthermoft  head  of  the  fame, 
as  it  tendeth  northward,  and  extending  from  thence  to  the  river  Ke- 
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nebequie,  and  upwards,  by  tbe  fhorteft  courfe,  to  the  river  called  Canada, 
northward  ;  and  alio  all  that  ifland  or  iflands,  commonly  called  by  the 
feveral  name  or  names  of  Mattawacks,or  Long-Ifland,  fituate,  lying  and 
being  towards  the  weft  of  Cape-Cod  and  the  Narraganfetts,  abutting  up¬ 
on  the  main  land  between  the  two  rivers  there,  called  and  known  by  the 
names  of  Connecticut  and  Hudfon’s  river  ;  together  alfo  with  the  faid 
river  called  Hudfon’s  river,  and  all  the  land  from  the  weft  fide  of  Con¬ 
necticut  river  to  the  eaft  fide  of  Delaware  bay  ;  and  all  the  feveral  ifl- 
ands,  called  or  known  by  the  names  of  Martin’s  Vineyard  and  Nantucks, 
otherwife  Nantucket,  together  with  all  the  lands,  foils,  iflands,  he. 

The  Dutch  and  Swedes  were  at  that  time  poflefted  of  the  lands  be¬ 
longing  to  the  late  colonies  of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey,  and  had 
made  confiderable  plantations  and  improvements  there  ;  which  fettle- 
ments  aforefaid  of  the  Dutch,  he.  they  contended  were  begun  as  early 
as  in  the  year  1614,  prior  to  the  patent  of  the  council  of  Plymouth. 

King  Charles  the  2d,  in  April,  1664,  made  a  conqueft  of  the  Dutch 
at  New-York  ;  and  a  fettlement  of  the  line  between  the  duke  of  York’s 
government,  eaftward,  and  the  colony  of  ConneClicut,  became  necef- 
farv. 

j 

[April  26,  1664.]  His  majefty  having  conftituted  and  appointed 
colonel  Richard  Nichols,  fir  Robert  Carr,  knight,  he.  his  commiflion- 
ers  to  vifit  the  New-England  colonies,  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  hear,  receive,  examine  and  determine  all  complaints  and  appeals, 
and  proceed  in  all  things  for  providing  for  and  fettling  the  peace  of 
laid  country  ;  they  did  accordingly  fettle  and  determine  as  follows,  viz. 

[November  30,  1664.]  By  virtue  of  his  majefty’s  commiflion,  we 
have  heard  the  difference  about  the  bounds  of  the  patent  granted  to 
his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York,  and  to  his  majefty’s  colony  of 
Connecticut ;  and  having  deliberately  confidered  the  reafons  alleged 
by  Mr.  Alien,  fenior,  Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Richards  and  captain  Winthrop, 
appointed  by  the  affembly  held  at  Hartford,  the  13th  of  October! 
1664,  to  accompany  John  Winthrop,  Efq;  the  governor  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  colony  of  Conneaicut,  to  New-York,  and  by  Mr.  Howell  and  cap¬ 
tain  Young,  why  the  faid  Long-Ifland  fhould  be  under  the  government 
of  Conneaicut,  which  are  too  long  here  to  be  recited.  We  do  declare 
and  order  the  fouthern  bounds  of  his  majefty’s  colony,  is  the  fea  ;  and* 
that  Long-Ifland  is  to  be  under  the  government  of  his  royal  highnefs 
the  duke  of  York,  as  is  expreffed  by  plain  words  in  faid  charters  ref- 
peaively.  And  alfo  by  virtue  of  his  majefty’s  commiffion,  and  by  the 
confent  of  both  the  governors  and  the  gentlemen  above  named  ;  we 
do  alfo  order  and  declare,  that  the  creek  or  river  which  is  called  Mo- 
iioromock,  which  is  reputed  to  be  about  12  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Weft. 
Chefter,  and  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  eaft  point  or  fide  where  the 
frefh  water  falls  into  the  fait,  at  high-water  mark,  north  north-weft 
to  the  line  of  the  Maffachufetts,  be  the  weftern  bounds  of  the  faid  co- 
°Yr  f  Conneaicut :  and  all  plantations  lying  weftward  of  that  creek 
and  line  fo  drawn,  (hall  be  under  his  royal  highnefs’s  government ;  and 
ail  the  plantations  lying  eaftward  of  that  creek  and  line,  to  be  under 
the  government  of  Conneaicut. 

To  this  the  commiffioners  therein  mentioned  from  Conneaicut,  fub- 
J  cubed  m  the  words  following',  viz.  “We  underwritten,  on  behalf 
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of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  have  afTented  unto  the  determination  of 
his  majefty’s  commiftioners,  in  relation  to  the  bounds  and  limits  of  his 
royal  high  nets  the  duke’s  patent,  and  the  patent  of  Connecticut.” 

In  June,  1673,  New-York  and  its  territories  were  recovered  by  the 
Dutch,  and  their  government  revived  again.  In  1674,  on  a  treaty  of 
peace  between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch,  figned  at  Weftminfter,  the  En- 
glilh  government  was  reftored.  June  29,  A.  D.  1674,  the  duke  of  York 
obtained  a  renewal  ot  his  patent.  The  duke’s  governor  being  uneafy 
at  the  former  iettlement  of  the  line,  claimed  a  re-fettlement  of  the 
fame  ;  and  after  various  negociations  and  agreements,  between  Novem¬ 
ber  2  3d,  1683,  and  17  33,  the  line  between  the  duke’s  government, 
and  the  government  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  was  finally  fettled, 
beginning  at  Biram  river,  at  the  fea,  a  few  miles  eaft  of  the  former 
iettlement  of  faid  line,  and  to  extend  northward  to  the  line  of  the 
MafTachufetts,  as  in  faid  Iettlement  is  expreffed. 

King  Charles  the  2d,  by  his  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  3 111 
year  of  his  reign,  gave  and  granted  unto  William  Penn,  his  heirs  and 
afiigns,  all  that  traCt  or  parcel  of  land  in  America,  with  all  the  iflands 
therein  contained,  as  the  fame  is  bounded  on  the  eafl  of  Delaware  ri¬ 
ver,  from  12  miles  northward  of  New-Caflle  town,  unto  the  three  and 
fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  if  the  faid  river  doth  extend  fo  far 
northward,  but  if  the  faid  river  doth  not  extend  fo  far  northward,  then 
by  the  faid  river  fo  far  as  it  doth  extend  ;  and  from  the  head  of  the 
faid  river  the  eaftern  bounds  are  to  be  determined  by  a  meridian  line, 
to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  the  faid  river  unto  the  faid  three  and 
fortieth  degree.  The  faid  lands  to  extend  wefhvard  five  degrees  in 
longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  faid  eaftern  bounds  ;  and  the  faid 
lands  to  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  beginning  of  the  three  and 
fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  on  the  fouth  by  a  circle 
drawn  at  12  miles  diftance  from  New-Caftle,  northwards  and  weft- 
wards  unto  the  beginning  of  the  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude, 
and  then  by  a  ftraight  line  wefhvard  to  the  limits  of  longitude  above- 
mentioned  :  to  have,  hold,  poftefs  and  enjoy,  unto  the  faid  William 
Penn,  his  heirs  and  aftigns,  fee.  The  northern  part  of  the  bounds  and 
limits  of  which  grant,  interferes  with  and  fpreads  over  iome  parts  of 
the  weftern  lands  before  granted  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and 
confirmed  by  the  renewed  charter  or  patent  aforefaid,  from  king 
Charles  the  2d,  for  about  the  fpace  of  one  degree  of  latitude  through 
the  whole  breadth  of  the  faid  grant,  being  nearly  the  42d  degree  of 
north  latitude,  which  occaftons  the  prefent  controverfey  ;  of  which 
interference  the  faid  William  Penn  had  notice  at  the  time  of  taking 
out  his  patent  aforefaid. 

The  colony  of  Connecticut,  in  A.  D.  175  3,  having  located  and 
fettled  all  their  lands  within  their  patent  eaft  of  New- York,  and  being 
in  a  condition  to  extend  their  fettlements  on  the  other  part  of  their 
patent  aforefaid,  to  the  weftward  of  Delaware  river,  which  lay  in  a 
wildernefs  ftate,  and  poftefted  only  by  the  Indians  ;  certain  companies 
of  adventurers,  chiefly  from  faid  colony,  agreed  together  to  pur- 
chafe  the  native  right  to  faid  lands  of  the  Indians,  and  to  extend  the 
fettlements  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  on  the  weftern  parts  of  faid 
patent,  and  accordingly  did,  under  countenance  of  the  authority  of 
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fald  colony,  at  different  times,  make  fundry  purchafes  of  large  tracts 
of  lands  of  the  Indians,  native  proprietors  of  laid  lands,  on  the  Suf- 
quehannah  and  Delaware  river,  within  the  limits  and  bounds  o  le 
oatent  to  the  governor  and  company  aforefaid  ;  and  in  A.  U.  17  54, 
laid  companies  of  adventiirers  proceeded  and  made  fettlements  on  laid 
lands  fo  purchafed  as  aforefaid,  and  ever  fince  have,  though  with  van- 
ous  interruptions,  continued  to  hold  and  poffefs  the  lame  under  the 
title  of  the  colony  of  Gonne dicut.  And  the  legidature  of  the  colony 
of  Connecticut  have  approved  of  the  purchales  and  fettlements  ol :  the 
adventurers  aforefaid,  and  have  aftually  erefted  and  exercife  jur.fd.c- 
tion  in  and  over  faid  territory,  as  part  and  parcel  of  faid  colony. 

All  which  rights,  powers,  privileges  and  jurifdidions  atoreiaid,  or 
the  colony  of  Gonnedicut,  on  the  late  happy  revolution,  remained  as 

before,  veded  in  the  (late  of  Gonnedicut.  . 

And  thereupon  the  agents  for  the  date  of  Connedicut  pray  the 
judgment  of  this  honorable  court  in  their  favour,  that  they  may  be 
quieted  in  the  jurifdidion  and  property  in  and  over  the  lands  in  dif- 

pute  aforefaid. 


Eliphai.et  Dyer,!  t„  for 
Wm.  S.  Johnson,  J. Cobnneaicut. 
J.  Root,  J 


The  agents  for  the  date  of  Pennfylvania  having  further  prayed  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  on  the  written  motions  this  morning  ordered  to 
be  filed,  the  fame  was  given  as  follows  : 

The  court  cannot  determine  what  motions  may  or  may  not  be  pro¬ 
per  to  be  made  hereafter  ;  at  the  fame  time  they  think  it  proper  to 
inform  the  agents  on  both  fides,  that  they  mean  to  govern  themfelves 
by  the  principles  of  law,  io  far  as  they  ought  to  apply  in  the  prefent 
cafe. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  ten  of  the  clock. 

Saturday ,  23 d  November,  17S2. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  agents  for  the  date  of  Gonnedicut,  in 
the  words  following  ; 

Trenton ,  November  23,  1782. 

Pennfylvania  v.  Gonnedicut. 

The  agents  for  the  date  of  Connedicut,  fenfible  that  in  the  courfe 
of  this  trial  they  will  have  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  many  depofitions, 
taken  before  a  judice  of  the  peace  according  to  the  laws  of  the  date 
in  which  they  were  taken,  refpeding  the  purchafe  of  the  Indian  fa- 
chems,  native  proprietors  of  faid  lands,  their  deeds  and  the  execution 
of  them,  the  fettlements  that  have  been  made  on  faid  lands,  and  fun- 
dry  other  matters  which  will  be  neceffary  in  faid  trial,  beg  leave  now 
to  move  for  the  opinion  of  the  court,  whether  inch  depofitions,  taken 
as  aforefaid,  will  be  admitted  as  evidence  in  the  cafe. 

Dyer,  “j 

Johnson,  s  agents. 
Root,  j 

Which  being  followed  by  a  motion  from  the  agents  for  the  date  of 
Pennfylvania,  in  thefe  words  ; 
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November  23,  1782. 

r,J,  f  afnts  for  Pennjylvania,  in  reply  to  the  written  motion  iuft 
d  by  the  agents  ot  Conneaicut,  praying  the  opinion  of  the  court 
refpeft.ng  the  admiffibility  of  teftimony,  before  L  court  Leeds 
upon  a  hearing  of  the  cauie,  and  before  the  teftimony  lie  reguhrly  of 
fered,  humbly  beg  leave  to  objea  to  the  fame  motion,  as  irregular  and 
unprecedented,  and  Inch  as  the  court  ought  not  to  decide  upon,  and  of 
this  they  pray  the  opinion  of  the  court.  ^  5 

Wm.  Bradford,  jun. 
James  Wilson, 

hp t  T  o  n  a  •  13 .  Sergeant 

The  court  determined,  that  they  can  give  no  opinion  upon  the  ad- 
million  of  teftimony  until  regularly  offered.  1 

in  LftiiL, "viz!01" thC  ftate  °f  Pcnnfy‘Vania’  S'ave  the  following  notice 

Pennfylvania  v.  Conneaicut. 

of  this  :frntS  f°'i  P,e"nIylvania>  ailxious  for  the  fpeedy  determination 
of  this  caufe,  and  def.rous  that  the  agents  for  Conneaicut  may  have 

fence  ofTf  C°mPlain  °f  hard/hiP  or  Wme,  do  hereby,  in  the  pre- 
ience  of  he  court,  give  notice  to  the  faid  agents  for  Conneaicut,  that 

they  fliall  conceive  it  their  duty  to  oppofe  the  admiflion  of  any  ex 
pane  depositions,  as  evidence  in  this  caufe  ;  and  that  they  fliall  obieeft 
to  any  application,  tor  a  comnnftion  to  take  the  examination  ofwit- 
nelles,  and  to  any  motion  for  delaying  this  caufe  on  the  account  of 
the  ablence  of  witneffes,  unlefs  fuch  motion  or  application  be  forth. 
Twth  made,  lo  as  to  avoid  unneceffary  delay. 

Wm.  Bradford,  jun. 
James  Wilson, 

n.j  XT  .  Jona.  D.  Sergeant. 

23d  November,  1782. 

The  court  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  next,  ten  of  the  clock. 

Monday ,  2 5tb  November ,  1782. 

I  he  court  met  purfuant  to  adjournment :  prefent  as  before. 

1  he  agents  for  the  ftate  of  Conneaicut  made  the  following  anfwer 
to  the  notice  given  by  the  agents  for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  on 
Saturday  lait,  viz. 

Pennfylvania  v.  Conneaicut. 

Now  the  agents  for  Conneaicut,  in  anfwer  to  the  notice  given  them 
by  the  agents  for  Pennfylvania  on  the  23d  inft.  fay,  that  they  being 
delirous  of  a  juft  as  well  as  a  fpeedy  decifion  of  this  caufe,  and  that 
they,  relying  on  the  wifdom,  equity  and  juftice  of  this  honorable  court, 
that  all  queffions  and  motions  which  fliall  come  before  them,  will  be 
righteoufly  determined,  are  ready  to  proceed.  And  that  the  agents 
tor  l  ennfylvania  may  not  fufFer  any  difadvantage  by  firft  difclofing 
their  exhibits  and  evidence,  the  agents  of  Conneaicut  are  willing,  and 
now  offer  to  go  forward  in  their  exhibits  and  proofs. 

Eliph.  Dyer,  ~) 

Jesse  Root,  t  a8'cnts  for 

Wm.  Sam.  Johnson,  j  Conneaiicut. 

November  25,  1782. 
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Ordered ,  That  the  agents  for  the  (late  of  Pennfylvania  proceed 
with  their  proofs  and  exhibits. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Bradford  opened  the  caufe,  and  proceeded  accor¬ 
dingly. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Tuesday ,  26  tb  November ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

The  proofs  and  exhibits  continued  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania, 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Wednesday ,  2 7tb  November ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

Farther  proofs  and  exhibits  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  court  adjourned  till  Friday  morning  next,  ten  of  the  clock. 

Friday ,  29 tb  November ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

The  agents  for  the  (late  of  Connecticut  proceeded  to  the  proofs 
and  exhibits  on  the  part  of  the  faid  hate. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Saturday ,  SOt/j  November ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

The  proofs  and  exhibits  continued  on  the  part  of  Connecticut. 

The  court  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  next,  ten  of  the  clock. 

Monday ,  2  d  Dec  ember ,  1782. 

The  court  met:  prefent  as  before. 

On  motion  of  the  agents  for  the  hate  of  Pennfylvania, 

Ordered ,  That  a  commihion  do  iffue  to  take  the  depofition  of  the 
right  hon.  William,  earl  of  Sterling,  the  agents  of  Connecticut  hav¬ 
ing  notice  thereof. 

Farther  proofs  and  exhibits  on  the  part  of  Connecticut. 

The  court  adjourned  till  co-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Tuesday ,  3d  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

The  agents  of  Pennfylvania,  in  order  to  remove  tlfe  doubts  which 
were  fuggefted  by  the  agents  of  Connecticut,  and  entertained  by  fome 
of  the  members  of  the  court,  as  to  their  former  powers,  produced  a. 
new  commihion  of  agency,  which  is  in  the  words  following  : 

Pennfylvania,  ff. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  freemen  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennfylvania  : 

The  prelident  and  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  faid  common¬ 
wealth  : 

To  William  Bradford,  jun.  Efq;  attorney-general  of  the  faid  com¬ 
monwealth,  Jofeph  Reed,  James  Wilfon,  Jonathan  Dickinfon  Serge¬ 
ant,  and  Henry  Olborne,  Efqrs; 
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WE  repofing  erpecial  truft  and  confidence 
in  your  prudence,  integrity  and  abilities,  do 
by  thefe  prefents  conhitute  and  appoint  you, 
the  faid  William  Bradford,  jun.  Joleph  Reed, 

John  Dickinson.  James  Wilfon  and  Jonathan  Dickinfon  Serge¬ 
ant,  our  counfellors  and  agents,  and  you  the 
faid  Henry  Ofborne,  our  folicitor  and  agent,  in  the  caufe  now  depend¬ 
ing  before  the  honorable  the  commillioners  and  judges,  appointed  by 
virtue  of  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  controverfy  fubhhing  be¬ 
tween  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  hate  of  Connec¬ 
ticut  :  hereby  ratifying  and  confirming  all,  and  whatfoever  you  our 
laid  counfellors  and  agents,  or  any  two  of  you,  fhall  lawfully  do  or 
caufe  to  be  done,  or  heretofore  have  lawfully  done  or  caufed  to  be 
done,  touching  the  faid  caufe  between  the  faid  hates  of  Pennfylvania 
and  Connecticut. 

Given  in  council,  under  the  hand  of  the  prefident  and  the  feal 
of  the  hate,  at  Philadelphia,  this  SOth  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1782. 

Atteh:  T.  Matlack,  Secretary, 

The  agents  for  the  hate  of  Connecticut  continued  their  proofs  and 
exhibits. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 


*###**#** 

*  T  n  * 

*  Li.  b.  * 

*  *r 

*r  'T  ^ 


Wednesday ,  4f/6  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

The  proofs  and  exhibits,  on  the  part  of  Connecticut,  continued. 

The  agents  for  the  hate  of  Connecticut,  having  offered  in  evidence 
the  proofs  or  attehation  annexed  to  a  certain  deed,  figned  by  Kahick 
Toton  and  other  Indians,  dated  1  1th  July,  175  4  ;  which  deed  had  yef- 
terday  been  admitted  to  be  read  ;  the  agents  for  the  hate  of  Pennfyl¬ 
vania  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  faid  proofs  and  attehation,  alleg¬ 
ing  that  they  contained  fundry  circumhances  relating  to  the  manner 
of  obtaining  the  faid  deed,  which  were  improper  to  be  given  in  evi¬ 
dence  ;  whereupon,  after  argument,  the  court  ruled  that  the  fame  be 
read. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Thursday ,  5th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

The  proofs  and  exhibits,  on  the  part  of  Connecticut,  continued  : 

On  motion  of  the  agents  for  the  hate  of  Pennfylvania, 

James  Van  Acken,  Efq;  of  that  hate,  was  fworn  to  give  evidence 
in  the  caufe. 

The  court  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Friday ,  0>tb  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

The  proofs  and  exhibits,  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania,  refumed. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clod; - 
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Saturday ,  7th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

Proofs  and  exhibits,  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania,  continued. 

The  court  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  next,  ten  of  the  clock* 

Monday ,  9th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

Proofs  and  exhibits,  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania,  concluded. 

Proofs  and  exhibits,  on  the  part  of  Connecticut,  refumed  and  con¬ 
cluded. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Tuesday,  \Qth  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

The  proofs  and  exhibits,  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania,  and  on  the 
part  of  Connecticut,  being  finilhed, 

Ordered ,  That  the  agents  proceed  in  the  arguments  alternately, 
and  that  one  conclude  on  the  part  of  the  date  of  Pennfylvania, 

Mr.  Root,  one  of  the  agents  for  the  date  of  Connecticut,  proceeded 
to  argue  the  caufe. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Wednesday ,  1  \th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Sergeant  proceeded  with  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  date 
of  Pennfylvania. 

The  hon.  Samuel  Wharton  and  Richard  Peters,  Efqrs;  were  pro¬ 
duced  as  witneffes  by  the  agents  for  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  and  their 
evidence  taken. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Thursday ,  12 th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Sergeant  continued  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  date  of 
Pennfylvania. 

His  excellency  governor  Livingdon  was  produced  as  a  witnefs  by 
the  agents  for  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  and  evidence  taken. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  ©f  the  clock. 

Friday ,  \%th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Dyer  proceeded  with  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  date  of 
Connecticut. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Saturday ,  14 th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Dyer  continued  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  date  Con¬ 
necticut. 

Mr.  Wilfon  proceeded  with  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  date 
of  Pennfylvania. 
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The  court  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  next,  ten  of  the  clock. 


%»/ 


Monday ,  16fC>  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 


Tuesday ,  1 7  th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 


*V|» 


Wednesday ,  \8tb  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Thursday ,  19 th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Wilfon  continued  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  Fate  of 
Pennfylvania. 

The  court  adjourned  to  fix  o’clock  this  afternoon. 

Six  o'clock  P .  M. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Wilfon  continued  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  Fate  of 
Pennfylvania. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Friday ,  20 th  December ,  1782. 

Mr.  Wilfon  continued  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  Fate  of 
Pennfylvania. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Saturday ,  21j£  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Johnfon  proceeded  with  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  Fate 
of  Connecticut. 

The  court  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  next,  ten  of  the  clock. 


Monday ,  2 3d  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Johnfon  continued  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  Fate  of 
Connecticut. 

The  court  adjourned  to  fix  o’clock  this  afternoon. 

Six  o'clock  P.  M, 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Johnfon  concluded  the  argument  on  the  part  of  th'e  Fate  of 
Connecticut. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Tuesday  24 th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 
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Mr.  Reed  proceeded  with  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  Rate  of 
Pennfylvania. 

The  court  adjourned  to  fix  o’clock  this  afternoon. 

Six  o'clock  P •  AL 
The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Reed  concluded  the  argument  on  the  part  of  the  ftate  of  Penn¬ 
fylvania. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Wednesday ,  25tb  Dec  ember ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Thursday ,  26th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

The  commiflion  for  taking  the  depofition  of  the  right  hon.  William, 
earl  of  Sterling,  being  returned  with  the  depofition  annexed  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  filed. 

ihe  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock* 

Friday ,  2 7th  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met  :  prefent  as  before. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  of  the  clock. 

Saturday ,  2Sth  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

The  court  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  next,  ten  of  the  clock. 

Alonday ,  oOth  December ,  1782. 

The  court  met :  prefent  as  before. 

The  agents  attending,  the  court  pronounced  the  following  fentcncc 
or  judgment : 

This  caufe  has  been  well  argued  by  the  learned  council  on  both  fides. 
The  court  are  now  to  pronounce  their  fentence  or  judgment  : 

We  are  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the  ftate  of  Connedticut  has 
no  right  to  the  lands  in  controverfy. 

We  are  alfo  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the  jurifdiction  and  pre¬ 
emption  of  all  the  territory  lying  within  the  charter  boundary  of  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  and  now  claimed  by  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  do  of  right  be¬ 
long  to  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania. 

Wm.  Whipple, 

*  Welcome  Arnold, 

Wm.  C.  Houston, 

Cyrus  Griffin, 

Davd.  Brearly# 

Trenton,  December  30,  1782. 

The  court  adjourned  without  day. 

Wm.  Whipple,  President * 
John  Neilson,  Clerk . 


Atteft ; 


' 
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Tuesday  January  7,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Fitzfimmons,  Mr, 
Madifon  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  from  the 
fecretary  at  war  : 

Resolved ,  That  colonels  John  Greaton  and  Rufus  Putnam,  of  the 
Maffachufetts  line,  and  colonel  Elias  Dayton,  of  the  Jerfey  line,  be 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-generals,  agreeably  to  the  refolution 
of  the  12th  day  of  December,  1782. 

A  grand  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Gilman,  Mr. 
Jackfon,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr. 
Fitzfimmons,  Mr.  M‘Kean,  Mr.  Hanfon,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Williamfon 
and  Mr.  Telfair,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  the  2  id  of  October, 
1782,  from  the  legidature  of  Maffachufetts,  and  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Ofgood  ;  having  reported  thereon  as  follows  : 

“  That  individuals  in  each  date,  who  are  poffeffed  of  continental 
paper  money,  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  commidioner  who  is  or 
fhall  be  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  feveral  dates,  and  of 
individuals  therein,  againd  the  United  States,  a  fpecie  certificate  for 
all  fuch  fums  of  the  faid  money  as  they  fli all  refpectively  pay  into  the 
hands  of  fuch  commiffioner,  at  the  rate  of  one  diver  dollar  for  every 
continental  dollars  ;  the  certificates  to  bear  intered  of  fix  per  cent, 
from  the  date,  and  be  provided  for  as  other  public  debts  ;  but  that  no 
money  fhal  1  be  received  or  certificates  granted  by  the  faid  commidion- 
ers  after  the  lad  day  of  December,  1783.  That  the  dates  which 
have  not  funk  the  proportions  adigned  to  them,  of  the  continental  mo¬ 
ney,  be  charged  with  the  deficiency,  or  the  amount  of  what  they  have 
not  funk,  at  the  rate  aforefaid.”  And  the  laid  report  being  taken  in¬ 
to  confideration,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by 
Mr.  Carroll,  that  the  farther  confideration  be  podponed  ;  and  on  the 
quedion  for  podponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gil¬ 
man, 


New  -  Ha  mp  shire , 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 


New-Tork , 
New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 


Gilman , 

White , 

Osgood , 
Gorham , 
Collins , 
Arnold , 
Ellsworth , 
Wolcott , 

Dyer , 

Floyd , 
Hamilton , 
Boudinot , 
Elmer , 

Condi  ct , 
Mifflin , 
Fitzsimmons } 
Wilson , 
Montgomery , 
Peters , 


no 
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Delaware, 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North -Carolina, 

South -Carolina, 


<xy 
ay 

ay  J> 
no 
ay 
ay 
noF\ 

ay  ^divided* 
ay  f 

noj 


ay 

#• 

ay 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Wharton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Blount, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 

Mr.  Ramsay, 

Mr.  Gervais , 

So  the  motion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wolcott,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ger- 
vais,  that  the  confutation  of  the  report  be  pollponed  to  take  up  the 

following  motion :  . 

u  Xhat  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates,  that  they  immedi- 

ately  take  the  moft  effeaual  meafures  to  redeem  their  refpeaive  quo¬ 
tas  of  the  old  bills  of  public  credit  out  of  the  hands  of  their  poffeffors, 
upon  fuch  principles  as  will  in  their  opinion  render  the  moll  fubftan- 
tial  juftice  to  their  own  citizens  and  thofe  of  the  United  States 

And  on  the  quetlioiij  the  yeas  and  nays  beinc^  requited  by  hdt* 

W  oleott, 


Ne  w- Ha  mpshi  re, 
Massachusetts, 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut, 

New  -Tor  k, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Delaware , 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Gilman, 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Gorham, 

Mr.  Colli  ns, 

Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Wolcott, 

Mr.  Dyer , 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  D  ickinson, 
Mr.  Wharton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 

Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Gervais, 


no 


no 


no 


ay 


divided • 


ay 


*ay 


divided . 


no 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Collins 
that  the  blank  in  the  report  be  filled  with  the  word  “  forty 

And  on  the  queflion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  bei’nft  requir 
ed  by  Mr-  Ofgood,  °  ^ 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  y 
Rbodc-Islandy 
Connecticut , 

New-Vorky 
New- Jersey  y 

Pennsylvania , 


Delaware , 

M aryl  and  y 
Vi  rg  ini  ay 
No  rtb-Carolinay 

Soutb-Carolinoy 


Mr.  Gilmany 
Mr.  White y 
Mr.  Or, goody 
Mr.  Gorham y 
Mr.  Collins y 
Mr.  Arnoldy 
Mr.  Ellsworthy 
Mr.  Wolcott y 
Mr.  Dyery 
Mr.  Floydy 
Mr.  Ham  i  It  on  y 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Elmery 
Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Mifflin y 
M  r.  Fi  t  zsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilsony 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters y 
Mr.  Dickinsony 
Mr.  Whartony 
Mr.  Car  roily 
Mr.  Madisoiiy 
Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson ? 
Mr.  Rutledge y 
Mr.  Ramsayy 
Mr.  Izard y 
Mr.  Gervais . 


no 


divided . 


•  no 


► no 


divided . 


no 


no 


So  the  queflion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ofgood,  feconded  by  Mr.  Arnold,  that 
the  blank  be  filled  with  “  feventy-five 

And  on  the  queflion  to  agree  thereto,  the  yeas  and  nays  being:  re 
quircd  by  Mr.  Gilman, 


New- }Ia  m i psh  i  re , 

Mr. 

Gilmany 

ay 

Mr. 

White y 

ay 

MassachusettSy 

Mr. 

Osgoocly 

ay 

Mr. 

Gorham , 

ay 

Rhodc-Islcindy 

Mr. 

Collins  y 

no 

Mr. 

Arnoldy 

ay 

Connecticuty 

Mr. 

Ellsworthy 

no 

Mr. 

Wolcotty 

ay 

Mr. 

Dyery 

no 

New-Torhy 

Mr. 

Floydy 

no 

Mr. 

Hamiltony 

no 

} 


qy 

ay 

divided . 

no 


no 
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New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Condict , 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters , 

Delaware, 

Mr.  Dickinson , 
Mr.  Wharton, 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Madison , 

North-Car  olina , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Ramsay , 

Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Gervais, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


Tuesdat ,  January  14,  1783, 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gilman,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr. 
Ellfworth,  to  whom  were  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Arnold,  for  tranf- 
mitting  to  the  executive  of  Rhode-Iftand  fundry  extraCls  of  public 
letters  from  Europe,  and  fome  fubfequent  motions  thereon  ;  report, 
u  That  in  their  opinion  it  would  be  improper  for  Congrefs  to  con¬ 
cur  in  the  objeCt  of  that  motion,  as,  with  refpeCt  to  a  part  of  the  ex¬ 
tracts  fpecified,  relating  merely  to  the  general  growing  political  im¬ 
portance  of  thefe  Rates,  the  injunction  of  fecrecy  being  taken  off,  any 
member  who  inclines  to  communicate  them  to  his  Rate  may  take  co¬ 
pies  of  them,  and  more  efpecially  as  Mr.  Howell  was  furnifhed  with 
complete  copies  of  letters,  from  which  particular  detached  fentences 
are  now  requefted  ;  and  with  refpcCt  to  fuch  extracts  as  relate  to  the 
fubjeCl  of  foreign  loans,  they  are  already  within  the  purview  of  the 
refolution  of  the  20th  of  December  laft,  directing  the  fecretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  to  tranfmit  to  the  executive  of  the  Rate  of  Rhode- 
Iftand,  an  authenticated  Rate  of  the  applications  for  foreign  loans,  and 
the  refult  ;  that  the  fame  obfervation  applies  to  that  part  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  which  relates  generally  to  the  tranfmiftion  of  the  letters  from  our 
foreign  minifters,  on  the  fubjeft  of  loans  not  under  the  injunction  of 
fecrecy,  with  this  additional  confideration,  that  fuch  of  thofe  letters, 
as  would  in  faCt  throw  light  upon  the  fubjeCt,  comprehend  many  deli¬ 
cate  ti  anfaCtions,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  Congrefs,  at  the  prefent 
junctuie,  to  conceal  i  the  committee,  notwithftanding,  are  of  opinion, 
that  to  obviate  nnfreprefentation,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  tranfmit  to 
the  executive  of  the  Rate  of  Rhode-Iftand,  a  copy  of  Mr.  Arnold's 
motion,  and  the  proceedings  thereupon,  with  a  requeft,  that  precau¬ 
tions  may  be  taken  to  prevent  their  appearing  in  the  public  prints." 
On  the  queftion,  refolved,  that  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report, 

Wednesday  January  15,  1783. 

1  he  kon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty 
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having  notified  to  Congrefs,  that  the  term  allowed  to  the  capitulants 
of  St.  Chrifiophers,  Nevis  and  Montferat,  for  receiving  cargoes  from 
Great-Britain,  and  for  loading  back  the  veffels  under  neutral  colours, 
for  that  kingdom  is  expired  ;  and  that  the  governor-general  of  thofe 
iflands  is  infiru&ed  to  grant  no  more  permits  for  luch  purpofes. 

Ordered ,  That  the  notification  be  publifhed. 

- «yaS£2B»  «B8PWn»-  ■  - - 

Thursday ,  'January  16,  1783. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  the  war-office,  was  read,  accompanied 
with  one  of  the  fame  date,  from  brigadier-general  O.  H.  Williams, 
reprefenting  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  army,  and  the  late  arrange¬ 
ment  of  brigadiers  todifir’nfis,  render  it  impolfible  that  brigadier  Wil¬ 
liams  fhould  obtain  any  command,  and  exprelfing  a  wifh,  that  he  may 
be  permitted  to  retire  with  the  emoluments  allowed  to  retiring  officers  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  brigadier-general  O.  H.  Williams  be  permitted  to 
retire  from  fervice,  with  the  emoluments  allowed  by  the  a£ts  of  Con¬ 
grefs  to  iupernumerary  officers. 

Friday ,  January  17,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr* 
Mifflin  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the 
19th  of  December  lad,  from  major-general  Greene,  giving  information 
of  the  evacuation  of  Charledown,  by  the  Britifh,  and  of  our  being  by 
that  event  in  complete  poffeffion  of  all  the  fouthern  dates  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alTem- 
bled,  be  prefented  to  major-general  Greene,  for  his  many  fignal  and 
important  fervices  ;  and  that  he  be  affured  that  Congrefs  retain  a  live¬ 
ly  fenfe  of  the  frequent  and  uniform  proofs  he  has  given  of  prudence, 
wifdom  and  military  fkill,  during  his  command  in  the  fouthern-de- 
partment. 

Resolved ,  That  general  Greene  be  defired  to  prefent  the  thanks  of 
the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  to  the  officers  and  private 
foldiers  under  his  command,  who,  in  all  the  vicifitudes  of  feafon,  un¬ 
der  the  numerous  inconveniencies  of  long  and  rapid  marches  in  a  coun¬ 
try  plundered  and  delolated  by  an  enemy  greatly  fuperior  in  force, 
have  furmounted  every  difficulty  and  danger,  and  manifefted  fuch  bra¬ 
very,  perfeverance  and  fortitude,  as  to  do  honor  to  themfelves  and  to 
the  caufe  they  have  fo  zealoufly  and  fuccelsfully  lupported. 

— - — iBttSa  - 

Tuesday ,  January  21,  1783. 

The  fuperintendant  of  finance  having  laid  before  Congrefs  a  copy 
of  a  contract  between  his  moll:  Chrilfian  majefiy  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  entered  into  and  executed  on  the  16th  of  July,  1782,  by 
the  count  de  Vergennes  and  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  for  afeertaining  the 
fums  of  money  advanced  on  loan  by  his  majefiy  to  the  United  States, 
and  fettling  the  terms  of  payment  ;  and  it  being  fiipulated  in  the  Laid 
contract,  that  the  ratifications  thereof  lhall  be  exchanged  in  nine  months 
from  the  date,  or  fooner  if  poffible  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fccretary  prepare  and  lay  before  Congrefs  the 
form  of  a  ratification. 
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A  letter,  of  the  8th  of  Oaober,  1782,  from  the  hon.  J.  Adams, 
was  read,  accompanied  with  a  certified  copy  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce,  and  of  a  convention  refpe£ting  re-captured  vefiels,  agreed 
to  between  their  high  mightinelfes  the  dates  general  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  laid  8th  day  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1782. 

Wedkesdat ,  January  22,  1783. 

The  form  of  a  ratification  being  brought  in  and  agreed  to,  the  con¬ 
tract  between  his  mod  Chriltian  majefty  and  the  United  States  ol  Ame¬ 
rica,  entered  into  on  the  16th  ol  July,  1782,  was  ratified. 

Thursdat ,  January  23,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ellfworth,  leconded  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 

Resolved ,  That  the  commidioner  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the 
commilfary-general’s  department,  be  directed  to  reduce  into  ipecie  va¬ 
lue,  the  whole  of  the  purchafes  and  expenditure  of  the  late  commilfa- 
ry -general,  Jofeph  Trumbull,  the  value  to  be  afcertained  at  the  end  ol 
every  month,  and  to  eflimate  the  commidion  on  the  laid  expenditures 
in  fpecie,  agreeable  to  the  rates  mentioned  in  the  a  fit  of  Congrefs  of 
the  31ft  day  of  March,  1779. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Ha¬ 
milton  and  Mr.  Ellfworth,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  ol  the  8th 
of  October,  1782,  from  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague, 
with  copies  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of  a  convention 
Concerning  velfels  re-captured. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  the 
faid  convention,  concerning  velfels  rc-captured,  between  their  high 
mightinelfes  the  Hates  general  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  dated  at  the  Hague,  the  8th  day  of  October,  1782, 
be  accepted  and  ratified,  and  that  the  forms  of  the  ratifications  be  as 
follows  : 

Form  of  a  Ratification  for  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce . 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congrefs  alfembled,  to  all  who  fhall 

fee  thele  prefents,  greeting. 

Whereas  by  our  commidion,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  the  29th  day  of 
December,  1780,  John  Adams,  formerly  a  delegate  from  Malfachu- 
letts,  See.  was  nominated  and  condituted  our  minifter,  with  full  pow¬ 
ers  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  concert  and  con¬ 
clude,  with  perfons  equally  empowered  on  the  part  of  their  high  migh¬ 
tinelfes,  the  dates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  a  treaty  of  ami¬ 
ty  and  commerce,  having  for  its  bafts  the  mod  per  feed  equality,  and 
for  its  objeH  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  parties  we  promiftng,  in  good 
faith,  to  ratify  whatever  Ihould  be  tranfaUed  by  virtue  of  the  faid 
commidion  :  and  whereas  our  faid  minifter,  in  purfuance  of  his  full 
powers  at  the  Hague,  on  the  8th  day  of  O&ober,  1782,  with  George 
Van  Randwyck,  B.  V.  D.  Santheuvel,  P.  V.  Bleifwyk,  W.  C.  H.  Van 
Lynden,  D.  J.  Van  Heekeren,  Joan  Van  Kudeller,  F.  G.  Van  Dc~ 
demtotden  Gelder,  H.  Tjalfens,  plenipotentiaries,  named  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  on  the  part  of  their  high  mightinelfes,  the  dates  general  of  the 
Vol.  VIII.  K 
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United  Netherlands,  did  conclude  and  fign  on  the  part  of  their  high 
mightineffes,  Sec.  and  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

[Here  infert  the  treaty.] 

Now  be  it  known,  that  we,  the  laid  United  States  of  America  in 
Congrefs  aflembled,  have  accepted  and  approved,  and  do  by  thefe  pre- 
ients  ratify  and  confirm  the  laid  treaty,  and  every  article  and  claufe 
thereol  :  and  we  do  authorize  and  dire£f  our  minifter  plenipotentiary 
at  the  Hague,  to  deliver  this  our  a£t  of  ratification,  in  exchange  for 
the  ratification  of  the  faid  treaty  by  their  high  mightineffes,  the  dates 
general  ol  the  United  Netherlands.  In  teftimony  whereof,  we  have 
caufed  our  feal  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Witnefs  his  excellency  Elias  Boudinot,  prefident,  this  23d  day  of 
January,  1783,  and  of  our  fovereignty  and  independence  the  7th. 

Form  of  a  Ratification  for  the  Convention  concerning  re-captured  vessels • 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congrefs  affembled,  to  all  who  fliall 

fee  thefe  prefents,  greeting. 

Whereas  John  Adams,  our  minifter  plenipotentiary,  at  the  Hague, 
on  the  8th  day  ol  October,  1782,  with  George  Van  Randwyck,  B.  V. 
D.  Santheuvel,  P.  V.  Bleifwyk,  W.  C.  H.  Van  Lynden,  D.  J.  Van 
Heeckeren,  Joan  Van  Kuffeler,  F.  G.  Van  Dedemtotden  Gelder,  H. 
Tjaffens,  minifters  plenipotentiaries  of  the  lords  of  the  dates  general 
ol  the  United  Netherlands,  did  conclude  and  fign  on  the  part  of  the 
faid  lords,  the  dates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  a  convention  concerning  veffels  re-captured, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

[Here  infert  the  convention.] 

Now  be  it  known,  that  we,  the  faid  United  States  of  America  in 
Congrefs  affembled,  have  accepted  and  approved,  and  do  by  thefe  pre- 
fents  ratify  and  confirm  the  fame,  and  do  authorize  and  direeft  the 
minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  Hague,  to  de¬ 
liver  this  our  a£t  of  ratification,  in  exchange  for  the  ratification  of  the 
faid  convention  by  the  lords,  the  dates  general  of  the  United  Nether¬ 
lands. 

In  teftimony  whereof,  we  have  caufed  our  feal  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Witnefs  his  excellency  Elias  Boudinot,  prefident,  this  23d  day  of 
January,  1783,  and  of  our  fovereignty  and  independence  the  7th. 

The  committee  having  reported  the  draught  of  a  proclamation  to 
be  iffued  by  Congrefs,  the  fame  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  purfuance  of  a  plenipotentiary  commiffion,  given  on  the 
29th  day  of  December,  1780,  to  the  hon.  John  Adams,  Efq;  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  between  their  high  mightineffes,  the  dates  ge¬ 
neral  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
was  on  the  8th  day  of  O&ober,  1782,  concluded  by  the  laid  John 
Adams,  with  plenipotentiaries  named  for  that  purpofe  by  their  faid  high 
mightineffes  the  dates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands  :  and  where- 
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as  the  faid  treaty  hath  been  this  day  approved  and  ratified  by  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  as  the  fame  is  contained  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

A  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce ,  between  their  high  mightinesses ,  the 
states  general  of  the  United  Netherlands ,  and  the  United  States  of 
America ,  to  wit ,  New- Hampshire ,  Massachusetts ,  Rhode-Island 
and  Providence  Plantations ,  Connecticut ,  New-Tork ,  New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania ,  Delaware ,  Maryland ,  Virginia ,  North -Carolina, 
South-Car olina  and  Georgia . 

Their  high,  mightinelfes,  the  hates  general  of  the  United  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  to  wit,  New-Hampfhire, 
Halfachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut, 
New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyl vania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgi¬ 
nia,  North-Carolinia,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  defiring  to  afcer- 
tain,  in  a  permanent  and  equitable  manner,  the  rules  to  be  obferved, 
relative  to  the  commerce  and  correfpondence  which  they  intend  to 
ehablilh  between  their  refpeClive  hates,  countries  and  inhabitants, 
have  judged  that  the  faid  end  cannot  be  better  obtained,  than  by 
ehablifhing  the  moh  perfeCl  equality  and  reciprocity  for  the  bahs  of 
their  agreement,  and  by  avoiding  all  thofe  burthenfome  preferences 
which  are  ufually  the  fources  of  debate,  embarralfment  and  difcontent; 
by  leaving  alfo  each  party  at  liberty  to  make,  refpe Cling  commerce 
and  navigation,  fuch  ulterior  regulations  as  it  {hall  find  moh  con¬ 
venient  to  itfelf,  and  by  founding  the  advantages  of  commerce  folely 
upon  reciprocal  utility  and  the  juh  rules  of  free  intercourfe,  referring 
with  all,  to  each  party  the  liberty  of  admitting,  at  its  pleafure,  other 
nations  to  a  participation  of  the  fame  advantages. 

On  thefe  principles  their  high  mightinelfes,  the  hates  general  of 
the  United  Netherlands,  have  named  for  their  plenipotentiaries,  from 
the  midh  of  their  affembly,  MefiVs.  their  deputies  for  the  foreign 
affairs  ;  and  the  faid  United  States  of  America,  on  their  part,  have 
furnifhed  with  full  powers,  Mr.  John  Adams,  late  commihioner  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  heretofore  dele¬ 
gate  in  Congrefs,  from  the  hate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  chief 
juhice  of  the  faid  hate  \  who  have  agreed  and  concluded  as  follows, 
to  wit  : 

Art.  1.  There  fhall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  univerfal  peace  and 
fincere  friendhiip  between  their  high  mightinelfes  the  lords,  the  hates 
general  of  the  United  Netherlands  and  the  United  States  of  America  ; 
and  between  the  fubjeCls  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  parties,  and  be¬ 
tween  the  countries,  ihands,  cities  and  places  fituated  under  the  jurif- 
diClion  of  the  faid  United  Netherlands  and  the  faid  United  States  of 
Amenca,  then  fubjeCls  and  inhabitants  of  every  degree,  without  ex¬ 
ception  of  perfons  or  places. 

Art.  2.  The  fubjeCls  of  the  faid  hates  general  of  the  United  Ne¬ 
therlands,  fhall  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  ihands,  cities 
or  places  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  of  them,  no  other 
nor  greater  duties  or  impoh,  of  whatever  nature  or  denomination  they 
may  be,  than  thofe  which  the  nations  the  moh  favoured  are  or  fhall  be 
obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges, 
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immunities  and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce  which 
the  Laid  nations  do  or  {hall  enjoy,  whether  in  palling  from  one  port  to 
another  in  the  faid  hates,  or  in  going  from  any  of  thofe  ports  to  any 
foreign  port  of  the  world,  or  from  any  foreign  port  of  the  world  to  any 
of  thofe  ports. 

Art.  3  The  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States  of 
America,  (hall  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  illands,  cities 
or  places  of  the  faid  United  Netherlands,  or  any  of  them,  no  other  nor 
greater  duties  or  impofts  of  whatever  nature  and  denomination  they 
may  be,  than  thofe  which  the  nations  the  mod  favoured  are  or  lhall  be 
obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privi¬ 
leges,  immunities  and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce, 
•which  the  faid  nations  do  or  fhall  enjoy,  whether  in  palling  from  one 
port  to  another  in  the  faid  hates,  or  from  any  one  towards  any  one  of 
thofe  ports,  from  or  to  any  foreign  port  of  the  world  :  and  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  of  America,  with  their  fubjeds  and  inhabitants,  lhall  leave 
to  thofe  of  their  high  mightineffes,  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their 
rights  in  the  countries,  illands  and  feas  in  the  Eah  and  Weft-Indies, 
without  any  hindrance  or  molehation. 

Art.  4.  There  fhall  be  an  entire  and  perfed  liberty  of  confcience 
allowed  to  the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  each  party,  and  to  their 
families,  and  no  one  fhall  be  molehed  in  regard  to  his  worfhip,  provi¬ 
ded  he  fubmits  as  to  the  public  demonllration  of  it,  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  :  there  lhall  be  given  moreover  liberty,  when  any  fubjeds  or 
inhabitants  of  either  party  fhall  die  in  the  territory  of  the  other,  to 
bury  them  in  the  ufual  burying  places,  or  in  decent  and  convenient 
grounds  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  as  occafion  fhall  require  : 
and  the  dead  bodies  of  thofe  who  are  buried,  lhall  not  in  anywife  be 
molehed.  And  the  two  contrading  parties  fhall  provide,  each  one  in 
his  jurifdidion,  that  their  refpedive  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  may 
henceforward  obtain  the  requilite  certificates  in  cales  ol  deaths  in 
which  they  lhall  be  interehed. 

Art.  5.  Their  high  mightineffes,  the  hates  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  States  of  America  lhall  endeavour,  by 
all  the  means  in  their  power,  to  defend  and  proted  all  velfels  and  other 
effeds  belonging  to  their  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  refpedively,  or  to 
any  of  them,  in  their  ports,  roads,  havens,  internal  feas,  paffes,  rivers, 
and  as  far  as  their  jurifdidion  extends  at  fea,  and  to  recover  and  caufe 
to  be  rehored  to  the  true  proprietors,  their  agents  or  attornies,  all  fuch 
velfels  and  effeds,  which  fhall  be  taken  under  their  jurifdidion  :  and 
their  velfels  of  war  and  convoys,  in  cafes  when  they  may  have  a  com¬ 
mon  enemy,  lhall  take  under  their  protedion  all  the  velfels  belonging 
to  the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  either  party,  which  lhall  not  be  la¬ 
den  with  contraband  goods,  according  to  the  delcription  which  lhall 
be  made  of  them  hereafter,  for  places,  with  which  one  of  the  parties 
is  in  peace,  and  the  other  at  war,  nor  deftined  for  any  place  blocked, 
and  which  lhall  hold  the  fame  courfe  or  follow  the  fame  rout  ;  and 
they  lhall  defend  fuch  velfels  as  long  as  they  lhall  hold  the  fame  courfe, 
or  follow  the  fame  rout,  againft  all  attacks,  force  and  violence  of  the 
common  enemy,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  they  ought  to  proted  and  de¬ 
fend  the  velfels,  belonging  to  their  own  refpedive  fubjeds. 
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Art.  6.  The  fubje&s  of  the  contra&ing  parties  may,  on  one  fide  and 
on  the  other,  in  the  refpe£tive  countries  and  dates,  difpole  of  their  ef- 
fedfs  by  teftament,  donation  or  otherwife,  and  their  heirs,  luojedts  of 
one  of  the  parties,  and  redding  in  the  country  of  the  other,  or  elfe- 
'where,  (hall  receive  fuch  fuccefhons,  even  ab  in  testato ,  whether  in 
perfon  or  by  their  attorney  or  fubftitute,  even  although  they  fh ail  not 
have  obtained  letters  of  naturalization,  without  having  the  eftedt  of 
fuch  commiffion  contelted  under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  prerogatives 
of  any  province,  city  or  private  perfon  ;  and  if  the  heirs,  to  whom  fuch 
fuccefhons  may  have  fallen,  fh  all  be  minors,  the  tutors  or  curators,  ef- 
tablifhed  by  the  judge  domiciliary  of  the  faid  minors,  may  govern,  di- 
rea,  adminiher,  fell  and  alienate  the  effeas  fallen  to  the  faid  minors, 
by  inheritance  ;  and  in  general,  in  relation  to  the  faid  fuccefhons  and 
effeas,  ufe  all  the  rights  and  fulfil  all  the  funaions,  which  belong  by 
the  difpofition  of  the  laws,  to  guardians,  tutors,  and  curators  :  provi¬ 
ded  neverthelefs,  that  this  difpofition  cannot  take  place,  but  in  cafes 
where  the  teftator  fhall  not  have  named  guardians,  tutors,  curators  by 
teftament,  codicil,  or  other  legal  inftrument. 

Art.  7.  It  fhall  be  lawful  and  free  for  the  fubjeas  of  each  party,  to 
employ  fuch  advocates,  attornies,  notaries,  folicitors  or  faaors,  as  they 
fhall  judge  proper. 

Art.  8.  Merchants,  mafters  and  owners  of  (hips,  manners,  men  of 
all  kinds,  fliips  and  veffels,  and  all  merchandizes,  and  goods  in  general, 
and  effeas  of  one  of  the  confederates,  or  of  the  fubjeas  thereof,  fhall 
not  be  feized  or  detained  in  any  of  the  countries,  lands,  lflands,  cities, 
places,  ports,  fhores  or  dominations  whatfoever  of  the  other  confede¬ 
rate,  for  any  military  expedition,  public  or  private  ufe  of  any  one,  by 
arrefts,  violence  or  any  colour  thereof  ;  much  lefs  fhall  it  be  permitted 
to  the  fubjeas  of  either  party,  to  take  or  extort  by  force,  any  thing 
from  the  fubjeas  of  the  other  party,  without  the  content  of  the  owner  : 
which  however  is  not  to  be  uncler'ftood  of  feizures,  detentions  and  ar¬ 
refts,  which  fhall  be  made  by  the  command  and  authority  of  juftice, 
and  by  the  ordinary  methods,  on  account  of  debts  or  crimes,  in  ref- 
pea  whereof,  the  proceedings  muft  be,  by  way  of  law,  according  to 
the  forms  of  juftice. 

Art.  9.  It  is  further  agreed  and  concluded,  that  it  (hall  be  wholly 
free  for  all  merchants,  commanders  of  (hips  and  other  fubjeas  and 
inhabitants  of  the  contraaing  parties,  in  every  place  fubjefted  to  the 
jurifdiaion  of  the  two  powers  refpeclively,  to  manage  themfelves,  their 
own  bufinefs.  And  moreover  as  to  the  ufe  of  interpreters,  or  brokers, 
as  alfo  in  relation  to  the  loading  or  unloading  of  their  rebels,  and  eve¬ 
ry  thing  which  has  relation  thereto,  they  (hall  be,  on  one  fide  and  on 
the  other,  confidered  and  treated  upon  the  footing  of  natural  fubjeas, 
or  at  leaft  upon  an  equality  with  the  moft  favoured  nation. 

Art.  10.  The  merchant-fhips  of  either  of  the  parties  coming  from 
the  port  of  an  enemy,  or  from  their  own  or  a  neutral  port,  may  navi¬ 
gate  freely  towards  any  port  of  an  enemy  of  the  other  ally  :  they  (hall 
be,  neverthelefs,  held,  whenever  it  (hall  be  required,  to  exhibit,  as 
well  upon  the  high  feas  as  in  the  ports,  their  fea-letters  and  other  do¬ 
cuments,  deferibed  in  the  25th  article,  (fating  cxprefsly  that  their 
efFe&s  are  not  of  the  number  of  thofe,  which  are  prohibited  as  con- 
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traband  :  and  not  having  any  contraband  goods  for  an  enemy’s  port, 
they  may  freely  and  without  hindrance,  purfue  their  voyage  towards 
the  port  of  an  enemy.  Neverthelefs  it  ffiall  not  be  required  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  papers  of  veffels  convoyed  by  veffels  of  war,  but  credence 
Jhall  be  given  to  the  word  of  the  officer,  who  fhali  conduft  the  convoy. 

Art.  11.  If  by  exhibiting  the  fea-letters  and  other  documents  def¬ 
erred  more  particularly  in  the  25th  article  of  this  treaty,  the  other 
pai  ty  fhali  dilcover  there  are  any  of  thole  forts  of  goods,  which  are 
declared  piohibited  and  contraband,  and  that  they  are  configned  for 
a  port  under  the  obedience  of  his  enemy,  it  fhali  not  be  lawful  to 
break  up  the  hatches  of  Inch  {hip,  nor  to  open  any  chefl,  coffer,  packs, 
calks  or  other  veffels  found  therein,  or  to  remove  the  fmalleft  parcel 
of  hei  goods,  whether  the  laid  veffel  belongs  to  the  fubjedts  of  their 
high  mightineffes,  the  (fates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  or  to 
the  fubjedfs  or  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States  of  America,  unlefs 
the  lading  be  brought  on  fhore,  in  prefence  of  the  officers  of  the  court  of 
admiralty,  and  an  inventory  thereof  made,  but  there  (hall  be  no  allow¬ 
ance  to  fell,  exchange  or  alienate  the  fame,  until  after  that  due  and 
lawful  piocefs  fhali  have  been  had  againfl  fuch  prohibited  goods  of 
conti  aband,  and  the  court  of  admiralty,  by  a  fentence  pronounced, 
fliad  have  confifcated  the  fame,  faving  always  as  well  the  ffiip  itfelf 
as  any  other  goods  found  therein,  which  are  to  be  effeemed  free,  and 
may  not  be  detained  on  pretence  of  their  being  infedted  by  the  prohi¬ 
bited  goods,  much  lets  fhali  they  be  confifcated  as  lawful  prize  :  but 
on  the  contrary,  when  by  the  vifitation  at  land,  it  fhali  he  found  that 
there  aie  no  contraband  goods  in  the  veffel,  and  it  fhali  not  appear  by 
the  papers,  that  he  who  has  taken  and  carried  in  the  veffel  has  been 
able  to  dilcover  any  there,  he  ought  to  be  condemned  in  all  the  char¬ 
ges,  damages  and.  interefts  of  them  which  he  fhali  have  caufed,  both  to 
the  owner  of  veflels  and  to  the  owners  and  freighters  of  cargoes,  with 
which  they  fhali  be  loaded,  by  his  temerity  in  taking  and  carrying  them 
in,  declaring  mofl  exprefsly,  the  free  veffels  fhali  alfure  the  liberty  of 
the  e  fie  df  s  with  which  they  fhali  be  loaded,  and  that  this  liberty  fhali 
extend  itfelf  equally  to  the  perfo»s  who  fhali  be  found  in  b  free  veffel, 
w'ho  may  not  be  taken  out  of  her,  unlefs  they  are  military-men,  a  equ¬ 
ally  in  the  fervice  of  an  enemy. 

Art.  12.  On  the  contrary  it  is  agreed,  that  whatever  fhali  be 
found  to  be  laden  by  the  fubjedls  and  inhabitants  of  either  party,  on 
any  ffiip  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  cr  to  their  fubje&s, 
although  it  he  not  comprehended  under  the  fort  of  prohibited  goods, 
the  whole  may  be  confifcated,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  it  belonged  to 
the  enemy  :  except  neverthelefs  fuch  effedfs  and  merchandizes,  as 
were  put  on  board  fuch  veffel,  before  the  declaration  of  war,  or  in 
the  lpace  of  lix  months  after  it,  which  effedfs  fhali  not  be  in  any  man¬ 
ner  fubjedf  to  confifcation,  but  ffiall  be  faithfully  and  without  delay 
reflored  in  nature  to  the  owners,  who  ffiall  claim  them  or  caufe  them 
to  be  claimed,  before  the  confifcation  and  fale,  as  alfo  their  proceeds, 
if  the  claim  could  not  be  made  but  in  the  fpace  of  eight  months  after 
the  fale,  which  ought  to  be  public:  provided  neverthelefs,  that  if  the 
faid  merchandizes  are  contraband,  it  fhali  by  no  means  be  lawful  to 
tranfport  them  afterwards  to  any  port  belonging  to  enemies. 


75 


JANUARY  1783- 

Art.  13.  And  that  more  efFe&ual  care  may  be  taken  for  the  lecu- 
rity  of'fubjedts  and  people  of  either  party,  that  they  do  not  luffier  mo* 
leftation  from  the  veffels  of  war,  or  privateers  of  the  other  party,  it 
lhall  be  forbidden  to  all  commanders  of  veffels  of  war,  and  other  arm¬ 
ed  veffels  of  the  faid  dates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and 
the  faid  United  States  of  America,  as  well  as  to  all  their  officers,  fub- 
je&s  and  people,  to  give  any  offence  or  do  any  damage  to  thole  ot 
the  other  party  ;  and  if  they  act  to  the  contrary,  they  lhall  be,  upon 
the  firft  complaint  which  lhall  be  made  of  it,  being  found  guilty  after 
a  juff  examination,  punilhed  by  their  proper  judges,  and  moreover 
obliged  to  make  fatisfa&ion  for  all  damages  and  interefts  thereof,  by 
reparation,  under  pain  and  obligation  of  their  peilons  and  g'oods. 

Art.  14.  For  further  determining  ol  what  has  been  faid,  all  cap¬ 
tains  of  privateers,  or  litters  out  of  veffels  armed  for  war,  under  com- 
miffion  and  on  account  of  private  perfons,  lhall  be  held  before  their 
departure,  to  give  fufficient  caution  before  competent  judges,  either 
to  be  entirely  refponlible  for  the  malverfations  which  they  may  com¬ 
mit  in  their  cruifes  or  voyages,  as  well  as  for  the  contraventions  of 
their  captains  and  officers,  againft  the  prefent  treaty,  and  againlt  the 
ordinances  and  edifts  which  lhall  be  publilhed  in  confequence  of,  and 
conformity  to  it,  under  pain  of  forfeiture  and  nullity  of  the  faid  com- 
miffion. 

Art.  15.  All  veffels  and  merchandizes  of  whatfoever  nature,  which 
lhall  be  refcued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates  or  robbers,  navigating 
the  high-feas  without  requifite  commiffions,  fhall  be  brought  into  fome 
port  of  one  of  the  two  Hates,  and  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  reftored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor, 
as  foon  as  due  and  fufficient  proofs  lhall  be  made,  concerning  the  pro¬ 
perty  thereof. 

Art.  16.  If  any  Ihips  or  veffels  belonging  to  either  of  the  parties, 
their  fubjecls  or  people  lhall,  within  the  coafts  or  dominations  of  the 
other,  Hick  upon  the  fands  or  be  wrecked,  or  fuffer  any  other  fea  da¬ 
mage,  all  friendly  affiffance  and  relief  lhall  be  given  to  the  perfons 
"Ihip-wrecked,  or  fuch  as  lhall  be  in  danger  thereof ;  and  the  veffels, 
effedts  and  merchandizes,  or  the  part  of  them  which  fhall  have  been 
faved,  or  the  proceeds  of  them,  if  being  perifhable  they  lhall  have  been 
fold,  being  claimed  within  a  year  and  a  day,  by  the  matters  or  owners, 
or  their  agents  or  attornies,  lhall  be  reftored,  paying  only  the  reafon- 
able  charges,  and  that  which  mutt  be  paid,  in  the  fame  cafe,  for  the 
falvage,  by  the  proper  fubjedts  of  the  country  :  there  lhall  alfo  be  de¬ 
livered  them  fafe  conduits  or  paffports,  for  their  free  and  fafe  paffage 
from  thence,  and  to  return  each  one  to  his  own  country. 

Art.  17.  In  cafe  the  fubjedts  or  people  of  either  party,  with  their 
fhipping,  whether  public  and  of  war,  or  private  and  of  merchants,  be 
forced  through  ftrefs  of  weather,  purfuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any 
other  urgent  neceffity,  for  feeking  of  fhelter  and  harbour,  to  retreat 
and  enter  into  any  of  the  rivers,  creeks,  bays,  ports,  roads  or  fhores 
belonging  to  the  other  party,  they  fhall  be  received  with  all  humanity 
and  kindnefs,  and  enjoy  all  friendly  protection  and  help,  and  they  lhall 
be  permitted  to  refrefh  and  provide  themfelves  at  reafonable  rates, 
with  vidtuals  and  all  things  needful  for  the  fuftenance  of  their  perfons, 
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or  reparation  of  their  fhips  ;  and  they  fhall  no  ways  he  detained  or 
liindred  from  returning  out  of  the  faid  ports  or  roads,  but  may  remove 
and  depart  when  and  whither  they  pleafe,  without  any  let  or  hindrance. 

Art.  18.  For  the  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  both  ftdes,  it 
is  agreed,  that  if  a  war  Ihould  break  out  between  their  high  mighti- 
neffes  the  hates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  there  {hall  always  be  granted  to  the  fubjeds  on 
each  fide,  the  term  of  nine  months  after  the  date  of  the  rupture,  or 
the  proclamation  of  war,  to  the  end  that  they  may  retire  with  their 
eifeds,  and  tranfport  them  where  they  pleafe,  which  it  fhall  be  lawful 
for  them  to  do,  as  well  as  to  fell  or  tranfport  their  effects  and  goods  in 
all  freedom,  and  without  any  hindrance,  and  without  being  able  to 
proceed  during  the  faid  term  of  nine  months,  to  any  arred  of  their  ef¬ 
fects,  much  lei's  of  their  perfons  ;  on  the  contrary,  there  fhall  be  given 
them,  for  their  velfels  and  their  effeds  which  they  would  carry  away, 
paflports  and  fafe  conducts  for  the  nearelt  ports  of  their  refpedive  coun¬ 
tries,  and  for  the  time  necetfary  for  the  voyage  ;  and  no  prize  made 
at  lea  (hall  be  adjudged  lawful,  at  leaft  if  the  declaration  of  war  was 
not  or  could  not  be  known  in  the  lad  port  which  the  veflel  taken  has 
quitted  ;  but  for  whatever  may  have  been  taken  from  the  fubjeds  and 
inhabitants  of  either  party,  and  for  the  offences  which  may  have  been 
given  them  in  the  interval  of  the  faid  terms,  a  complete  fatisfadion 
fhall  be  given  them. 

Art.  19.  No  fubjed  of  their  high  mightineffes  the  dates  general  of 
the  United  Netherlands,  mail  apply  for  or  take  any  commiflion  or  let¬ 
ters  of  marque  for  arming  any  {hip  or  fhips,  to  ad  as  privateers  againd 
the  faid  United  States  of  America  or  any  of  them,  or  the  fubjeds  and  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  faid  United  States  or  any  of  them,  or  againd  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  date  with 
which  the  faid  United  States  of  America  may  happen  to  be  at  war  ; 
nor  (hall  any  fubjed  or  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
or  any  of  them,  apply  for  or  take  any  commiffion  or  letters  of  marque 
for  arming  any  fhip  or  fhips,  to  ad  as  privateers  againd  the  high  and 
mighty  lords  the  dates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  or  againd 
the  fubjeds  of  their  high  mightineffes  or  any  of  them,  or  againd  the 
property  of  any  one  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  date  with  which  their 
high  mightineffes  may  be  at  war:  and  it  any  perfon  ot  either  nation 
(hall  take  fuch  commilfion  or  letters  of  marque,  he  fhall  be  punilhed  as 
a  pirate. 

Art.  20.  If  the  velfels  of  the  fubjeds  or  inhabitants  of  one  of  the 
parties,  come  upon  any  eoad  belonging  to  either  ot  the  faid  allies,  but 
not  willing  to  enter  into  port,  or  being  entered  into  port  and  not  wil¬ 
ling  to  unload  their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  or  take  in  any  cargo,  they 
(hall  not  be  obliged  to  pay  neither  for  the  veffels  nor  the  cargoes,  any 
duties  ol  entry  in  or  out,  nor  to  render  any  account  ot  their  cargoes, 
at  lead  if  there  is  not  jud  caufe  to  prefume  that  they  carry  to  an  enemy, 
merchandizes  of  contraband. 

Art.  21.  The  two  contrading  parties  grant  to  each  other  mutual¬ 
ly,  the  liberty  of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  confuls,  vice¬ 
tonfuls,  agents  and  commiffaries  of  their  own  appointing,  whole  func¬ 
tions  fhall  be  regulated  by  particular  agreement,  whenever  either 
party  choofe  to  make  fuch  appointments. 
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Art.  22.  This  treaty  fhall  not  be  underftood  in  any  manner  to  de¬ 
rogate  from  the  9th,  10th,  19th  and  24th  articles  of  the  treaty  with 
France,  as  they  were  numbered  in  the  fame  treaty,  concluded  the  6th 
of  February,  1778,  and  which  make  the  articles  9th,  10th,  17th  and 
22d  of  the  -treaty  of  commerce  now  fubfifting  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  crown  of  France  :  nor  fhall  it  hinder  his 
Catholic  majefty  from  acceding  to  that  treaty,  and  enjoying  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  faid  four  articles. 

Art.  23.  If  at  any  time  the  United  States  of  America  lliall  judge 
it  neceffary  to  commence  negotiations  with  the  king  or  emperor  of 
Morocco  and  Fez,  and  with  the  regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis  orTripo- 
li,  or  with  any  of  them,  to  obtain  palfports  for  the  fecurity  of  their 
navigation  in  the  Mediterranean  fea  ;  their  high  mightineffes  promife, 
that  upon  the  requifition  which  the  United  States  of  America  lliall 
make  of  it,  they  will  fecond  fuch  negociations  in  the  moft  favourable 
manner,  by  means  of  their  confuls  refiding  near  the  faid  king,  empe¬ 
ror  and  regencies. 

CoNsTRABAND. 

Art.  24.  The  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  lliall  extend  to 
all  forts  of  merchandizes,  excepting  only  thofe  which  are  diftinguifhed 
under  the  name  of  contraband  or  merchandizes  prohibited  ;  and  under 
this  denomination  of  contraband  and  merchandizes  prohibited,  fhall  be 
comprehended  only  warlike  ftores  and  arms,  as  mortars,  artillery  with 
their  artifices  and  appurtenances,  fufils,  piftols,  bombs,  grenades,  gun¬ 
powder,  falt-petre,  fulphur,  match,  bullets  and  balls,  pikes,  fabres,  lan¬ 
ces,  halberts,  cafques,  cuiraffes,  and  other  forts  of  arms  ;  as  alfo  fol- 
diers,  horfes,  faddles,  and  furniture  for  horfes.  All  other  effeds  and 
merchandizes,  not  before  fpecified  exprefsly,  and  even  all  forts  of  na¬ 
val  matters,  however  proper  they  may  be  for  the  conftrudion  and  equip¬ 
ment  of  velfels  of  war,  or  for  the  manufacture  of  one  or  another  fort  of 
machines  of  war,  by  land  or  fea,  fhall  not  be  judged  contraband,  neither 
by  the  letter,  nor  according  to  any  pretended  interpretation  whatever, 
ought  they  or  can  they  be  comprehended  under  the  notion  of  effects 
prohibited  or  contraband :  fo  that  all  effects  and  merchandizes  which 
are  not  exprefsly  before  named,  may  without  any  exception,  and  in  per* 
feet  liberty  be  tranfported  by  the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  both  al¬ 
lies,  from  and  to  places  belonging  to  the  enemy,  excepting  only  the 
places  which  at  the  fame  time  fhall  be  befieged,  blocked  or  inverted, 
and  thofe  places  only  fhall  be  held  for  fuch,  which  are  furrounded  near¬ 
ly  by  fome  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Art.  25.  To  the  end  that  all  diffention  and  quarrel  may  be  avoided 
and  prevented,  it  has  been  agreed,  that  in  cafe  that  one  of  the  two 
parties  happens  to  be  at  war,  the  veffels  belonging  to  the  fubjeds  or 
inhabitants  of  the  other  ally,  fhall  be  provided  with  lea-letters  orpaff- 
ports,  expreffing  the  name,  the  property  and  the  burthen  of  the  veffej, 
as  alfo  the  name  and  the  place  of  abode  of  the  mailer  or  commander 
of  the  faid  veffel,  to  the  end  that  thereby  it  may  appear  that  the  vef- 
fel  really  and  truly  belongs  to  fubjeds  or  inhabitants  of  one  of  the 
parties ;  which  palfports  fhall  be  drawn  and  diftributed  according  to 
the  form  annexed  to  this  treaty  ;  each  time  that  the  veffel  fhall  return, 
Hie  fhould  have  fuch  her  paffport  renewed,  or  at  leart  they  ouerht  not 
Vol.  VIII,  I, 
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to  be  of  more  ancient  date  than  two  years,  before  the  veffel  has  been 
returned  to  her  own  country. 

It  has  been  alfo  agreed  that  fuch  veffels,  being  loaded,  ought  to  be 
provided  not  only  with  the  faid  purports  or  fea-letters,  b|t  alfo  with  a 
general  paffport,  or  with  particular  paffports  or  manlfewfoi'  other  pub¬ 
lic  documents  which  are  ordinarily  g’iven  to  veffels  outward-bound,  in 
the  ports  from  whence  the  veffels  have  fet  fail  in  the  lad  place,  con¬ 
taining  a  fpecification  of  the  cargo,  oi  the  place  from  whence  the  vef¬ 
fel  departed,  and  of  that  of  her  deftination,  or  inffead  of  all  thefe,  with 
certificates  from  the  magidrates  or  governors  of  cities,  places  and  colo¬ 
nies,  from  whence  the  veffel  came,  given  in  the  ufual  form,  to  the  end 
that  it  may  be  known  whether  there  are  any  ef Feds  prohibited  or  con¬ 
traband  on  board  the  veffels,  and  whether  they  are  dedined  to  be  car¬ 
ried  to  an  enemy’s  country  or  not.  And  in  cafe  any  one  judges  proper, 
to  exprefs,  in  the  faid  documents,  the  perfons  to  whom  the  effe&s  on 
board  belong,  he  may  do  it  freely,  without  however  being  bound  to 
do  it ;  and  the  omilfion  of  fuch  expreflion  cannot  and  ought  not  to 
caufe  a  confifcation. 

Art.  26.  II  the  veffels  of  the  faid  fubjedts,  or  inhabitants  of  either 
of  the  parties,  failing  along  the  coafls  or  on  the  high  feas,  are  met  by 
a  veffel  of  war  or  privateer,  or  other  armed  veffel  of  the  other  party, 
the  faid  veffels  of  war,  privateers  or  armed  veffels,  for  avoiding  all  dif- 
order,  fhall  remain  without  the  reach  of  cannon,  but  may  fend  their 
boats  on  board  the  merchant  veffel  which  they  fhall  meet  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  upon  which  they  may  not  pafs  more  than  two  or  three  men,  to 
whom  the  maker  or  commander  fhall  exhibit  his  paffport,  containing 
the  property  of  the  veffel,  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this  trea¬ 
ty  ;  and  the  veffel,  after  having  exhibited  fuch  a  paffport,  lea-letter 
and  other  documents,  fhall  be  free  to  continue  her  voyage,  fo  that  it 
fhall  not  be  lawful  to  moled  her,  or  fearch  her  in  any  manner,  nor  to 
give  her  chafe,  nor  to  force  her  to  alter  her  courfe. 

Art.  27.  It  fhall  be  lawful  for  merchants,  captains  and  commanders 
of  veffels,  whether  public  and  of  Avar,  or  private,  and  of  merchants, 
belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  their 
fubjetts  and  inhabitants,  to  take  freely  into  their  fervice,  and  receive 
on  board  of  their  veffels,  in  any  port  or  place  in  the  jurifdicdion  of 
their  high  mightineffes  aforefaid,  feamen  or  others,  natives  or  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  any  of  the  faid  dates,  upon  fuch  conditions  as  they  fhall  agree 
on,  without  being  fubject  for  this  to  any  fine,  penalty,  punifhment, 
procefs  or  reprehenlion  whatfoever :  and  reciprocally,  all  merchants, 
captains  and  commanders,  belonging  to  the  faid  United  Netherlands, 
fhall  enjoy,  in  all  the  ports  and  places  under  the  obedience  of  the  faid 
United  States  of  America,  the  fame  privilege  of  engaging  and  receiv¬ 
ing  feamen  or  others,  natives  or  inhabitants  of  any  country  of  the  do¬ 
mination  of  the  faid  dates  general ;  provided,  that  neither  on  one  fide 
nor  the  other,  they  may  not  take  into  their  fervice  fuch  of  their  coun¬ 
trymen  Avho  have  already  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  other  party 
contra&ing,  whether  in  war  or  trade,  and  whether  they  meet  them  by 
land  or  fea  ;  at  lead,  if  the  captains  or  maders,  under  the  command  of 
whom  fuch  perfons  may  be  found,  will  not,  of  his  OAvn  confent,  dif- 
charge  them  from  their  fervice,  upon  pain  of  being  otherwife  treated 
and  puniflied  as  deferters. 
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Art.  23.  The  affair  of  refradli  on  (hall  be  regulated  in  all  equity  and 
juftice,  by  the  magiftrates  of  cities  reflectively,  where  it  (hail  be 
judged  that  there  is  any  room  to  complain  in  this  refpedt. 

Art.  29.  The  prefent  treaty  Hull  be  ratified  and  approved  by  their 
high  mightineffes,  the  hates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and 
by  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  afts  of  ratification  (hall  be 
delivered  in  good  and  due  form  on  one  fide  and  on  the  other,  in  the 
fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooner  if  poffible,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignature. 

In  faith  of  which,  we  the  deputies  and  plenipotentiaries  of  the  lords 
the  hates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  the  miniher  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  virtue  of  our  refpec- 
tive  authorities  and  full  powers,  have  figned  the  prefent  treaty,  and 
appofed  thereto  the  feals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  the  8th  of  O&ober,  1782. 

*Fhe  form  of  the  passport  which  shall  he  given  to  ships  and  vessels^ 
in  consequence  of  the  25  th  article  of  this  treaty . 

To  all,  who  (hall  fee  thefe  prefents,  greeting  :  Be  it  known,  that 
leave  and  permiflion  are  hereby  given  to  maher 

and  commander  of  the  fliip  or  veffel  called  of  the 

burden  of  tons,  or  thereabouts,  lying  at  prefent  in  the  port 

or  haven  of  bound  for  and  laden  with 

to  depart  and  proceed  with  his  faid  fliip  or  veffel  on  his  faid 
voyage  ;  fuch  Ihip  or  veffel  having  been  vifited,  and  the  faid  mailer 
and  commander  having  made  oath  before  the  proper  officer,  that  the 
faid  ffiip  or  veffel  belongs  to  one  or  more  of  the  fubjects,  people  or 
inhabitants  of  and  to  him  or  them  only.  In  witnefs 

whereof,  we  have  fubferibed  our  names  to  thefe  prefents,  and  affixed 
the  feal  of  our  arms  thereto,  and  caufed  the  fame  to  be  counterfigned 

hY  at  this  day  of  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  Chrift. 


Form  of  the  certificate  which  shall  he  given  to  ships  or  vessels  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  25  th  article  of  this  treaty . 

We>  magiftrates  or  officers  of  the  cuftoms  of  the  city 

or  port  of  .  do  certify  and  atteft,  that  on  the 

day  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  C.  D.  of 

pcrfonally  appeared  before  us,  and  declared  by  folemit 
oath,  that  the  fhip  or  veffel  called  of  tons  or 

thereabouts,  whereof  of  is  at  prefent  matter  or 

commander,  does  rightfully  and  properly  belong  to  him  or  them  only  - 
that  ihe  is  now  bound  from  the  city  or  port  of  to  the  port  of 

i  j  e  !adel)  with  goods  and  merchandizes,  here  under  particular¬ 
ly  deicribed  and  enumerated,  as  follows  : 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  figned  this  certificate,  and  fealed  it 
w.th  the  feal  of  our  office,  this  day  of  in  the  year 

ol  our  Lord  Chrift.  y 


Form  of  the  Sea-Letter • 

,ferene’  ferue,ne>  poittant,  puiffant,  high,  illuftrious,  noble, 
honorable,  venerable,  wife  and  prudent  lords,  emperors,  kings,  repub: 
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lies,  princes,  dukes,  earls,  barons,  lords,  burgo-mafters,  chepons,  coun¬ 
cillors,  as  alio  judges,  officers,  judiciaries  and  regents,  of  all  the  good 
cities  and  places,  whether  eclefiaftical  or  fecular,  who  fhall  fee  thefe 
patents,  or  hear  them  read  :  We,  burgo-mafters,  and  regents  of  the 
city  of  make  known,  that  the  mafter  of  appear¬ 

ing  before  us,  has  declared  upon  oath,  that  the  veffel  called 
of  the  burthen  of  about  lafts,  which  he  at  prefent  navigates, 

is  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  that  no  fubjeds  of  the  enemy  have 
any  part  or  portion  therein,  diredly  nor  indiredly  ;  fo  may  God  Al¬ 
mighty  help  him  :  and  as  we  wifh  to  fee  the  faid  mafter  profper  in  his 
lawful  affairs,  our  prayer  is,  to  all  the  before-mentioned,  and  to  each 
of  them  feparately,  where  the  faid  mafter  fhall  arrive  with  his  veffel 
and  cargo,  that  they  may  pleafe  to  receive  the  faid  mafter  with  good- 
nefs,  and  to  treat  him  in  a  becoming  manner,  permitting  him  upon 
the  ufual  tolls  and  expenfes,  in  paffing  and  repaffing,  to  pafs,  navigate 
and  frequent  the  ports,  paffes  and  territories,  to  the  end  to  tranfad  his 
bufinefs,  where  and  in  what  manner  he  (hall  judge  proper  ;  whereof 
we  fhall  be  willingly  indebted. 

In  witnefs,  and  for  caufe  whereof,  we  affix  hereto  the  feal  of  this  city 

(In  the  margin.) 

By  ordinance  of  the  high  and  mighty  lords  the  ftates  general  of  the 
United  Netherlands. 

And  whereas  a  convention,  concerning  veffels  re-captured,  was  at 
the  place  and  on  the  day  above-mentioned,  concluded  by  the  faid  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary,  on  the  part  of  thefe  United  States,  with  the  faid 
plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  the  faid  lords,  the  ftates  general  of  the 
United  Netherlands  ;  and  the  fame  hath  been  this  day  approved  and 
ratified  by  the  United  States  in  Congrcfs  affembled,  as  it  is  contained 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Convention  between  the  lords  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Nether¬ 
lands  and  the  United  States  of  America,  concerning  veffels  re-cap¬ 
tured. 

The  lords  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  being  inclined  to  eftablifli  fome  uniform 
principles,  with  relation  to  prizes  made  by  veffels  of  war,  and  commif- 
fioned  by  the  two  con  trading  powers,  upon  their  common  enemies, 
and  to  veffels  of  the  fubjeds  of  either  party,  captured  by  the  enemy 
and  re-captured  by  veffels  of  war  commiflioned  by  either  party  ;  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles  : 

Art.  1.  The  veffels  of  either  of  the  two  nations,  re-capturrd  by 
the  privateers  of  the  other,  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  firft  proprietor,  if 
Rich  veffels  have  not  been  24  hours  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  ;  pro¬ 
vided  the  owner  of  the  veffel  re-captured  pay  therefor  *d  of  the  value 
of  the  veffel,  as  alfo  of  that  of  the  cargo,  the  cannons  and  apparel  ; 
which  third  fhall  be  valued  by  agreement  between  the  parties  interefted, 
or,  if  they  cannot  agree  thereon  among  themfelves,  they  (hall  addrefs 
themfelves  to  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  of  the  place  where  the  pri¬ 
vateer  who  has  re-taken  the  veffel  fhall  have  conduded  her. 

Art.  2.  If  the  veffel  re-captured  has  been  more  than  24  hours  in. 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  fhc  fhall  belong  entirely  to  the  privateer  who 
has  re-taken  her. 


JANUARY  1783, 


81 


Art.  S.  In  cafe  a  veffel  Hull  have  been  re-captured  by  a  veCTel  of 
war  belonging  to  the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  or  to 
7he  United  States  of  America,  fhe  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  firft  owner 
he  paying  a  30th  part  of  the  value  of  the  ftip,  her  ca rgo,  c cannons  and 
annarel  if  fhe  has  been  re-captured  in  the  interval  ot  24  horns,  and 
the  10th  part  if  (he  has  been  re-captured  after  the  24  hours  ;  which 
fums' fhall  be  diftributed  in  form  of  gratifications  to  the  crews  of  the 
veffel s  which  fhall  have  re-taken  her.  The  valuation  of  the  faid  30th 
parts  and  10th  parts,  (hall  be  regulated  according  to  the  tenor  ot  the 

firft  article  of  the  prefent  convention.  , 

Art.  4.  The  reftitution  of  prizes,  whether  they  may  have  been  re¬ 
taken  by  veffels  of  war  or  by  privateers,  in  the  mean  time,  and  until 
requiftte  and  fufficient  proofs  can  be  given  of  the  property  of  veffels 
re-captured,  fhall  be  admitted  in  a  reafonable  time,  undei  fufficient 
fureties  for  the  oblervation  of  the  aforefaid  articles. 

Art  5.  The  veffels  of  war  and  privateers  of  one  and  of  the  other 
of  the*  two  nations,  fhall  be  reciprocally,  both  in  Europe  and  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  world,  admitted  in  the  refpeaive  ports  of  each,  with 
their  prizes,  which  may  be  unloaded  and  fold  according  to  the  forma¬ 
lities  ufed  in  the  (fate  where  the  prize  fhall  have  been  conduced,  as 
far  as  may  be  confident  with  the  2 2d  article  of  the  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  :  provided  always,  that  the  legality  of  prizes,  by  the  veffels  ot 
the  low-countries,  fhall  be  decided  conformably  to  the  laws  and  regu¬ 
lations  eftabliffied  in  the  United  Netherlands  ;  as  likewife,  that  of 
prizes  made  by  American  veffels,  fhall  be.  judged  according  to  the 
laws  and  regulations  determined  by  the  United  States  of  America. 

Art.  6.  Moreover  it  fhall  be  free  tor  the  dates  general  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Netherlands,  as  well  as  for  the  United  States  of  America,  to  make 
fuch  regulations  as  they  fhall  judge  neceffary,  relative  to  the  condud 
which  their  refpedive  veffels  and  privateers  ought  to  hold  in  relation 
to  the  veffels  which  they  fhall  have  taken  and  conduded  into  the  ports 
of  the  two  powers. 

In  faith  of  which,  we,  the  deputies  and  plenipotentiaries  of  the  lords 
the  dates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  minidei  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  have  in  virtue  of  our  refpeaive 
authorities  and  full  powers,  figned  thefe  prefents,  and  confirmed  the 

fame  with  the  feal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  the  8th  of  Oaober,  1782. 

Now  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  faid  treaty  and  convention  may, 
with  all  good  faith,  be  performed  and  obferved  on  the  part  of  thele 
United  States,  all  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  more  es¬ 
pecially  all  captains  and  other  officers  and  feamen  belonging  to  any 
veffels  of  war  of  thefe  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  of  any  pri  vate 
armed  veffels  commiffioned  by  Gongrefs,  are  hereby  enjoined  and  re¬ 
quired  to  govern  themfelves  ft  r  idly  in  all  things  according  to  the  fti- 
pulations  above  recited. 

Done  in  Gongrefs,  this  23d  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1783,  and  of  our  fovereignty  and  independence  the  7th. 

Friday,  January  24,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
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TohnHa  SnCl  Mp  ^ad‘rm1’  t0  w,hom  was  referred  a  memorial  from 
^  Wu  ’  Per fi for  Frazer  and  Jofeph  Gardner  : 

zer  T  re*TST  C°mplaint  ,hfl  been  made  t0  Gongrefs  by  Perfifor  Fra- 
’ J°h"  PIannum  and  J?fePh  Gardner,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and 
others,  that  there  are  good  grounds,  not  only  from  former  tranfadtions, 
but  for  other  realons  to  bel.eve  that  great  abufe  has  been  attempted 
oi  a  p allport  granted  by  the  commander  in  chief,  for  the  proteclion  of 
c  othmg  and  other  necelfaries  fent  from  New-York  in  the  Mp  Ama- 
'  ,  tor  the  ufe  ol  Lrituh  and  German  prifoners  of  war  ;  and  that  pri- 

,Va,  and  “'’warrantable  advantages  are  intended,  by  introducing  for 

?ooeds'afdr  C0VT  rHe  laid  Paffp°rt)  3  c°nfiderable  quantity  of  Britilh 

Resolved,  That  the  affiftant' fecretary  at  war  be  directed  to  caufe 
the  goods  imported  in  the  Ihip  Amazon,  and  not  delivered  to  the 
Bntdh  or  German  prifoners  of  war,  to  be  forthwith  examined  and 
compared  with  the  pallport  under  which  they  have  been  imported,  by 
proper  perfons  ;  and  that  Ins  excellency  the  prefident  and  the  fupreme 
executive  council  of  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  be  requefted  to  nomi- 
nate  one  of  the  laid  perfons. 

Resolved ,  That  the  affiftant  fecretary  at  war  be  diredled  to  report 
o  Cong  refs  the  refult  of  the  faid  enquiry,  together  with  the  number 
ot  the  faid  prifoners,  and  of  the  clothing  and  other  neceffaries  import- 
c  in  the  laid  vedel,  which  have  been  delivered  for  their  ufe. 


SaTurdat,  January  25,  1783. 

The  giand  committee,  conlifling  of  a  member  from  each  date  *  re- 
port,  9 

That  they  have  confidered  the  contents  of  a  memorial  prefen  ted 
by  the  army,  and  find  that  they  comprehend  five  different  articles. 

Id.  Prelent  pay. 

2d.  A  fettlement  of  accounts  of  the  arrearages  of  pay  and  fecuritv 
for  what  is  due.  7 

■Td.  A  commutation  of  the  half-pay  allowed  by  different  refolutions 
of  Congrefs  for  an  equivalent  in  grofs. 

4th.  A  fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  deficiencies  of  rations  and 
eompenfation. 

5th.  A  fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  deficiencies  of  clothing  and 
eompenfation  :”  whereupon,  6 

Resolved ,  As  to  the  fird,  that  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  di¬ 
re  ded  conformable  to  the  meafures  already  taken  for  that  purpofe,  as 
oon  as  the  date  of  public  finances  will  permit,  to  make  fuch  payment 

and  in  fuch  manner  as  he  fliall  think  proper,  until  the  further  order 
of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  With  refped  to  the  2d  article,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the 
fettlement  of  accounts,  that  the  feveral  dates  be  called  upon  to  com¬ 
plete,  without  delay,  the  fettlements  with  their  refpedive  lines  of  the 
army,  up  to  the  fird  day  of  Augud,  1780,  and  that  the  fuperintendant 
finance  be  directed  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  fliall  appear  to  him  mod 
proper  for  effeding  the  fettlement  from  that  period. 

On  a  quedion  to  fubditute  “  the  Id  day  of  Augud,”  for  “  the  old 
clay  of  December,”  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gilman, 
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Ne  w  -  Ha  m pshi re, 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Islandj 
Connecticut , 

New-York, 

New- Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 

» 

Delaware 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

Nortb-Carolina , 

$QUtb-Carolinaf 


Mr.  Gilman , 

no  ) 

■  no 

Mr.  White , 

no  3 

Mr.  Osgood , 

no  ? 

■  no 

Mr.  Gorham , 

no  3 

Mr.  Collins , 

no  ^ 

■  no 

Mr.  Arnold , 

no  3 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 

i 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer , 

j 

Mr.  Floyd , 

ay} 

:  ^ 

Mr.  Hamilton , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

:  «y 

Mr.  Condict , 

«y  j 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

| 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons 3 

| 

1 

Mr.  Wilson , 

^  i 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

1 

Mr.  Peters , 

1 

Mr.  Dickinson , 

Mr.  Wharton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

* 

Mr.  Jones, 

07  i 

Mr.  Madison , 

. 

-Mr.  Blandy 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

fly” 

1 

Mr.  Nash, 

Mr.  Williamson , 

1 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

qy" 

1 

Mr.  Ramsay , 

1 

>»<zy 

Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Gervais, 

) 

So  it  patted  in  the  affirmative. 

As  to  what  relates  to  the  providing  of  fecurity  for  what  fhall  be 
found  due  on  fuch  fettlement : 

Resolved ,  That  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  common  with  all 
the  creditors  of  the  fame,  have  an  undoubted  right  to  expedt  fuch  fe- 
curity  ;  and  that  Gongrefs  will  make  every  effort  in  their  power  to 
obtain  from  the  refpedtive  hates  fubftantial  funds,  adequate  to  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  funding  the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  will  enter  up¬ 
on  an  immediate  and  full  confideration  of  the  nature  of  fuch  funds, 
and  the  moft  likely  mode  of  obtaining  them. 

Ordered ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  five  : 

The  members,  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Fitzfimmons,  Mr.  Gervais,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Wilfon. 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  an  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  means  of  obtaining  from  the  feveral  ftates  fub¬ 
ftantial  funds,  for  funding  the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Mon  DAT ,  January  27,  1783. 

Mr.  Lee,  a  delegate  for  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 


84 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


.  The  delegates  of  Virginia  laid  before  Congrefs  an  ad  of  their  Ie- 
giilature,  repealing  the  ad  entitled  “  an  ad  to  enable  the  Congrefs  of 
the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  certain  goods  and  merchandizes, 
and  alfoon  all  prizes  alfo  iundry  refolutions  of  the  legiilature. 

Congrefs  proceeded  on  the  order  of  the  day,  but  came  to  no  refolu- 
tion  thereon. 

Tuesday,  January  28,  1783. 

The  commander  in  chief  having  in  a  letter  of  the  20th,  informed 
Congrefs  of  the  death  of  major-general  lord  Stirling. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peters,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dickinfon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  fignify  to  the  commander  in  chief,  in 
a  manner  the  mofl  refpedful  to  the  memory  of  the  late  major-general 
the  earl  of  Stirling,  the  fenfe  Congrefs  entertain  of  the  early  and  me¬ 
ritorious  exertions  of  that  general  in  the  common  caufe,  and  of  the 
bravery,  perfeverance  and  military  talents  he  po defied  ;  which  having 
fixed  their  edeem  for  his  charader,  while  living,  induce  a  proportionate 
regret  tor  the  lofs  of  an  officer  who  has  rendered  fuch  condant  and  im¬ 
portant  fervices  to  his  country, 

Congrefs  proceeded  in  the  confideration  of  the  fubjed  under  debate 
yefterday,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  but  came  to  no  refolution 
thereon. 

IVednesda Ty  January  29,  1783. 

Congrefs  proceeded  in  the  confideration  of  the  fubjed  under  debate 
yefterday,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  feconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Resolvedy  That  Congrefs  be  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  confider  of  the  mofl  effedual  means  of  reftoring  and  fupporting  pub¬ 
lic  credit  ;  and  that  the  motion  before  the  houfe  be  referred  to  that 
committee. 

Resolvedy  That  whenever  the  houfe  is  refolved  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  be  eleded  by  ballot. 

The  houfe  was  then  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  for  the 
purpofe  above-mentioned. 

Mr.  Carroll  was  eleded  to  the  chair. 

After  fome  time  the  prefident  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll 
reported,  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  had  taken  into  confidera¬ 
tion  the  fubjed  referred  to  them,  and  made  fome  progrefs,  but  not 
having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  to-morrow. 

Resolvedy  That  to-morrow  morning  Congrefs  be  again  refolved  in¬ 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  mod  effedual 
means  of  reftoring  and  fupporting  public  credit. 

Thursday,  January  30,  1783. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Gorham,  Mr.  Fitz- 
fimmons,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Ramfay,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
memorials  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  of  the  28th  of  Augull  and  12th  of  November  lad,  reported  an 
anfwer,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  memorial  of  the  28  th  of  Augu ft,  dates,  that  their  condiments 
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labour  under  grievances,  becaufe  they  are  not  enabled  to  fettle  their 
accounts  againft  the  United  States,  and  becaufe  they  cannot  obtain 
payment  of  the  debts  due  to  them  by  the  public,  nor  receive  intereft 
on  loan-office  certificates,  dated  fubfequent  to  the  month  of  February, 
1778.  It  ftat.es  further,  that  apprehenfions  had  taken  place,  that  the 
intereft  on  certificates  of  a  prior  date,  would  be  fufpended  ;  that  other 
Hates  made,  and  were  making  provifion  for  afcertaining  and  paying 
fundry  debts  due  to  their  citizens,  and  that  the  lufpenfion  of  debts 
complained  of,  was  a  material  impediment  to  the  collection  of  taxes  ; 
after  which  follows  a  requeft  that  Gongrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  devife 
and  recommend  fuch  general  plan,  as  they  fhall  think  adequate  and  ef¬ 
fectual,  for  fettling  and  afcertaining  the  unliquidated  debts  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  and  for  paying  the  fame,  or  atleaff  fo me  part  thereof,  and  al- 
fo  for  the  regular  and  punctual  payment  of  the  intereft  on  all  the  pub¬ 
lic  debts,  as  well  on  loan  as  otherwife,  until  the  principal  fliall  be  final¬ 
ly  difcharged. 

The  fubfequent  memorial  of  the  12th  of  November,  after  referring 
particularly  to  the  former,  and  ©bferving  that  the  bufinefs  was  yet  un- 
effedted,  declares  the  affembly  to  be  deeply  impreffed  with  the  abfo- 
lute  neceffity,  that  fpeedy  and  effectual  mealures  be  taken  to  afford  re¬ 
lief  to  the  public  creditors,  at  leaf;  fo  far  as  to  liquidate  and  afcertain 
their  refpe&ive  claims,  and  to  fecure  to  them  the  payment  of  the  in¬ 
tereft  due  thereon,  until  the  principal  be  difcharged  ;  and  then  requefts, 
that  Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  give  them  fuch  information  as  will  en¬ 
able  the  houfe  to  judge  what  fteps  it  may  be  proper  to  take,  in  order  to 
afford  that  effectual  relief  to  the  public  creditors  in  Pennfylvania, 
which  they  conceive  it  to  be  their  indifpenfable  duty  to  procure. 

On  thefe  memorials  Congrefs  remark, 

That  the  objedts  to  which  they  relate,  muft  neceffarily  depend  oil 
the  compliances  of  the  feveral  ftates  with  the  requifitions  of  Gongrefs  : 

That  the  intereft  payable  by  bills  of  exchange  on  loan-office  certifi¬ 
cates,  continued  until  an  exprefs  declaration  made  to  Gongrefs,  that 
thofe  who  fhould  draw  bills  for  that  purpole,  muft  provide  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  them  : 

That  Congrefs  are  not  informed  of  any  ftate  which  has  taken  fepa- 
rate  meafures  for  fatisfying  its  own  citizens  who  are  public  creditors  ; 
and  that  there  does  not  appear  a  poffibility  of  making  fuch  a  private 
and  partial  provifion,  becaufe  the  various  certificates  are  principally 
made  payable  to  the  bearer  of  them,  and  have  been  transferred  and 
negociated.  A  provifion  for  them  by  any  ftate,  muft  therefore  exclude 
the  demands  of  many  of  its  own  citizens,  or  admit  the  demands  of  all  : 

That  the  attempts  to  pay  any  of  the  paft  debts,  would  form  fo  hea¬ 
vy  a  deduction  from  the  greateft  revenue  which  can  be  raifed,  as  would 
totally  obftrudl  all  prefent  fervice.  Wherefore,  the  provifion  to  be 
made  at  prefent,  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  intereft  of  the  public 
debts  : 

That  fuch  provifion  would  afford  eventual  relief  to  the  public  cre¬ 
ditors,  and  enable  them  to  fupport  their  fhare  of  the  public  burthens, 
without  appropriating  the  whole  revenue  which  can  be  drawn  from 
the  people,  to  a  payment  of  debts,  and  leaving  thereby  the  public  fer- 
Vol,  VIII.  '  M 
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vice  unprovided  for,  which  would  involve  the  ruin  of  all  ranks,  whe¬ 
ther  creditors  or  others  : 

That  Congrefs  are  and  have  long  been  deeply  imprelfed  with  the 
abfolute  neceffity,  that  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  fhould  be  taken, 
firft,  to  liquidate  and  afeertain  the  public  debts,  and  fecondly,  to  fe- 
cure  the  payment  of  the  intcreft,  until  the  principal  could  be  discharged, 
as  will  appear  from  the  following  fadts  ; 

That  for  the  lirft  of  thefe  elTential  objedls,  Congrefs  had  made  pro- 
vilion  by  their  adts  of  the  20th  and  27th  of  February  laft,  and  have 
reafon  to  believe,  from  the  information  contained  in  a  letter  from 
the  office  of  finance,  dated  the  3d  of  December  following,  and  the  re¬ 
port  of  a  committee  thereon  (both  which  are  annexed)  that  the  plan 
adopted  will  fpeedily  be  in  an  effedlual  train  of  execution  throughout 
the  United  States  : 

That  the  duty  of  five  per  cent,  was  recommended  by  Congrefs  fo 
early  as  the  3d  of  February,  1781;  but  after  a  delay  of  near  two  years, 
Congrefs  have  the  mortification  to  find,  that  one  ftate  entirely  refufes 
its  concurrence,  that  another  has  withdrawn  its  affent  once  given,  and 
that  a  third  has  returned  no  anfwer  : 

That  when  Congrefs  received  the  determination  of  the  ftate  of 
Rhode-Ifiand  on  that  fubjedt,  they  refolved  to  fend  a  folemn  deputa¬ 
tion  to  that  ftate,  to  induce  a  re-confideration  of  the  meafure.  At 
the  moment  when  the  committee  where  about  to  depart,  intelligence 
was  received  that  Virginia  had  repealed  the  act  formerly  palfed  on 
that  recommendation,  which  has  placed  the  bufmefs  on  anew  ground, 
and  compelled  Congrefs  to  take  it  up  in  a  more  extenfive  view. 

The  inability  of  Congrefs  to  perform  the  engagements  taken  with 
the  public  creditors  will  readily  appear,  when  it  is  confidered  how  de¬ 
fective  have  been  the  compliances  of  the  ftates,  in  every  period  of 
the  war. 

Without  recurring  to  details  previous  to  the  year  1782,  it  will  be 
fufficient  to  ftate  the  fttuation  of  the  finances  lor  that  year,  which  is 
as  follows  :  Congrefs,  by  their  refolution  of  the  30th  of  Odtober, 

1781,  demanded  8,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing 
year.  Without  noticing  the  lefier  negledts  of  their  requifition,  the 
annexed  accountwill  (hew,  that  only  420,03 1-|£  have  been  received. 

The  precife  ftate  of  monies  in  Europe  cannot  be  afeertained,  until 
the  final  fettlement  of  the  accounts  there  ;  becaufe  the  bills  drawn  oil 
Spain  and  Holland,  having  been  finally  paid,  and  made  payable  in 
France,  the  fum  in  livres  of  thofe  which  remained  due  at  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1781,  and  which  Lad  been  drawn  in  guilders  and  dollars,  muft 
depend  on  the  different  exchanges  between  Amfterdam,  Madrid  and 
Paris.  But,  according  to  the  beft  accounts  which  can  be  obtained, 
the  anticipations  made  in  the  funds  for  the  year  1782,  amounted  at 
the  clofe  of  1781,  to  4,000,000  of  livres.  For  the  fcrvice  of  that 
year,  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  lent  the  United  States  6,000,000  livres. 
In  addition  thereto,  Mr.  Adams  opened  a  loan  in  Flolland,  for 
10,000,000  of  livres,  but,  by  the  laft  accounts  from  him,  he  had  ob¬ 
tained  only  3.000,000  ;  fo  that  the  whole  fum  borrowed  for  the  year 

1782,  being  9,000,000,  there  remained,  after  deducing  the  anticipa- 
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tions,  only  5,000,000,  which,  according  to  the  courfe  of  exchangt 
which  has  prevailed,  will  amount  to  833,333|£  dollars. 

By  the  annexed  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
year  1781,  it  appears,  that  there  were  in  the  treafury,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year  1782,  292,453|f  dollars  ;  fo-that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  fums,  which  Congrefs  have  had  to  carry  on  the  public 
bufinefs  for  the  year  1782,  is  no  more  than  1,545,8 18|§-  dollars. 

From  the  annexed  eftimates  it  will  appear,  that  the  pay  of  the 
American  army,  according  to  the  prefent  reduced  eftablilhment, 
amounts  to  o,038,795’^ths* 

That  the  clothing  amounts  to  1,165,263 

That  the  rations,  befides  thofe  iffuable  to 

prifoners,  amount  to 

5,71 3,6 10|§ths. 

So  that  the  three  branches  of  feeding,  clothing,  and  paying  the  army 
on  its  prefent  eftablilhment,  would  amount  to  5,7 1 3,6 10|~|ths,  with¬ 
out  entering  into  the  other  branches  of  fervice,  or  confidering  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  tents,  firing,  camp-utenfils,  horfes,  carriages,  forage,  military- 
flores,  hofpital,  and  the  like. 

The  incompetency  of  the  revenue  will  appear  from  a  comparifon  of 
it  with  the  fums  neceffary  for  feeding  and  clothing  the  army,  which 
fervices  alone  amount  to  above  2,500,000  dollars.  And  what  muff 
place  the  matter  in  a  ftill  more  ftriking  point  of  view,  is,  that  the  whole 
fum,  which  Congrefs  could  command,  was  not  fufficient  to  pay  the  in- 
tereftthen  due  on  the  public  debts.  Every  circumftance  therefore,  which 
has  hitherto  retarded  the  meafures  which  Congrefs  have  adopted  for 
making  provifion  for  the  public  debts,  has  increafed  the  neceflity  of 
making  fuch  a  provifion.  And  therefore,  notwithftanding  the  difeou- 
raging  obftacles  they  have  hitherto  encountered,  they  conceive  it  a  duty 
to  themfelves,  and  to  their  conftituents,  to  perfevere  in  their  inten¬ 
tions,  and  to  renew  and  extend  their  endeavours  to  procure  the  eftab- 
lilhment  of  revenues  equal  to  the  purpofe  of  funding  all  the  debts  of 
the  United  States.  And  they  think  it  proper  to  inform  the  alTembly  of 
Pennfylvania,  that  this  fubjeCt  is  now  before  them,  under  folemn  deli¬ 
beration,  and  that  the  ready  and  early  compliance  of  the  legiflature 
of  Pennfylvania,  with  the  recommendation  of  the  3d  of  February, 
1781,  allures  Congrefs  of  the  vigorous  fupport  of  that  ftate. 

Among  the  fteps  taken  by  Congrefs  to  fecurc  the  debts  incurred 
for  the  common  defence,  they  muft  not  omit  to  mention  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  6th  of  September,  1780,  for  a  cefiion  of  part  of  the 
weftern  territory,  claimed  by  particular  dates.  In  confequence  thereof 
New-York  has  made  a  ceftion  accepted  by  Congrefs,  the  nature  of 
which  will  appear  by  the  a£t  herewith  communicated. 

Virginia  and  Connecticut  have  alfo  made  ceflions,  the  acceptance  of 
which  have  been  hitherto  delayed  by  peculiar  circumftances.  Other 
dates  claiming  weftern  territory,  have  not  yet  complied  with  the  re¬ 
commendation.  Congrefs  cannot  help  calling  the  ferious  attention  of 
the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  to  that  fubjeCt,  which  they  conlider 
as  of  importance,  not  only  as  it  may  effect  the  public  credit,  but  as  it 
will  contribute  to  give  general  fatisfa&ion  to  the  members  of  the  union* 
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They  intend  alfo  to  renew  their  infiances  with  the  other  Hates,  on  the 

fame  occafion,  - — 

F rid  at ,  January  31,  1783. 

A  grand  committee,  confiding  of  a  member  from  each  (late,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  report  of  a  committee  on  the  mode  of  edimatingthe 
value  of  lands  in  the  United  States,  with  the  buildings  and  improve¬ 
ments  thereon,  for  the  pyrpofe  mentioned  in  the  articles  of  confedera¬ 
tion  ;  brought  in  a  report,  and  the  fame  being  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Congrels  was  then  refolvedinto  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported, 
that  the  committee  of  the  whole  have  had  under  their  farther  confide- 
ration  the  fubje&s  referred  to  them,  and  have  made  fome  progrefs,  but 
not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  on  Monday. 

Ordered ,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Tuesday,  February  4,  1783. 

Mr.  Samuel  Holten,  a  delegate  for  the  date  of  Maffachufetts,  at¬ 
tended,  and  produced  his  credentials,  by  which  it  appears,  that  on  the 
4th  of  Odtober,  1782,  he  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  reprefent  that 
commonwealth  until  the  5th  day  of  November,  1783. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fome 
time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that 
the  committee  had  confidered  farther  the  fubjects  referred  to  them, 
and  def.re  leave  to  ft  again  : 

Ordered ,  That  leave  bs  granted. 

Wednesday ,  February  5,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Izard, 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  a  rule  of  this  houfe,  that  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  the  vote  on  every  quedion  which  fiiall  come  before  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  diall  be  taken  by  dates. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported, 
that  the  committee  had  taken  under  their  further  condderation  the 
feveral  matters  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions 
which  he  was  ordered  to  report  ;  but  that  the  committee,  not  having 
come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave,  to  fit  again  : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  lit  again. 

The  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  being 
received  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  taken  into  condderation  to-morrow. 

Thursday ,  February  6,  1783. 

Mr.  John  Francis  Mercer,  a  delegate  for  the  commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  attended,  and  produced  his  credentials,  by  which  it  appears, 
that  on  the  18th  of  December,  1782,  he  was  elected  in  the  room  of 
Edmund  Randolph,  Efq;  refigned,  to  reprefent  that  date  until  the  firft 
Monday  in  November  next. 

According  to  order,  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
taken  into  condderation,  and  a  propodtion  reported  from  the  com¬ 
mittee,  being  amended  to  read  as  follows : 
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«  Whereas  by  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  it 
is  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affemblea, 
{hall  have  authority  to  afcertain  the  neccffary  films  ol  money  to  be 
raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appropriate  and  ap¬ 
ply  the  fame  for  defraying  the  public  expenles  ;  that  all  charges  ot 
war  and  all  other  expenles  that  fhall  be  incurred  for  the  common  de¬ 
fence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congreis 
alfembled,  fhall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which  fhall  be 
fupplied  by  the  feveral  Rates,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  land 
within  each  Rate,  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  as  fuch  land, 
and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon,  fhall  be  eRimated  ac¬ 
cording  to  fuch  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alfembled 
fhall,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  apppoint  ;  and  that  the  taxes  for 
paying  that  proportion,  fliall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and 
diredion  of  the  legiflature  of  the  feveral  Rates,  within  the  time  agreed 
on  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alfembled. 

In  order  that  the  treafury  of  the  United  States  may  be  fupplied  in 
the  manner  above-mentioned,  lor  defraying  all  the  charges  of  war  and 
other  expenfes  which  have  been  or  fhall  be  incurred  foi  the  common 
defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  Congreis,  and  that  each 
Rate  may  have  due  credit,  according  to  the  principle  afore faid,  for  the 
fums  of  money  which  it  has  furnifhed  on  the  requisitions  of  Congreis, 
or  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  Rates  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  required  to  pais  laws,  with  inch  claufes  and  proviRons  as 
may  be  neccffary  and  effedual,  for  forming  or  dividing  their  refpedive 
Rates  into  fuch  diRrids  as  they  may  judge  moR  convenient  and  pio- 
per,  to  procure  an  accurate  eRimate  ol  the  value  ot  all  lands  in  lucli 
Rate,  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  and  of  the  buildings  and 
improvements  thereon,  appointing  commiflioners,  principal  freeholders, 
refident  in  the  diRrid,  where  the  land  to  be  valued  lies,  to  obtain  fuch 
valuation  ;  and  direding  that  the  faid  commiflioners  take  an  oath  or 
affirmation,  faithfully  to  execute  the  duties  enjoined  on  them,  that  in 
eafh  diRrid,  they  return  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  Rate,  a  lift 
or  fchedule  of  the  names  of  the  refpedive  owners  of  all  the  land  in 
fuch  diRrid,  which  at  the  time  of  taking  fuch  liR  fliall  have  been 
granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  together  with  an  account  of  the 
quantity  of  fuch  land,  and  of  the  value  in  fpecie  dollars  of  the  fame, 
and  of  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  ;  and  that  the  execu¬ 
tive  authority  of  the  Rate  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  on  or  before  the  firft 
day  of  January  next,  returns  of  the  quantity  of  land  in  each  diRrid, 
and  of  the  value  of  the  faid  land,  and  of  the  buildings  and  improve¬ 
ments  thereon,  together  with  copies  of  the  laws  palled  by  the  legisla¬ 
ture  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  in  order  that  Congrefs  may  examine  fuch 
eflimates,  and  if  they  fliall  be  approved  of  by  them,  that  they  may 
proceed  to  make  fuch  requifitions  upon  the  refpedive  Rates,  as  fliall  be 
agreeable  to  the  articles  of  confederation.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Fitzfim- 
mons,  to  poRpone  the  refolution  before  the  houfe,  and  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  following  motion  : 

Whereas  the  carrying  into  execution  the  8th  article  of  the  confe- 
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deration,  relative  to  a  valuation  of  land,  for  afeertaining  the  quotas 
of  each  (late  towards  the  general  expenfe,  in  a  manner  confident  with 
juftice  to  all  the  members  of  the  union,  and  with  fuch  accuracy  as  the 
importance  of  the  fubjed  demands,  will  necelfarily  be  attended  with 
very  confiderable  expenfe,  to  which  the  prefent  If  ate  of  the  public  finan¬ 
ces  is  inadequate  :  and  whereas  in  a  matter  fo  fundamental  in  the  con¬ 
federation,  it  is  effential  to  the  harmony  and  welfare  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  faid  article  fliould  be  carried  into  effect  with  great 
care,  circumfpedion  and  impartiality,  and  a  fhort  delay  will  be  much 
lels  pernicious  than  a  defective  execution  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  are  under  a  neceflity  of  deferring  the  at¬ 
tempt,  to  a  period  when  the  fituation  of  the  finances  of  the  United 
States  will  admit  of  the  neceffary  expenfe  for  effeding  the  objed  with  as 
much  precifion  and  equity  as  poflible  ;  and  that  they  will  then  proceed 
to  fuch  valuation,  by  commiffioners  appointed  by  them  and  ading  under 
their  authority,  upon  principles  uniform  throughout  the  United  States  : 
that  when  this  valuation  is  complete,  Congrefs  will  finally  adjuft  the 
accounts  of  the  United  States  with  the  {fates  feparately,  agreeable  to 
that  ftandard,  making  equitable  abatements  to  fuch  {fates  as  have  been 
more  immediate  fufferers  by  the  war ;  and  in  the  mean  time  will  ad¬ 
here,  in  the  temporary  adjuffment  of  thofe  accounts,  to  the  proportions 
effablifhed,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  leveral  requifitions  of  Congrefs  ; 
that,  for  the  information  of  Congrefs,  in  forming  an  eventual  plan, 
thofe  {fates  which  have  already  made  valuations  of  their  lands  reflec¬ 
tively,  be  requefted  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  the  amount  of  fuch  valu¬ 
ations,  with  an  explanatiqn  of  the  principles  on  which  they  have  been 
made.” 

A  divifion  was  called  for,  and  on  the  general  queffion  to  poffpone 
the  confideration  of  the  refolution  before  the  houfe,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 

Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Collinsy 
Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Ham  i  It  oily 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Elmer , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmonsy 
Mr.  Wilsorty 
Mr.  Montgomery , 

Mr.  Car  roily 
Mr.  Joncsy 
Mr.  Madi soiiy 
Mr.  Blandy 
Mr.  Mercery 


New-Hampshirey 

Massachusettsy 


Rhode-Islandy 
Connect  ienty 

Ncw-Torky 

Neiv-Jerseyy 


Fennsylvanidy 


Mary  l  and  y 

Virginidy 
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Nortb-Carolina, 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge , 
Mr.  Ramsay, 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais , 


no 


no 


)>no 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Gervais, 

New-Hampshire ,  Mr. 


Massachusetts 9 

Connecticut , 
New -Tor  k, 
New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North-Carolina , 
South -Carolina, 


Gilman, 

Mr.  White, 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Gorham, 

Mr.  Wolcott, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais, 


divided • 


no 


no 


* divided . 


ay 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


Friday,  February  7,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Peters, 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  which  was  under  debate  yefterdav,  and  on  which  a  queftion 
was  taken  and  loft,  be  re-confidered  and  re-committed. 

Gongrefs  was  then  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  af¬ 
ter  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  committee  have  taken  into  confideration  the  fuhjedt 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  defire  leave  to 
lit  again  : 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Saturday ,  February  8,  1783. 

Gongrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fome 
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time  the  prefident  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  farther  confidered  the  fubjedl  referred  to  them, 
and  made  fome  progrefs,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire 
leave  to  fit  again  : 

Ordered ,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Mon  DAT ,  February  10,  1783. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Fitzfimmons,  Mr.  Ellfworth, 
Mr.  Gervais,  Mr.  Gorham  and  Mr,  Hamilton,  to  whom  were  referred 
relolutions  ol  the  general  affembly  ot  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
dated  the  28th  day  of  December,  1782,  refpeding  the  fhipment  of  a 
quantity  of  tobacco,  under  palfports  granted  by  the  fecretary  of  Con- 
grefs  ;  report, 

“That  having  made  the  neceffary  enquiries,  they  find  that  Con- 
grefs,  by  their  act  ot  the  11th  ot  February,  1782,  empowered  their 
fecretary  to  grant  letters  ot  paffport  and  fate  conduct  for  the  exporta¬ 
tion  ot  tobacco  to  New-York,  on  the  conditions  and  under  the  limita¬ 
tions  which,  to  the  faid  fecretary  and  to  the  fuperintendant  of  the 
finances  ot  the  United  States,  fhould  appear  mod  proper  and  beneficial 
to  the  faid  dates,  being  confident  with  the  capitulation  of  York  ;  and 
provided  that  permidions  were  not  given  for  the  exportation  of  tobac¬ 
co  beyond  the  produce  of  the  fales  of  the  goods  under  the  faid  capi¬ 
tulation  :  that  in  purl'll ance  of  this  ad,  the  fuperintendant  of  finance 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  a  certain  George  Eddy,  agent  for  the 
merchants,  capitulants  aforefaid,  in  the  fird  indance,  for  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  685  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  for  the  produce  of  fales  of  goods, 
amounting  to  24,000  dollars,  under  conditions  highly  advantageous 
to  the  United  States  :  that  a  fecond  agreement  was  made  between 
the  faid  fuperintendant  of  finance  and  the  aforefaid  George  Eddy,  for 
tobacco,  to  the  amount  of  20,000  dollars,  under  terms  fubdantially 
the  fame  as  the  former,  except  that  the  fuperintendant  declined  taking 
any  direction  of  purchafe  of  the  latter,  for  reafons  adigned  to  this 
committee  :  that  in  confequence  of  thefe  agreements,  the  fecretary  of 
Congrefs  forwarded  to  Mr.  Daniel  Clark,  the  agent  appointed  by  the 
fuperintendant,  palfports  for  the  cargoes  of  two  lhips,  called  the  Fame 
and  New-York,  with  directions  to  fill  up  the  exa£t  quantity  of  tobacco 
fiiipped  in  each,  and  to  procure  documents  to  fiiew  that  the  quantity 
flipped  did  not  amount  to  more  than  the  fums  Hated  to  have  arifen 
irom  laics  ot  goods  under  the  aforefaid  capitulation,  which  amounted 
to  44,037-^-  dollars  :  that  it  appears  by  the  relolutions  of  the  general 
affembly  ot  Virginia,  that  the  whole  quantity  of  tobacco  flipped  un¬ 
der  thole  palfports,  amounted  to  905  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  weighing 
989,588  pounds,  and  that  taking  the  aforefaid  fum  of  44, 037-i  dollars, 
it  appears  there  is  not  fo  much  tobacco  flipped  as  the  fales  would 
warrant,  the  average  value  for  each  hogfiead  amounting  to  48||  dol¬ 
lars.  Upon  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs,  therefore,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  conduct  of  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  and  of 
the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  was  in  all  refpedls  conformable  to  the  re- 
folution  of  this  lioufe,  under  which  they  acted.” 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

On  the  report  of  the  fame  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  refo- 
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lution  of  the  general  aflembly  aforefaid,  refpe&ing  inftrudtions  to  the 
commiffioner  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  that  hate  with  the 
United  States  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  directed  to  mftruct 
the  commiffioner  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  Hate  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  with  the  United  States,  to  receive  fuch  proofs  as  fhall  be  exhi¬ 
bited  to  him  inftead  of  the  vouchers  which  have  been  loft  or  deflroyed 
in  confequence  of  the  invafion  of  the  faid  ftate  ;  and  that  he  lliall  tranf- 
mit  to  the  fuperintendant  a  fpecial  report  upon  all  fuch  charges,  which 
report  fhall  be  fubmitted  to  Congrefs  to  be  finally  decided  on. 

Congrefs  was  then  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  committee  have  further  confidered  the  fubjed  refer¬ 
red  to  them,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  or¬ 
dered  to  report,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  they  defire  leave 
to  fit  again  : 

Ordered ,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Tuesdat ,  February  11,  1783. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  fundry  amendments  and  additions  being  made  thereto  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Gorham  and  Mr.  Gilman. 


Wednesday  February  12,  1783. 


Congrefs  took  into  confideration,  a  proportion  reported  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  in  the  words  following  :  “  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  Congrefs  that  the  eftablifhment  of  permanent  and  adequate  funds  on 
taxes  or  duties,  which  fhall  operate  generally,  and  on  the  whole  in 
juft  proportion  throughout  the  United  States,  are  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary  tow-ards  doing  complete  juftice  to  the  public  creditors,  for  re- 
ftoring  public  credit  and  for  providing  for  the  future  exigencies  of  the 
war.”  i 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  propofition,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Wilfon, 


New- Ha  mpsh  i  re, 

Mr.  Gilman , 
Mr.  White , 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Gorham , 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Collins , 
Mr.  Arnold , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Wolcott , 
Mr.  Dyery 

New-Tork , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 

New -Jersey , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Elmer , 

Mr.  Condicty 

,•  VIII* 

N 

ayl 

ay? 

ay\ 

ay  S 
ay? 
no  5 

ay\ 
oy  S 

ay? 

<y $ 

ayl 
ay  V- 

«yj 


ay 

ay 

divided . 

ay 

ay 

ay 


\ 
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Pennsylvania 


Mr.  Mijjliny 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery  y 
Mr.  Peters^ 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Jonesy 
Mr.  Madisoriy 
Mr.  Leey 
Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Hawk  insy 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge y 
Mr.  Ramsajy 
Mr.  Izardy 
Mr.  Gervais , 


I 


M aryl  and  y 
VirginiUy 


qy 
qy _ 


ayT 


°^o  > divided < 


Soutb^Carolina 


North -Car  olindy 


ay") 


no  J 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congrefs  was  then  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  con- 
fider  farther  the  means  of  redoring  and  fupporting  public  credit,  and 
of  obtaining  from  the  hates  fubdantial  funds  for  funding  the  whole 
debt  ol  the  United  States,  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that  the  committee  have  conhder- 
ed  the  fubje&s  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion, 
defire  leave  to  fit  again  to-morrow  : 

Orderedy  That  leave  be  granted. 


FniDATy  February  14,  1783 


1  he  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  with  the  amendments  and  additions,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confederation,  and  the  following  paragraph  being 
under  debate,  viz.  a  That  the  legiflature  of  each  date  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  alfo  required  to  caufe  the  laid  account  to  be  tranfmitted  and 
delivered  to  Congrefs,  on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  January  next,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  name  of  fuch  perfon  as  the  faid  legidature  ffiall  choofe 
to  be  a  commiffioner  for  eftimating  the  value  of  all  the  lands  in  each 
of  the  United  States,  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  every  perfon,  and  of 
the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gervais,  to  pod- 
pone  the  propofition  under  debate,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following 
propofition,  to  wit : 

“  I  hat  the  fevcral  dates  in  the  union  be  defired  to  make  returns  to 
Congrefs,  on  or  before  the  fird  day  of  January,  1784,  of  the  value  of 
all  lands  within  their  relpedlive  jurifdiddions,  and  of  the  buildings  and 
improvements  on  fuch  lands,  agreeable  to  the  8th  article  of  the  confe¬ 
deration,  the  valuation  to  be  made  by  commiffioners  appointed  by 
the  fevcral  dates,  and  adling  on  oath  ;  and  if  either  Congrefs  or  any 
Rate  in  which  the  valuation  was  made,  (hall  be  didatisfied  with  it,  the 
return  ffiall  undergo  a  revifion  by  a  court  of  commiffioners,  chofen  and 
condituted  as  nearly  as  the  cale  will  admit,  according  to  the  9th  arti¬ 
cle  of  the  confederation,  and  the  fentence  of  fuch  commiffioners  ffiall 
be  final*” 
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A  divifion  of  the  queftion  was  called,  fo  that  the  firft  queftion  may 
be  for  poftponing  generally  :  on  this  a  qneftion  of  order  was  moved  in 
the  words  following  : 

When  a  motion  is  made  by  a  member  to  poftpone  a  propofition  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  in  order  to  take  up  another  which  he  reads  in  his  place, 
is  it  in  order  to  call  for  a  divifion  of  fuch  motion  ?” 

On  this  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gilman, 


New-Ham pshi  re , 

Mr.  G  liman  y 

Mr.  White , 

ay] 

710  { 

^  divided . 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Holteriy 

no  ( 

^  7Z0 

Mr.  Gorhamy 

no  \ 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Collins , 

no  \ 

►  720 

Mr.  A  moldy 

710  < 

Connecticuty 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyery 

ay\ 
no  < 

►  divided . 

New-Yorky 

Mr.  Flcydy 

Mr.  Hamiltony 

no  j 
ay\ 

^  divided • 

New-Jerscyy 

Mr.  Boudinoty 

ay" 

! 

Mr.  Elmery 

ay 

kqy 

Mr,  Condicty 

no  ^ 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin y 

no". 

1 

Mr.  Fitzsimmonsy 

no 

J-  no 

M aryl  and , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

no  j 

1 

Mr.  Car  roily 

! 

r>  * 

1 

Virginiay 

Mr.  Jonesy 

jzcfl 

Mr.  Madisony 

ay 

Mr.  Blandy 

no 

Mr.  Lee , 

no 

r 

Mr.  Mercery 

noj 

North-Carolinay 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

ay} 
no  5 

^  divided . 

Mr.  Williamsony 

South-Carolinay 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

wrT] 

| 

Mr.  Ramsayy 

wo  j 

Mr.  Izardy 

no  I 

Mr.  Gervaisy 

no  J 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  Mr.  Lee's  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Lee,  ; 


New -Hampshire 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticuty 
New-Yorky 
New-Jerseyy 


Mr.  Gilman , 
Mr.  White , 
Mr.  Holteriy 
Mr.  Gorham , 
Mr.  Collinsy 
Mr.  Arnold , 
Mr.  Wolcott , 
Mr.  Dyer , 
Mr.  Floyd , 
Mr.  Hamilton 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Elmer , 
Mr.  Condi cty 
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Pennsylvania, 


Maryland^ 
Virginia , 


Mo  rth-Carolina, 
South-Car  olina^ 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Mifflin, 
Fitzsimmons , 
Wilson , 
Montgomery, 
Carroll, 
Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 

Lee, 

Mercer, 
Hawkins , 
Willi  am  son, 
Rutledge, 
Ramsay , 
Izard, 
Gervais, 


So  it  parted  in  the  negative. 

Monday,  February  1 7,  1 783. 

Congrefs  returned  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  houfe  conlequent  thereto  ;  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  para¬ 
graphs  to  read  as  follows  : 

\\  hereas  by  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  it 
is  agi  eed  and  declared  that  all  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expenfes 
for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  allowed  by  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  (hall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  trea- 
fury,  which  fhall  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  dates  in  proportion  to  the 
value  of  all  land  within  each  date,  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  per- 
fon,  as  fuch  land  and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon,  fhall  be 
edimated  according  to  fuch  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  appoint  : 

Resolved,  That  the  legidature  of  each  date  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
required  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  be  mod  effedual  for  obtaining 
a  jud  and  accurate  account  of  the  quantity  of  land  in  fuch  date,  grant¬ 
ed  to  or-  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  the  number  of  buildings  thereon, 
didinguifhing  dwelling  houfes  from  other  buildings,  and  the  number 
of  its  inhabitants,  didinguifhing  white  from  black  :  that  the  legidature 
of  each  date  be,  and  they  are  hereby  alfo  required  to  caufe  the  faid 
account  to  be  tranfmitted  and  delivered  to  Congrefs  on  or  before  the 
Id  day  of  January  next,  together  with  the  name  of  fuch  perfon  as  the 
faid  legidature  fhall  choofe  to  be  a  commiflioner  for  edimating  the  va¬ 
lue  of  all  the  lands  in  each  of  the  United  States,  granted  to  or  furvey¬ 
ed  for  any  perfon,  and  of  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  : 
that  Congrefs  will,  on  the  2d  day  of  January  next,  nominate  by  bal¬ 
lot,  a  commiflioner  for  every  date  which  fhall  fail  to  nominate  one,  or 
whofe  commiflioner  fhall  not  attend  Congrefs  on  the  faid  Id  day  of 
January  :  that  a  commidion  diall  thereupon  be  iffued  by  Congrefs  to 
the  perfons  fo  nominated,  authorizing  and  empowering  them,  or  any 
nine  of  them,  concurring  in  opinion,  to  make  a  jud  and  true  edimate 
of  the  value  of  all  the  lands  in  each  of  the  Vnited  States,  granted  to 
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or  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  and  of  the  buildings  and 
thereon  •  and  to  return  fucli  eflimate  to  Congrefs,  to  b„  lubject  to 
their  examination  and  approbation  :  that  the  laid  eftimate,  w  e.n  ap¬ 
proved  by  Congrefs,  (hall  be  a  rule  for  adjuHing  all  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  individual  Hates;  that  is,  that  each  flat 
{hall  be  debited  for  its  juft  quota  or  proportion,  on  the  principle  a  oie- 
faid,  of  the  money  theretofore  advanced  or  paid,  and  ot  the  arnoun 
value  of  the  fupplies  furnilhed  by  all  the  Hates  for  the  fervice  ot  the 
United  States,  and  credited  for  the  money  advanced,  and  the  amount 
in  value  of  the  fupplies  furnilhed  by  fuch  Hate  tor  the  ferv.ee  oi  the 
United  States  :  that  the  faid  eflimate  fhall  operate  for  a  term  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  five  years,  as  a  rule  for  apportioning  on  the  feveral  Hates  the 
fums  which  Congrefs  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  deem  neceffary  and  k  - 
quifite  to  be  railed  for  fupporting  the  public  credit  and  contingent  ex- 
penfes  ;  and  that  the  money  which  lhall  be  paid,  Irom  time  to  tune, 
by  any  Hate  into  the  continental  treafury,  on  account  ol  luch  quota 
or  apportionment,  be  duly  paffedto  the  credit  of  fuch  Hate,  on  the  laid 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 


by  Mr.  Bland, 

New- Hampshire, 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-Tork , 

New-Jersey ;, 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Molten, 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Elmer , 

Mr.  Condi ct, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 
Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 


ay 

ay 

divided. 

divided. 


no 


n  *> 


ay 

* 

ay 


North-Car  olina, 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr.  Mercer , 
Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais , 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Dyer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
in  the  words  following  : 
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IJnitprl  n  r  n*  0  welfai e,  allowed  bv  the 

united  states  in  Goncfrcfs  uflemhled  (Tiiii  i  _  i  r  i  '  ~ 

■>»»  whic,  Li,  b;  r;S  °f  * 

for  peri'on,  „  f„tb  U„d  . d  ll  “  ”  ‘"X 

oo,  a. all  he  eftimated  accordihg  („d  *  iT  iT  ,"?e‘ 

black.  That  the  lee,/l„„„  „(  e«h C’be , f '7 

o  required  cut.  ,ht  Paid  aeeotm,  ,„  be  .bbfaijj  and  deliveid 
to  Congreis,  on  or  before  the  fird  day  of  March,  1/84,  and  that  Ton 
grels  will,  „n  the  fecond  day  of  March,  1784,  or  at  their  next  fiS 
t.ieieafter,  appoint  a  grand  committee,  confiding  of  a  member  prefen? 
fiom  each  date,  to  take  into  their  confutation  the  faid  returns  an  ' 
nine  of  whom  concurring  fl, all  make  a  jud  and  true  edimate  of  he  v7 
!ue  o  all  the  lands  in  each  of  the  United  States,  granted  to  or  fur' 
"eyed  for  any  perfon,  and  of  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon' 
and  fhal  report  inch  edimate  to  Congreis,  to  be  fubjeft  only  t0S 
approbation  or  rejedion.  That  the  laid  Edimate,  when  approved  bv 
Congreis,  ft  all  be  a  rule  for  adjuding  all  accounts  between^he  Uni^ 
ted  States,  and  the  individual  dates,  that  is,  each  date  fhall  be  debi' 
ted  for  its  jud  quota  or  proportion,  on  the  principle  aforefaid  of  the 
money  theretofore  advanced  or  paid,  and  of  theUount  in  value  of 
the  fuppl.es  turn, died  by  all  the  dates  for  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  and  credited  for  the  money  advanced  and  the  amount  in  value 
of  the  fuppl.es  fumidied  by  fucii  date,  for  the  fervice  of  the  United 

five  years  a^aruleV  flla,1*Pe™te  for  a  term,  not  exceeding 

.  >cais>  as  a  rulf  f°r  apportioning  oil  the  feveral  dates  the  fums 
which  Congrefs  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  deem  necetlary,  and  require 
to  be  tailed  for  lupporting  the  public  credit  and  contingent  expenfes 
and  that  the  money  which  fliall  be  paid,  from  time  to® time,  by  any 
date  into  the  continental  treafury,  on  account  of  fuch  quota  or  a/ 

fa°id  account’’”1311  ^  dU'y  ^  l°  the  Credit  °f  fllch  ftate  on  the 

t0  thC  faid  m0tbn’  thc  >*«  "ays  be- 

Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White, 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Gorhamy 
Mr.  Colli  ns, 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Wolcott  y 

Mr.  Djer,  ™  l  aJ 


New -Hampshire , 
AlassacbusettSy 
Rbode-Island, 
Connecticuty 


\ 
• \ 
i 

iv  5 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 
a  v 


ay 

qy 


ay 
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Nevj-Torky 

New-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania , 


Maryland , 
Virginia , 


Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr,  Elmer , 

Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
M  r  •  ilL an  £ga  m  cry,* 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Carr  oily 
Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madisony 
Mr.  Blandy 
Mr.  Yea, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  RutledgCy 
Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Gervciisy 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


North -Carolinay 
Soutb-Carolinay 


no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


Tuesday  February  18,  1783. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider 
farther  the  means  of  redoring  and  fupporting  public  credit,  and  of 
obtaining  from  the  dates  fubdantial  funds  for  funding  the  whole  debt 
of  the  United  States,  and  after  fome  time  the  president  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that  the  committee  have  taken  into 
their  further  confederation  the  fubjed  referred  to  them,  and  have  come 
to  fundry  refolutions  which  he  was  direded  to  report,  but  that  not 
having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hamilton  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fuperintendant  ol  finance  lay  before  Congrefs 
an  edimate  of  the  principle  of  the  public  debt  to  the  firft  day  of 
January,  1783,  fpecifying  the  foreign  debt,  the  pay  due  to  the  army, 
the  debt  due  on  loan-office  certificates,  the  debt  due  on  liquidated  ac¬ 
counts  for  which  certificates  are  iffiued,  and  alio  the  fuppofed  amount 
of  the  unliquidated  debt. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  from  Connedicut,  in  purfuance  of  an 
inftrudion  from  the  legiilature  of  their  date  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  the  finances,  agent  of  marine, 
the  fecretary  at  war,  and  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  as  it  fhall 
relate  to  their  refpedive  offices,  lay  before  Congrefs  an  account  of 
the  names  and  titles  of  all  officers  and  others  employed  in  the  civil 
lid  department,  and  in  the  civil  and  military  daff;  and  alfo,  of  all 
miniders  however  denominated,  which  are  employed  abroad,  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  fpecifying  in  what  date  or  king¬ 
dom  fuch  officers  refide,  and  alfo,  what  pay  or  falary  is  annexed  to 
each  of  their  lefpedive  offices,  and  likewife  an  account  of  all  grants 
of  halt-pay  and  of  any  gratuity  or  fum  of  money  or  allowance  for  ex- 
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penfes,  or  for  any  other  matter  to  any  officers  or  others,  for  pad  fer- 
vices,  which  are  not  included  in  their  pay  eftablifhment. 

- — ’■bbCSE®  -,\ir  4SSM5BO- - 

Thursday  February  20,  1783. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  ;  and  having  fpent  fome  time  thereon, 

The  houfe  was  again  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
con  fide  r  farther  the  means  of  reftoring  and  fupporting  public  credit 
and  of  obtaining  from  the  Bates  fubBantial  funds  for  funding  the 
whole  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  after  fome  time  the  president 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that  the  committee  have 
conlidered  farther  the  fubjedt  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come 
to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Ordered ,  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  afliftant  fecretary  at  war  having  reported  to  Congrefs  the  re¬ 
sult  of  his  enquiry,  relpe&ing  the  goods  imported  in  the  (hip  Amazon, 
for  the  ufe  of  Britiffiand  German  prifoners  of  war,  accompanied  with 
a  report  of  the  commiffioners  appointed  purfuant  to  the  refolutions  of 
the  24th  of  January  laft  : 

Resolved ,  That  it  does  not  appear  to  Congrefs  that  any  abufe  has 
been  made  of  the  paffport  granted  by  the  commander  in  chief,  for  the 
protection  of  clothing  and  other  neceflaries  fent  from  New-York  in 
the  fliip  Amazon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Britifh  and  German  prifoners  of 
war. 

Resolved ,  That  the  goods  imported  in  the  faid  fliip  Amazon,  and 
contained  in  the  returns  laid  before  Congrefs  by  the  afliftant  fecreta¬ 
ry  at  war,  are  fully  covered  and  protected  by  the  faid  paffport,  and 
ought  to  be  fent  with  all  expedition,  and  without  any  let  or  hindrance, 
to  the  prifoners  for  whofe  ufe  they  were  defigned. 

Fr  ida  February  21,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Resolved ,  That  it  lie  recommended  to  the  ftates  of  Delaware,  Ma¬ 
ryland  and  Georgia,  to  fend  delegates  immediately  to  Congrefs,  and 
to  each  Bate  in  the  union,  to  keep  up  a  conftant  reprefentation. 

On  a  report  from  the  war-office,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Gilman  refer¬ 
red,  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  fundry  officers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
taken  from  the  line  to  ad  in  the  departments  of  the  general  BafF,  and 
are  entitled  to  additional  pay  in  confequence  thereof : 

Resolved ,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  feveral 
Bates,  to  whom  fuel)  officers  refpedively  belong,  to  adjuB  and  difeharge, 
on  account  of  the  United  States,  the  deficiencies  on  the  additional  pay, 
to  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  to  the  fame  time  they  fettle  their  accounts  as  officers  in 
the  line. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider 
further  the  means  of  reBoring  and  fupporting  public  credit,  and  of  ob¬ 
taining  from  the  Bates  fubBantial  funds  for  funding  the  whole  debt  of 
the  United  States,  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that  the  committee  have  taken  into  confi- 
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deration  the  fubjedt  referred  to  them,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  be  difcharged,  and  the  bufinefs  referred  to  a  fpe- 
cial  committee  ; 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  confifl  of  live. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ramfay,  feconded  by  Mr.  Izard  : 

Whereas  the  paffport  granted  by  the  commander  in  chief  to  the 
fhip  Amazon,  extended  only  to  Wilmington,  in  the  (late  of  Delaware, 
and  the  faid  fhip  being  appointed  to  carry  home  fundry  citizens  of 
South-Carolina  now  in  Philadelphia,  who  were  exiled  from  Charlef- 
town  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  agent  of  marine  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  directed,  to  give  a  paffport  and  fafe  conduct  to  the  faid  fliip  Ama¬ 
zon,  to  proceed  from  Wilmington  to  Philadelphia,  there  to  take  on 
board  the  faid  exiled  citizens,  with  their  fervants  and  elTedts,  and  to 
proceed  with  them  to  Charleltown,  or  any  other  port  in  the  Hate  of 
South-Carolina. 

Tuesdjit ,  February  25,  1783. 

Mr.  William  Hemlley,  a  delegate  for  the  Hate  of  Maryland,  at¬ 
tended,  and  produced  his  credentials,  by  which  it  appears,  that  he  is 
chofen  a  delegate  to  Congrefs  for  that  Hate  for  the  prefent  year. 

The  committee,  confining,  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Fitzlimmons,  Mr. 
Gervais,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  to  whom  were  referred  two 
paragraphs  of  the  report  of  the  grand  committee,  on  a  memorial  from 
the  officers  of  the  army,  having  reported, 

“  That  fuch  officers  as  are  now  in  fervice,  and  continue  therein  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  fhall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  fum  of  years 
full  pay,  in  money  or  fecurities  on  intereH  at  fix  per  cent,  per  annum, 
inftead  of  the  half-pay  promifed  for  life,  by  the  refolutioii  of  the  21H 
of  O&ober,  1780,  provided  that  it  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  of  the 
refpective  Hates,  and  not  of  officers  individually  in  thofe  lines  to  ac¬ 
cept  or  refufe  the  fame  :  that  all  officers  who  have  retired  from  fer¬ 
vice  upon  a  promife  of  half-pay  for  life,  fhall  be  entitled  to  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  the  above  refolution  ;  provided  alfo,  that  thofe  of  the  line  of 
each  Hate,  colle&ively,  agree  thereto  :  that  the  fame  commutation 
fhall  extend  to  the  corps  not  belonging  to  the  lines  of  particular  Hates, 
the  acceptance  or  refufal  to  be  determined  by  corps  :  that  all  officers 
entitled  to  half-pay  for  life,  not  included  in  the  above  refolutions,  may 
collectively  agree  to  accept  or  refufe  the  commutation  :  that  with  ref- 
pedt  to  the  general  officers,  it  fhall  be  at  their  option,  individually,  to 
accept  the  commutation,  or  retain  their  right  to  the  half-pay  :  that  the 
half-pay  for  life  extend  to  the  widows  of  fuch  officers  as  fhall  die  in  the 
fervice,  during  their  continuance  as  widows.” 

When  this  report  was  under  debate,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Gilman,  feconded  by  Mr.  CondiCt,  that  the  confideration  of  the  report 
be  poHponed,  in  order  to  take  into  confideration  the  following  motion  : 

“  Whereas  in  conference  of  the  faithful  lervices  of  the  officers  in 
the  army  ot  the  United  States,  and  of  their  great  fufierings,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  deficiency  of  their  pay,  but  on  other  accounts,  Con¬ 
grefs  have,  by  divers  refolutions,  promifed  them  half-pay  for  life  ;  and 
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it  being  reprefented  that  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  fome  of  the 
ftates  and  the  officers  thereto  belonging,  that  a  commutation  of  the 
laid  half-pay  fhould  now  be  made,  relolved  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is 
recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  fettle  with  the  officers  who  now 
belong  or  heretofore  have  belonged  to  their  refpe&ive  lines,  and  are 
entitled  to  half-pay  by  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  either  by  giving 
them  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the  fame  as  it  may  become  due,  or 
by  commutation  for  fuch  fum,  in  grofs,  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  on  by 
each  ftate,  and  the  officers  to  them  refpe&ively  belonging  :  that  each 
and  every  hate,  which  (hall  make  compenfation  to  their  officers,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  foregoing  refolution,  ffiall  be  exonerated  and  fully  and 
finally  dicharged  from  their  refpe&ive  proportions  of  all  taxes  and  all 
other  payments  of  monies  whatfoever,  on  account  of  half-pay  to  the 
officers  belonging  to  the  United  States  or  any  of  them  ;  provided  al¬ 
ways,  that  nothing  in  this  refolution  ffiall  extend  to  difcharge  any 
ftate  from  paying  their  juft  proportion  of  the  half-pay  which  may  be  due 
to  iuch  officers  as  have  not  heretofore  or  do  not  now  belong  to  the 
line  of  any  particular  ftate,  or  to  the  officers  belonging  to  any  parti¬ 
cular  ftate,  which  may  by  the  events  of  the  war  be  rendered  unable 
to  make  fuch  compenfation  :  that  the  fecretary  at  war  be  directed  to 
report  to  Congrefs  the  names  and  rank  of  all  fuch  officers  as  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  half-pay,  and  not  included  in  the  firft  of  the  foregoing  refolu- 
tions.” 


On  the  queftion  for  poftponing  the  report,  in  order  to  take  up  the 
above  recited  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Condi<ft, 


New-Hampsbirey 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Massachusetts ,  * 

Mr. 

Rhode-Islandy 

Mr. 

Connecticuty 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Netv-Torky 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New-Jerscyy 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Pennsylvaniay 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Marylandy 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Virginia , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

North-Carolinay 

Mr. 

Mr. 

South-Car  olinay 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 


Gilmariy 

ay\ 

►  ay 

Whitey 

ay\ 

Holteriy 

ay 

>  * 

Collins , 

ay 

r*  * 

JVolcotty 

aj\ 

;  ay 

Byery 

ay[ 

Floydy 

no  \ 

►  no 

Ham  lit  oily 

no  { 

Boudinoty 

Condicty 

no  ‘ 
ay< 

■  divided . 

Fitzsimmonsy 

no  ] 

►  no 

Montgomery , 

no  1 

Carrolly 

no ' 

^  no 

He  ms  ley. 

710  1 

Jonesy 

no ^ 

Madison  y 

710 

Blandy 

no 

Leey 

no 

f 

Mercery 

1 

Hawk  ins , 

no  \ 

►  no 

Willi  amsony 

no  < 

Rutledgey 

Ramsay , 

no 

>no 

Izardy 

no  , 

Gervaisy 

.]  • 
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Ordered ,  That  the  farther  conf  Jeration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  lay  before  Congrefs  monthly 
returns  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  actually  in  fervice  and  pay 
of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1782. 


Wednesday  February  26,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madifon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer  : 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executives  of  the  feveral 
Rates,  whenever  any  outrages  unauthorized  by  the  laws  of  war,  {hall 
be  committed  on  the  perfons  or  properties  of  their  refpedfive  citizens, 
by  any  perfons  in  the  fervice  of  the  enemy,  to  tranfmit  immediate  in¬ 
formation  thereof  to  the  commander  in  chief  or  the  commanding-of¬ 
ficer  of  a  feparate  army,  in  order  that  the  meafurcs  may  be  purfued 
■which  are  pointed  out  in  the  refolution  of  the  8th  day  of  Nov.  1782. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
which  was  under  debate  yefterday,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Hamilton,  feconded  Mr.  Peters,  that  the  blank  in  the  report  be  filled 
with  the  words  u  five  and  a  half 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 


New-  Hampshire , 

Mr.  Gilman , 

Massachusetts , 

Mr,  White , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Gorhamy 

Mr.  Collins , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

New-York , 

Mr.  Dyer , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

New- Jersey^ 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Miffliny 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmonsy 
Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Petersy 

Mr.  Car  roily 

Mr.  He  ms  ley 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jonesy 

Nortb‘Carolinay 

Mr.  Madisony 

Mr.  Blandy 

Mr.  Leey 

Mr.  Mercery 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Williamsony 
Mr.  Rutledgey 

be  queftion  was  loft. 

Mr.  Ramsayy 

Mr.  Izardy 

Mr.  Gervaisp 

no 

no 


no 


^  >  divided . 
nay 

7io  ^>no 

710  > 

>  no 
no  3 

Zh 

^  divided . 


ay 


•ay 
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i  i  ^ 


New -Hampshire, 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode -Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 


no 


no 


ay 


divided . 


Maryland, 
Virginia , 


ay 


A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gorham,  feconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 
that  the  blank  be  filed  with  the  word  u  five 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Gilman ,  no 

Mr.  White,  no 

Mr.  Holten,  ay 

Mr.  Gorham,  ay 

Mr.  Collins,  ay 

Mr.  Wolcott,  no 

Mr.  Dyer,  no 

Mr.  Floyd,  ay 

Mr.  Hamilton ,  ay 

Mr.  Boudinot,  ay 

Mr.  Condict,  no 

Mr.  Mifflin ,  ay 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  ay 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Hemslev , 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Fee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson,  ay  3  ay 

Mr.  Rutledge,  qy~j 

Mr.  Ramsay,  ay  ! 

Mr.  Izard,  ay  fay 

Mr.  Gervais,  ayj 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poflponed. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  was  read, 
Bating  that  a  number  of  thole  who  centra&ed  engagements  with  him, 
place  a  perfonal  reliance  on  him  for  the  fulfilment  of  them  :  that  as 
the  time  approaches  faff  when  he  will  quit  the  office,  namely,  the  laft 
of  May,  as  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  January,  he  thinks 
it  neceffary  to  convey  this  information  to  thofe  who  have  confided  in 
him,  and  therefore  praying  that  the  injun&ion  of  fecrecy  on  his  letter 
of  the  24th  of  January,  may  be  taken  off: 

Ordered ,  That  the  injunction  of  fecrecy,  aforefaid,  be  annulled, 
and  that  the  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

Thursday,  February  27,  1783, 

Mr.  Stephen  Higginfon,  a  delegate  for  the  Bate  of  MafTachufetts, 
attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  by  which  it 
appears,  that  on  the  24th  of  O&ober,  1782,  he  was  by  joint  ballot  of 
the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  elefted  a  delegate  to  repre- 


North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
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font  that  commonwealth  in  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled, 
for  one  year,  commencing  the  fird  Monday  of  November,  1782, 

On  a  report  of  a  grand  committee,  confiding  ot  a  member  from 
each  date,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  John  Hall  : 

Resolved ,  That  all  thofe  for  the  fettlement  of  whofe  accounts  no 
fpecial  providon  hath  heretofore  been  made,  either  by  references  to 
the  dates,  or  by  the  appointment  of  commidioners  for  dates  or  depart¬ 
ments,  or  otherwife,  do  fettle  their  accounts  at  the  treafury  in  the  ufu- 
al  manner  ;  and  that  any  balances  which  may  be  found  due  to  them, 
previous  to  the  fird  day  of  January,  1782,  be  placed  on  intered  in 
common  with  other  debts  due  by  the  United  States. 


R rib  at ,  February  28,  1783 


Congrefs  refumed  the  condderation  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
which  was  under  debate  on  the  25th  and  26th  indant ;  and  on  the 
quedion  to  agree  to  the  drd  part  thereof,  as  amended,  relative  to  offi¬ 


cers  now  in  fervice,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland 
New -Hampshire,  Mr.  Gilman , 


Mr.  White , 
Mr.  Holten , 
Mr.  Gorham , 


Mr.  White ,  no 3 


Massachusetts ,  Mr.  Holten 


Mr.  Collins , 
Mr.  Arnold , 
Mr.  Wolcott , 
Mr.  Dyer , 
Mr.  Floyd , 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut . 


New-Tork 


Mr.  Hamilton , 

1\/T  1*  B/\ii  ri  in  n  + 


New- Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Hemsley, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge , 
Mr.  Ramsay, 

Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Gervais, 


ay  J 

ay 

ay 

ay} 


Maryland . 
Virginia, 


North -Carolina 


South -Carolina 


<*y] 


There  being  only  feven  dates  in  the  affirmative,  a  quedion  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Madifon, 

“  Is  the  propofition  on  which  the  quedion  was  jud  taken,  for  allow- 
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ing  a  compofition  for  half-pay,  a  propofition  which  requires  the  affent 
oi  nine  hates  ?” 

And  on  this  quehion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Bland, 


Rfenv-Hantpshi  re , 

Mr.  Gilman , 

tfj? 

Mr.  White , 

qy5 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Hoi  ten. 

Mr.  Osgood , 

qy  [ 

Mr.  Gorham , 

f 

Mr.  Higginson , 

qyj 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer , 

723  £ 

New  •York, 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 

^5 

New- Jersey, 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

> 

Mr.  Condi  ct, 

J 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

^  l 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

Mr.  Peters , 

J 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

ayl 

Mr.  He  ms  ley, 

qy  5 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jones , 

qjT 

Mr.  Madison, 

qy 

Mr.  Bland , 

qy  > 

Mr.  Lee, 

^  f 

Mr.  Mercer, 

no) 

Nortb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

ay) 

Mr.  Williamson, 

<yy 

South-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

“y~ i 

Mr.  Ramsay, 

v  L 

Mr.  Izard , 

oj  j 

Mr.  Gervais , 

qyj 

ay 


'<ty 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


qy 


ay 


So  it  was  refolvcd  in  the  affirmative  ;  and  confequently  the  fore<- 
going  quehion  was  loh. 

The  committee,  conhhing  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr# 
Condift,  to  wliom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  18th  from  the  fccretary 
for  foreign  affairs,  made  a  report,  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  heads  of  departments, 
on  public  fervice  are  free,  and  ought  not  to  be  detained  for  want  of 
the  words  on  public  fervice,  endorfed. 

MoNDAr ,  March  3,  1783. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  a  delegate  for  Maryland,  attended,  produced 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment  for  the  current  year,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

On  the  report  of  the  fecretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  me-* 
jnorial  of  colonel  Shreve,  late  of  the  Ncw-Jerfey  line  : 


io  r 
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Resolved ,  That  the  pay-mafter,  in  adjufting  the  accounts  ox  colonel 
Shreve,  late  of  the  New-Jerfey  line,  be  directed  to  continue  his  allow¬ 
ance  of  pay  to  the  3  lft  of  January,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  the  fecretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  me¬ 
morial  of  captain  Sumner  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  iffue  to  captain  Sumner,  the 
commiftion  of  major,  bearing  date  on  the  1ft  day  of  October,  1782. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Madifon  and  Mr. 
Peters,  appointed  in  purfuance  of  a  conference  with  a  committee  of 
the  general  affembly  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  to  report  an  ordi¬ 
nance  for  amending  the  ordinance  of  the  5th  of  April,  1781,  for  ef- 
tablifhing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the 
high  feas,  reported  the  draught  of  an  ordinance,  which  was  read  a 
firft  and  fecond  time  : 

Ordered ,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  the  third  reading* 

Tuesda7 March  4,  1783. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Floyd  : 

u  Whereas  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  it  is  eftential  to  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  of  juftice  and  liberality,  which  ought  to  govern  the  intercourfe 
between  thefe  dates,  that  in  the  final  adjuftment  of  accounts  for  the 
fupplies  or  contributions  of  the  dates  refpedively,  towards  the  common 
expenfes  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  equitable  allowances  fhould  be  made 
in  favour  of  thofe  ftates,  parts  of  which  have  been  at  different  periods 
in  polfeftion  of  the  enemy  :  and  whereas  the  dried  application  of  the 
rule  preferibed  by  the  8th  article  of  the  confederation,  as  declared  by 
the  refolution  of  the  17th  of  February,  would  operate  greatly  to  the 
prejudice  of  fuch  ftates  and  to  the  calamities  of  war,  add  an  undue 
proportion  of  the  public  burthen. 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  will,  in  the  application  of  the  faid  rule, 
make  fuch  abatements  in  favour  of  the  faid  ftates,  as  from  a  full  con- 
fideration  of  circumftances  (hall  appear  to  them  juft  and  equitable,  for 
the  time  the  faid  parts  of  the  faid  ftates  may  have  been  in  pofleflion  of 
the  enemy.’* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  feconded  by  Mr.  White,  that 
the  confideration  of  the  foregoing  motion  be  poftponed  : 

And  on  the  queftion  for  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  7  7  6  * 


Nevi-Hampshi  re, 

Massachusetts , 

« 

\  ' 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -Yorky 

New-Jersej} 


Mr.  Gilman , 
Mr.  White, 
Mr.  Molten, 
Mr.  Osgood , 
Mr.  Gorham , 
Mr.  Higgins  on 
Mr.  Collins , 
Mr.  Wolcott , 
Mr.  Dy  er , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condi  ct. 


ay 
ay 

af] 

ay  « 
ay 
ay 

noA*  * 

X  divided , 

no 


aJ 


<.ay 


J 


no 

no 


no 


ay) 

ay  Kay 

ay  J 
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t 


Pennsylvaniay 

Mr.  Mijfliny 

no~\ 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

1 

no  i 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

>3 
ay  r 

Mr.  Peter  Sy 

72  oj 

Marylandy 

Mr.  r.  &  Lee, 

Mr.  Car  roily 

>< 

Mr.  Hemsleyy 

tfJ'J 

Virginia 7 

Mr.  jonesy 

Mr.  Madisony 

Mr.  Blandy 

ay  L 

Mr.  A .  Lee, 

r 

1 

Mr.  Mercery 

I 

ay  J 

North-Carolinay 

Mr.  Hawkinsy 

Mr.  Williamsony 

y  i 

South-Car  olinay 

Mr.  RutledgCy 

720  1 

Mr.  Izardy 

720  Si 

Mr.  Gervaisy 

720  J 

no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


no 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  firft  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 


New- Hampshire  y 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Islandy 
Connecticut , 

New-Yorky 

New- jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North-Car  olinay 
Seuth-Carolinay 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Holtenj 
Mr.  Os  goody 
Mr.  Gorhamy 
Mr.  Higginsoiiy 
Mr.  Collins y 
Mr.  Wolcott y 
Mr.  Dyery 
Mr.  Floydy 
Mr.  Hamiltony 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clarky 
Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Mijfliny 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons y 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peter Sy 
Mr.  r.  £.  Lee, 
Mr.  Car  roily 
Mr.  Hemsleyy 
Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madisony 
Mr.  Blandy 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Haw  kins  y 
Mr.  Willi amsony 
Mr.  RutledgCy 
Mr.  Izardy 
Mr.  Gervaisy 


1 
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So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

According  to  order,  the  ordinance  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paffea 
as  follows : 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance,  entitled  u  an  ordinance  for 
eftablifhing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on 
the  high  feas.” 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  indices  of  the  fupreme  or  fuperior 
court  of  judicature,  and  the  judge  of  the  admiralty,  or  any  two  or  more 
of  them,  including  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  in  the  feveral  and  res¬ 
pective  dates  ;  or  in  cafe  there  (hall  be  feveral  judges  of  the  admiralty 
in  a  date,  the  judices  of  the  fupreme  or  fuperior  court  of  judicature, 
and  a  judge  of  the  admiralty,  to  be  commiffioned  for  that  purpofe  by 
the  executive  power  of  fuch  date,  or  any  two  of  them,  including  a  judge 
of  the  admiralty,  are  hereby  condituted  and  appointed  a  court  for  hear¬ 
ing  and  trying  all  offenders  who,  in  and  by  an  ordinance  entitled  “  an 
ordinance  for  edabliflnng  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies 
committed  on  the  high  feas,”  paffed  the  5th  day  of  April,  1781,  are 
triable  before  the  judices  of  the  fupreme  or  fuperior  court  of  judica¬ 
ture  and  judge  of  the  court  of  admiralty  of  the  feveral  and  refpcdlive 
dates,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them  ;  provided  that  nothing  herein  con¬ 
tained  diall  extend  to  profecutions  already  commenced,  which  fiiall  be 
determined  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  this  ordinance  had  never  been 
made.  Done,  See. 

Wednesday  March  5,  1783. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Gorham  and  Mr. 
Wolcott,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  the  24th  of  January 
and  26th  of  February  lad,  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  having 
reported,  u  that  it  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  necedary 
that  Congrefs  Oiould  take  any  immediate  meafures  refpedting  the  office 
of  finance. ” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  A.  Lee,  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  be  podponed,  in  order  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  following  motion  : 

u  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devife  the  mod  proper  means  of 
arranging  the  department  of  finance.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
a  that  the  report  and  motion  be  committed 

And  on  the  qucdion  for  commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Ne  w  -  Ha  mps  hire, 

Massachusetts , 


Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
Vol.  VIII.  , 


Mr.  Gilman , 
Mr.  Holten , 
Mr.  Osgood , 
Mr.  Gorham , 
Mr.  Higginson , 
Mr.  Collins , 
Mr.  Arnold , 
Mr.  Wolcott , 
Mr.  Dyer , 

P 


ay  r*  * 


)>ay 


ay 

no 


ay 

divided « 


\ 


no 
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New-York , 

New -Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Virginia, 

M 

North-Car  olina , 
South -Carolina, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 
On  the  queftion  to  agree 
nays  being  required  by  Mr 

New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 

New -Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 


Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  L.  iS.  Lee, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Hemsley, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Gervais, 

d  the  motion  of  Mr. 

Bland, 

Mr.  Gilman, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Gorham, 

Mr.  Higgins  on, 
Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  r.  S.  Lee, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Hemsley, 


ay  p>no 


ay 

no 

£  divided* 
no  3 

ayl 

ay  lay 

d,  the  yeas  and 
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S-  divided, 
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Vi  rg  ini a. 

Mr.  Jonesy 

no ^ 

Mr.  Madisony 

no 

Mr.  Blandy 

ay 

>no 

Mr.  A .  Leey 

ay 

; 

Mr.  Mercery 

no 

! 

North -Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

ay} 

-  divided . 

Mr.  Williamson, 

no\ 

South-Carolinay 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

no" 

i  . 

Mr.  Izardy 

ay 

Kay 

Mr.  Gervaisy 

ay  ^ 

\ 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Gilman, 

“  That  the  report  of  the  committee  be  poftponed,  in  order  tot  ke 
into  conftderation  the  following  motion  : 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devife  the  moft  proper  fteps  to  b 
taken  in  confequence  of  the  letters  of  the  24th  of  Junuary  and  Gt^ 
of  February,  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  : 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir 
ed  by  Mr.  Gilman, 


New- Hampshire. 
Massachusetts , 

i 

Rhode-Islandy 
Connecticut , 
New-Porky 
New-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 

%  t 

North -Carolina^ 


Mr.  Gilman^ 

Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Gorhaniy 
Mr.  Higginson, 
Mr.  Collinsy 
Mr.  Arnoldy 
Mr.  Wolcotty 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Floydy 
Mr.  Ham  i  It  on  y 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clarky 
Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilsony 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  T.  S .  Lee, 
Mr.  Carrolly 
Mr.  Hemsleyy 
Mr,  Jonesy 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Blandy 
Mr.  A .  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  HawkinSy 
Mr.  Williamson y 


\ 


1 12 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


South -Carolina ,  Mr.  Rutleclge , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais , 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion, 

Resolved,  1  hat  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  devife  the  mod: 
piopei  heps  to  be  taken  in  confequence  of  the  letters  of  the  24th  of 
January  and  26th  of  February,  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance. 

Thursday,  March  6,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ters  and  Mr.  Collins,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  21ft  of  Fe- 
biuaiy  from  the  fuperintendant  ol  finance,  on  the  cafe  of  col.  Gridley  i 

Ordered ,  i  hat  the  letter  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  ref- 
peeling  the  halt-pay  due  to  colonel  Gridley,  with  its  enclofures,  be  re¬ 
ferred  back  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  and  that  he  be  directed 
to  take  order  therein,  having  regard  in  fettlement  with  colonel  Grid- 
ley,  to  any  grants  made  to  him  by  the  date  of  MafTachufetts,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  half-pay,  the  fame  being  founded  on  a  fpecial  contraft 
made  with  colonel  Gridley  at  the  time  he  relinquifhed  his  half-pay  in 
the  Britifh  army,  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Friday ,  March  7,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Gor¬ 
ham  and  Mr.  Fitzfimmons,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  14th 
of  October  lad  from  Dr.  Franklin,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  mode  of 
paying  the  falaries  of  the  miniders  and  other  officers  of  the  United 
States  in  Europe  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  falaries  of  the  miniders  and  other  officers  of  the 
United  States  in  Europe,  be  edimated  in  future  in  dollars,  at  the  rate 
of  four  diillings  and  fix-pence  fterling  per  dollar  : 

That  they  be  paid  in  bills  of  exchange  upon  France  or  Holland,  at 
the  rate  of  five  livres,  five  fous  tournois  per  dollar,  without  regard  to 
the  variations  which  may  be  occadoned  by  the  courfe  of  exchange  : 

That  thefe  refolutions  retrofped  to  the  firft  day  of  January,  1782, 
when  the  falaries  of  the  faid  officers  were  made  payable  in  America  ; 
and  that  the  excels  beyond  the  faid  net  fum  in  bills  of  exchange,  which 
has  accrued  or  which  diall  accrue  upon  the  quarter  due  on  the  firft  of 
January  lad,  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  in  the  adjuftment  of  the 
accounts  of  his  department  on  the  firft  day  of  April  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer,  fecondcd  by  Mr.  Wolcott, 

Ordered ,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
two  paragraphs  of  the  report  of  the  grand  committee  on  a  memorial 
from  the  officers  of  the  army,  be  committed. 

Monday ,  March  10,  1783. 

Mr.  Eleazer  M‘Comb  and  Mr.  Gunning  Bedford,  two  delegates  for 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  their 
appointment,  by  which  it  appears,  that  on  the  1ft  day  of  Feb.  1783, 
the  lion.  Gsefar  Rodney,  James  Tilton,  Eleazer  M4Coinb  and  Gunning 
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Bedford,  Efqrs;  were  ele&ed  delegates  to  reprefcnt  the  faid  ftate  in  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  Mif¬ 
flin,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee  on  two  para¬ 
graphs  of  a  report  of  the  grand  committee,  brought  in  a  report  ;  and 
the  report  of  the  committee  being  taken  into  conlideration  and  amend¬ 
ed  fo  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

“  That  fuch  officers  as  are  nowin  fervice,  and  continue  therein  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  fhall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  fum  of  five  years 
full  pay  in  money,  or  fecurities  on  intereft  at  fix  per  cent,  pei  annum, 
at  the  option  of  Congrefs,  inftead  of  the  half-pay  promifed  for  life  by 
the  refolution  of  the  2  1ft  of  Odober,  1780  :  the  faid  fecurities  to  be 
fuch  as  {hall  be  given  to  the  other  creditors  of  the  United  States  ;  pro¬ 
vided  that  it  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  ot  the  refpedive  ftates,  and 
not  of  officers  individually  in  thofe  lines,  to  accept  or  refufe  the  fame  : 
that  all  officers  who  have  retired  from  fervice  upon  the  promile  ol  half¬ 
pay  for  life,  fli all  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  above  refolution  ; 
provided  that  thofe  of  the  line  of  each  ftate,  colledively  agree  there¬ 
to  :  that  the  fame  commutation  fhall  extend  to  the  corps  not  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  lines  of  particular  ftates,  the  acceptance  or  refufal  to  be  de¬ 
termined  by  corps  :  that  all  officers  entitled  to  half-pay  for  life,  not 
included  in  the  above  refolution,  may  colledively  agree  to  accept  or 
refufe  the  commutation.” 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  report,  thus  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer, 


New-  Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-Tork , 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Maryland , 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Higgins  on , 
Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  MHomb , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  r.  S.  Lee , 
Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Hemsley , 


no 


no 
no 

qy~\ 

ay  1 

ray 

ay  [  J 

ay  J 

no 
no 


no 


£  divided • 
no 


ay 


no 


ay 
ay 
ay 
no 
no 

af) 

ay  | 
ay  )>ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 


,c  ay 

:r 


Tuesday,  March  18,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Gilman,  Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Rutledge  and  Mr.  Mercer,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  of  the  12th,  from  the  commander  in  chief : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  lay  before  Congrefs  an 
account  of  the  payments  made  to  the  army,  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
folution  of  the  25th  day  of  January  lad,  and  what  lums  the  flate  of 
the  public  finances  will  enable  him  to  pay  to  the  army  at  prefent  ;  and 
alio  that  he  communicate  to  Congrefs  what  deps  have  been  taken  to- 
wards  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  army  fince  the  faid  refolution. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gorham,  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr. 
Titzfimmons,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Nantucket,  reported  the  draught  of  an  ordinance,  which  was  read  a 
fird  time  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gorham,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Madifon,  Mr.  Fitzfimmons  and  Mr.  Rutledge,  appointed  to  confider 
the  means  of  redoring  and  lupporting  public  credit,  and  of  obtaining 
from  the  dates  fubdantial  funds  for  funding  the  whole  debt  of  the 
United  States,  having  brought  in  a  report  ;  and  the  fame  being  under 
confideration. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wilfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 
to  add  thereto  as  follows  :  “  alfo  a  tax  of  one  quarter  of  a  dollar  per 
100  acres  on  all  located  and  furveyedland  within  each  of  the  dates:” 

And  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  motion,  the  yeas  and  navs  being 
required  by  Mr.  Wilfon, 


New- Hampshire, 

Mr.  Gilman , 

no 

Mr.  White, 

no 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Hoi  ten, 

no 

Mr.  Osgood, 

ay 

Mr.  Higgins  on , 

no 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Collins, 

ay 

Mr.  Arnold, 

710 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

no 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Floyd , 

ay 

New -York, 

ay 

Mr.  Hamilton, 

ay 

no 


no 
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divided . 
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New- Jersey^ 

Pennsylvania^ 

Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


\ 


North-Carolina^ 

South -Carolina , 

So  It  paffed  in  the  negative. 


Mr.  Boudinot,  ay 

Mr.  Clark ,  220 

Mr.  Condict9  ay 

Mr.  Fitzsimmonsy  ay 

Mr.  Wilson y  ay 

Mr.  Montgomery ,  <3y 

Mr.  M‘Comb , 

Mr.  Bedford ,  <37 

Mr.  L.  Lee,  720 

Mr.  Hemsley  no 

Mr.  Jones ,  720 

Mr.  Madisony  no 

Mr.  Blandy  no 

Mr.  ./L  Lee,  720 

Mr.  Mercery  no 

Mr.  Hawkinsy  no 

Mr.  Williamsony  no 

Mr.  Rutledge ,  ?zc 

Mr.  Izard,  no 

Mr.  Gervaisy  nc 


ay 


no 


no 


Wednesday  March  19,  178 


• 


According*  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  ordinance  on  the  memorial 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  was  read  a  fecond  time  : 

Ordered ,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  the  third  reading. 

THURSDATy  March  20,  1783. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  ordinance  on  the  memorial  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Nantucket  : 

Orderedy  That  it  be  re-committed 

The  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  confider  the  means  of 
redoring  and  fupporting  public  credit,  and  of  obtaining  from  the  dates 
fubdantial  funds  for  funding  the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States,  be¬ 
ing  under  debate,  and  being  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

“  Resolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  dates,  as  indif- 
penfably  neceffary  to  the  redoration  of  public  credit,  and  to  the  punc¬ 
tual  and  honorable  difcharge  of  the  public  debts,  to  inved  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  in  Congrefs  afiembled,  a  power  to  levy  for  the  ule  of  the 
United  States,  the  following  duties  upon  goods  imported  into  the  faid 
dates  from  any  foreign  port,  idand  or  plantation  : 

Upon  all  rum  of  Jamaica  proof  per  gallon, 

Upon  all  other  fpirituous  liquors, 

Upon  Madeira  wine,  -  - 

Upon  wines  of  Lifbon,  Oporto,  thofe  called  flierry,  and  upon 
all  French  wines,  - 

Upon  wines  called  Malaga  or  TenerifTe, 

Upon  all  other  wines,  - 
Upon  common  bohea  tea  per  pound, 

Upon  all  other  teas,  - 

Upon  pepper  per  pound,  *  .  ,  3 

d  O 
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Upon  brown  fugar  per  pound, 

Upqn  loaf  fugar  per  pound, 

Upon  all  other  fugars,  - 

Upon  mol  a  lies  per  gallon, 

Upon  cocoa  and  coffee  per  pound, 

Upon  fait,  after  the  prelent  war,  *tli  of  a  dollar  per  bufliel. 

And  upon  ail  other  goods,  except  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing, 
or  other  articles  imported  for  the  United  States,  a  duty  of  five  per  cent. 
ad  valorum ;  provided  that  there  be  allowed  a  bounty  of  £th  of  a  dol¬ 
lar  for  every  quintal  of  dried  fifh  exported  out  of  thefe  United  States, 
and  a  like  lum  for  every  barrel  of  pickled  fifh,  beef  or  pork,  to  be  paid 
of  allowed  to  the  exporters  thereof,  at  the  ports  from  which  they  fhall 
be  fo  exported  : 

Provided,  that  none  of  the  faid  duties  fhall  be  applied  to  any  other 
purpofe  than  the  difcharge  of  the  intereft  or  principal  of  the  debts 
which  fhall  have  been  contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States, 
for  fupporting  the  prefent  war,  nor  be  continued  for  a  longer  term 
than  25  years  :  and  provided,  that  the  collectors  of  the  faid  duties 
fhall  be  appointed  by  the  dates,  within  which  their  offices  are  to  be 
refpeCtively  exercifed,  but  when  fo  appointed,  fhall  be  amenable  to, 
and  removeable  by  the  LTnited  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  alone, 
and  in  cale  any  date  fhall  not  make  luch  appointment  within 
after  notice  given  for  that  purpofe,  the  appointment  may  then  be  made 
by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  : 

That  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  feveral  dates,  to  edablilh 
for  alike  term,  not  exceeding  25  years,  and  to  appropriate  to  the  dif¬ 
charge  of  the  interefl  and  principal  of  the  debts  which  fliall  have  been 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  for  fupporting  the  pre¬ 
fent  war,  fubdantial  and  effectual  revenues,  of  fuch  nature  as  they  may 
refpeCtively  judge  mod  convenient,  to  the  amount  of  and 

in  the  proportions  following,  viz. 

The  faid  revenues  to  be  collected  by  perfons  appointed  as  aforefaid, 
but  to  be  carried  to  the  feparate  credit  of  the  dates  within  which  they 
ihall  be  collected,  and  be  liquidated  and  adjuded  among  the  dates,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  quotas  which  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  allotted  to 
them  : 

That  an  annual  account  of  the  proceeds  and  application  of  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  revenues,  diall  be  made  out  and  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral 
Hates,  didinguifhing  the  proceeds  of  each  of  the  fpecified  articles,  and 
the  amount  of  the  whole  revenue  received  from  each  date. 

That  none  of  the  preceding  refolutions  diall  take  effeCt  until  all  of 
them  fiiall  be  acceded  to  by  every  date  ;  after  which  unanimous  ac- 
ceffion,  however,  they  fiiall  be  confidered  as  forming  a  mutual  corn- 
pad  among  all  the  dates,  and  fiiall  be  irrevocable  by  any  one  or  more 
of  them,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  whole,  or  of  a  majority  of  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  : 

That  as  a  further  mean,  as  well  of  hadening  the  extinguifhment  of 
the  debts,  as  of  edablilhing  the  harmony  of  the  United  States,  it  be 
recommended  to  the  dates  which  have  paffed  no  adds  towards  comply¬ 
ing  with  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  6th  of  September  and  the 
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10th  of  October,  1780,  relative  to  territorial  cefEons,  to  make  the  li¬ 
beral  celEons  therein  recommended,  and  to  the  Hates  which  may  have 
paffed  ads  complying  with  the  laid  refolutions  in  part  only,  to  revile 
and  complete  fuch  compliance  : 

That  in  order  to  remove  all  objedions  againft  a  retrofpedive  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  conflitutional  rule,  of  proportioning  to  the  leveral  Hates, 
the  charges  and  expenfes  which  lhall  have  been  fupplied  for  the  com¬ 
mon  defence  or  general  welfare,  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  enable 
Congrefs  to  make  fuch  equitable  exceptions  and  abatements  as  the 
particular  circumRances  of  the  Hates,  from  time  to  time,  during  the 
war,  may  be  found  to  require  : 

That  conformably  to  the  liberal  principles  on  which  thefe  recom¬ 
mendations  are  founded,  and  with  a  view  to  a  more  amicable,  com¬ 
plete  adjuRinent  of  all  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  indi¬ 
vidual  Hates,  all  reasonable  expenfes  which  fliall  have  been  incurred 
by  the  Hates  without the  fanction  of  Congrefs,  in  their  defence  againR, 
or  attacks  upon  Rritilh  or  lavage  enemies,  either  by  lea  or  by  land, 
and  which  fhafT  be  fupported  by  fatisfa&ory  proofs,  lhall  be  confidered 
as  part  of  the  common  charges  incident  to  the  prefent  war,  and  be  al¬ 
lowed  as  fuch  : 

That  as  a  more  convenient  and  certain  rule  of  afcertaining  the  pro¬ 
portions  to  be  fupplied  by  the  Hates  refpeiRiveiy,  to  the  common  trea¬ 
sury,  the  following  alteration  in  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per¬ 
petual  union  between  thefe  Hates  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  agreed 
to  in  Congrefs,  and  the  feveral  Hates  are  advifed  to  authorize  their 
refpe£tive  delegates  to  fubfcribe  and  ratify  the  fame,  as  part  of  the  faid 
inRrument  of  union,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

So  much  of  the  eighth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetu¬ 
al  union  between  the  thirteen  Hates  of  America,  as  is  contained  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit  :  “  All  charges  of  war,”  & c.  (to  the  end  of 
the  paragraph)  is  hereby  revoked  and  made  void,  and  in  place  thereof, 
it  is  declared  and  concluded,  the  fame  having  been  agreed  to  in  a  Con¬ 
grefs  of  the  United  States,  that  all  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  ex- 
penles  that  fliall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general  wel¬ 
fare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alfembled,  lhall 
be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which  lhall  be  fupplied  by  the 
leveral  Hates,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  every  age, 
lex  and  condition,  except  Indians,  not  paying  taxes,  in  each  Hate  ; 
which  number  lhall  be  triennially  taken  and  tranfmitted  to  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  alfembled,  in  fuch  mode  as  they  lhall  dired  and  ap¬ 
point  ;  provided  always,  that  in  fuch  numeration  no  perfon  lhall  be 
included  who  are  bound  to  fervitude  for  life,  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  Hate  to  which  they  belong,  other  than  fuch  as  may  be  between 
the  ages  of 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Wilfon, 
that  the  report  ot  the  committee  be  poRponed,  in  order  to  take  up  the 
the  following  plan  and  recommendation  : 

“  Whereas  Congrefs  did,  on  the  12th  day  of  February  laR,  refolve, 
u  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  that  the  eRablilhment  of  perma¬ 
nent  and  adequate  funds,  on  taxes  or  duties  which  lhall  operate  gene¬ 
rally,  and  on  the  whole  in  juft  proportions  throughout  the  United 
Vol.  VIII.  O 
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States,  are  indifpenfably  neceiTary  towards  doing  complete  juhice  to 
the  public  creditors,  for  rehoring  public  credit,  and  for  providing  for 
the  future  exigencies  of  the  war.” 

And  whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  Congrefs,  on  whofe  faith  the  public 
debts  have  been  contradded  for  the  common  fafety,  to  make  every  effort 
in  their  power  for  the  effectual  attainment  of  objedls  fo  elfential  to  the 
honor  and  welfare  ol  the  United  States,  relying  on  the  wifdom  and  juf- 
tice  of  their  conhituents  for  a  compliance  with  their  recommendations  ; 
therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  earneflly  recommended  to  the  feveral  hates, 
without  delay,  to  pals  laws  for  the  ehablifhment  of  the  following  funds 
to  be  vefted  in  the  United  States,  and  to  be  collected  and  appropria¬ 
ted  by  their  authority  ;  provided  that  the  officers  for  the  collection  of 
the  laid  funds,  Hi  all  be  inhabitants  of  each  hate  refpedlively  in  which 
they  reftde,  and  being  nominated  by  Congrefs,  (hall  be  approved  and 
appointed  by  fuch  hate,  accountable  to  and  removeable  by  Congrefs  ; 
and  provided  that  if  after  any  nomination  being  reported  to  the  hate, 
the  fame  is  not  approved  or  rejected  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  nominated,  ffiall  be  deemed  to  be  duly  ap¬ 
pointed,  to  wit : 

A  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  at  the  time  and  place  of  impor¬ 
tation,  upon  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  of  foreign  growth  and 
manufaftures,  which  may  be  imported  into  any  of  the  faid  hates  from 
any  foreign  port,  ifland  or  plantation,  except  arms,  ammunition,  cloth¬ 
ing  and  other  articles  imported  on  account  of  the  United  States  or  any 
of  them  ;  and  except  wool  cards,  cotton  cards  and  wire  for  making 
them  ;  and  alfo  except  the  articles  hereafter  enumerated,  the  duty  on 
which  fliall  be  regulated  according  to  the  fpecified  rates  thereunto  an¬ 
nexed. 

All  rum  of  Jamaica  proof  per  gallon,  -  ■§% 

[The  lpecifics  mentioned  in  the  report  to  be  inferted.] 

Alfo  a  duty  of  live  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  prizes  and  prize 
goods,  condemned  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of  any  of  thefe  hates  as 
lawful  prize  : 

A  land  tax  at  the  rate  of  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  for  every  100 

acres  of  located  and  furveyed  land  : 

A  houfe  tax  at  the  general  rate  of  half  a  dollar  for  each  dwelling- 
houfe  (cottages  excepted)  and  at  the  additional  rate  of  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  on  whatever  fum  the  rent  of  the  faid  houfe  may  exceed 
20  dollars,  to  be  calculated  on  the  a&ual  rent,  when  the  houfe  is  rent¬ 
ed,  and  when  in  the  occupancy  of  the  owner,  on  an  appraifed  rent  by 
commiffioners  under  oath,  appointed  by  the  hate  once  in  years  ; 

the  lot  and  the  appurtenances  in  towns,  and  in  the  country,  the  out 
houfes,  garden  and  orchard,  to  be  comprehended  with  the  dwelling- 
houfe.  The  duties  on  imports  to  pafs  to  the  general  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  without  credit  for  the  proceeds  to  any  particular  hates  ; 
but  the  product  of  the  land  and  houfe  taxes  to  be  credited  to  each  hate 
in  which  they  (hall  arife.  The  faid  funds  to  continue  till  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  the  debt  due  by  the  United  States  at  the  termination  of  the  pre- 
fent  war  (hall  be  finally  difehraged. 

That  an  ehimate  be  transmitted  to  each  hate  of  the  amount  of  the 
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public  debt  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  afcertained  ;  and  that  Congrefs 
will  inviolably  adhere  to  their  refolutions  of  the  16th  day  of  December 
laft,  refpeCting  the  appropriation  of  any  funds  which  may  be  granted, 
and  the  annual  tranfmiflion  of  the  (late  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  and  difpolition  of  the  faid  funds  ;  by  which  all  doubts  and  ap- 
prehenfions,  refpe&ing  the  perpetuity  of  the  public  debt,  may  be  ef¬ 
fectually  removed  : 

That  none  of  the  preceding  refolutions  fhall  take  effect,  See.  (in  the 
words  of  the  report,  to  the  end.) 

And  on  the  qaeflion  for  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir- 
by  Mr.  Hamilton, 


New- Ha  mpsb  i  re 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-York , 
New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Car  olina* 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Molten, 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Higgins  on , 
Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudi  not , 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  M‘Comhj 
Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  r.  S.  Tee, 
Mr.  He  ms  ley, 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Tee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge, 

Mr.  Izard, 

Mr,  Gervais , 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative 


720 

720 

i 


720 


720 


J>720 


720 
720 J 
720 

no 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ayl 
ay  >ay 
ay) 


no 


ay 


ay 


divided . 


720 


720 


720 


720 


Fridat,  March  21,  1783. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  means  of  reftoring  and  fupporting  public  credit,  and  of  obtain¬ 
ing  from  the  dates  fubftantial  funds  for  funding  the  whole  debt  of  the 
United  States,  and  three  paragraphs  of  the  report,  beginning  with  the 


■ 


. 
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words  u  that  It  be  further  recommended”  to  the  words  u  whole  revenue 
received  from  each  hate”  inclufively,  being  re-committed  ; 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  feconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 
u  That  Congrels  now  take  up  and  complete  that  part  of  the  report 
for  fupporting  and  eftabli filing  public  credit,  which  relates  to  the  raif- 
ing  a  revenue  by  impofts  upon  imported  goods  and  merchandize 

And  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re« 

■ _ 3  u..  ivT-  m  „ 


quired  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Ne  w  -  Ha  nips  hire , 

Massachusetts , 


Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New-York , 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 


jpclaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


Xortb-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Iligginson , 
Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  M(Comb , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  T.  £.  Lee, 
Mr.  Hemsley , 

Mr.  Madison , 
Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  yL  Lee , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge , 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais , 


^  ?■  divided . 
no\ 


no 


no 


ay 


no  ! 


;ir> 


divided . 
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So  it  pa  (Ted  in  the  negative. 

SAT’uRDAr ,  March.  22,  1783. 

The  committee,  confiding  oi  Mr.  Gorham,  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr. 
Fitzfim mons,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  ordinance  on  the  memo¬ 
rial  from  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  reported  the  draught  of  a  pafT- 
port,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Dy¬ 
er  and  Mr.  Bedford,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  report  of 
♦ffie  committee  thereon  ;  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions : 
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Whereas  the  officers  of  the  feveral  lines  under  the  immediate  com¬ 
mand  of  his  excellency  general  W afhington,  did,  by  their  late  memo¬ 
rial  tranfmitted  by  their  committee,  reprefent  to  Congrels,  that  the 
half-pay  granted  by  fundry  reflations,  was  regarded  in  an  unfavour¬ 
able  light  by  the  citizens  of  fome  of  thefe  hates,  who  would  prefer  a 
compenfation  for  a  limited  term  of  years,  or  by  a  fum  in  grofs,  to  an 
ehabliffiment  for  life  ;  and  did,  on  that  account,  folicit  a  commuta¬ 
tion  of  their  half-pay  for  an  equivalent  in  one  of  the  two  modes  above- 
mentioned,  in  order  to  remove  all  fubject  of  diffatisf action  from  the 
minds  of  their  fellow-citizens  :  and  whereas  Congrefs  are  defirous,  as 
well  of  gratifying  the  reafonable  expedations  of  the  officers  of  the 
army,  as  of  removing  all  objedions  which  may  exih  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  principle  of  the  half-pay  ehablifhment,  for  which 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  hath  been  pledged  ;  perfuaded.  that  thole 
objedions  can  only  arife  from  the  nature  of  the  compenfation,  not 
from  any  indifpofition  to  compenfate  thofe  whofe  fervices,  facrifices 
and  fuffierings,  have  fo  juft  a  title  to  the  approbation  and  rewards  of 
their  country  : 

Therefore  Resolved ,  That  fuch  officers  as  are  now  in  fervice,  and 
fhall  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  the  war,  fhall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  amount  of  five  years  full  pay  in  money,  or  fecurities  on  intereft  at 
fix  per  cent,  per  annum,  as  Congrefs  fhall  find  moft  convenient,  inftead 
of  the  half-pay  promifed  for  life,  by  the  relolution  of  the  21ft  day  of 
Odober,  1780  ;  the  faid  fecurities  to  be  fuch  as  fhall  be  given  to  other 
creditors  of  the  United  States,  provided  it  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines 
of  the  refpedive  fates,  and  not  of  officers  individually  in  thofe  lines, 
to  accept  or  refufe  the  fame  ;  and  provided  alfo,  that  their  eledion 
fhall  be  fignified  to  Congrefs  through  the  commander  in  chief,  from 
the  lines  under  his  immediate  command,  within  two  months,  and 
through  the  commanding-officer  of  the  fouthern  army,  from  thofe  un¬ 
der  his  command,  within  lix  months  from  the  date  of  this  refolution  : 

That  the  fame  commutation  fhall  extend  to  the  corps  not  belonging; 
to  the  lines  of  particular  fates,  and  who  are  entitled  to  half-pay  for 
life  as  aforefaid  ;  the  acceptance  or  refufal  to  be  determined  by  corps, 
and  to  be  fignified  in  the  fame  manner,  and  within  the  fame  time  as 
above-mentioned  : 

That  all  officers  belonging  to  the  hofpital  department,  who  are  en¬ 
titled  to  half-pay  by  the  refolution  of  the  17th  day  of  January,  1781, 
may  colledively  agree  to  accept  or  refufe  the  aforefaid  commutation, 
fignifying  the  lame  through  the  commander  in  chief  within  fix  months 
from  this  time  :  that  fuch  officers  as  have  retired  at  different  period?, 
entitled  to  half-pay  for  life,  may  collectively,  in  each  fate  of  which 
they  are  inhabitants,  accept  or  refufe  the  fame  ;  their  acceptance  or 
refufal  to  be  fignified  by  agents  authorized  for  that  purpofe,  within  lix 
months  from  this  period  ;  that  with  refpeCl  to  fuch  retiring  officers, 
the  commutation,  if  accepted  by  them,  fhall  be  in  lieu  of  whatever  may 
be  now  due  to  them  fince  the  time  of  their  retiring  from  fervice,  as 
well  as  of  what  might  hereafter  become  due  ;  and  that  fo  loon  as  their 
acceptance  fnall  be  fignified,  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed  to  take  meafures  for  the  fettlement  of  their  accounts 
accordingly,  and  to  iflue  to  them  certificates  bearing  intereft;  at  fix 
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per  cent.  That  all  officers  entitled  to  half-pay  for  life  not  included 
in  the  preceding  refolution,  may  alfo  colleaively  agree  to  accept  or 
retuie  the  atorefaid  commutation,  fignifying  the  fame  within  fix 
months  from  this  time. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  aft,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Condid, 


New -Ha  mpsh  i  rey 
Massachusetts , 


Rbode-Islandy 
Connecticut , 

New-Yorky 

New-ferseyy 

Pennsylvania , 


Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia^ 


North-Carolinay 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  Wbitey 
Mr.  Holteti , 

M r.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Gorhamy 
Mr.  Higgins  on , 
Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer , 

Mr.  Floydy 
Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Clarky 
Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  M‘Comby 
Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  7".  rS*.  Lee, 
Mr.  Hemsleyy 
Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais , 


* 


0/ 


.0/ 


0; 


0/ 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Mon  DAT)  March  24,  1783. 

A  letter,  of  February  5,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  announc¬ 
ing  a  general  peace,  and  a  copy  of  orders  given  by  the  count  D’Ef- 
taing,  vice-admiral  of  France,  to  the  chevalier  Du  Quefne,  command¬ 
er  of  the  corvette  Triumph,  difpatc.hed  from  Cadiz  the  6th  of  Februa¬ 
ry  I  aft,  for  thepurpofe  of  putting  a  (top  to  all  hoftilities  by  fea ;  being 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  agent  of  marine  be,  and  he  is  hereby  direded 
immediately  to  re-call  all  armed  vdTels  cruizing  under  commiffions 
from  the  United  States  of  America* 
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IVednesdat,  March  26,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  con  filling  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Ha¬ 
milton  and  Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  the  7th,  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  and  a  letter  of  the  13th,  from  col.  Armand  : 

Colonel  Armand  having  entered  at  an  early  period  of  the  war  into 
the  army  of  the  United  States  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  having 
ferved  with  didindtion  in  that  rank,  fo  as  to  acquire  the  particular 
approbation  of  the  commander  in  chief  for  his  intelligence,  zeal  and 
bravery. 

Resolved,  That  in  confideration  of  the  merit  and  fervices  of  colonel 
Armand,  he  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  retaining 
the  command  of  his  prefent  corps. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gervais,  Mr.  Wil- 
liamfon  and  Mr.  Bland,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Charles 
Mortimer  : 

Resolved ,  That  Dr.  Charles  Mortimer’s  account  be  fettled  for  pay 
and  rations  on  the  fame  principle  as  a  junior  furgeon,  for  the  term 
of  nine  months,  during  which  he  appears  to  have  been  in  the  public 
fervice  : 

That  the  dire&or-general  in  the  hofpital  department,  take  order  for 
delivering  to  Dr.  Mortimer  a  quantity  of  medicines  equal  to  what  he 
has  expended  in  the  public  hofpital. 

Friday  March  28,  1783. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  condderation  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  means  of  redoring  and  fupporting  public  credit,  and  of  obtain¬ 
ing  from  the  dates  fubdantial  funds  for  funding  the  whole  debt  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  the  lad  claufe  being  amended  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“  That  as  a  more  convenient  and  certain  rule  of  afeertaining  the 
proportions  to  be  fupplied  by  the  dates  refpedlively,  to  the  common 
treafury,  the  following  alteration  in  the  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union  between  the  dates  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  agreed 
to  in  Congrefs,  and  the  feveral  dates  are  advifed  to  authorize  their 
refpe (Stive  delegates  to  fubferibe  and  ratify  the  fame,  as  part  of  the  faid 
indrument  of  union,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

u  So  much  of  the  8th  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union,  as  is  contained  in  the  words  following,  to  wit :  All  charges  of 
war  and  all  other  expenfes  that  fhall  be  incurred  for  the  common  de¬ 
fence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Con¬ 
grefs  adembled,  fhall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which 
fhall  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  dates  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all 
iand  within  each  date,  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  as  fucli 
land  and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon,  fliall  be  edimated 
according  to  fuch  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alTembled 
ihall,  from  time  to  time,  diredl  and  appoint  \  is  hereby  revoked  and 
made  void,  and  in  place  thereof  it  is  declared  and  concluded,  the  fame 
having  been  agreed  to  in  a  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  that  all 
charges  of  war  and  all  other  expenfes  that  have  been  or  fhall  be  in¬ 
curred  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the 
umted  States  in  Congrefs  adembled,  except  fo  far  as  fhall  be  other- 
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wife  provided  for,  fhall  he  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which 
ihall  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  Rates,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number 
of  free  inhabitants,  and  -|ths  of  the  number  of  all  other  inhabitants  of 
every  lex  and  condition,  except  Indians  not  paying  taxes  in  each  Rate  ; 
which  number  ihall  be  triennally  taken  and  tranfmitted  to  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  in  Congrefs  aRembled,  in  fuch  mode  as  they  Hiall  direct  and 
appoint.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  A.  Lee,  that 
the  fame  be  Rruck  out  of  the  report : 

And  on  the  queRion,  (hall  the  paragraph,  as  amended,  Rand  as  part 
of  the  report?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland, 


Ne  iv- Ha  in  psb  ire , 
Massachusetts,, 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New -York , 

New- Jersey , 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware , 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North -Carolina, 
South-Car  olina, 

So  the  queRion  was  loR,  a 


Mr.  Gilman , 

qy\ 

Mr.  White, 

ay  < 

\  ay 

Mr.  Hoi  ten. 

Mr.  Osgood , 

no 

I 

Mr.  Gorham, 

ay 

>no 

i 

M  r .  Higginson , 

no 

Mr.  Collins , 

no  \ 

Mr.  Arnold, 

no 

>■  no 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

no  \ 

Mr.  Dyer, 

no 

>  no 

Mr.  Floyd , 

!>  * 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

ay] 

) 

Mr.  Clark, 

ay\ 

;  ay 

Mr.  Miffiin , 

ay i 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

ay 

i 

1 

Mr.  Wilson, 

ay 

cay 

l 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

aJJ 

Mr.  MkComb, 

no  ( 

Mr.  Bedford, 

no  \ 

y  no 

Mr.  T.  S.  Lee, 

ay\ 

Mr.  He  ms  ley, 

ay\ 

;  ay 

Mr.  Jones, 

ay" 

Mr.  Madison, 

ay 

Mr.  Bland, 

no 

>ay 

Mr.  A .  Lee, 

no 

Mr.  Mercer , 

ay ; 

Mr,  Hawkins , 

ay} 

> 

Mr.  Williamson, 

ay 3 

\  ay 

Mr.  Rutledge, 

72 

Mr.  Ramsay, 

no  1 

^>7/  & 

Mr.  Izard, 

no  | 

Mr.  Gervais, 

no^ 

nd  the  paragraph  Rruck  out. 

Sa  Turd  a  t,  March  29,  1783. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  A.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Molten, 
«  that  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  do  lay  before  Congrefs  immedi¬ 
ately,  an  account  of  all  monies  which  were  in  his  hands  at  his  coming 
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into  office,  or  have  been  received  fince  for  the  public  ufe,  together 
with  the  application  of  all  fuch  monies  in  each  month,  difhnguiilnng 
the  date  of  each  payment,  the  perfon  to  whom,  and  the  purpofe  lor 

which  fuch  payment  was  made.”  T„.„.  r 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ofgood,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

that  the  motion  be  committed  : 

And  on  the  queftion  for  commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired  by  Mr.  A.  Lee, 


New -Ha  mpsb  i  re , 
Massachusetts , 


rO' 


Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-Tork , 
New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 


Delaware , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 


North -Carolina, 
South -Carolina*) 


Mr.  Gilman , 

Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Higgins  on*) 
Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer^ 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Bouclinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  M'Comb , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  r.  S.  Lee, 
Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Fiends  ley, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  ./L  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Ramsay, 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais , 


710 


divided • 


qy 


710 


divided , 


> 


no 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Clark, ’feconded  by  Mr.  William- 
fon,  <c  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lee  be  poftponed,  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
committees  of  five,  appointed  on  the  1ft  Monday  in  July  and  1ft  Mon¬ 
day  in  January  laft,  purfuant  to  the  refolution  of  the  17th  of  June, 
1782  and  on  the  queftion  for  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  A.  Lee, 

Vol,  VIII.  R 
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Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -Tor  Ay 
New-Jersejy 
Pennsylvania ,  . 

Delawarey 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North-Carolinay 
South-Car  olinay 


Mr.  Gilman y 
Mr.  White y 
Mr.  Holteiiy 
Mr.  Os  goody 
Mr.  Gorhamy 
Mr.  Higgins otiy 
Mr.  Collins y 
Mr.  Arnoldy 
Mr.  Wolcotty 
Mr.  Dyery 
Mr.  Floydy 
Mr.  Hamiltony 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  C larky 
Mr.  Miffiiriy 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilsony 
Mr.  Montgomery y 
Mr.  MHomby 
Mr.  Bedfordy 
Mr.  r.  S.  £<?<?, 
Mr.  Car  roily 
Mr.  Hemsleyy 
Mr.  Jonesy 
Mr.  Madisony 
Mr.  Blandy 
Mr.  ^4.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Hawkins y 
Mr.  WilliamsoHy 
Mr.  Rutledge y 
Mr.  Rams  ay  y 
Mr.  Izardy  ' 

Mr.  Gervaisy 


1 


}> 


no 


3 


no 

ay 
no 
no 

ay  | 
wo  J 

0 

no 

no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
ay 
no^ j 

no  I 

no  r 

0 

noj 


divided • 


divided . 


no 


no 


j-  no 


no 
no 
nj 
no' 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 

0/ 

“j'j 

I 

no 


1  Wno 


divided • 


divided . 


noj 


So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Madifon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Wilfon, 
that  the  motion  before  the  houfe  be  poftponed,  in  order  to  take  into 
confideration  the  following  motion  : 

“  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  fupcrintendant  of  finance,  with  as  lit¬ 
tle  delay  as  may  be,  and  thereafter  on  the  day  of  in 

every  year,  to  lay  before  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alTembled,  a 
Rate  of  all  monies  received  into  his  department,  with  the  times  when, 
and  the  perfons  from  whom  they  {hall  have  been  received  ;  and  alfo  a 
Rate  of  all  payments  made  immediately  under  his  warrant,  with  the 
times  when,  the  perfons  to  whom,  and  purpofes  for  which  fuch  war¬ 
rants  (hall  have  been  ilTued  :  that  he  alfo,  at  the  periods  aforefaid,  lay 
before  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alTembled,  copies  of  the  receipts 
given  to  him  for  all  fuch  warrants,  with  the  amount  of  the  eftimates 
or  fubftance  of  the  other  documents  on  which  the  warrants  {hall  have 
been  iflued  ;  and  alfo  a  report  from  the  comptroller’s  office,  how  far 
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the  monies  ilfued  under  warrants  of  the  faid  fuperintendant,  as  afore- 


faid,  {hall  have  been  finally  and  fatisfa£lorily  accounted  for 

And  on  the  queftion  for  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  A  Lee, 


New- Ha  m psh  i  re 


Massachusetts 


Rhode-Island . 


Connecticut 


New-Tork , 


New -Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 


Delaware 


Maryland , 


Virginia , 


Nortb-Carolina 


South -Carolina 


Mr.  Rutledge ,  no "'j 

Mr.  Ramsay ,  jzo  l 


I 

720  r 

■ 

noj 


Mr.  Izard ,  no  Yno 


Mr.  Gervais 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

After  farther  debate,  an  adjournment  was  called  for  and  carried. 


Mokdat,  March  31,  1783 


On  the  report  of  a  committee,  cojififting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Gor¬ 
ham  and  Mr.  Rutledge,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  on  a  letter  of  May  6,  1782,  from  Mr.  T.  Hancock,  formerly  nrefi- 
dent  of  Congrefs  : 

Resolved ,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  J.  Hancock,  Efq;  3248 
dollars,  in  full,  for  houfehold  and  other  expenfes  for  two  years  and  five 
months,  being  the  time  he  a&ed  as  prefident  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that 
the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  the  payment  thereof; 
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Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Gilman  have  leave  of  abfefice. 

Tuesday  April  1,  1783. 

Mr.  Ell  (worth,  a  delegate  for  the  (late  of  Connedticut,  attended, 
and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ofgood, 

Resolved ,  That  the  motion  made  on  the  28th  of  March  lad,  to  (trike 
out  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  means  of  reftoring 
and  fupporting  public  credit,  and  of  obtaining  from  the  dates  fubdan- 
tial  funds  for  funding  the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States,  be  re-con- 
fidered. 

The  paragraph  being  then  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

cc  That  as  a  more  convenient  and  certain  rule  of  afcertaining  the 
proportions  to  be  fupplied  by  the  dates  refpeclively  to  the  common 
treafury,  the  following  alteration  in  the  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union  between  thefe  dates  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  agreed 
to  in  Congrefs,  and  the  leveral  dates  are  advifed  to  authorize  their 
refpedtive  delegates  to  fubferibe  and  ratify  the  fame,  as  part  of  the 
faid  indrument  of  union,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

u  So  much  of  the  8th  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union  between  the  thirteen  dates  of  America,  as  is  contained  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit  : 

“  All  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expenfes  that  fhall  be  incurred 
for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  in  Congrefs  alfembled,  fhall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common 
treafury,  which  (hall  be  fupptied  by  the  feveral  dates  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  all  land  within  each  date  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any 
perfon,  as  fuch  land  and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon, 
lliall  be  edimated  according  to  fuch  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Con- 
grefs  ademblcd  (hall,  from  time  to  time,  diredt  and  appoint,”  is  hereby 
revoked  and  made  void  ;  and  in  place  thereof  it  is  declared  and  con¬ 
cluded,  the  fame  having  been  agreed  to  in  a  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  that  all  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expenfes  that  have  been 
or  fhall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and 
allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  adembled,  except  fo  far  as 
ih all  be  otherwife  provided  for,  (hall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common 
treafury,  which  (hall  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  dates  in  proportion  to 
the  whole  number  of  white  and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants  of 
every  age,  fex  and  condition,  including  thole  bound  to  fervitude  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  |ths  of  all  other  perfons  not  comprehended  iji  the 
foregoing  defeription,  except  Indians,  not  paying  taxes,  in  each  date  ; 
which  number  (hall  be  tricnnially  taken  and  tranfmitted  to  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  in  fuch  meyde  as  they  (hall  diredl  and  ap¬ 
point  : 

And  on  the  quedion,  fliall  the  claufe,  as  amended,  dand  part  of  the 
report  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsh  ire} 

Massachusetts, 

divided . 


Mr.  White , 

ay  ;> 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

ay  I 

Mr.  Gorham , 

ay  f 

Mr.  Higginson , 

no) 
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Rhode -Island , 
Connecticut , 

New-Tork , 
New -Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 


Delaware , 
Maryland , 
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Mr.  Collins, 

no  ) 

■  110 

Mr.  Arnold , 

no  3 

i 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

al] 

I 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

ay  | 

\ay 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Floyd , 

ay  ^ 

) 

ay] 

►  ay 

Mr.  Hamilton , 

ay\ 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

ay  , 

{  aJ 

Mr.  Clark, 

oy\ 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 

ay 

) 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

ay 

fay 

Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  M‘Comb, 

ay. 

} 

>  * 

ay 

Mr.  r.  S.  Lee, 

ay 

$  ay 

Mr.  He  ms  ley, 

ay 

Virginia , 


North -Carolina, 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr. 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  conhfting  of  Mu  C  ,  •  J 

md  Mr.  Rutledge,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  fecittaiy 

it  war,  on  a  memorial  from  colonel  Broadhead  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  pa)  me  t 
o  colonel  Broadhead  of  98if  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  money  ex¬ 
pended  by  him  in  defending  ieveral  fuits  brought  agamft  him  for  cer¬ 
tain  tranfaaions  during  his  command  at  Fort-Pitt  : 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  alfo  take  order  for  payment  to 

soionel  Broadhead  of  150  dollars,  being  the  value  of  the  prefents  made 

by  him  whilft  on  command  at  Fort-Pitt,  to  the  chiefs  and  other  friend- 

lv  Indians  of  the  Delaware  tribe  :  .  .  ,  r 

That  the  legiflature  of  Pennlylvama  be  requeued  to  take  the  necel- 
fary  meafures  for  indemnifying  colonel  Broadhead  agamft:  the  adions 
depending  againft  him  in  the  county  of  Weftmoreland,  or  for  putting 
a  hop  to  thole  aftions,  the  fame  having  been  brought  on  account  of 
certain  orders  and  ads  iffued  and  done  by  him  during  fuch  command, 
in  which  orders  and  acts,  Gongrefs,  on  the  1 8th  day  of  April,  1780, 

engaged  to  fupport  him.  . 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,Mr.  Izaid, 
Mr.  A.  Lee,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Gervais,  to  whom  were  referred 
a  letter  of  the  15th  December,  from  the  hon.  FI.  Laurens,  one  ot  the 
13th  of  March,  from  the  hon.  T.  Jefferfon,  and  one  of  the  28th  of 

September,  from  the  hon.  F.  Dana  : 

Resolved,  That  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens  have  leave  to  return  to 

America,  agreeably  to  his  requefl. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  inform  the  hon.  1 . 
Jefferfon,  in  anfwer  to  his  letter  of  the  13th  of  March,  that  Congrefs 
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°!  !,iS  aPP°,intment  f°  far  advanced,  as  to  render  it 

iatisfied  with  the  read.nefs  he  has  (hewn  in  undertaking  a  ffrvice  which 
-o.u  the  prelent  fituat.on  of  affairs,  they  apprehend  can  be  difpenfed 

ing1rA^iI^C^^faid  ’  haV!nS  lnt!matedhU  Mention  of  return. 
‘1  i  nci  ica,  Congrefs  do  approve  ot  the  lame,  provided  he  fhould 

uot  be  engaged  ,n  a  negotiation  with  the  court  o f  Peterfburgh  at  the 

tune  of  receiving  tins  refolution,  in  which  cafe  it  is  the  defire  of  r™ 

grefs  that  he  fhould  finilh  fuch  negotiation  before  he  ret  tuns! 

ulcud,  lhat  Mr.  Montgomery  have  leave  of  abfence. 

n  ,  Friday,  April  4,  1783. 

ter  oft!6  ,7h°f  nf  the,agent  °f  marine’ to  whom  were  referred  a  Iet- 
‘  f  .  ?•  December,  1782,  from  the  governor  of  New-Orleans 

na  iMeectin0  °!  Mareh  laft’  fr°m  the  Sov«rn°r  of  Havan- 

criminal  contempt  of  public  faith  and  a  violation  of 

ie  aw  o  nations,  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  Meffrs.  Church 

and  Haydon,  inhabitants  of  Bolton,  in  the  capture  of  a  Spanifl,  brig 

rv  i  '  r  y  FD,°n  rUTnW  Arg0te’  a‘ld  in  firinS  «Pon  a  boat  car- 
rying  the  hag  ot  Jus  Catholic  majefty  : 

taif  redrew  -  P^g  mode  ^  D°n  Al,t0nio  Argote  to  ob- 

and  H1  ■  an  y  lnj"rles.I,e  maf  have  Cuftained  from  Mqffrs.  Church 
be  written  h  ,!r  >y  Pr°feJCUtlon  111  dl'e  c^rfe  of  law  ;  and  that  a  letter 

Maffarhnf  '  ,Ppfident  t0  tlle  fl,Preme  executive  of  the  date  of 
Mafiachufetts,  cnclofing  a  copy  of  the  (aid  letters,  and  recommending 

f.fl  o'  r‘  t0  ?‘Ve  a”  fUCf'  Countenatlce’  protedlion  and  aft 

le-nl  frtiVv  fa‘f  DT  Ant0m0  de  Ar8°te>  in  bis  attempts  to  obtain 
t,g  '•  ,at:ff‘0“fOr  g  1"Jur,e*  alleSed  t0  have  been  done  to  him  by 
aid  Church  and  Haydon,  as  becomes  the  United  States  to 

give  to  the  fubjefts  of  powers  in  amity,  who  (hall  complain  of  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  their  rights. 

Ordered,  1  hat  fo  much  of  the  foregoing  letters  as  relates  to  the  vi¬ 
olation  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  rights  of  neutrality,  together  with 
a  note  from  the  hon.  the  remitter  of  France,  accompanied  with  the  co- 
p>  o  a  letter  ol  the  5  th  of  December,  from  the  governor  of  New-Or¬ 
leans,  and  a  letter  of  the  25th  of  March,  from  Don  Antonio  Argote, 
Hating  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  rights  of  neutrality 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  Church  and  Haydon,  aforefaid,  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 

Resolved,  I  hat  the  feveral  dates  be  required  to  fufpend  all  enlid- 
ments  for  any  regiment  or  corps  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  un¬ 
til  the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon.  Mr. 
llytr,  Mr.  CondiA  and  Mr.  Montgomery,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  or  March  the  5th,  from  the  poff-mafter-general  : 

Resolved,  That  the  pod-mader-general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
nzed,  from  time  to  time,  to  appoint  a  deputy  to  attend  the  main  army, 
who  mail  lie  entitled  to  draw  provifions  uot  exceeding  two  rations  a 
•day,  and  to  fuch  other  reward  as  inay  be  dipulated  by  the  pod-mader- 
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general,  to  be  paid  as  heretofore  by  the  pay-mader-general,  upon  a  war¬ 
rant  from  the  commander  in  chief,  it  being  provided  that  the  amount 
of  fuch  rations  and  pay  lhall  not  exceed  the  allowance  which  was  made 
to  fuch  officer  by  an  act  of  Congrefs,  dated  the  1 1th  of  March,  1782; 
fuch  pay  to  commence  from  the  10th  of  March  lad,  when  Mr.  Alvey, 
late  pod-mader  with  the  main  army,  redgned. 

MqndaTj  April  7,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding'  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ters  and  Mr.  Gorham  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war,  in  concert  with  the  comman¬ 
der  in  chief,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  confider  and  report  to 
Congrefs,  as  lpeedily  as  may  be,  fuch  meafures  as  it  will  be  proper  to 
take  in  the  prefent  jundiure  for  reducing  the  expenfes  of  the  United 
States  in  the  war  department. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Floyd 
and  Mr.  Dyer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  old  of  March  from 
the  fecretary  at  war,  refpedting  a  claim  of  Morgan  Lewis,  Efq;  late 
deputy  quarter-mader,  to  the  permanent  rank  and  emoluments  of  a 
colonel  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  inform  Morgan  Lewis,  Efq; 
that  his  claim  to  permanent  rank,  and  to  be  confidered  as  retiring  un¬ 
der  the  refolutions  of  the  2  Id  of  October,  1780,  with  the  emoluments 
of  a  colonel,  cannot  confident  with  the  rules  heretofore  laid  down,  be 
admitted. 

-  TCT  - 


Wednesday  April  9,  1783. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ellfworth,  Mr.  Madifon  and  Mr. 
Fitzfimmons,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  report, 
that  an  amendment  be  made  in  the  report  on  finance,  by  inferting  the 
following  claufe  : 

“  That  certificates  for  intered  due  on  loans  and  other  liquidated 
debts  of  the  United  States,  to  be  granted  if  applied  for,  under  fuch 
regulations  as  Congrefs  fhall  edablidi,  fhall  be  received  as  fpecie,  in 
payment  of  the  faid  1,500,000  dollars. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dyer,  to  pod- 

pone  the  confideration  of  the  report,  in  order  to  confider  the  following 
amendment  :  ^ 

“  That  every  ftate  (hall  be  credited  out  of  the  laft  mentioned  re- 
venue  for  all  intered  by  them  to  be  hereafter  refpectively  paid  on  loan¬ 
ed!  ce  ceitificates,  and  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States 

f°r  poftponin£’  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir- 


Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

• 

qy] 

1 

* 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Higginsony 
Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

ay 

ay] 

ay} 

ay\ 

no^. 

1 

Rhode-Islandy 

-  ay 

Connecticut y 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 

Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Djery 

ay 

ay] 

lay 
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New-Tork, 

New- Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

Norib- Carolina, 
South -Carolina , 


Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  r.  Lee, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard , 


ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
no 
ay 
ay 
no 
no 
ay  j 

<y/J 

qy 


ay 

ay 

divided v. 
ay 


:1 


divided . 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  qaeftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Clark, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Clark, 


Massachusetts,  > 

Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut, 

New-Tork, 
New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

M dry  land, 
Virginia , 

North -Carolina, 
South-Carolina , 


Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Gorham, 

Mr.  Higginson, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Arnold, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Wolcott, 

Mr.  Dyer , 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  r.  S.  Lee, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard , 


j 

I 


no 
ay 
no 

°y 

ay 
ay 
no 
ay 
710 

no 
no 
ay 
no 
no 

710 

no 

710 

no  | 
no J 
no 
no 

710 

no 


ay 


ay 


710 


divided. 


no 


no 


!> 


no 


no 


no 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

The  queftion  being  taken  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  palled  in 
the  negative. 

Thursdat,  April  10,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Dyer 
and  Mr.  T.  S.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  23d  of  March, 
from  the  commander  in  chief: 
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Resolved ,  That  Gongrefs  are  fatisfied  with  the  reafons  which  have 
prevailed  with  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  tor  his  Hay. 
in  Europe,  and  his  confequent  abfence  from  his  command  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  and  have  a  high  fenfe  of  the  new  proofs  he  has 
exhibited  of  his  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  the  laid  Hates,  and  o£  his  conftant 
attachment  to  their  intereds  and  welfare. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hemfley,  Mr.  Ger- 
vais  and  Mr.  Fitzfimmons,  to  whom  were  referred  a  memorial  and  the 
accounts  of  Oliver  Pollock  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  three  invoices  of  goods  fhipped  by  O.  Pollock, 
for  account  of  the  United  States,  but  which  were  received  and  made 
ufe  of  by  the  Hate  of  Virginia,  amounting,  with  intereH  to  the  1ft  of 
March,  1783,  to  23, 288-|£  dollars,  be  admitted  in  the'  fettlement  of 
his  accounts  with  the  United  States  ;  but  that  he  be  obliged  to  pro¬ 
duce  vouchers  to  fhew  that  the  goods  in  invoice,  marked  G,  amounting, 
with  intereH,  to  the  lH  of  March,  1783,  to  the  fum  of  3177-|i  dol¬ 
lars,  was  before  credited  to  the  United  States,  and  that  until  he  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  vouchers,  this  fum  be  not  admitted. 

Resolved,  That  the  charge  of  1961  dollars,  for  damages  on  bills 
drawn  by  the  faid  O.  Pollock  upon  S.  and  J.  H.  Delap,  of  Bourdeaux, 
be  allowed,  provided  it  Hiall  appear  that  10,000  dollars,  which  was  the 
amount  of  the  bills  drawn,  were  at  the  time  of  drawing  due  to  the 
faid  Oliver  Pollock  by  the  United  States,  but  if  not,  that  damages  be 
allowed  for  the  fum  due  to  him  at  the  time  of  the  damage  fuHained, 
upon  proof  being  made  that  thofe  damages  were  actually  paid. 

Resolved ,  That  the  charge  of  1  600  dollars,  paid  to  William  Mur¬ 
ray,  for  his  attendance  on  Gongrefs  for  16  months,  together  with  the 
intereH  charged  thereon,  be  not  admitted. 

Resolved ,  That  the  charge  of  11,133||  dollars,  for  paper-money, 
be  not  admitted. 

Resolved ,  That  the  charge  for  damages  on  the  fale  of  his  eftate, 
and  the  charge  for  expenfes  in  coming  from  New-Orleans,  to  folicit 
the  fettlement  and  payment  of  his  accounts,  be  not  admitted. 

Friday ,  April  1  1,  1783. 

The  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of 
2  1H  January,  from  the  hon.  B.  Franklin,  with  an  agreement  between 
the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
the  minifler  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  majeHy,  on  the  20th  of 
January  lad,  relative  to  a  ceffation  of  hoflilities,  reported  the  draught 
of  a  proclamation,  as  follows  : 

By  the  United  States  of  America  in  Gongrefs  affembled. 

A  PROGLAMATIO  N, 

Declaring  the  ceffation  of  arms,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  agreed  upon 

between  the  United  States,  of  America  and  his  Britannic  majeHy  ; 
and  enjoining  the  obfervance  thereof. 

Whereas  provifional  articles  were  Hgned  at  Paris  on  the  30th  day 
of  November  lad,  between  the  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  treating  of  peace,  and  the  minifler  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  his  Britannic  majefly,  to  be  inferted  in,  and  to  conftitue  the 
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treaty  of  peace  propofed  to  be  concluded  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  his  Britannic  majedy,  when  terms  of  peace  fhould  be 
agreed  upon  between  their  mod  Chridian  and  Britannic  majedies  :  and 
whereas,  preliminaries  for  redoring  peace  between  their  mod  Chridian 
and  Britannic  majedies  were  figned  at  Verfailles,  on  the  20th  day  of 
January  lad,  by  the  miniders  of  their  mod  Chridian  and  Britannic 
majedies  :  and  whereas  preliminaries  for  redoring  peace  between  the 
laid  king  ot  Great-Britain  and  the  king  ot  Spain,  were  alfo  dgned 
at  Verfailles  on  the  fame  20th  day  of  January  lad  : 

By  which  laid  preliminary  articles  it  hath  been  agreed,  that  as  foon 
as  the  lame  were  ratified,  hodilities  between  the  laid  kings,  their  king¬ 
doms,  dates  and  fubje&s,  diould  ceafe  in  all  parts  of  the  world  ;  and 
it  was  further  agreed,  that  all  vedels  and  effects  that  might  be  taken 
in  the  channel  and  in  the  North-feas,  after  the  fpace  of  12  days  from 
the  ratification  of  the  faid  preliminary  articles,  fhould  be  redored  ; 
that  t lie  term  fhould  be  one  month  from  the  channel  and  North-feas 
as  far  as  the  Canary  idands,  inclufively,  whether  in  the  ocean  or  the 
Mediterranean  ;  two  months  from  the  faid  Canary  iflands  as  far  as  the 
equino&ial  line  or  equator:  and  ladly,  five  months  in  all  other  parts 
of  the  world,  without  any  exception  or  more  particular  defeription  of 
time  or  place  :  and  whereas  it  was  declared  by  the  minider  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  in  the  name  and  by  the  exprefs 
order  of  the  king  his  mader,  on  the  faid  20th  day  of  January  lad,  that 
the  faid  United  States  of  America,  their  fubjedts  and  their  podeffions, 
diallbe  comprized  in  the  above-mentioned  fufpenfion  of  arms,  at  the  fame 
epochs,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  three  crowns  above-mentioned, 
their  iubjedts  and  pofiedions  refpedtively  ;  upon  condition,  that  on  the 
part  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a  fimilar  de¬ 
claration  (Trail  be  delivered,  exprefsly  declaring  their  afient  to  the  faid 
fufpenfion  of  arms,  and  containing  an  afiurance  of  the  mod  perfeCt  re¬ 
ciprocity  ©n  their  part :  and  whereas  the  miniders  plenipotentiary  of 
thefe  United  States,  did,  on  the  20th  day  of  January,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  faid  United  States,  accept  the  faid  declaration, 
and  declare  that  the  faid  dates  (hould  caufe  all  hodilities  to  ceafe 
againd  his  Britannic  majedy,  his  fubjedts  and  his  pofiedions,  at  the 
terms  and  epochs  agreed  upon  between  his  faid  majedy  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain,  his  majedy  the  king  of  France,  and  his  majedy  the  king  of 
Spain,  fo  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  had  been  agreed  upon  between 
thofe  three  crowns,  and  to  produce  the  fame  effects  :  and  whereas  the 
ratifications  of  the  faid  preliminary  articles,  between  their  mod  Chrif¬ 
tian  and  Britannic  majedies,  were  exchanged  by  their  miniders  on  the 
3d  day  of  February  lad  ;  and  between  his  Britannic  majedy  and  the 
king  of  Spain,  on  the  9th  day  of  February  lad:  and  whereas  it  is  our 
will  and  pleafurc,  that  the  ceffation  of  hodilities  between  the  United 
Sates  of  America  and  his  Britannic  majedy,  diould  be  conformable  to 
the  epochs  fixed  between  their  mod  Chridian  and  Britannic  majedies: 

We  have  thought  fit  to  make  known  the  fame  to  the  citizens  of 
thefe  dates  ;  and  we  hereby  dridtly  charge  and  command  all  our  offi¬ 
cers,  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  other  fubjedts  of  thefe  United  States, 
to  forbear  all  acts  of  hodility,  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  againd  his 
Britannic  majedy  or  his  fubjedts,  from  and  after  the  refpedtive  times 
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agreed  upon  between  their  moll:  Chriftian  and  Britannic  -majefties,  as 
aforefaid. 

And  we  do  farther  require  all  governors  and  others,  the  executive 
powers  of  thefe  United  States  refpettively,  to  caufe  this  our  procla¬ 
mation  to  be  made  public,  to  the  end  that  the  fame  may  be  duly  ob- 
ferved  within  their  feveral  jurifdi&ions. 

Done  in  Congrefs,  See. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  proclamation,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpsh  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New-York, 
New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

Nortb-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr.  White, 

Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Higgins  on , 
Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 
Mr.  Wolcott , 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  7".  iS.  Lee, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard, 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Tuesdat,  April  15,  1783. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  articles  agreed  upon  at  Paris, 
on  the  30th  day  of  November  laft,  entitled  “  Articles  agreed  upon  by 
and  between  Richard  Ofwald,  Efq;  the  commiffioner  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  for  treating  of  peace  with  the  commiffioners  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  behalf  of  his  faid  majefty  on  the  one  part,  and 
John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay  and  Henry  Laurens,  four 
of  the  commiffioners  of  the  faid  ftates,  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
commiffioner  of  his  faid  majefty,  on  their  behalf,  on  the  other  part ; 
to  be  inferted  in,  and  to  conftitute  the  treaty  of  peace  propofed  to  be 
concluded  between  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  and  the  faid  United 
States ;  but  which  treaty  is  not  to  be  concluded  until  terms  of  peace 
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fhaH.be  agreed  upon  between  Great-Britain  and  France,  and  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majehy  fliall  be  ready  to  conclude  fuch  treaty  accordingly 
and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  agent  of  marine  caufe  all  the  naval  prifoners  to 
be  fet  at  liberty. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  commander  in  chief  be^  and  he  is  hereby  m- 
fh  ucled  to  make  the  pioper  arrangements  with  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Britilh  forces,  for  receiving  poffeffion  of  the  polls  in  the  United 
States  occupied  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majehy  ;  and  for  obtain¬ 
ing  the  delivery  ol  all  Negroes  and  other  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Britilh  forces,  or  any  fub- 
jedls  of,  or  adherents  to  his  faid  Britannic  majelly  ;  and  that  the  fe- 
cretary  at  war,  in  conjunction  with  the  commander  in  chief,  take  pro¬ 
per  arrangements  for  letting  at  liberty  all  land  prifoners. 

When  the  foregoing  refolution  was  under  debate,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Clark,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dyer,  to  ftrike  out  the  words 
ct  in  conjunction  with  the  commander  in  chief:” 

And  on  the  quehion,  fliall  thole  words  hand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 


Ne  w -  Ha  mpshire , 

Mr. 

White, 

no 

r*  * 

) 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Holten , 

ay  \ 

Mr. 

Gorham, 

ay  < 

:  ay 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr. 

Arnold, 

ay  \ 

!>  * 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Ellsworth, 

no  7 

Mr. 

Dyer, 

>  no 
no  \ 

New -York , 

Mr. 

Floyd, 

ay} 

Mr. 

Hamilton, 

ay  [ 

New- Jersey, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Boudinot , 

Clark, 

ay} 
no  < 

►  divided . 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr. 

Fitzsim  mens, 

ay  } 

.  ay 

Mr. 

Peters, 

ay  < 

Delaware, 

Mr. 

Bedford, 

ay  )>  * 

Maryland , 

Mr. 

r.  S.  Lee, 

ay') 

-  ay 

Mr. 

Carroll, 

ay  \ 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Jones, 

ay  1 

f 

Mr. 

Madison, 

ay 

[ay 

Mr. 

Bland, 

ay  J 

North -Carolina , 

Mr. 

Hawkins, 

ay) 

'  ay 

Mr. 

Williamson , 

ay 5 

South -Carolina, 

Mr. 

Rutledge, 

ayl 

| 

Mr. 

Izard, 

ay 

Mr.  Gervais ,  ay  J 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Wednesday  April  16,  1783. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Bland,  to 
re-confider  the  refolution  paffed  yeherday,  viz.  u  That  the  commander 
in  chief,”  See.  to  the  end,  in  order  to  take  into  conlideration  the  fol¬ 
lowing  propofition  in  lieu  thereof,  viz. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  enter  into  preparatory 
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arrangements,  relative  to  the  7th  article  of  the  laid  treaty,  with  the 
commanders  in  chief  of  the  Rritifh  land  and  naval  forces  in  America 
And  on  the  queftion,  to  re-confidcr  for  the  purpole  above-mention¬ 
ed,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsh  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-York, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South -Carolina , 


Mr.  White , 

Mr.  Hoi  ten , 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr,  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  r.  &  Lee, 
Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais, 


no 


no 


no 


ay 


\ded. 


ay 


ay 


ay 


So  the  queflion  was  loft. 


Thursday,  April  17,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Wolcott  and  Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  letter  of  the  14th,  from  the  fecretary  at  war  : 

Resolved,  That  immediate  meafures  be  taken  for  the  fale  of  all  the 
dragoon  horfes  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  of  all  fuch  arti¬ 
cles  in  the  feveral  military  departments,  as  may  not  be  neceffary  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army,  previous  to  its  reduction,  or  for  the  formation  of 
magazines  on  a  peace  eftablifhment. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  revenue,  when 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gervais,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dyer,  to  ftrike 
out  the  duty  of  -^-th  of  a  dollar  per  buftiel  upon  fait  : 

And  on  the  queftion,  fhall  that  part  of  the  report  ftand  ?  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gervais, 


New -Ha  mpsb  i  re, 

Mr.  White, 

no 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Holten, 

no  > 

Mr.  Gorham, 

no  5 

Rhode -Island, 

Mr.  Collins, 

no  1 

Mr.  Arnold, 

no  \ 
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Connecticut , 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 

no] 

) 

Mr.  Dyer , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

no  1 

►  no 

) 

New-York , 

qy  ] 

I  ay 

Mr.  Hamilton , 

ay  1 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Boudinot, 

ay- 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

no 

cry 

.ay 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

ay] 

1  ay 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

ay  < 

Delaware , 

Mr.  M‘Comb , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

ay  ] 

[  ay 

Maryland , 

ay\ 

Mr.  r.  5.  Lee , 

ay] 

f 

[  ay 

Mr.  Carroll, 

ay  < 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jones , 

ay * 

f 

| 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

% 

>qy 

North -Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

no  ] 

r 

Mr.  Williamson, 

no  < 

-  no 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 

no" 

j 

Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Gervais , 

qy 

no 

y  no 

So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  that  claufe,  as  well  as  the  bounty  of 
of  a  dollar  per  quintal  of  dried  fifh,  and  of  a  like  fum  per  barrel 
of  beef  or  pork  exported,  were  ftruck  out. 

F rib  at ,  April  18,  1783. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  finance,  and 
the  following  paragraph  being  under  debate  : 

“  That  as  a  further  mean,  as  well  of  haftening  the  extinguifhment  of 
the  debts,  as  of  eftablilhing  the  harmony  of  the  United  States,  it  be 
recommended,  to  the  ftates  which  have  palled  no  adls  towards  comply¬ 
ing  with  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  6th  of  September  and  10th 
of  Odlober,  1780,  relative  to  territorial  ceftions,  to  make  the  liberal 
ceftions  therein  recommended  ;  and  to  the  ftates  which  may  have  paf- 
fed  a£ls  complying  with  the  faid  refolutions  in  part  only,  to  revife  and 
complete  fuch  compliance. ” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Rutledge,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words  u  and  to  the  ftates  which  may  have  palled  adls 
complying  with  the  faid  refolutions  in  part  only,  to  revife  and  com¬ 
plete  fuch  compliance 

And  on  the  queftion,  fhall  thofe  words  Hand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Bland, 


New -Hampshire , 

Mr.  White, 

* 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Holten, 

ay] 

| 

Mr.  Osgood, 

ay  1 

>qy 

Mr.  Gorham, 

qy  | 

Mr.  Higgins  on , 

qyj 

I 

Rbode-Island, 

Mr.  Collins, 

qy\ 

ay 

Mr.  Arnold, 

qy  j 
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Connecticut , 
New-York , 

1 Vew-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North ‘Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr.  Ellsworth , 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  MHomb, 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Haivkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais, 


ay 


ay 


■Ar  of  a  dollar, 
do. 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congrefs  proceeded  in  the  conlideration  of  the  report,  and  fiindry 
amendments  being  made, 

Resolved  by  nine  hates,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral 
hates,  as  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  rehoration  of  public  credit, 
and  to  the  punctual  and  honorable  difcharge  of  the  public  debts,  to  in- 
veh  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alTembled,  with  a  power  to  levy 
for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  the  following  duties  upon  goods  im¬ 
ported  into  the  faid  hates  from  any  foreign  port,  ifland  or  plantation  : 
Upon  all  rum  of  Jamaica  proof  per  gallon, 

Upon  all  other  fpirituous  liquors, 

Upon  Madeira  wine, 

Upon  all  other  wines, 

Upon  common  bohea  tea  per  pound, 

Upon  all  other  teas, 

Upon  pepper  per  pound, 

Upon  brown  fugar  per  pound, 

Upon  loaf  fugar  per  pound, 

Upon  all  other  fugars, 

Upon  molaffes  per  gallon, 

Upon  cocoa  and  coffee  per  pound, 

Upon  all  other  goods,  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  at  the  time 
and  place  of  importation. 


3 

9  0 

1  2 

90 

6 

9  0 

JL 

9  0 
_2  4 
9  0 
3_ 

9  0 

^90 

2 

9  0 

JL 

9a 

l 

To 

l 

To 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Provided,  that  none  of  the  faid  duties  fhall  be  applied  to  any  other 
purpofe  than  the  difcharge  of  the  intereh  or  principal  of  the  debts 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States, for  fupporting  the  war, 
agreeably  to  the  refolution  of  the  16th  day  of  December  lah,  nor  be 
continued  for  a  longer  term  than  25  years:  and  provided,  that  the 
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collectors  of  the  faid  duties  (hall  be  appointed  by  the  dates,  within 
which  their  offices  are  to  be  refpedively  exercifed,  but  when  fo  ap¬ 
pointed,  lhall  be  amenable  to,  and  removeable  by  the  United  States 
m  Congrefs  affembled,  alone  ;  and  in  cafe  any  date  (hall  not  make  fuch 
appointment  within  one  month  after  notice  given  for  that  purpofe,  the 

appointment  may  then  be  made  by  the  United  States  in  Conareis  af¬ 
fembled  :  ^ 

That  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  feveral  dates,  to  edabliffi 
for  a  term  limited  to  25  years,  and  to  appropriate  to  the  dilcharge  of 
the  intered  and  principal  of  the  debts  contracted  on  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  tor  fupporting  the  war,  fubdantial  and  effectual  revenues 
of  tuch  nature  as  they  may  judge  mod  convenient,  tor  fupplying  their 
refpeaive  proportions  of  1,500,000  dollars  annually,  exclulive  of  the 
aforementioned  duties,  which  proportion  lhall  be  fixed  and  equalized, 
itom  time  to  time,  according  to  the  rule  which  is  or  may  be  prefcribed 
be  the  articles  ot  confederation  ;  and  in  cate  the  revenues  edablilhed 
by  any  date,  lhall  at  any  time  yield  a  turn  exceeding  its  aCtual  propor¬ 
tion,  the  excefs  lhall  be  refunded  to  it  ;  and  in  cafe  the  revenues  of 
any  date  lhall  be  found  to  be  deficient,  the  immediate  deficiency  thall 
be  made  up  by  fuch  date  with  as  little  delay  as  poffibie,  and  a  future 
deficiency  guarded  againd  by  an  enlargement  of  the  revenues  eftablifh- 
ed  :  provided,  that  until  the  rule  ot  the  confederation  can  be  carried 
into  practice,  the  proportions  of  the  faid  1,500,000  dollars  thall  be  as 
follows,  4viz. 


New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Illand, 
Connecticut, 
New-Y  ork, 
New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, 


52,708 
224,427 
32,318 
132,091 
128,243 
83,358 
205,189 


Delaware,  22,443 

Maryland,  141,517 

Virginia,  256,487 

North-Carolina,  109,006 
South-Carolina,  96,183 
Georgia,  1 6,030 


The  faid  lad  mentioned  revenues  to  be  collected  byperfons  appoint¬ 
ed  as  aforefaid,  but  to  be  carried  to  the  feparate  credit  of  the  dates 
within  which  they  lhall  be  collected. 

That  an  annual  account  of  the  proceeds  and  application  of  all  the 
aforementioned  revenues,  lhall  be  made  out  and  tranfmitted  to  the  fe- 
vcral  dates,  didinguilhing  the  proceeds  of  each  of  the  fpecified  articles, 
and  the  amount  ot  the  whole  revenue  received  from  each  date,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  allowances  made  to  the  feveral  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  faid  revenues. 

That  none  of  the  preceding  refolutions  (hall  take  effeCt  until  all  of 
them  lhall  be  acceded  to  by  every  date,  after  which  unanimous  accef- 
lion,  however,  they  lhall  be  confidered  as  forming  a  mutual  compaCt 
among  all  the  dates,  and  lhall  be  irrevocable  by  any  one  or  more  of 
them  without  the  concurrence  of  the  whole,  or  of  a  majority  of  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  afiembled. 

That  as  a  further  mean,  as  well  of  hadening  the  extinguilhment  of 
the  debts,  as  ot  edablidiing  the  harmony  of  the  United  States,  it  be 
recommended,  to  the  dates  which  have  paffed  no  aCts  towards  comply¬ 
ing  with  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  6th  of  September  and  loth 
of  OCtober,  1780,  relative  to  the  ceffion  of  territorial  claims,  to  make 


the  liberal  ceflions  therein  recommended,  and  to  the  dates  which  may 
have  palled  ads  complying  with  the  laid  reiolutions  in  part  only,  to 
revile  and  complete  fuch  compliance. 

That  as  a  more  convenient  and  certain  rule  of  afcertaining  the  pro¬ 
portions  to  be  fupplyed  by  the  dates  refpedively  to  the  common  trea- 
fury,  the  following  alteration  in  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per¬ 
petual  union,  between  thefe  dates  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  agreed 
to  in  Congrefs  ;  and  the  feveral  dates  are  adviled  to  authorize  their 
refpedive  delegates  to  fubfcribe  and  ratify  the  fame  as  part  of  the  faid 
indrument  of  union,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

So  much  of  the  Sth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union  between  the  thirteen  dates  of  America,  as  is  contained  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit  : 

“  All  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expenfes  that  (hall  be  incurred 
for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  in  Congrefs  alfembled,  fhall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common 
treafury,  which  fin  all  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  dates  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  all  land  within  each  date  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any 
perfon,  as  fuch  land  and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon,  fhall 
be  edimated  according  to  fuch  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled  diall,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  appoint,’’  is  hereby  revo¬ 
ked  and  made  void  ;  and  in  place  thereof  it  is  declared  and  concluded, 
that  the  fame  having  been  agreed  to  in  a  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  that  all  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expenfes  that  have  been 
or  fhall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and 
allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  except  fo  far  as 
fhall  be  otherwife  provided  for,  fhall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common 
treafury,  which  fhall  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  hates  in  proportion  to 
the  whole  number  of  white  and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants,  of 
every  age,  fex  and  condition,  including  thofe  bound  to  fervitude  for 
a  term  of  years,  and  -Jths  of  all  other  perfons  not  comprehended  in  the 
foregoing  defcription,  except  Indians,  not  paying  taxes,  in  each  hate  ; 
which  number  fhall  be  triennially  taken  and  tranfmitted  to  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  alfembled,  in  fuch  mode  as  they  fhall  direct  and 
appoint. 

On  the  quehion  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  act,  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Arnold, 


New- Ha  mpsbi  re, 
Massachusetts , 


Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New -York) 
New-Jersey , 


Vox..  VIII. 


Mr. 

White , 

ay  )>ay 

Mr. 

Holten , 

OJ~) 

Mr. 

Osgood , 

ay  t 

>ay 

Mr. 

Gorham , 

ay  f 

Mr. 

Higgins  on , 

no  J 

Mr. 

Collins , 

no 

no 

Mr. 

Arnold , 

no  ) 

Mr. 

Ellsworth , 

ay\ 

ay 

Mr. 

Dyer , 

ay  $ 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Floyd , 

Ham  il  toil) 

“y7 

no  \ 

■J 

divided , 

Mr. 

Boudinot , 

Mr. 

Clark f 

ay  l 

ay 

Mr. 

Condict , 

V  J 

T 


~,'M- '  Yf:  -d 
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Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 

ay\  av 

Mr.  Peters , 

«AV 

Delaware, 

Mr.  MHomb, 

Mr.  Bedford , 

*Aay 

Maryland , 

Mr.  T.  S.  Lee , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

ay\  y 

Virginia , 

Mr.  He  ms  ley, 

ay\ 

Mr.  Madison , 

ay 

Mr.  Bland , 

ayY  y 

Mr.  Mercer, 

ay  J 

Nortb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

ayX  av 

Mr.  Williamson , 

>  ay 

“yS 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

ay) 

Mr.  Izard , 

ay  Kay 

Mr.  Gervais , 

ay) 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

AIondat ,  April  21,  1783. 

On  a  report  from  the  agent  of  marine,  to  whom  was  referred  a  me¬ 
morial  of  John  Thompfon  : 

Resolved ,  That  all  accounts  of  perfons  in  the  marine-department 
for  pay,  depreciation  or  arrearages,  be  adj  ufted  by  the  commiffioner 
for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  marine-department. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  was  read, 
enclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  20th,  from  the  minifter  of  France, 
requefting  the  loan  of  the  fhip  Due  de  Lauzun,  for  the  purpofe  of  car¬ 
rying  home  the  French  troops  now  in  this  country;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  back  to  the  i'uperintend- 
ant  of  finance,  and  that  he  take  order  for  complying  with  the  requeft 
of  the  honorable  the  minifter  of  France. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Fitzfim- 
mons  and  Mr.  Higginfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  llth> 
from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  take  order  for  the 
fale  of  the  Ihip  Due  de  Lauzun,  after  the  fervice  for  which  file  is  lent 
to  the  minifter  of  France  is  performed. 

On  the  requeft  of  colonel  M.  Ogden,  of  the  New-Jerfey  line,  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  approbation  of  the  commander  in  chief: 

Resolved,  That  colonel  M.  Ogden,  of  the  New-Jerfey  line,  have 
leave  to  go  to  Europe. 

Tuesday,  April  22,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Wil- 
liamfon  and  Mr.  Holten,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  15th, 
from  Thomas  Edifon  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  balance,  if  any  of  the  500  dollars  ordered  to  Thomas 
Edifon  on  the  3d  of  September,  1782,  including  what  he  has  received 
fince  the  23d  day  of  April,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Ellfworth,  Mr.  Wil- 
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liamfon  and  Mr.  Clark,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  2 2d  of 
June,  1781,  from  Dr.  George  Gilmer  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  account  of  Dr.  Gilmer  for  pay  and  rations,  be 
fettled  on  the  fame  principles  as  the  accounts  of  other  hofpital-furge- 
ons  of  the  fame  rank,  according  to  the  time  he  fhall  appear  to  have 
been  employed  in  the  public  fervice  ;  and  that  the  purveyor-general 
return  to  Dr.  Gilmer  a  quantity  of  medicine  equal  to  what  he  expend¬ 
ed  out  of  his  private  (lores,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  hofpital  un¬ 
der  his  care. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretarylay  before  Congrefs  on  every  Monday, 
a  lift  of  all  the  committees  which  have  been  appointed  at  any  time  be¬ 
fore  the  preceding  week,  and  have  not  reported  ;  and  thatfuch  commit¬ 
tees  be  then  called  on  to  ftate  the  reafons  why  they  have  not  reported. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conftderation  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
on  the  letter  from  Mr.  Pollock : 

And  on  the  queftion,  for  allowing  him  a  falary  of  2000  dollars  per 
annum,  as  continental  agent  for  five  years,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Ellfworth, 


New- Ha  mpsh  i  re , 

Mr.  White , 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 

New-York , 

Mr.  Floyd , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Condict , 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Peters , 

Delaware , 

Mr.  MS  Comb) 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Maryland , 

Mr.  T*.  6*.  Lee, 
Mr.  Carr  oil, 

Mr.  Hemsleyy 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 
Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Mercer, 

North-Carol  ina. 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge , 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais , 

South-Carolinay 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

Ordered ,  That  the  farther  conftderation  of  the 


no 


ay 


?20  }>  * 
no  1 
ay  >no 
no  J 

710 

no 

no  * 
ay 
ay 

\  divided . 
no  3 

ay  1 

ay  lay 
ay) 
ay 
ay 
ay 

ay  f  ay 
ay 

<*/} 

ay  L 

Z  r 

aj_\ 

£  divided . 
no  \ 

ayl 

ay  lay 

V  ) 


,5  ay 

1 


report  be  poftponed. 
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Wednesday  April  23,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Wil- 
fon,  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  memorial  of  brigadier-general  Hazen,  in  behalf  of  himfelf, 
officers  and  others,  Canadian  refugees  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  memorialid  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  retain 
a  lively  fenfe  of  the  fervices  the  Canadian  officers  and  men  have  ren¬ 
dered  the  United  States,  and  that  they  are  ferioudy  difpofed  to  re¬ 
ward  them  for  their  virtuous  fufferings  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  : 

That  they  be  farther  informed,  that  whenever  Congrefs  can  confif- 
tently  make  grants  of  land,  they  will  reward  in  this  way  as  far  as  may 
be  confident,  the  officers,  men  and  others,  refugees  from  Canada. 

That  fo  much  of  the  memorial  as  relates  to  the  payment  of  interefl 
on  the  certificates  of  the  officers  and  men,  be  referred  to  the  fuperin- 
tendant  of  finance  to  take  order. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Madifon  and  Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  letter  of  the  18th,  from  the  commander  in  chief : 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  the  time  of  the  men  en¬ 
gaged  to  ferve  during  the  war,  does  not  expire  until  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  : 

That  fuch  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  private  foldiers  of 
the  above  defcription,  as  continue  in  fervice  to  that  period,  {hall  be 
allowed  their  fire-arms  and  accoutrements,  as  an  extra  reward  for  their 
long  and  faithful  fervices  : 

That  Congrefs,  neverthelefs,  leave  it  to  the  diferetion  of  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  if  circumdances  diall  require  it,  to  grant  furloughs  or 
difeharges  to  thofe  men,  as  he  may  judge  mod  expedient. 

Ordered ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re-committed. 

Thursdat ,  April  24,  1783. 

A  memorial  of  Ignace  Penet,  late  a  lieutenant  in  colonel  Armand’s 
corps,  and  a  report  from  the  fecretary  at  war  thereon,  being  read  : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 

Ordered ,  That  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  fuperintendant  of 
finance,  and  that  it  be  left  to  his  diferetion  to  aft  therein  as  he  may 
conceive  mod  proper. 

The  fecretarv  for  foreign  affairs,  having  communicated  to  Congrefs 
a  letter  of  the  14th  of  April  to  him  from  fir  GuyCarleton  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  letter  from  fir  Guy  Carleton,  be  referred  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  lie  take  fuch  meafures  for  carrying 
into  effeft  the  leveral  matters  therein  mentioned,  as  to  him  ffiall  leem 
expedient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gervais,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Ordered ,  That  the  memorial  of  lieutenant  Lidon,  praying  for  200 
dollars,  on  account  of  pay  due  to  him,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Sonth-Carolina,  be  referred  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance, 
and  that  it  be  left  to  his  diferetion  to  aft  therein  as  he  may  conceive 
mod  proper. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Fitzfimmons,  Mr. 
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Ellfworth  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  whom  was  referred  amotion  of  Mr. 

Hamilton  relative  to  the  fouthern  army  :  . 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  and  the  fuperintendant  ot 
finance,  take  immediate  raeafures  for  removing  the  lines  of  Virginia, 
Maryland  and  Fennfylvania,  together  with  the  corps  of  artillery  and 
cavalry  now  under  the  command  of  major-general  Greene,  to  fuch  pla¬ 
ces  within  their  refpedtive  dates  as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  above  refolution,  the  }reas  and  nays 

being  required  by  Mr.  Rutledge, 


New-Hampshi  re , 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 
New-Tork , 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 
Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North -Carolina, 
South-Car  olin  a , 


Mr.  White, 

ay 

Mr.  Osgood, 

ay 

Mr.  Gorham, 

ay 

Mr.  Higgins  on , 

ay 

Mr.  Collins, 

ay 

Mr.  Arnold, 

ay 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  MsComb, 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  He  ms  ley, 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Fee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  GerVais, 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


no 


/ 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.Madifon,  Mr.  Ellfworth  and  Mr. 
Hamilton,  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  dates,  to  accompany 
the  a 61  of  the  18th  of  this  month,  reported  a  draught,  which  being 
read  and  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Address  to  the  States,  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled . 

The  profpe6t  which  has  for  fome  time  exided,  and  which  is  now 
happily  realized,  of  a  fuccefsful  termination  of  the  war,  together  with 
the  critical  exigencies  of  public  affairs,  have  made  it  the  duty  of  Con- 
grefs  to  review  and  provide  for  the  debts  which  the  war  has  left  upon 
the  United  States,  and  to  look  forward  to  the  means  of  obviating 
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dangers  which  may  interrupt  the  harmony  and  tranquility  of  the  con¬ 
federacy.  The  refult  of  their  mature  and  folemn  deliberations  on  thefe 
great  objedls,  is  contained  in  their  feveral  recommendations  of  the  18th 
init.  herewith  tranfmitted.  Although  thefe  recommendations  fpeak 
themfelves  the  principles  on  which  they  are  founded,  as  well  as  the 
ends  which  they  propofe,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  enter  into  a  few 
explanations  and  remarks,  in  order  to  place  in  a  ftronger  view  the  ne- 
celhty  of  complying  with  them. 

The  firfh  meafure  recommended  is,  efFe&ual  provifion  for  the  debts 
of  the  United  States.  The  amount  of  thefe  debts,  as  far  as  they  can 
now  be  afcertained,  is  42,000,375  dollars,  as  will  appear  by  the  fche- 
clule  No.  1.  To  difcharge  the  the  principal  of  this  aggregate  debt  at 
once,  or  in  any  fhort  period,  is  evidently  not  within  the  compafs  of 
our  refources  ;  and  even  if  it  could  be  accomplifhed,  the  eafe  of  the 
community  would  require  that  the  debt  itfelf  fhould  be  left  to  a  courfc 
of  gradual  extinguifhment,  and  certain  funds  be  provided  for  paying, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  annual  intereft.  The  amount  of  the  annual  in¬ 
tereft,  as  will  appear  by  the  paper  laft  referred  to,  is  computed  to  be 
2,415,956  dollars.  Funds,  therefore,  which  will  certainly  and  punc¬ 
tually  produce  this  annual  fum  at  leaf!,  muff  be  provided. 

In  deviling  thefe  funds,  Congrefs  did  not  overlook  the  mode  of  Ap¬ 
plying  the  common  treafury,  provided  by  the  articles  of  confederation  ; 
but  after  the  moft  refpe&ful  confideration  of  that  mode,  they  were 
conftrained  to  regard  it  as  inadequate  and  inapplicable  to  the  form  in¬ 
to  which  the  public  debt  muft  be  thrown.  The  delays  and  uncertain¬ 
ties  incident  to  a  revenue  to  be  effablifhed  and  collected,  from  time 
to  time,  by  thirteen  independent  authorities,  is  at  firft  view  irreconcil¬ 
able  with  the  punctuality  eftential  in  the  difcharge  of  the  intereft  of 
a  national  debt.  Our  own  experience,  after  making  every  allowance 
for  tranfient  impediments,  has  been  a  fufficient  illuftration  of  this  truth. 
Some  departure,  therefore,  in  the  recommendations  of  Congrefs,  from 
the  federal  conftitution,  "was  unavoidable  ;  but  it  will  be  found  to  be 
as  fmall  as  could  be  reconciled  with  the  object  in  view,  and  to  be  fup- 
ported  belides  by  folid  confiderations  of  intereft  and  found  policy. 

The  fund  which  firft  prefented  itfelf  on  this,  as  it  did  on  a  for¬ 
mer  oecalion,  was  a  tax  on  imports.  The  realons  which  recom¬ 
mended  this  branch  of  revenue,  have  heretofore  been  ftated  in  an 
aft,  of  which  a  copy,  No.  2,  is  now  forwarded,  and  need  not  be  here  re¬ 
peated.  It  will  lufhce  to  recapitulate,  that  taxes  on  confumption 
are  always  leaft  burdenfome,  becaufe  they  are  leaf!  felt,  and  are 
borne  too,  by  thole  who  are  both  willing  and  abfe  to  pay  them  ;  that, 
of  all  taxes  on  confumption,  thofe  on  foreign  commerce  are  moft  com¬ 
patible  with  the  genius  and  policy  of  free  flates  ;  that  from  the  rela¬ 
tive  pofitions  of  fome  of  the  more  commercial  ftates,  it  will  be  impof- 
iible  to  bring  this  efTential  rcfourcc  into  ufe  without  a  concerted  uni¬ 
formity  ;  that  this  uniformity  cannot  be  concerted  through  any  chan¬ 
nel  lb  properly  as  through  Congrefs,  nor  for  any  purpofe  fo  aptly  as 
for  paying  the  debts  of  a  revolution,  from  which  an  unbounded  free¬ 
dom  has  accrued  to  commerce. 

In  renewing  this  propofition  to  the  ftates,  we  have  not  been  unmind¬ 
ful  of  the  objedlions  which  heretofore  fruftrated  the  unanimous  adop- 
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tion  of  it.  We  have  limited  the  duration  of  the  revenue  to  the  term 
of  25  years;  and  we  have  left  to  the  hates  themfelves  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  officers  who  are  to  colled  it.  If  the  ftri At  maxims  ol  na¬ 
tional  credit  alone  were  to  be  confulted,  the  revenue  ought  manifeftly 
to  be  co-exiftent  with  the  objed  of  it,  and  the  collection  placed  in  every 
rcfped  under  that  authority  which  is  to  difpenfe  the  former,  and  is  re- 
fponfible  for  the  latter.  Thefe  relaxations  will,  we  truft,  be  regarded 
on  one  hand,  as  the  effect  of  a  difpofition  in  Gongrefs  to  attend  at 
all  times  to  the  fentiments  of  thofe  whom  they  ferve,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  as  a  proof  of  their  anxious  defire  that  provifion  may  be  made  in 
fome  way  or  other  for  an  honorable  and  juft  fulfilment  of  the  engage¬ 
ments  which  they  have  formed. 

To  render  this  fund  as  productive  as  poffible,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  narrow  the  room  for  collufions  and  frauds,  it  has  been  judged  an 
improvement  of  the  plan,  to  recommend  a  liberal  duty  on  fuch  articles 
as  are  moft  fufceptible  of  a  tax  according  to  their  quantity,  and  are  of 
moft  equal  and  general  confumption  ;  leaving  all  other  articles,  as  here¬ 
tofore  propofed,  to  be  taxed  according  to  their  value. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is  computed  to  be  915,956  dollars.  The 
eftimates  on  which  the  computation  is  made,  are  detailed  in  paper 
No.  3.  Accuracy  in  the  firft  effay  on  fo  complex  and  fluctuating  a  fub- 
je At  is  no  to  be  expeded.  It  is  pre famed  to  be  as  near  the  truth  as  the 
defedt  of  proper  materials  would  admit. 

The  refidue  of  the  computed  intereft  is  1,500,000  dollars,  and  is 
referred  to  the  ftates  to  be  provided  for  by  fuch  funds  as  they  may 
judge  moft  convenient.  Here  again  the  ftrid  maxims  of  public  cre¬ 
dit  gave  way  to  the  defire  of  Gongrefs  to  conform  to  the  fentiments  of 
their  conftituents.  It  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  however,  with  refped 
to  this  portion  of  the  revenue,  that  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  Rip- 
plied,  varies  fo  little  from  that  pointed  out  in  the  articles  of  confede¬ 
ration,  and  the  variations  are  fo  conducive  to  the  great  objeCt  propo¬ 
fed,  that  a  ready  and  unqualified  compliance  on  the  part  of  the  ftates 
may  be  the  more  juftly  expeded.  In  fixing  the  quotas  of  this  fum, 
Gongrefs,  as  may  be  well  imagined,  were  guided  by  very  imperfed 
lights,  and  fome  inequalities  may  confequently  have  enfued.  Thefe, 
however,  can  be  but  temporary,  and  as  far  as  they  may  exift  at  all, 
will  be  redreffed  by  a  retrofpedive  adjuftment,  as  foon  as  a  conftitu- 
tional  rule  can  be  applied. 

The  neceffity  of  making  the  two  foregoing  provifions  one  indivifible 
and  irrevocable  ad,  is  apparent.  Without  the  firft  quality,  partial 
provifion  only  might  be  made  where  complete  provifion  is  effentia!  ; 
nay,  as  fome  ftates  might  prefer  and  adopt  one  of  the  funds  only,  and 
the  other  ftates  the  other  fund  only,  it  might  happen  that  no  provifion 
at  all  would  be  made  :  without  the  fecond  a  (ingle  ftate  out  of  the 
thirteen  might  at  any  time  involve  the  nation  in  bankruptcy,  the  mere 
pradicability  of  which  would  be  a  fatal  bar  to  the  eftablilhment  of 
national  credit.  Inftead  of  enlarging  on  thefe  topics,  two  obfervations 
are  fubmitted  to  the  juftice  and  wifdom  of  the  legiftatures.  Firft: 
The  prefent  creditors,  or  rather  the  domeftic  part  of  them,  having 
either  made  their  loans  for  a  period  which  has  expired,  or  having  be- 
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come  creditors  in  the  fir  ft  inftance  involuntarily,  are  entitled  on  the 
clear  principles  of  juftice  and  good  faith,  to  demand  the  principal  of 
their  credits,  inftead  of  accepting  the  annual  intereft.  It  is  neceffary 
therefore,  as  the  principal  cannot  be  paid  to  them  on  demand,  that 
the  intereft  fhould  be  fo  effectually  and  fatisfadorily  fecured,  as  to  en¬ 
able  them  if  they  incline,  to  transfer  their  ftock  at  its  full  value.  Se¬ 
condly  ;  if  the  funds  be  fo  firmly  conftituted  as  to  infpire  a  thorough 
and  univerfal  confidence,  may  it  not  be  hoped,  that  the  capital  of  the 
domeftic  debt,  which  bears  the  high  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  may  be 
cancelled  by  other  loans  obtained  at  a  more  moderate  intereft  ?  The 
laving  by  fuch  an  operation,  would  be  a  clear  one,  and  might  be  a 
coniiderable  one.  As  a  proof  of  the  neceftity  of  fubftantial  funds  for 
the  fupport  of  our  credit  abroad,  we  refer  to  paper  No.  4. 

Thus  much  for  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt  :  for  the  difcharge 
of  the  principal  within  the  term  limited,  we  rely  on  the  natural  in- 
creale  ot  the  revenue  from  commerce,  on  requifitions  to  be  made,  from 
time  to  time,  for  that  purpofe,  as  circumftances  may  dictate,  and  on 
the  profped  of  vacant  territory.  If  thefe  refources  fhould  prove  ini 
adequate,  it  will  be  neceffary,  at  the  expiration  of  25  years,  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  funds  now  recommended,  or  to  eftablilh  fuch  others  as  may 
then  be  found  more  convenient. 

With  a  view  to  the  refource  laft  mentioned,  as  well  as  to  obviate 
difagreeable  controverfies  and  confuftons,  Congrefs  have  included  in 
their  prefen t  recommendations,  a  renewal  of  thofe  of  the  6th  day  of 
September,  and  of  the  10th  day  of  O&ober,  1780.,  In  both  thofe  ref- 
pects,  a  liberal  and  final  accommodation  of’  all  interfering  claims  of 
vacant  territory,  is  an  object  which  cannot  be  prefled  with  two  much 
folicitude. 

The  laft  object  recommended  is,  a  conftitutional  change  of  the  rule 
by  which  a  partition  of  the  common  burdens  is  to  be  made.  The  ex¬ 
pediency,  and  even  neceffity  of  fuch  a  change,  has  been  fufficiently 
enforced  by  the  local  injuftice  and  difcontents  which  have  proceeded 
from  valuations  of  the  foil  in  every  ftate  where  the  experiment  has 
been  made.  But  how  infinitely  niuft  thefe  evils  be  increafed,  on  a 
comparifon  of  fuch  valuations  among  the  ftates  themlelves  1  On  what¬ 
ever  fide  indeed  this  rule  be  furveyed,  the  execution  of  it  muft  he  at¬ 
tended  with  the  moft  ferious  difficulties.  If  the  valuations  be  refer¬ 
red  to  the  authorities  of  the  feveral  ftates,  a  general  fatisfaction  is  not 
to  be  hoped  for  :  If  they  be  executed  by  officers  of  the  United  States 
traverftng  the  country  for  that  purpofe,  beftdes  the  inequalities  againft 
which  this  mode  would  be  no  fecurity,  the  expenfe  Avould  be  both 
enormous  and  obnoxious  :  If  the  mode  taken  in  the  act  of  the  17th 
day  of  February  laft,  which  was  deemed  on  the  whole  leaf!  objection¬ 
able,  be  adhered  to,  Hill  the  infufficiency  of  the  data  to  the  purpofe.  to 
which  they  are  to  be  applied,  muft  greatly  impair,  if  not  utterly  deftroy 
all  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  the  rei'ult  ;  not  to  mention  that  as 
far  as  the  refult  can  be  at  all  a  juft  one,  it  will  be  indebted  for  the  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  principal  on  which  the  rule  propofed  to  be  fubftituted 
is  founded.  This  rule,  altho’  not  free  from  objections,  is  liable  to  few¬ 
er  than  any  other  that  could  be  devifed.  The  only  material  difficulty 
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'which  attended  it  in  the  deliberations  of  Congrefs,  was  to  fix  the  pro¬ 
per  difference  between  the  labour  and  induflry  of  free  inhabitants,  and 
of  all  other  inhabitants.  The  ratio  ultimately  ag'reed  on  was  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  mutual  conceflions  ;  and  if  it  fhould  be  luppofed  not  to  corref- 
pond  precifely  with  the  fad,  no  doubt  ought  to  be  entertained  that  an 
equal  fpirit  of  accommodation  among  the  feveral  legillatures,  will  pre¬ 
vail  againd  little  inequalities  which  may  be  calculated  on  one  fide  or 
on  the  other.  But  notwithdanding  the  confidence  of  Congrefs,  as  to 
the  fuccefs  of  this  proportion,  it  is  their  duty  to  recollect  that  the  event 
may  poffibly  difappoint  them,  and  to  requed  that  meafures  may  dill 
be  purfued  for  obtaining'  and  tranfmitting  the  information  called  for 
in  the  aff  of  the  17th  of  February  lad,  which  in  fuch  event  will  be 
effential. 

The  plan  thus  communicated  and  explained  by  Congrefs,  muft  now 
receive  its  fate  from  their  condituents.  All  the  objedls  comprifed  in 
it  are  conceived  to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  happinefs  of  this  con¬ 
federated  republic,  are  necelfary  to  render  the  fruits  of  the  revolution, 
a  full  reward  for  the  blood,  the  toils,  the  cares  and  the  calamities 
which  have  purchafed  it.  But  the  objedl  of  which  the  neceffity  will 
be  peculiarly  felt,  and  which  it  is  peculiarly  the  duty  of  Congrefs  to 
inculcate,  is  the  provifion  recommended  for  the  national  debt.  Al¬ 
though  this  debt  is  greater  than  could  have  been  wifhed,  it  is  dill 
lei's  on  the  whole  than  could  have  been  expe&ed,  and  when  refer¬ 
red  to  the  caufe  in  which  it  has  been  incurred,  and  compared  with 
the  burdens  which  wars  of  ambition  and  of  vain  glory  have  entailed 
on  other  nations,  ought  to  be  borne  not  only  with  cheerfulnefs  but 
with  pride.  But  the  magnitude  of  the  debt  makes  no  part  of  the  quef- 
tion.  It  is  fudicient  that  the  debt  has  been  fairly  contracted  and  that 
judice  and  good  faith  demand  that  it  fhould  be  fully  difeharged.  Con¬ 
grefs  had  no  option  but  between  different  modes  of  difeharging  it. 
The  fame  option  is  the  only  one  that  can  exid  with  the  dates.  The 
mode  which  has  after  long  and  elaborate  difcuffion,  been  preferred,  is, 
we  are  perluaded,  the  lead  objectionable  of  any  that  would  have  been 
equal  to  the  purpofe.  Under  this  perfuadon,  we  call  upon  the  judice 
and  plighted  faith  of  the  feveral  dates  to  give  it  its  proper  effect,  to 
reflect  on  the  confequences  of  rejecting  it,  and  to  remember  that  Con¬ 
grefs  will  not  be  anfwerable  for  them. 

If  other  motives  than  that  of  judice  could  be  requifite  on  this  oc- 
cadon,  no  nation  could  ever  feel  dronger  ;  for  to  whom  are  the  debts 
to  be  paid  ? 

T o  an  ally,  in  the  firfl  place,  who  to  the  exertion  of  his  arms  in 
fupport  of  our  caufe,  has  added  the  fuccours  of  his  treafure  ;  who,  to 
his  important  loans,  has  added  liberal  donations  ;  and  whole  loans 
themfel ves  carry  the  impreffion  of  his  magnanimity  and  friend fh ip. 
hor^more  exaCt  information  on  this  point  we  refer  to  paper  No.  5.  1 

To  individuals  in  a  foreign  country ,  in  the  next  place,  who  were 
the  flrd  to  give  io  precious  a  token  of  their  confidence  in  our  judice, 
and  of  their  friend  (Lip  for  our  caufe,  and  who  are  members  of  a  repub¬ 
lic  which  was  fecond  in  efpoudng  our  rank  among  nations.  For  the 
vlaims  and  expectations  of  this  clafs  of  creditors  we  refer  to  paper  No.  6. 

Another  clafs  of  creditors  is,  that  illustrious  and  patriotic  band  cf 
Vol.  VIIT  V  J 
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fellow-citizens ,  whole  blood  and  whofe  bravery  have  defended  the  li¬ 
berties  of  their  country,  who  have  patiently  borne,  among  other  dif- 
trePies,  the  privation  of  their  dipends,  whild  the  didreffes  of  their 
country  difabled  it  from  bedowing  them  ;  and  who,  even  now,  aik  for 
no  more  than  fuch  a  portion  of  their  dues  as  will  enable  them  to  retire 
from  the  field  of  victory  and  glory,  into  the  bofom  of  peace  and  pri¬ 
vate  citizen fhip,  and  for  fuch  effectual  lecurity  for  the  refidue  of  their 
claims,  as  their  country  is  now  unqueflionably  able  to  provide.  For 
a  full  view  of  their  fentiments  and  wifhes  on  this  fubjecl,  we  tranfmit 
the  paper  No.  7  ;  and  as  a  frefli  and  lively  inflance  of  their  fuperiori- 
ty  to  every  fpecies  of  fedudfion  from  the  paths  of  vitue  and  honor,  we 
add  the  paper  No.  8. 

The  remaining  clafs  of  creditors  is  compofed  partly  of  fuch  of  our 
fellow-citizens  as  orginally  lent  to  the  public  the  ufe  of  their  funds,  or 
have  fince  manifeded  mod  confidence  in  their  country,  by  receiving 
transfers  from  t he  lenders  ;  and  partly  of  thofe  whofe  property  has 
been  either  advanced  or  affumed  for  the  public  fervice.  To  difcrimi- 
nate  the  merits  of  thefe  feveral  defcriptions  of  creditors,  would  be  a  talk 
equally  unneceffary  and  invidious.  If  the  voice  of  humanity  plead 
more  loudly  in  favour  of  Pome  than  of  others,  the  voice  of  policy,  no 
lefs  than  of  judice,  pleads  in  favour  of  all.  A  wife  nation  will  never 
permit  thofe  who  relieve  the  wants  of  their  country,  or  who  rely  mod 
on  its  faith,  its  firmnefs  and  its  refources,  when  either  of  them  is  dif- 
tnided,  to  Puffer  by  the  event. 

Let  it  be  remembered  finally,  that  it  has  ever  been  the  pride  and 
boad  of  America,  that  the  rights  for  which  (lie  contended,  were  the 
rights  of  human  nature.  By  the  blefiing  of  the  author  of  thefe  rights, 
on  the  means  exerted  for  their  defence,  they  have  prevailed  againd  all 
oppodtion,  and  form  the  bads  of  thirteen  independent  dates.  No  in¬ 
dance  has  heretofore  occurred,  nor  can  any  indance  be  expetded  here¬ 
after  to  occur,  in  which  the  unadulterated  forms  of  republican  govern¬ 
ment  can  pretend  to  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  judifying  themfelves  by 
their  fruits.  In  this  view  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  refpon- 
fible  for  the  greated  trud  ever  confided  to  a  political  fociety.  If  jul- 
tice,good  faith,  honor,  gratitude  and  all  the  other  qualities  which  en- 
oble  the  character  of  a  nation,  and  fulfil  the  ends  of  government,  be 
the  fruits  of  our  edablilhments,  the  caufe  of  liberty  will  acquire  a  dig¬ 
nity  and  ludre  which  it  has  never  yet  enjoyed  ;  and  an  example  will 
be  fet  which  cannot  but  have  the  mod  favourable  influence  on  the 
rights  of  mankind.  If  on  the  other  fide,  our  governments  fhould  be 
unfortunately  blotted  with  the  reverie  ol  thele  cardinal  and  eflentiah 
virtues,  the  great  caufe  which  we  have  engaged  to  vindicate,  will  be 
dishonored  and  betrayed  ;  the  lad  and  faired  experiment  in  favour  of 
the  rights  of  human  nature  will  be  turned  againd  them,  and  their  pa¬ 
trons  and  friends  expofed  to  be  infulted  and  filenced  by  the  votaries  oi 
tyranny  and  ufurpation. 

^  By  order  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled. 

_ — -WOffiO  <ShP  «**■— - 

Tuesdat ,  April  29,  1783. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  addrefs  and  which  are  to 
accompany  it,  are  as  follows  : 
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PAPER  No.  I. 

An  Estimate  of  the  National  Debt ,  viz. 


Due  to  the  farmers  general  of  France, 
To  individuals  in  France,  on  un-) 
liquidated  accounts,  eflimated,  $ 
To  the  crown  of  France,  includ-'] 
ing  a  loan  of  10,000,000  bor- 
rowed  in  Holland,  and  for  f 
which  France  is  guarantee,  J 
To  ditto,  a  loan  for  1783, 


Livi  •es.  Dolla  rs. 
1,000,000 

3,000,000 

28,000,000 

6,000,000 


38,000,000 

at  5  livres  8  fous  per  dol. 
To  lenders  in  Holland,  received  in  part  of 
the  loan  contracted  for  by  Mr.  J.  Adams, 

1,678,000  florins, 

Borrowed  in  Spain  by  Mr.  Jay, 

One  year’s  intereft  of  Dutch  loan 
of  10,000,000  livres, 


7,037,037 

671,200 

150,000 

26,848 


Foreign  debt,  1  ft  January,  1783,  7,885,085 


Domeftic  Debt. 


On  loan-office  certificates,  reduced  to 
fpecie  value,  ^ 

Intereft  unpaid  for  1781, 

Ditto  1782, 

Credit  to  fundries  in  treafury-books, 
Army  debt  to  31ft  December,  1782, 
Unliquidated  debt,  eftimated  at, 
Commutation  to  the  army,  agreeable  to 
the  adt  of  22d  March  laft, 


Bounty  due  to  privates, 
Deficie  ncies  in  1783, 


fuppofe 


l 


1  1,463,802 

190,000 

687,828 

638,042 

5,635,618 

8,000,000 

5,000,000 

500,000 

2,000,000 

- 34,1  15,290 


Total  debt,  42,000,375 

Annual  Intereft  of  the  Debt  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  foreign  debt,  part  at  4  and  part  at  5  per  cent.  369,038.6 
On  the  domeftic  debt,  at  6  percent.  2,046,917.4 


2,415,956 

PAPER  No.  II. 

The  letter  of  the  16th  of  December  laft  to  the  governor  of  Rhode- 

I  ft  and  and  Providence  Plantations,  as  entered  on  the  journal  of  that 
day. 
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By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled ,  December  16,  1782. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Madifon  and  Mr. 
Fitzfimmons,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  30th  November,  from 
the  hon.  William  Bradford,  fpeaker  of  the  lower  houfe  of  affembly  of 
the  date  ol  Rhode-Idand,  containing,  under  three  heads,  the  reafons 
ot  that  date  for  refilling  their  compliance  with  the  recommendation 
of  Congrels  for  a  duty  on  imports  and  prize  goods  ;  report, 

“  That  they  Hatter  themfelves  the  date,  on  a  re-condderation  of  the 
objections  they  have  offered,  with  a  candid  attention  to  the  arguments 
which  band  in  oppofition  to  them,  will  be  induced  to  retraCI  their  dif- 
ient,  convinced  that  the  meafure  is  fupported  on  the  mod  folid  grounds 
of  equal  judice,  policy  and  general  utility.  The  following  obferva- 
tions,  contraded  with  each  head  of  the  obje&ions,  fuccedively,  will  fur- 
nidi  a  fatisfaCtory  anfwer  to  the  whole. 

Fird  objection.  “  That  the  propofed  duty  would  be  unequal  in  its 
operation,  bearing  harded  upon  the  mod  commercial  dates,  and  fo 
would  prefs  peculiarly  hard  upon  that  date,  which  draws  its  chief  fup- 
port  from  commerce.” 

The  mod  common  experience,  joined  to  the  concurrent  opinions  of 
the  abled  commercial  and  political  obfervers,  have  edabliflied  beyond 
controverfy  this  general  principle,  “  that  every  duty  on  imports  is  in¬ 
corporated  with  the  price  of  the  commodity,  and  ultimately  paid  by 
the  confumer,  with  a  prodt  on  the  duty  itfelf,  as  a  conipenfation  to 
the  merchant  for  the  advance  of  his  money.” 

The  merchant  confiders  the  duty  demanded  by  the  date  on  the  im¬ 
ported  article,  in  the  fame  light  with  freight  or  any  dmilar  charge, 
and  adding  it  to  the  original  cod,  calculates  his  profit  on  the  aggre¬ 
gate  fum.  It  may  happen  that  at  particular  conjunctures,  where  the  mar¬ 
kets  are  overdocked,  and  there  is  a  competition  among  the  fellers,  this 
may  not  be  practicable  ;  but  in  the  general  courfe  of  trade  the  demand 
for  confumption  preponderates,  and  the  merchant  can  with  eafe  indem¬ 
nify  himfelf  and  even  obtain  a  profit  on  the  advance.  As  a  confumer, 
he  pays  his  diare  of  the  duty,  but  it  is  no  further  a  burthen  upon  him. 
The  confequence  of  the  principal  laid  down  is,  that  every  clafs  of  the 
community  bears  its  diare  of  the  duty  in  proportion  to  its  confump¬ 
tion,  which  lad  is  regulated  by  the  comparative  wealth  of  the  refpec- 
tive  clafTes,  in  conjunction  with  their  habits  of  expenfe  or  frugality. 
The  rich  and  luxurious  pay  in  proportion  to  their  riches  and  luxury  ;  the 
poor  and  parlimonious,  in  proportion  to  their  poverty  and  parfimony.  A 
chief  excellence  of  this  mode  of  revenue  is,  that  it  preferves  a  jub  mea¬ 
fure  to  the  abilities  of  individuals,  promotes  frugality  and  taxes  ex¬ 
travagance.  The  fame  reafoning  in  our  fituation  applies  to  the  inter- 
courfe  between  two  dates  ;  if  one  imports  and  the  other  does  not,  the 
latter  mud  be  fupplicd  by  the  former.  The  duty  being  transferred  to 
the  price  of  the  commodity,  is  no  more  a  charge  on  the  importing  date 
for  what  is  confumed  in  the  other  than  it  is  a  charge  on  the  merchant 
for  what  is  confumed  by  the  farmer  or  artificer.  Either  date  will  only 
feel  the  burthen  in  ratio  to  its  confumption,  and  this  will  be  in  ratio 
to  its  population  and  wealth.  What  happens  between  the  different 
clafTes  of  the  fame  community  internally  happens  between  the  two 
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ft  ate  s ;  and  as  the  merchant,  in  the  fir  ft  cafe,  fo  far  from  lofing  the 
duty  himfelf,  has  a  profit  on  the  money  he  advanced  tor  that  purpote  ; 
fo  the  importing  ftate,  which  in  the  fecond  cafe  is  the  merchant  with 
refpedt  to  the  other,  is  not  only  reimburfed  by  the  non-importing  ftate, 
but  has  a  like  benefit  on  the  duty  advanced.  It  is  therefore  the  re- 
verfe  of  a  juft  pofttion,  that  the  duty  propofed  will  bear  hardeft  on  the 
moft  commercial  ftates  ;  it  will,  if  any  thing,  have  a  contrary  effect, 
thougli  not  in  a  fufficient  degree  to  jollify  an  objection  on  the  paitof 
the  non-importing  ftates.  For  it  is  as  realonable  they  fhould  allow  ail 
advance  on  the  duty  paid  as  on  the  firft  coft,  freight  or  any  acciden¬ 
tal  charge.  They  have  alfo  other  advantages  in  the  meafure  fully  equi¬ 
valent  to  this  difadvantage.  Over  nice  and  minute  calculations,  in 
matters  of  this  nature,  are  inconfiftent  with  national  meafures,  and  in 
the  imperfect  ftate  of  human  affairs,  would  ftagnate  all  the  operations 
of  government.  Abfolute  equality  is  not  to  be  attained  :  to  aim  at  it, 
is  purfuing  a  fhadow  at  the  expenfe  of  the  fnbftance,  and  in  the  event 
we  fhould  find  ourfelves  wider  of  the  mark,  than  if  in  the  firft  inftance 
we  were  content  to  approach  it  with  moderation. 

Second  objection.  u  That  the  recommendation  propofes  to  intro¬ 
duce  into  that  and  the  other  ftates,  officers  unknown  and  unaccounta¬ 
ble  to  them,  and  fo  is  againft  the  conftitution  of  the  ftate.” 

It  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  the  conftitution  of  any  ftate  could 
mean  to  define  and  fix  the  precife  numbers  and  deferiptions  of  all  offi¬ 
cers  to  be  permitted  in  the  ftate,  excluding  the  creation  of  any  new 
ones,  whatever  might  be  the  neceffity  derived  from  that  variety  of  cir- 
cumftances  incident  to  all  political  inftitutions.  ft  he  legiflature  muff  al¬ 
ways  have  a  diferetionary  power  of  appointing  officers,  not  exprefsly 
known  to  the  conftitution,  and  this  power  will  include  that  of  authoriz¬ 
ing  the  federal  government  to  make  the  appointments  in  cafes  where  the 
general  welfare  may  require  it.  The  denial  of  this  would  prove  too 
much  ;  to  wit,  that  the  power  given  by  the  confederation  to  Gongrefs, 
to  appoint  all  officers  in  the  poft-office,  was  illegal  and  unconftitutional. 

TThe  dodfrine  advanced  by  Rhode-Ifland  would  perhaps  prove  alio 
that  the  federal  government  ought  to  have  the  appointment  of  no  in¬ 
ternal  officers  whatever  ;  a  pofttion  that  would  defeat  all  the  provi- 
fions  of  the  confederation,  and  all  the  purpofes  of  the  union,  ftftie 
truth  is,  that  no  federal  conftitution  can  exift  without  powers  that  in 
their  exercife  effedt  the  internal  police  of  the  component  members.  It  is 
equally  true,  that  no  government  can  exift  without  a  right  to  appoint 
officers  for  thofe  purpofes  which  proceed  from,  and  concenter  in  it- 
felf  ;  and  therefore  the  confederation  has  exprefsly  declared,  that  Gon¬ 
grefs  (hall  have  authority  to  appoint  all  l'uch  u  civil  officers  as  may  be 
neceffary  for  managing  the  general  affairs  of  the  United  States  under 
their  direction.”  All  that  can  be  required  is,  that  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  confine  its  appointments  to  fm  h  as  it  is  empowered  to  make  by 
the  original  adt  of  union,  or  by  the  fubfequent  confent  of  the  parties  ; 
unlefs  there  fhould  be  exprefs  words  of  exclufton  in  the  conftitution 
of  a  ftate,  there  can  be  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  it  is  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  legiflative  diferetion  to  communicate  that  authority. 

ft’he  propriety  of  doing  it  upon  the  prefent  occafton,  is  founded  oil 
fubftantial  reafons. 
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The  meafure  propofed  is  a  meafure  of  neceflity.  Repeated  experi¬ 
ments  have  (hewn,  that  the  revenue  to  he  railed  within  tliefe  hates  is 
altogether  inadequate  to  the  public  wants.  The  deficiency  can  only 
be  lupplied  by  loans.  Our  applications  to  the  foreign  powers,  on  whole 
friend Ih ip  we  depend,  have  had  a  fuccefs  far  fhort  of  our  necefiities. 
The  next  refource  is  to  borrow  from  individuals,  Thefe  will  neither 
be  actuated  by  generofity  nor  reafons  of  hate.  ’Tis  to  their  intereh 
alone  ve  muh  appeal.  1  o  conciliate  this,  we  muh  not  only  flipulate 
a  proper  compenfation  for  what  they  lend,  but  we  nnih  give  lecurity 
for  the  performance.  We  muh  pledge  an  afeertained  fund;  fimple 
and  produdfive  in  its  nature  ;  general  in  its  principle,  and  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  a  (ingle  will.  There  can  be  little  confidence  in  a  fecurity  un¬ 
der  the  conhant  revilal  of  thirteen  different  deliberatives.  It  muh, 
once  for  all,  be  defined  and  ehablilhed  on  the  faith  of  the  hates  fo- 
lemnly  pledged  to  each  other,  and  not  revocable  by  any  without  a 
breach  of  the  general  compact. 

'Tis  by  fuch  expedients  that  nations,  wliofe  refources  are  underhood, 
whofe  reputations  and  governments  are  credled  on  the  foundation  of 
ages,  are  enabled  to  obtain  a  folid  and  extenfive  credit.  Would  it  be 
reafonable  in  us  to  hope  for  more  eafy  terms,  who  have  fo  recently 
alTumed  our  rank  among  the  nations  ?  Is  it  not  to  be  expected,  that, 
individuals  will  be  cautious  in  lending  their  money  to  a  people  in  our 
circumhances,  and  that  they  will  at  leah  require  the  beh  fecurity  we 
can  give  ? 

We  have  an  enemy  vigilant,  intriguing,  well  acquainted  with  our 
defedls  and  embarraffments.  We  may  expedl  that  he  will  make  every 
effort  to  inhil  diffidences  into  individuals,  and  in  the  prefent  pohure  of 
our  internal  affairs,  he  will  have  too  plaufible  ground  on  which  to  tread. 
Our  necehities  have  obliged  us  to  embrace  meafures,  with  refpedl  to 
our  public  credit,  calculated  to  infpire  dihruh.  The  prepofiehions  on 
this  article  muh  naturally  be  againh  us,  and  it  is  therefore  indifpenfa- 
ble  we  (hould  endeavour  to  remove  them,  by  fuch  means  as  will  be 
the  moh  obvious  and  hriking. 

It  was  with  thefe  views  Gongrefs  determined  on  a  general  fund  ; 
and  the  one  they  have  recommended  muh,  upon  a  thorough  examina¬ 
tion,  appear  to  have  fewer  inconveniencies  than  any  other. 

It  has  been  remarked  as  an  afiential  part  of  the  plan,  that  the  fund 
fliould  depend  on  a  lingle  will.  "This  will  not  be  the  cafe,  unlefs  the 
collection,  as  well  as  the  appropriation,  is  under  the  controul  of  the 
United  States  ;  for  it  is  evident,  that  after  the  duty  is  agreed  upon, 
it  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  defeated  by  an  inehedlual  mode  of  levy¬ 
ing  it.  The  United  States  have  a  common  intereh  in  an  uniform  and 
equally  energetic  colledtion  ;  and  not  only  policy,  but  juhice  to  all  the 
parts  of  the  union,  defignates  the  utility  of  lodging  the  power  of  ma¬ 
king  it  where  the  intereh  is  common.  Without  this  it  might  in  reali¬ 
ty  operate  as  a  very  unequal  tax. 

Third  objection.  u  That  by  granting  to  Congrefs  a  power  to  col¬ 
led!  monies  from  the  commerce  of  thefe  hates,  indefinitely  as  to  time 
and  quantity,  and  for  the  expenditure  of  which  they  are  not  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  hates,  they  would  become  independent  of  their  con- 
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Hituents,  and  fo  the  propofed  impoH  is  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of  the 
United  States.” 

Admitting  the  principle  of  this  objection  to  be  true,  ftill  it  ought 
to  have  no  weight  in  the  prefent  cafe,  becaufe  there  is  no  analogy  be¬ 
tween  the  principle  and  the  fad. 

Firll.  The  fund  propofed  is  fufficiently  definite  as  to  time,  became 
it  is  only  co-extenlive  with  the  exiHence  of  the  debt  contracted  and 
to  be  contracted  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.  Gongrefs  are  perfuaded 
that  it  is  as  remote  from  the  intention  of  their  conHituents  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  that  debt,  as  to  extinguilh  it  at  once  by  a  faithlefs  negled  of 
providing  the  means  to  fulfil  the  public  engagements.  Their  ability 
to  difcharge  it  in  a  moderate  time,  can  as  little  be  doubted  as  their 
inclination,  and  the  moment  that  debt  ceafes,  the  duty,  fo  far  as  ref- 
peds  the  prefent  provifion,  ceafes  with  it. 

The  refolution  recommending  the  duty,  fpecifies  the  objed  of  it  to 
be  the  difcharge  of  the  principal  and  interelt  of  the  debts  already  con- 
traded,  or  which  may  be  contraded  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
for  fupporting  the  prefent  war. 

Secondly.  The  rate  per  cent,  is  fixed,  and  it  is  not  at  the  option  of 
the  United  States  to  increale  it.  Though  the  produd  will  vary  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  variations  in  trade  ;  yet  as  their  is  this  limitation  of  the 
rate,  it  cannot  be  properly  faid  to  be  indefinite  as  to  quantity. 

By  the  confederation,  Congrefs  have  an  abfolute  difcretion  in  de¬ 
termining  the  quantum  of  revenue  requilite  for  the  national  expendi¬ 
ture.  When  this  is  done,  nothing  remains  for  the  Hates,  feparately, 
but  the  mode  of  raifing.  No  flate  can  difpute  the  obligation  to  pay 
the  fum  demanded  without  a  breach  of  the  confederation  ;  and  when 
the  money  comes  into  the  treafury  the  appropriation  is  the  exclufive 
province  of  the  federal  government.  This  provifion  of  the  confede¬ 
ration  (without  which  it  would  be  an  empty  form)  comprehends  in  it 
the  principle  in  its  fulled  latitude,  which  the  objedion  under  conli- 
deration  treats  as  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of  the  United  States,  to  wit, 
an  indefinite  power  of  prefcribing  the  quantity  of  money  to  be  raifed, 
and  of  appropriating  it  when  railed. 

If  it  be  faid  that  the  Hates  individually,  having  the  colledion  in 
their  own  hands,  may  refufe  a  compliance  with  exorbitant  demands, 
the  confederation  will  anfwer,  that  this  is  a  point  of  which  they  have 
no  conHitutional  liberty  to  judge.  Such  a  refufal  would  be  an  exer¬ 
tion  of  power,  not  of  right,  and  the  fame  power  which  could  difregard 
a  requifition  made  on  the  authority  of  the  confederation,  might  at  any 
time  arreH  the  colledion  of  the  duty. 

The  fame  kind  of  refponiibility  which  exiHs  with  refped  to  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  money  furnifhed  in  the  forms  hitherto  pradifed,  would 
be  equally  applicable  to  the  revenue  from  the  imports. 

The  truth  is,  the  lecurity  intended  to  the  general  liberty  in  the 
confederation,  conliHs  in  the  frequent  eledion,  and  in  the  rotation  of 
the  members  of  Congrefs,  by  which  there  is  a  confiant  and  an  efieduai 
check  upon  them.  This  is  the  fecurity  which  the  people  in  every 
Hate  enjoy  againH  the  ufurpations  of  their  internal  governments  ;  and 
it  is  the  true  fource  of  fecurity  in  a  reprefentative  republic.  The  go^ 
vernment,  fo  conHi  tilted,  ought  to  have  the  means  neceffary  to  anfwer 
the  end  of  its  inHitution.  By  weakening  its  hands  too  much  it  may 
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be  rendered  incapable  of  providing  for  the  interior  harmony,  or  the 
exterior  defence  of  the  date. 

The  meafure  in  quedion,  if  not  within  the  letter,  is  within  the  fpirit 
ot  the  confederation.  Congrels,  by  that,  are  empowered  to  borrow 
money  for  the  ufe  oi  the  United  States,  and  by  implication,  to  concert 
the  means  neceifary  to  accomplidi  the  end.  But  without  infilling  up¬ 
on  this  argument,  if  the  confederation  has  not  made  proper  providon 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  dates,  it  will  be  at  all  times  the  duty  of  Con- 
grefs  to  lugged  further  provilions  ;  and  when  their  propofals  are  fub- 
mitted  to  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  dates,  they  can  never  be  charg¬ 
ed  with  exceeding  the  bounds  of  their  trud.  Such  a  confent  is  the 
balls  and  fandtion  of  the  confederation,  which  exprefsly,  in  the  13th 
article,  empowers  Congrefs  to  agree  to  and  propofe  fucli  additional 
providon. 

1  he  remarks  hitherto  made,  have  had  referrence  principally  to  the 
future  profecution  of  the  war.  There  dill  remains  an  intereding  light 
in  which  the  lubjedt  ought  to  be  viewed. 

The  United  States  have  already  contradfed  a  debt  in  Europe,  and 
in  this  country,  for  which  their  faith  is  pledged.  The  capital  of  this 
debt  can  only  be  difcharged  by  degrees  ;  but  a  fund  for  this  purpofe, 
and  for  paying  the  intered  annually,  on  every  principle  of  policy  and 
j  u  dice,  ought  to  be  provided.  The  omidion  will  be  the  deeped  ingra¬ 
titude  and  cruelty  to  a  large  number  of  meritorious  individuals,  who, 
in  the  mod  critical  periods  of  the  war,  have  adventured  their  fortunes 
in  lupport  of  our  independence.  It  would  damp  the  national  charac¬ 
ter  with  indelible  difgrace. 

An  annual  providon  for  the  purpofe  will  be  too  precarious.  If  its 
continuance  and  application  were  certain  it  would  not  afford  com¬ 
plete  relief.  With  many,  the  regular  payment  of  intered,  by  occa- 
donal  grants,  would  fuffice  ;  but  with  many  more  it  would  not.  Thefe 
want  the  ufe  of  the  principal  itfelf,  and  they  have  a  right  to  it  ;  but 
fince  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  pay  off  the  principal,  the  next  expedient 
is  to  fund  the  debt  and  render  the  evidences  of  it  negociable. 

Beddes  the  advantages  to  individuals  from  this  arrangement,  the 
aclive  dock  of  the  nation  would  be  increafed  by  the  whole  amount  of 
the  domedic  debt,  and  of  collide  the  abilities  of  the  community  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  public  wants  ;  the  national  credit  would  revive  and 
dand  hereafter  on  a  fecure  bads. 

This  was  another  object  of  the  propofed  duty. 

If  it  be  conceded  that  a  limilar  fund  is  neceifary,  it  can  hardly  be 
difputed  that  the  one  recommended  is  the  mod  eligible.  It  has  been 
already  fliewn  that  it  affecds  all  parts  of  the  community  in  proportion 
to  their  conlumpdon,  and  has  therefore  the  bed  pretendons  to  equality. 
It  is  the  mod  agreeable  tax  to  the  people  that  can  be  impoled,  be- 
caufe  it  is  paid  infendbly  and  feems  to  be  voluntary. 

It  may  perhaps  be  imagined  that  it  is  unfavourable  to  commerce, 
but  the  contrary  can  eadly  be  demondrated.  It  has  been  feen  that  it 
does  not  diminilh  the  profit  of  the  merchant,  and  of  collide  can  be  no 
diminution  of  his  inducements  to  trade.  It  is  too  moderate  in  its 
amount  to  difcourage  the  confumption  of  imported  goods,  and  cannot 
on  that  account  abridge  the  extent  of  importations.  If  it  even 
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had  this  effect,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  commerce,  by  leffening 
the  proportion  of  our  imports  to  our  exports,  and  inclining  the  balance 
in  favour  of  this  country. 

The  principal  thing  to  be  confulted  for  the  advancement  of  com¬ 
merce,  is  to  promote  exports.  All  impediments  to  thefe,  either  by 
■way  of  prohibition  or  by  increafmg  the  prices  of  native  commodities,  de- 
creafing  by  that  means  their  fale  and  confumption  at  foreign  markets, 
are  injurious.  Duties  on  exports  have  this  operation.  For  the  fame 
reafon,  taxes  on  pofTcffions  and  the  articles  of  our  own  growth  or 
manufacture,  whether  in  the  form  of  a  land  tax,  excife  or  any  other, 
are  more  hurtful  to  trade  than  import  duties.  The  tendency  of  all 
fuch  taxes  is  to  increafe  the  prices  of  thofe  articles  which  are  the  ob- 
jeas  of  exportation,  and  to  enable  others  to  underfel  us  abroad.  The 
farmer,  if  he  pays  a  heavy  land  tax,  muft  endeavour  to  get  more  for 
the  produfts  of  his  farm  :  the  mechanic  and  labourer,  if  they  find  the 
necelfaries  of  life  grow  dearer  by  an  excife,  muft  endeavour  to  exaa 
higher  wages  :  and  thefe  caufes  will  produce  an  incicafe  of  pi  ices 
within,  and  operate  againft  foreign  commerce. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  inferred  that  the  whole  revenue  ought  to 
be  drawn  from  imports  :  all  extremes  are  to  be  rejected.  1  tie  chief 
thing  to  be  attended  to  is,  that  the  weight  of  the  taxes  fall  not  too 
heavily  in  the  firft  inftance  upon  particular  parts  of  the  community. 
A  judicious  diftribution  to  all  kinds  of  taxable  property,  is  a. firft  prin¬ 
ciple  in  taxation.  The  tendency  of  thefe  obfervations  is  only  to  fhew, 
that  taxes  on  poffefftons,  on  articles  of  our  own  growth  and  manufac¬ 
ture,  are  more  prejudicial  to  trade  than  duties  on  imports. 

The  obfervations  which  conclude  the  letter  on  which  thefe  remarks 
are  made,  naturally  lead  to  reflections  that  deferve  the  ferious  atten¬ 
tion  of  every  member  of  the  union.  There  is  a  happy  mean  between 
too  much  confidence  and  exceflive  jealoufy,  in  which  the  health  and 
profperity  of  a  ftate  confift.  Either  extreme  is  a  dangerous  vice  ;  the 
firft  is  a  temptation  to  men  in  power  to  arrogate  more  than  they  have 
a  right  to  ;  the  latter  enervates  government,  prevents  fyftem  in  the 
adminiftration,  defeats  the  moft  falutary  meafures,  breeds  confufion  in 
the  ftate,  difgufts  and  difcontents  among  the  people,  and  may  even¬ 
tually  prove  as  fatal  to  liberty  as  the  oppolite  temper. 

It  is  certainly  pernicious  to  leave  any  government  in  a  fituation  of 
refponfibility  difproportioned  to  its  power. 

The  conduCt  of  the  war  is  intruded  to  Congrefs,  and  the  public  ex¬ 
pectation  turned  upon  them  without  any  competent  means  at  their 
command  to  fatisfy  the  important  truft.  After  the  moft  full  and  folemn 
deliberation,  under  a  collective  view  of  all  the  public  difficulties,  they 
recommend  a  meafure  which  appears  to  them  the  corner  {tone  of  the 
public  fafety  :  they  fee  this  meafure  fufpended  for  near  two  years  ; 
partially  complied  with  by  fome  of  the  dates,  rejected  by  one  of  them, 
and  in  danger  on  that  account  to  be  fruftrated  ;  the  public  embarraff- 
ments  every  day  increaftng,  the  diffatisfaClion  of  the  army  growing 
more  ferious,  the  other  creditors  of  the  public  clamouring  for  juftice  ; 
both  irritated  by  the  delay  of  meafures  for  their  prefent  relief  or  fu¬ 
ture  fecurity,  the  hopes  of  our  enemies  encouraged  to  protraCt  the  war, 
the  zeal  of  our  friends  depreffed  by  an  appearance  of  remiffnefs  and 
Vol.  VIII.  X 
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want  of  exertion  on  our  part,  Congrefs  harraffed,  the  national  charac- 
tar  Littering,  and  the  national  fafety  at  the  mercy  of  events. 

This  Hate  of  things  cannot  but  be  extremely  painful  to  Congrefs 
and  appear  to  your  committee  to  make  it  their  duty  to  be  urgent  to 
obviate  the  evils  with  which  it  is  pregnant.” 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

PAPER  No.  III. 

An  Estimate  of  the  Produce  of  the  Impost  on  Imported  Articles. 

.  Before  the  war  the  exports  from  Great-Britain  to  America  were  ef- 
tuuated  at  three  and  a  half  millions  flerling,  in  which  was  included 
tea  ;  but  there  were  importations  from  Ireland  and  Scotland,  as  well 
as  from  Holland,  not  included  in  that  eftimate.  It  is  now  thought  belt, 
to  eftimate  the  imports  of  all  goods  from  Europe,  exclufive  of  tea’ 
brandy  and  wine,  at  £.  3,500,000  fterling,  at  4/6  per  dollar,  is 
15,555,554  dollars  impofl  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  777  7 73 

On  2,000,000  gallons  mm  and  other  fpirits,  JL 

per  gallon, 

100,000  ditto  Madeira  wine,  p 

600,000  ditto  other  wine, 

300,000  lb.  bohea  tea,  jl 

25,000  do.  other  teas, 

75,000  cwt.  of  fugar  (including  loaf,)  AJL 
200,000  lb.  coffee  and  cocoa,  JL. 

2,000,000  gallons  molaffes, 


UlS^  66,666|| 

13,333™. 

40,000 

20,000 

6,666 

46,666 

2,222 

22,223 


995,550 

Dedudl  for  collection,  about  8  per  cent.  79,594 

Net  revenue  upon  this  eftimate,  915,956 

There  are  no  precife  data  from  which  this  computation  could  be 
made  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  The  number  of  inhabitants  has 
governed  in  part,  and  the  imports  of  particular  articles  into  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  have  been  attended  to. 

The  exactitude  of  the  computation  is  of  the  lefs  confequence,  as  the 
acl  of  the  16th  December,  1782,  provides,  that  if  the  revenue  (hall  at 
any  time  exceed  the  annual  interefl,  the  refidue  lhall  form  a  finking 
fund  for  the  difcharge  of  the  principal  ;  and  if  it  fhall  be  found  in fuf- 
ficient,  the  hates  will  be  called  upon  to  enlarge  their  grants  of  revenue. 

PAPER  No.  I\r. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  bon.  B.  Franklin  to  the  superintendant  of 
finance ,  dated  2 3d  December ,  1782,  and  a  letter  of  1 5tb  of  March , 
178o,  to  the  same ,  from  the  hon •  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France ,  as  follow  : 

Palfy,  December  23,  1782. 

“  Friday  1  afl  order  was  given  to  furnifli  me  with  600,000  livres  im¬ 
mediately,  and  I  was  anlwered  by  M.  de  Vergennes,  u  that  the  reft 
of  the  6,000,000  fhould  be  paid  11s  quarterly  in  the  courfe  of  the  year 
1783.” 
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u  I  preffed  hard  for  the  whole  fum  demanded,  but  was  told  u  It 
was  impoffible.” 

“  Our  people  certainly  ought  to  do  more  for  themfelves.  It  is  ab- 
furd  the  pretending  to  be  lovers  of  liberty  while  they  grudge  paying 
for  the  defence  of  it.  It  is  faid  here,  that  an  impoft  of  five  per  cent, 
on  all  goods  imported,  though  a  moll  reafonahle  propofition,  had  not 
been  agreed  to  by  all  the  ftates,  and  was  therefore  fruftrated  ;  and  that 
your  news-papers  acquaint  the  world  with  this,  with  the  non-payment 
of  taxes  by  the  people,  and  with  the  non-payment  of  intereft  to  the  cre¬ 
ditors  of  the  public. 

“  The  knowledge  of  thefe  things  have  hurt  our  credit  and  the  loan 
in  Holland,  and  would  prevent  our  getting  any  thing  here  but  from 
government.  The  foundation  for  credit  abroad  fliould  be  laid  at 
home  ;  and  certain  funds  fhould  be  prepared  and  eftablifhed  before¬ 
hand,  for  the  regular  payment  at  leaft  of  the  intereft.” 

Philadelphia ,  March  15,  1783. 


SIR,  x 

I  HAVE  the  fatisfadtion  to  inform  you  that  his  majefty  procures 
for  the  United  States  a  loan  of  6,000,000,  to  be  employed  in  the  war 
department  during  the  courfe  of  the  current  year.  While  I  announce 
to  you  this  new  mark  of  the  king’s  friendfhip  for  the  United  States,  I 
muft  go  into  fome  details  which  relate  to  your  operations,  and  which 
will  inform  you  of  the  motives  which  have  induced  his  majefty  to 
make  a  new  effort  in  favour  of  his  allies. 

During  the  laft  year,  fir,  I  rendered  an  account  to  his  majefty’s  mi- 
nifters  of  the  order  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  introduced  into  your 
department,  of  the  re-eftablifhment  of  public  credit,  and  of  the  (econo¬ 
my  which  accompanied  your  operations.  I  added,  that  I  confidered 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  general  revenue  for  paying  the  intereft  and  gra¬ 
dual  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  as  extremely  proba¬ 
ble.  The  delays  and  difficulties  of  communication  would  not  permit  me  to 
wait  until  that  operation  was  completed  by  the  different  legiflatures  be¬ 
fore  I  declared  the  wants  of  the  UnitedStates ;  and  therefore  I  undertook 
to  write  to  the  count  de  Vergennes,  that  the  difpofition  of  the  people 
to  fulfil  the  engagements  taken  and  to  be  taken  by  Congrefs,  feemed 
to  me  fufficiently  favourable  to  determine  his  majefty  to  lend  for  the 
year,  new  fuccour  to  the  United  States  if  the  fituation  of  his  finances 
would  permit.  Thefe  affurances  obtained  the  loan  of  6,000,000  ;  but 
the  event  has  proved  that  I  was  deceived  in  the  hopes  which  I  thought 
myfelf  enabled  to  give  my  court  ;  and  the  affairs  of  your  finances,  far 
from  being  bettered  fince  the  month  of  September,  the  period  at  which 
my  letters  on  this  fubjedl  were  written,  have  on  the  contrary  gone 
backward  ;  lo  that  I  perceive  no  certainty  of  the  reimburfement  of  the 
fums  formerly  lent,  or  of  thofe  which  now  are  fo.  Thus,  fir,  my  hafty 
affurances  have  induced  his  majefty  to  make  that  advance,  and  in  the 
moment  when  I  am  informed  of  it,  I  am  under  the  difagreeable  necef- 
fity  of  informing  his  minifter  that  the  hopes  I  had  given  are  vanifhed, 
and  that  my  affurances  were  without  foundation.  I  will  fay  nothing 
of  the  perfonal  embarraffment  which  I  am  reduced  to  by  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  ;  but  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  obferve,  that  the  beft  re¬ 
medy  in  the  prefent  conjuncture  is,  to  take  as  foon  as  poffible  thofe 
meafures  which  were  not  taken  when  I  announced  them. 
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The  count  de  Vergennes  informs  me,  fir,  that  the  6,000,000  are 
lent  to  the  United  States  in  the  fame  manner  and  under  the  fame  con¬ 
ditions  with  the  fum  which  was  lent  laft  year.  That  is  to  fay,  that 
it  (hall  be  paid  monthly,  at  the  rate  of  500,000  livres  per  month.  But 
as  it  appears  from  what  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  a  former 
occafion,  that  you  had  anticipated  a  part  of  this  fubfidy,  I  mull  pray 
you  to  confider,  that  the  fir  ft  months  of  this  year  will  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  payment  of  thofe  anticipations,  and  that  it  will  be  proper  fo 
to  combine  your  drafts,  as  that  they  fhall  not  be  prefented  but  at  the 
monthly  periods  in  which  the  funds  are  to  be  provided. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  fir,  that  this  money  is  lent  to 
the  United  States  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  war.  The  wifdom 
of  Congrefs  will  determine  according  to  circumftances,  on  the  manner 
of  effecting  that  important  object,  and  of  compelling  the  enemy  by  joint 
efforts  to  conclude  a  folid  and  permanent  peace. 

It  remains  for  me  to  inform  you,  fir,  that  the  king  was  unable  to 
make  this  laft  effort  without  extreme  difficulty.  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  communicate  thofe  Avhich  oppofe  confiderable  loans.  They  are  fo 
great,  that  I  am  commanded  to  inform  you,  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms, 
that  it  will  be  impoffible  for  the  king,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  to  obtain 
new  advances  for  Congrefs  for  the  next  year.  As  to  the  refources 
which  you  may  feck  el fe where  than  in  France,  the  details  contained  in 
thofe  letters  which  I  had  the  honor  to  read  to  you,  will  not  permit  a 
hope  of  fuccefs  until  the  United  States  fhall  have  eftablifhed  a  perma¬ 
nent  public  revenue  ;  and  the  delay  and  repugnancy  with  which  they 
proceed  in  that  bufinefs  being  known  in  Europe,  the  difpofition  to  lend 
money  to  Congrefs  ceafes.  Lenders  place  their  money  ellewhere  : 
thofe  fpeculations  which  would  have  been  directed  towards  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  take  a  different  turn,  and  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to 
bring  them  back. 

I  abftain  from  repeating  here  the  other  parts  of  the  count  de  Ver- 
gcnnes’s  difpatches,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate,  becaufe 
the  truths  they  contain  are  well  known  to  you,  and  becaufe  they  may 
all  be  reduced  to  this  fingle  pofition,  that  without  a  fpeedy  eftablifh- 
ment  of  folid  general  revenue,  and  an  exadt  performance  of  the  en¬ 
gagements  which  Congrefs  have  made,  you  muff  renounce  the  expedi¬ 
tion  of  loans  in  Europe. 

I  am  ordered  alfo,  fir,  to  inform  Congrefs,  that  my  court  expedf  they 
will  have  taken  final  and  fatisfadfory  meafures  to  fecure  payment  of 
the  intereft  of  the  debt  contradfed  with  his  majefty  by  the  United 
States  ;  but  I  content  myfelf  with  communicating  this  circumftance 
to  you,  and  before  announcing  it  diredlly  to  Congrefs,  I  will  wait  till 
their  prefent  embarraffments  fhall  be  diminifhed. 

From  thele  details,  fir,  you  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  impoflibili- 
ty  of  negotiating  bills  upon  your  plenipotentiaries  beyond  the  funds 
which  remain  free  from  the  6,000,000  lent  this  year.  It  is  very  clear, 
that  fuch  bills  will  not  be  paid  by  us  ;  and  it  is  from  perfedt  confidence 
in  your  regularity  upon  that  fubjedf,  that  I  fhall  allure  the  count  de 
Vergennes,  he  may  be  certain  no  demand  will  be  made  on  him  beyond 
the  fums  already  granted. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See, 


APRIL  1783. 


16! 


PAPER  No.  V. 

The  contraft  between  his  molt  Chriftian  majefty  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  entered  into  by  the  count  de  Vergennes  and  Mr. 
Franklin  the  16th  of  July,  1782,  and  ratified  by  Congrefs  the  22dday 

The  "king  hiving  been  pleafed  to  attend  to  the  requefts  made  to  him 
in  the  name,  andL  behalf  of  the  United  Provinces  of  North-Ame- 
rica,  for  affiftance  in  the  war  and  invahon  under  which  they  had  f  r 
feveral  years  groaned  ;  and  his  majefty,  after  entering  into  a  treaty  o 
amity  and  commerce  with  the  faid  confederated  provinces,  on  the  6th 
of  February,  1778,  having  had  the  goodnefs  to  fupport  them,  not  on  y 
with  his  forces  by  land  and  fea,  but  alfo  with  advances  of  money,  as 
abundant  as  they  were  eftbaual,  in  the  critical  f.tuation  to  which  their 
affairs  were  reduced.  It  has  been  judged  proper  and  neceflary  to  ftate 
exaftly  the  amount  of  thofe  advances,  the  conditions  on  which  the 
king  made  them,  the  periods  at  which  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  have  engaged  to  re-pay  them  to  his  majefty’s  royal  treafury, 
and  in  fine,  to  ftate  this  matter  in  fuch  a  way  as  for  the  future  to  pre¬ 
vent  all  difficulties  capable  of  interrupting  the  good  harmony  which 
his  majefty  is  refolved  to  maintain  and  preferve  between  him  and  the 
faid  United  States.  For  executing  fo  laudable  a  purpofe,  and  with  a 
view  to  ftrengthen  the  bands  of  amity  and  commerce  which  fubalt  be¬ 
tween  his  majefty  and  the  faid  United  States  :  we,  Charles  Giavier 
de  Vergennes,  &c.  counfellor  of  the  king  in  all  his  councils,  comman¬ 
der  of  his  orders,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  of  his  commands 
and  finances,  veiled  with  full  powers  of  his  majefty  to  us  given  for  this 
purpofe  :  and  we,  Benjamin  Franklin,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  North-America,  in  like  manner  veiled  with  lull  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  Congrefs  of  the  faid  Hates  for  the  prefent  purpofe  ;  alter 
duly  communicating  our  refpeftive  powers  ;  have  agreed  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  : 

ARTICLE  I. 

It  is  agreed  and  certified,  that  the  fums  advanced  by  his  majefty  to 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  under  the  title  ot  a  loan  in  the 
years  1778,  1779,  1780,  1781,  and  the  prefent,  1 782,  amount  to  the 
fum  of  18,000,000  of  livres,  money  of  France,  according  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  21  receipts  of  the  above-mentioned  under  written  minifter  of 
Congrefs,  given  in  virtue  of  his  lull  powers,  to  wit : 


\ 

28  February,  1778, 

•m 

750,000 

2 

19  May,  ditto, 

- 

- 

750,000 

3  Auguft,  ditto, 

- 

- 

750,000 

4 

1  November,  ditto, 

mm 

Ok 

750,000 

5 

10  June,  1779, 

250,000 

6 

16  September,  ditto, 

- 

At 

250,000 

7 

4  Odoher,  ditto, 

•A 

•» 

250,000 

8 

21  December,  ditto. 

i r 

m 

250,000 

3,000,000 


1,000,000 
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H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 


29  February,  1780, 
23  May,  ditto, 
21  June,  ditto, 
5  October,  ditto, 
27  November,  ditto, 

15  February,  1781, 
15  May,  ditto, 
15  Auguft,  ditto, 

1  Auguft,  ditto, 
15  November,  ditto, 

10  April,  1782, 

1  July>  ditto, 

5  of  the  fame  month, 


750,000 

750,000 

750,000 

750,00® 

1,000,000 


'4,000,000 


750,000 

750,000 

750,000 

1,000,000 

750,000 


*4,000,000 


1,500,000 

1,500,000 

3,000,000 


-6,000,000 


viz, 


18,000,000 


Amounting  in  the  whole  to  18,000,000, 

irre^  “!n^r  ha.  promifed  in  the  name  of  Con. 

greis,  and  m  behalf  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  to  caufe  to  be  paid 

and  reimburfed  to  the  royal  treafury  of  his  majefty,  on  the  1ft  of  Ta 

h0ufe  0t'his  S''and  banker  at  Paris,  the  faid  fum 

per  annum?  m0ney  °f  FranCC’  with  intereft  at  five  Per 

ARTICLE  II. 

Co, if, dering  that  the  payment  of  fo  large  a  capital  at  the  one  dipt,. 

if  the  c  ’  V  f  ,  January,  1788,  may  greatly  injure  the  finances 
of  the  Congrefs  of  the  Un.ted  States,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  even  im- 

practicable  on  that  footing,  his  majefty  has  been  pleafed  for  that  reafon 
to  recede  in  that  refpeft  from  the  tenor  of  the  receipts  which  the  mi- 
liilter  of  Congrels  has  given  for  the  18,000,000  livres  tournois,  men- 
tinned  the  foregoing  article,  and  has  confented  that  the  payment  of 
tm  capital  in  ready  money,  at  the  royal  treafury,  be  in  twelve  equal 

payments  of  1,500,000  livres  each,  and  in  twelve  years  only,  to  corn- 
mence  from  the  3d  year  after  a  peace. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Although  the  receipts  of  the  niinifter  of  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
‘  tates  fpecify,  that  the  18,000,000  of  livres  above-mentioned,  are  to 
be  paid  at  the  royal  treafury,  with  intereft  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum, 
his  majefty  being  willing  to  give  the  faid  United  States  a  new  proof  of 
his  affucfion  and  friendflup,  has  been  pleafed  to  make  a  prefent  of,  and 
to  forgive  the  whole  arrears  of  intereft  to  this  day,  and  from  thence 
to  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  a  favour  which  the  mi- 
mfter  of  the  Congrels  of  the  United  States  acknowledges  to  flow  from 
the  pure  bounty  of  the  king,  and  which  he  accepts  in  the  name  of  the 
faid  United  States  with  profound  and  lively  acknowledgments. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

J  he  payment  of  the  faid  18,000,000  of  livres  tournois  fliall  be  in 
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ready  money  at  the  royal  treafury  of  his  majedy  at  Paris,  in  twelve 
equal  parts,  and  at  the  terms  dipulat-ed  in  the  above  2d  article.  The 
intered  of  the  faid  fum,  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  fhall  commence 
with  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  fhall  be  paid  at  every  period 
of  the  partial  payments  of  the  capital,  and  fhall  diminifh  in  proportion 
with  the  payments.  The  Congrefs  of  the  faid  United  States  being 
left  however,  at  liberty  to  free  themfelves  fooner  from  this  obligation 
by  anticipated  payments,  in  cafe  the  (late  of  their  finances  will  admit. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Although  the  loan  of  5,000,000  of  florins  of  Holland,  agreed  to  by 
the  dates  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  on  the 
terms  of  the  obligation  paffed  on  the  5th  of  November,  1781,  between 
his  majedy  and  the  faid  dates  general,  has  been  made  in  his  majedy’s 
name,  and  guaranteed  by  him  ;  it  is  neverthelefs  acknowledged  by 
thefe  prefents,  that  the  faid  loan  was  made  in  reality  on  account  and 
for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  of  North- America,  and  that  the 
capital,  amounting  at  a  moderate  valuation,  to  the  fum  of  10,000,000 
livres  tournois,  has  been  paid  to  the  faid  United  States,  agreeably  to 
a  receipt  for  the  payment  of  the  faid  fum,  given  by  the  underfigned 
minider  of  Gongrefs,  the  7th  day  of  June  lad. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

By  the  convention  of  the  faid  5th  of  November,  1781,  the  king 
has  been  pleafed  to  promife  and  engage  to  furnifh  and  pay  at  the  ge¬ 
neral  counter  of  the  dates  general  of  the  Netherlands,  the  capital  of 
the  faid  loan,  with  the  intered  at  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  without 
any  charge  or  dedudion  whatever  to  the  lenders,  fo  that  the  faid  ca¬ 
pital  fliall|be  wholly  re-paid  after  the  fpace  of  five  years,  the  payments 
to  be  made  in  ten  equal  periods,  tbe  fird  of  which  to  commence  the  6th 
year  from  the  date  of  the  loan,  and  afterwards  from  year  to  year  to  the 
final  payment  of  the  faid  fum  ;  but  it  is  in  like  manner  acknowledged 
by  this  ad,  that  this  engagement  was  entered  into  by  the  king,  at  the 
requed  of  the  underfigned  minider  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
promife  by  him  made  in  the  name  of  Congrefs,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
thirteen  United  States,  to  caufe  to  be  reimburfed  and  paid  at  the  royal 
treafury  of  his  majedy  at  Paris,  the  capital,  intered  and  cod  of  the 
faid  loan,  according  to  the  conditions  and  terms  fixed  by  the  faid  con¬ 
vention  of  the  5th  of  November,  1781. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

It  is  accordingly  agreed  and  fettled,  that  the  fum  of  10,000,000  li¬ 
vres  tournois,  being  by  a  moderate  computation,  the  principal  of  the 
loan  of  5,000,000  of  Holland  florins  above-mentioned,  fhall  be  reim¬ 
burfed,  and  paid  in  ready  money  at  the  royal  treafury  of  his  majedy  at 
Paris,  with  the  intered  at  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  in  ten  equal  pay¬ 
ments  of  1,000,000  each,  and  in  ten  terms,  the  fird  of  which  fhall  be 
on  the  5th  of  November,  1787,  the  fecond,  the  5th  of  November,  1788, 
and  fo  from  year  to  year  till  the  final  payment  of  the  faid  fum  of 
10,000,000,  the  intered  lelTening  in  proportion  with  the  partial  pay- 
ments  ot  the  capital.  But  in  confequence  of  the  king’s  afiedlion  for 
the  United  States,  his  majedy  has  been  pleafed  to  charge  himfelf  with 
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the  expenfe  of  commifllons  and  bank  for  the  faid  lean,  of  which  ex- 
penfes  his  majefty  has  made  a  prefen t  to  the  United  States,  and  this 
their  underligned  minifter  accepts  with  thanks  in  the  name  of  Con- 
grefs,  as  a  new  proof  of  his  maielly’s  generofity  and  friend  (hip  for  the 
laid  United  States. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

With  regard  to  the  intereft  of  the  faid  loan  during  the  five  years 
preceding  the  firft  term  of  payment  of  the  capital,  as  the  king  has  en¬ 
gaged  to  pay  it  at  the  general  counter  of  the  hates  general  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  at  the  rate  of  four  percent,  yearly,  and  every  year,  count¬ 
ing  from  the  5th  of  November,  1781,  according  to  the  convention  of 
that  day,  the  minifter  of  Congrefs  acknowledges  that  the  re -payment  of 
that  is  due  to  his  majeffy  by  the  United  States,  and  he  engages  in  the 
name  of  the  laid  United  States,  to  caufe  payment  thereof  to  be  made, 
at  the  fame  time  and  at  the  fame  rate  at  the  royal  treafury  of  his  ma¬ 
jeffy  ;  the  firft:  year’s  intereff  to  be  paid  the  5th  of  November  next, 
and  fo  yearly,  during  the  five  years  preceding  the  firfl  term  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  capital,  fixed  as  above  on  the  5th  of  November,  1787. 

The  high  contracting  parties  reciprocally  bind  themfelves  to  the 
faithful  obfervance  of  this  contract,  the  ratifications  of  which  fhall  be 
exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  nine  months  from  this  day,  or  fooner  if  pof- 
fible. 

In  teftimony  whereof,  we  the  faid  plenipotentiaries  of  his  moft  Chrif- 
tian  majefty,  and  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  North-America,  in 
virtue  of  our  refpedtive  powers  have  figned  thefe  prefents,  and  thereunto 
fixed  the  feal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  16th  day  of  July,  1782. 

Gravier  de  Vergennes,  (l.  s.) 

B.  Franklin,  (l.  s.) 


PAPER  No.  VI. 

The  contrad  entered  into  by  the  hon.  J.  Adams,  in  behalf  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  with  l'undries,  for  a  loan  of  5,000,000  of  florins  : 

Translation  from  the  Dutch. 

Minuted  on  a  leal  of  48  (livers. 

(Signed)  Van  Hole,  Notary. 

On  the  1  1th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1782,  appeared  before  me, 
Pieter  Galenas  Van  Hole,  notary  of  Amflerdam,  admitted  by  the  hon. 
court  of  Holland, 

The  hon.  John  Adams,  Efq;  minifter  plenipotentiary  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  their  high  mightinefles  the  lords, 
ftates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  See.  See.  in  quality,  as  efpe- 
cially  qualified  and  authorized  by  the  above-mentioned  ftates  of  Ame¬ 
rica  in  Congrefs  afiemblcd,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  faid  ftates  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  raile  a  loan  with  any  perfon  or  perfons,  ftates  or  companies, 
with  fubjoined  affnrance  in  good  faith  to  ratify  and  fulfil  all  tiiat  fhall 
be  done  in  this  refpecl  by  him,  honorable  appearer,  according  to  au¬ 
thentic  copy  and  tranftation  of  the  original  commilfion  or  power  exhi¬ 
bited  to  me,  notary,  and  depofited  in  my  cuftody,  in  behalf  of  the  joint 
money  lenders. 

The  hon.  appearer  redding  in  the  Hague,  but  being  now  in  this  cit\ . 
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And  the  hon.  appearer  acknowledged  himfelf,  in  his  aforefaid  qua¬ 
lity,  and  thus  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  above-mentioned  hates 
of  America,  to  be  duly  and  lawfully  indebted  to  and  in  behalf  of  fun- 
dry  perfons  or  money  lenders,  in  all  a  fum  of  1,000,000  of  guilders, 
Dutch  current  money,  arifing  from  and  on  account  of  fo  much  ready 
money  received  by  him  hon.  appearer,  in  his  aforefaid  quality,  to  his 
perfect  fatisfadlion,  from  the  laid  money  lenders,  in  confequence  ot 
the  receipt  hereafter  mentioned,  to  be  figned  by  the  hon.  appearer, 
under  the  authentic  copies  hereof,  exprefsly  and  formally  difavowing 
the  excufe  of  untold  monies. 

And  the  hon.  appearer  promifed,  in  his  aforefaid  quality,  to  re-pay 
in  this  city  the  faid  fum  of  1,000,000  of  guilders,  free  from  all  colls, 
charges  and  damages,  to  the  above-mentioned  money  lenders,  or  their 
affigns,  at  the  expiration  of  15  years  after  the  111  day  of  June,  1782  ; 
and  that  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit : 

That  the  above-mentioned  capital  Ihall  remain  fixed  during  the  fpace 
of  10  years,  and  that  with  the  1 1th  year,  and  thus  on  the  111  day  of 
June,  1793,  a  fifth  part,  or  200,000  guilders  of  the  faid  capital  of 
1,000,000,  fliall  be  redeemed,  and  in  the  fame  manner  from  year  to 
year  until  the  lft  day  of  June,  1797,  inclufive,  fo  that  the  whole  ca¬ 
pital  fhall  be  redeemed  and  difcharged  within  the  above-mentioned 
ipace  of  15  years. 

And  that  for  faid  capital,  at  fir  ft  for  the  whole,  and  afterwards  for 
the  refidue,  at  the  expiration  of  every  year,  intereft  fliall  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent,  in  the  year  commencing  the  firft  day  of  June, 
1782,  and  to  continue  until  the  final  accomplilhment,  and  that  on 
coupons,  to  be  figned  by  or  for  account  of  faid  hon.  appearer  in  his 
aforefaid  quality. 

That  the  above-mentioned  redeeming  fliall  be  performed  by  draw¬ 
ing  in  prefence  of  a  notary  and  witneffes  in  this  city,  after  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  firft  mentioned  10  years,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  Nos  ; 
©f  the  obligations  drawn  fliall  be  by  times  made  known  in  the  public 
papers. 

That  the  payment  of  the  interefts,  as  alfo  the  redeeming  of  the  ref- 
pective  periods,  fhall  be  made  at  the  compting  houfes  of  the  hereafter- 
mentioned  gentlemen  directors,  or  at  fuch  other  places  within  this  ci- 
as  fhall  likewife  be  advertifed  in  the  public  papers. 

That  the  directors  of  this  negociation  fliall  be  MefTrs.  Wilhelm  et 
Jan  Willink,  Nicolaas  et  Jacob  Van  Staphorft  and  de  la  Lande  et 
Fynje,  merchants  of  this  city,  who  are  by  thefe  prefents  thereto  na¬ 
med  and  appointed  by  the  hon.  appearer  in  his  aforefaid  quality. 

The  honorable  appearer  promifing  and  engaging,  in  the  names  of 
his  conftituents,  that  the  amount  of  the  interefts  and  of  the  redeem- 
ings  to  be  made,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  faid  capital,  fhall  be  in  due 
time  remitted  to  the  aforefaid  gentlemen  directors,  their  heirs  or  fuc- 
ceffors,  in  good  bills  of  exchange,  American  products,  or  in  ready  mo¬ 
ney,  without  any  abatement  or  deduction  whatfoever. 

That  this  obligation  fliall  never  be  fubje£t  to  any  impoft  or  taxes 
already  laid  or  in  time  to  come  to  be  laid  in  the  faid  United  States  of 
America,  even  in  cafe  (which  God  forbid)  any  war,  hoftilities  or  di- 
vifions  fliould  arife  between  aforefaid  United  States  or  any  of  them, 
Vol.  VIII.  y 
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on  the  one  fide,  and  the  dates  of  thefe  lands  on  the  other,  that  the 
payment  of  the  capital  or  interefts  of  this  obligation  can  in  no  wife 
nor  under  any  pretext  whatfoever  be  hindered  or  delayed. 

The  honorable  appearer  in  his  aforefaid  quality,  promifing  and  en¬ 
gaging,  moreover,  for  and  in  the  names  of  the  faid  United  States, 
that  there  lhall  never  be  made  by  them  or  on  their  parts,  or  any  of 
them  in  particular,  any  convention  or  treaty,  public  or  private,  at  the 
making  of  peace  or  otherwife,  by  which  the  validity  and  accomplifh- 
ment  of  thefe  prefents  might  be  prejudiced,  or  whereby  any  thing 
contrary  thereto  might  be  ftipulated,  but  that  without  any  exception 
the  contents  hereof  fhall  be  maintained  in  full  force. 

The  honorable  appearer  in  his  aforefaid  quality  likewife  promifes, 
engages  and  binds  himfelf  by  thefe  prefents,  that  this  engagement 
fhall  be  ratified  and  approved  as  foon  as  poffible  by  faid  United  States 
in  Congrefs  affembled,  and  that  authentic  copy  tranflation  of  faid 
ratification,  with  the  original,  fhall  be  depofited  in  cuftody  of  me, 
notary,  to  be  there  kept  with  faid  authentic  copy  tranflation  of  the 
commiflion  or  power  of  him  honorable  appearer,  and  the  engroffed 
hereof,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  money  lenders,  until  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  capital  and  interefts  as  aforefaid  fhall  be  redeemed  and  paid  off. 

And  there  (hall  be  made  of  this  aft  (as  the  honorable  appearer  in 
his  aforefaid  quality  contents)  above  and  befides  the  above-mentioned 
engroffed,  1000  authentic  copies  which  fhall  be  of  the  fame  force  and 
value  and  have  the  fame  effedt  as  the  engroffed  one,  under  every  one 
of  which  copies  fhall  be  placed  a  receipt  of  1000  guilders  Dutch  cur¬ 
rent  money,  either  on  name  or  in  blank,  at  the  choice  of  the  money 
lenders,  to  be  figned  by  him  honorable  appearer,  and  which  receipts 
fhall  be  refpedtively  numbered  from  No.  1  to  1000  inclufive,  and  coun- 
terfigned  by  above-mentioned  gentlemen  diredlors,  and  duly  attefled 
by  me,  notary,  as  a  teflimony  that  no  more  than  1000  obligations  are 
numbered  in  virtue  of  this  a£l.  All  which  authentic  copies,  with  the 
receipts  thereunder  placed,  fhall  at  the  redeeming  of  the  capital,  be  re- 
flored  by  the  bearers. 

On  failure  of  prompt  payment,  as  well  as  of  the  capital,  as  of  the 
interefts  at  the  appointed  periods,  the  capital  or  refidue  thereof  may  be 
demanded  by  the  gentlemen  diredfors  in  behalf  of  the  money  lenders, 
who  fhall  be  then  interefted  therein,  and  the  aforefaid  principals  and 
committents  of  him,  honorable  appearer,  fhall  in  that  cafe  be  held  and 
bound  to  redeem  and  difeharge  immediately  in  one  fum  the  remaining 
capital  with  the  interefts  and  charges. 

For  the  accomplifhment  and  performance  of  all  the  above  written, 
the  honorable  appearer  binds  in  his  aforefaid  quality,  and  thus  in  the 
names  and  on  the  part  of  the  above-mentioned  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  faid  United  States  of  America  jointly  and  each  of  them  in 
particular,  together  with  all  their  lands,  chatties,  revenues  and  pro- 
dudls,  together  with  impofts  and  taxes  already  laid  and  railed  in  the 
fame,  or  in  time  to  come  to  be  laid  and  railed,  and  thus  of  all  the 
United  States  of  America  jointly  and  of  each  of  the  fame  in  particu¬ 


lar  for  the  whole. 


He  the  honorable  appearer  renouncing,  in  the  names  as  above,  for 
that  purpofe  exprefsly  benejicium  divisionis ,  as  likewife  de  duvbus  vcl 
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pluribus  re  is  dehendi,  fignifying  a  retribution  of  debts.,  and  that  when 
two  or  more  are  indebted,  each  of  them  can  fatisfy  with  the  payment 
of  their  portion  ;  the  hon.  appearer  promising  in  his  aforefaid  quality, 
never  to  have  recourfe  to  the  faid  or  to  any  other  evafions  whatfoever. 

This  being  paffed  (after  tranflation  into  Englifh  was  made  hereof, 
and  which  like  wife  is  figned  by  the  honorable  appearer,  and  depofited 
in  the  cuftody  of  me  the  faid  notary)  within  Amfterdam  aforefaid,  in 
the  prefence  of 

Gidion 
CoRNEI 

(Signed)  P.  G.  Van  Hole,  Notary. 

Coll  : 

Faithfully  trail flated 'from  the  Dutch,  Amfterdam,  this  17th  day 
of  Ji»ne,  1782. 

Joannes  Vergeel,  L.  Son. 
Ho.  1.  Sworn  Tranflator. 

There  are  four  others  of  the  fame  tenor  and  date,  numbered  2,  3, 
4,  5,  making  in  the  whole  5,000,000  guilders;  and  each  of  the  faid 
contracts  is  ratified  by  Congrefs.  \ 

PAPER  No.  VII. 

To  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled. 


Victor  et 
s  Marchant, 


witneffes. 


The  address  and  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  we,  the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  behalf 
of  ourfelves  and  our  brethren  the  foldiers,  beg  leave,  with  all  proper 
deference  and  refpeCt,  freely  to  (late  to  Congrefs,  the  fupreme  power 
of  the  United  States,  the  great  diftrefs  under  which  we  labour. 

At  this  period  of  the  war  it  is  with  peculiar  pain  we  find  ourfelves 
conftrained  to  addrefs  your  auguft  body,  on  matters  of  a  pecuniary  na¬ 
ture.  We  have  ftruggled  with  our  difficulties,  year  after  year,  under 
the  hopes,  that  each  would  be  the  laft  ;  but  we  have  been  difappointed. 
We  find  our  embarralfments  thicken  fo  fall,  and  have  become  fo  com¬ 
plex,  that  many  of  us  are  unable  to  go  further.  In  this  exigence  we 
apply  t©  Congrefs  for  relief  as  our  head  and  fovereign. 

To  prove  that  our  hardfhips  are  exceedingly  difproportionate  to 
thofe  of  any  other  citizens  of  America,  let  a  recurrence  be  had  to  the 
pay-mafter’s  accounts,  for  four  years  paft.  If  to  this  it  ffiould  be  ob¬ 
jected,  that  the  refpeCtive  ftates  have  made  fettlements  and  given  fe- 
curities  for  the  pay  due,  for  part  of  that  time,  let  the  prefent  value  of 
thofe  nominal  obligations  be  afcertained  by  the  monied  men,  and  they 
will  be  found  to  be  worth  little  indeed  ;  and  yet,  trifling  as  they  are, 
many  have  been  under  the  fad  neceffity  of  parting  with  them,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  families  from  actually  (tarving. 

We  complain  that  fhadows  have  been  offered  to  us  while  the  fub- 
ftance  has  been  gleaned  by  others. 

Our  fituation  compels  us  to  fearch  for  the  caufe  of  our  extreme  po¬ 
verty.  The  citizens  murmur  at  the  greatnefs  of  their  taxes,  and  are 
aftoni fhed  that  no  part  reaches  the  army.  The  numerous  demands, 
which  are  between  the  firft  collectors  and  the  foldiers,  fwallow  up  the 
whole. 
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Our  diftreffes  are  now  brought  to  a  point.  We  have  borne  all  that 
men  can  bear — our  property  is  expended — our  private  refources  are  at 
an  end,  and  our  friends  are  wearied  out  and  diigufted  with  our  incef- 
iant  applications.  We,  therefore,  mod  ferioufly  and  earneftly  beg, 
that  a  fupply  of  money  may  be  forwarded  to  the  army  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible.  I  lie  unealinefs  of  the  foldiers,  for  want  of  pay,  is  great  and 
dangerous  ;  any  further  experiments  on  their  patience  may  have  fatal 
effeds. 

The  promifed  fubfiflence  or  ration  of  proviftons,  confided  of  certain 
articles  Ipecified  in  kind  and  quantity.  This  ration,  without  regard, 
that  we  can  conceive,  to  the  health  of  the  troops,  has  been  frequently 
altered,  as  neceflity  or  conveniency  fuggefled,  generally  lofing  by  the 
change  fome  part  of  its  fubftance.  On  an  average,  not  more  than 
feven  or  -^ths  have  been  ifl'ued  ;  the  retained  parts  were,  for  a  Ihort 
time,  paid  tor  ;  but  the  bufmefs  became  troublefome  to  thofe  who  were 
to  execute  it.  For  this,  or  fome  other  reafons,  all  regard  to  the  dues 
as  they  refpeded  the  foldiers,  has  been  difcontinued  (now  and  then  a 
trifling  gratuity  excepted.)  As  thefe  dues  refpected  the  officers,  they 
were  compenfated  during  one  year  and  part  of  another,  by  an  extra 
ration  ;  as  to  the  retained  rations,  the  account  for  feveral  years  remains 
unfettied  ;  there  is  a  large  balance  due  upon  it,  and  a  confiderable  fum 
for  that  of  forage. 

The  clothing  was  another  part  of  the  foldiers  hire.  The  arrearages 
on  that  fcore,  for  the  year  1777,  were  paid  off  in  continental  money, 
when  the  dollar  was  worth  about  four-pence  ;  the  arrearages  for  the 
following  years  are  unliquidated,  and  we  apprehend  fcarcely  thought 
of  but  by  the  army.  Whenever  there  has  been  a  real  want  of  means, 
any  defeat  in  fyflem,  or  negled  in  execution,  in  the  departments  of  the 
army,  we  have  invariably,  been  the  fufferers,  by  hunger  and  nakednefs, 
and  by  languifhing  in  an  hofpital. 

We  beg  leave  to  urge  an  immediate  adjufrment  of  all  dues ;  that  as 
great  a  part  as  poflible  be  paid,  and  the  remainder  put  on  fuch  a  foot¬ 
ing  as  will  reflore  cheerful nels  to  the  army,  revive  confidence  in  the 
Suffice  and  generofity  of  its  conflituents,  and  contribute  to  the  very 
defirable  effed  of  re-eflablifhing  public  credit. 

We  are  grieved  to  find  that  our  brethren,  who  retired  from  fervice 
on  half-pay,  under  the  refolution  of  Gongrefs  in  1780,  are  not  only 
deftitute  of  any  effectual  provifion,  but  are  become  the  objeds  of  ob¬ 
loquy.  Their  condition  has  a  very  difcouraging  alped  on  us,  who 
muft  fooner  or  later  retire,  and  from  every  coniideration  of  juflice, 
gratitude  and  policy,  demands  attention  and  redrefs. 

We  regard  the  ad  of  Gongrefs  refpeding  half-pay,  as  an  honorable 
and  juft  recompenfe  for  feveral  years  hard  fervice,  in  which  the  health 
and  fortunes  of  the  officers  have  been  worn  down  and  exhaufted.  We 
fee  with  chagrin  the  odious  point  of  view  in  which  the  citizens  of  too 
many  of  the  ftates  endeavour  to  place  the  men  entitled  to  it.  We 
hope,  for  the  honor  of  human  nature,  that  there  are  none  lo  hardened 
in  the  fin  of  ingratitude,  as  to  deny  the  juftice  of  the  reward.  We 
have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  objedion  generally  is  againft  the  mode 
only.  To  prevent  therefore,  any  altercations  and  diftindions  which 
may  tend  to  injure  that  harmony  which  we  ardently  defire  may  reign 
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throughout  the  community,  we  are  willing  to  commute  the  half-pay 
3  for  full  pay  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  or  for  a  iu.n  m 
^  r°  o'  fhall  be  agreed  to  by  the  committee  lent  with  this  addiels. 
Zd\n  .U,  L  pr SXl  tlJdifabM  officer,  and  fold,™,  «h= 

widows  aiul  orphans  of  thole  who  have  expended  or  may  expend  then 
lives  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  may  be  fully  comprehended. 
We  alfo  beg,  that  forne  mode  may  be  pointed  out  tor  the  eventua 
payment  of  thofe  foldierswho  are  the  fubjeds  oi  the  refolution  oi  Con- 

grefs  of  the  15th  May,  1778.  ,  ,  .  . 

To  the  reprefentation  now  made,  the  army  have  not  a  doubt  that 

Congrefs  will  pay  all  that  attention  which  the  fenous  nature  of  it  re¬ 
quires.  It  would  be  criminal  in  the  officers  to  conceal  the  general 
diffatisfadion  which  prevails,  and  is  gaming  ground  in  the  ai my,  10m 
the  preffure  of  evils  and  injuries,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  feven  long- 
years,  have  made  their  condition  in  many  inflances  wretched,  i  hey 
therefore  entreat,  that  Congrefs,  to  convince  the  army  and  the  world 
that  the  independence  of  America  fhall  not  be  placed  on  the  ruin  o 
any  particular  clafs  of  her  citizens,  will  point  out  a  mode  for  immedi¬ 
ate  redrefs. 


l 


t 


J 


on  part  of  the  MaHachu- 
fetts  line. 


1 


on  part  of  the  Conne&icut 
line. 


J 


^  on  part  of  the  N.  York  line. 


H.  Knox,  M.  General, 

John  Patterion,  B.  General, 

J.  Greaton,  Colonel, 

John  Crane,  Colonel, 

H.  Maxwell,  Lieut.  Colonel, 

J.  Huntington,  B.  General, 

H.  Swift,  Colonel, 

Samuel,  B.  Webb,  Colonel, 

Eben.  Huntington,  Lieut.  Col. 

P.  Cortlandt,  Colonel, 

John  N.  Cummings,  Lieut.  Col.  on  part  of  the  N.  Jerfey  line. 

on  part  of  the  New-  Hamp- 
fhire  line. 

on  part  of  the  general  hof- 
pital. 

Mofes  Hazen,  Brigadier-general. 

Cantonments,  Hudfon’s  River,  December,  1782. 

PAPER  No.  VIII. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  and  one  ol  the  18th  March  lad,  from  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  with  the  papers  accompanying  them,  relative  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  army  in  confequence  of  certain  anonimous  papers. 
u  S  I  R, 

u  IT  is  with  inexpreffible  concern  I  make  the  following  report  to 
your  excellency  .Two  days  ago  anonimous  papers  were  circulated  in 
the  army,  requefting  a  general  meeting  of  the  officers  on  the  next  day. 
A  copy  of  one  of  thefe  papers  is  enclofed,  No.  1. 

u  About  the  fame  time  another  anonimous  paper,  purporting  to  be 
an  addrefs  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  was  handed  about  in  a  clandei- 
-tine  manner — A  copy  of  this  is  marked  No.  2. 


William  Scott,  Major, 

W.  Euftis,  Hofpital  Surgeon, 


I 
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' 
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“  To  prevent  any  precipitate  and  dangerous  refolutions  from  being 
taken  at  this  perilous  moment,  while  the  paffions  were  all  inflamed  ; 
as  loon  as  thele  things  came  to  my  knowledge,  the  next  morning,  I 

ilTued  the  enclofcd  order,  No.  3.  And  in  this  fituation  the  matter  now 
reds. 

S,rJce  wiiting  the  foregoing,  another  anonimous  paper  has  been 
put  in  circulation,  a  copy  of  which  is  encloled,  No.  4, 

(No.  1.) 

A  meeting  of  the  general  and  field  officers  is  requefied  at  the  pub¬ 
lic  building,  on  Tuefday  next,  at  1 1  o’clock.  A  commiflioned  officer 
from  each  company  is  expe&ed,  and  a  delegate  from  the  medical  ftaff. 
I  he  object  of  this  convention,  is  to  conlider  the  late  letter  from  our 
reprelentatives  in  Philadelphia,  and  what  meafures  (if  any)  fhould  be 

adopted,  to  obtain  that  redrefs  of  grievances  which  they  feem  to  have 
folicited  in  vain. 

(No.  2.) 

To  the  Officers  of  the  Army. 

GENTLEMEN, 

A  fellow  foldier,  whofe  interefi  and  affeidions  bind  him  ftrongly  to 
you,  whofe  pad  bufferings  have  been  as  great,  and  whofe  future  for¬ 
tune  may  be  as  defperate  as  yours — would  beg  leave  to  addrels  you. 

Age  has  its  claims,  and  rank  is  not  without  its  pretenfions  to  advife  : 
but,  though  unfupported  by  both,  he  flatters  himfelf,  that  the  plain 
language  ol  fincerity  and  experience  will  neither  be  unheard  nor  unre¬ 
garded. 

Like  many  of  you,  lie  loved  private  life,  and  left  it  with  regret.  He 
left  it,  determined  to  retire  from  the  field,  with  the  neceffity  that  cal¬ 
led  him  to  it,  and  not  till  then — Not  till  the  enemies  of  his  country, 
the  flaves  of  power,  and  the  hirelings  of  injudice,  were  compelled  to 
abandon  their  fchemes,  and  acknowledge  America  as  terrible  in  arms 
as  die  had  been  humble  in  remondrance.  With  this  objedf  in  view, 

he  has  long  fliared  in  your  toils  and  mingled  in  your  dangers. _ He  has 

felt  the  cold  hand  of  poverty  without  a  murmur,  and  has  feen  the  in¬ 
dolence  of  wealth  without  a  figh. — But,  too  much  under  the  dire&ion 
of  his  wi  flies,  and  fometimes  weak  enough  to  mifiake  deli  re  for  opinion, 
he  has  till  lately — very  lately  believed  in  the  judice  of  his  country. 
He  hoped,  that  as  the  clouds  of  adverfity  fcattered,  and  as  the  funfhine 
of  peace  and  better  fortune  broke  in  upon  us,  the  coldnefs  and  feveri- 
ty  of  government  would  relax,  and  that,  more  than  judice,  that  gra¬ 
titude  would  blaze  forth  upon  thofe  hands,  which  had  upheld  her,  in 
the  darked  dages  of  her  paflage,  from  impending  fervitude  to  acknow¬ 
ledged  independence.  But  faith  has  its  limits  as  well  as  temper,  and 
there  are  points  beyond  which,  neither  can  be  dretched,  without  fink¬ 
ing  into  cowardice  or  plunging  into  credulity.^ — This,  my  friends,  I 
conceive  to  be  your  fituation. — Hurried  to  the  very  verge  of  both,  an¬ 
other  dep  would  ruin  you  forever. — 1  o  be  tame  and  unprovoked  when 
injuries  prefs  hard  upon  you,  is  more  than  weaknefs  ;  but  to  look  up 
for  kinder  ufage,  without  one  manly  effort  of  your  own,  would  fix  your 
chara&er,  and  Ihew  the  world  how  richly  youdeferve  thole  chains  you 
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broke.  To  guard  againfl  this  evil,  let  us  take  a  review  of  the  ground 
upon  which  we  now  hand,  and  from  thence  carry  our  thoughts  forward 
for  a  moment,  into  the  unexplored  field  of  expedient. 

After  a  purfuit  of  feven  long  years,  the  objed  for  which  we  let  out 
is  at  length  brought  within  our  reach - Yes,  my  friends,  that  inher¬ 

ing  courage  of  yours  was  a£live  once— —it  has  conducted  the  United 
States  of  America  through  a  doubtful  and  a  bloody  war.  It  has  pla¬ 
ced  her  in  the  chair  of  independency,  and  peace  returns  again  to 

blefs _ whom  ?— A  country  willing  to  redrefs  your  wrongs,  cherilh 

your  worth  and  reward  your  fervices,  a  country  courting  your  return 
to  private  life,  with  tears  of  gratitude  and  liniles  of  admiration,  long¬ 
ing  to  divide  with  you  that  independency  which  your  gallantry  has 
given,  and  thofe  riches  which  your  wounds  have  preferved  ?  Is  this  the 
cafe  ?  Or  is  it  rather,  a  country  that  tramples  upon  your  rights,  dil- 
dains  your  cries  and  intuits  your  diftreffes  ?  Have  you  not,  moie  than 
once  fuggefted  your  withes,  and  made  known  your  wants  to  Congrefs  ? 
Wants  and  wi flies  which  gratitude  and  policy  lliould  have  anticipated, 
rather  than  evaded.  And  have  you  not  lately,  in  the  meek  language 
of  entreating  memorials,  begged  from  their  juftice,  what  you  would  no 
longer  expect;  from  their  favour  ?  How  have  you  been  anfwered  ?  Let 
the  letter  which  you  are  called  to  confider  to-morrow  make  reply. 

If  this,  then,  be  your  treatment,  while  the  fwords  you  wear  are  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  defence  of  America,  what  have  you  to  exped  from 
peace,  when  your  voice  fhall  fink,  and  your  (Length  diffipate  by  divi- 
(lon  ?  When  thofe  very  fwords,  the  inftruments  and  companions  of  your 
glory,  fliall  be  taken  from  your  fides,  and  no  remaining  mark  of  mili¬ 
tary  diftindion  left  but  your  wants,  infirmities  and  fears  ?  Gan  you 
then  confent  to  be  the  only  fufferers  by  this  revolution,  and  retiring 
from  the  field,  grow  old  in  poverty?  wretchednefs  and  contempt  ?  Can 
you  confent  to  wade  through  the  vile  mire  of  dependency,  and  owe  the 
miferable  remnant  of  that  life  to  charity,  which  has  hitherto  been 
fpent  in  honor  ! — If  you  can — go — and  carry  with  ycu,  the  jeft  of 
tories  and  the  fcorn  of  whigs — the  ridicule,  and  what  is  worfe,  the  pity 
of  the  world.  Go,  ffarve,  and  be  forgotten  !  But,  if  your  fpirit  fhould 
revolt  at  this  ;  if  you  have  fenfe  enough  to  difeover,  and  fpirit  enough 
to  oppofe  tyranny  under  whatever  garb  it  may  afTume  ;  whether  it  be 
the  plain  coat  of  republicanifm,  or  the  fplendid  robe  of  royalty  ;  if  you 
have  yet  learned  to  diferiminate  between  a  people  and  a  caufe,  between 
men  and  principles — awake  ;  attend  to  your  fituation  and  redrefs 
yourfelves.  If  the  prefent  moment  be  loll,  every  future  effort  is  in 
vain  ;  and  your  threats  then,  will  be  as  empty  as  your  intreaties  now. 

I  would  advife  you,  therefore,  to  come  to  fome  final  opinion  upon 
what  you  can  bear,  and  what  you  will  fuffier.  If  your  determination, 
be  in  any  proportion  to  your  wrongs,  carry  your  appeal  from  the  juf¬ 
tice,  to  the  fears  of  government.  Change  the  milk-and-water  ftyle  of 
your  lafl  memorial  ;  aflume  a  bolder  tone — decent,  but  lively,  lpirited 
and  determined,  and  fufpeft  the  man  who  would  advife  to  more  mode¬ 
ration  and  longer  forbearance.  Let  two  or  three  men,  who  can  feel 
as  well  as  write,  be  appointed  to  draw  up  your  laft  remonftrance  ;  for, 
I  would  no  longer  give  it  the  fueing,  foft,  unfuccefsful  epithet  of  me¬ 
morial.  Let  it  be  represented  in  language  that  will  neither  dilhonour 
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you  by  its  rudrnefs,  nor  betray  you  by  its  fears,  what  has  been  pro^ 
ini  fed  by  Congrefs,  and  what  has  been  performed — how  long  and  how 
patiently  you  have  fullered — how  little  you  have  alked,  and  how  much 
ol  that  little  has  been  denied.  "Fell  them  that,  though  you  were  the 
fir  ft,  and  would  wifh  to  be  the  laft  to  encounter  danger  :  though  defpair 
itfelf  can  never  drive  you  into  difhonour,  it  may  drive  you  from  the 
field  :  that  the  wound  often  irritated,  and  never  healed,  may  at  length 
become  incurable  ;  and  that  the  flighteft  mark  of  indignity  from  Con- 
grels  now,  mult  operate  like  the  grave,  and  part  you  for  ever  :  that 
in  any  political  event,  the  army  has  its  alternative.  If  peace,  that 
nothing  1 1 1  a  1 1  leparate  you  from  your  arms  but  death  :  if  war,  that 
courting  the  aufpices,  and  inviting  the  direction  of  your  illuftrious 
leader,  you  will  retire  to  fome  unfettled  country,  fmile  in  your 
turn,  and  u  mock  when  their  fear  cometh  on.”  But  let  it  reprefent 
alfo,  that  Ihould  they  comply  with  the  requeft  of  your  late  memorial, 
it  would  make  you  more  happy  and  them  more  relpedtable.  That 
while  war  Ihould  continue,  you  would  follow  their  ftandard  into  the 
field,  and  when  it  came  to  an  end,  you  would  withdraw  into  the  lhade 
of  private  life,  and  give  the  world  another  fubjeft  of  wonder  and  ap- 
plaufe  ;  an  army  victorious  over  its  enemies — victorious  over  itfelf. 

(No.  3.) 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head-^hiarters ,  Newburgh ,  Tuesday ,  March  1  1,  1783. 

The  commander  in  chief,  having  heard  that  a  general  meeting  of 
the  officers  of  the  army  was  propofed  to  be  held  this  day  at  the  new 
building,  in  an  anonimous  paper  which  was  circulated  yefterriay  by  fome 
unknown  perfon,  conceives,  although  he  is  fully  perfuaded  that  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  officers  would  induce  them  to  pay  very  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  fuch  an  irregular  invitation,  his  duty,  as  well  as  the  reputation 
and  true  intereft  of  the  army,  requires  his  dilapprobation  oi  fuch  dif- 
orderly  proceedings.  At  the  fame  time  he  requefts  the  general  and 
field-officers  with  one  officer  from  each  company,  and  a  proper  repre- 
fentation  from  the  ftaflf  of  the  army,  will  aft'emble  at  12  o’clock  on 
Saturday  next,  at  the  new  building,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  army  to  Congrefs.  After  mature  deliberation,  they  will 
devife  what  further  meafures  ought  to  be  adopted  as  moll  rational  and 
beft  calculated  to  attain  the  juft  and  important  objeCl  in  view.  The 
fenior  officer  in  rank,  prelent,  will  be  pleated  to  prelide,  and  report  the 
refult  of  the  deliberations  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

(No.  4.) 

To  the  Officers  of  the  Army . 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  author  of  a  late  addrefs,  anxious  to  deferve,  though  he  fhould 
fail  to  engage  your  efteem  ;  and  determined,  at  every  rifque,  to  unfold 
your  duty,  and  difcharge  his  own,  would  beg  leave  to  lolicit  the  fur¬ 
ther  indulgence  of  a  few  moments  attention.  Aware  of  the  coynefs 
with  which  his  laft  letter  would  be  received,  he  fells  himfelf  neither 
difappointed  nor  difplealed  with  the  caution  it  has  met.  Ye  well  knew 
that  it  fpoke  a  language,  which  till  now,  had  been  heard  only  in  whit- 
pers,  and  that  it  contained  fome  fentinients  which  confidence  itfelf 
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would  have  breathed  with  didruft.  But  their  lives  have  been  Short, 
and  their  observations  imperfect  indeed,  who  have  yet  to  learn  that 
alarms  may  be  falfe  ;  that  the  bed  de Signs  are  Sometimes  obliged  to 
a  {Tame  the  word  afpeCt ;  and  that,  however  lynonimous  Surprize  and 
dilader  may  be  in  military  phrafe,  in  moral  and  political  meaning,  they 
convey  ideas  as  different  as  they  are  didinef. 

Suspicion,  detedable  as  it  is  in  private  life,  is  the  lovehed  trait  of 
political  characters.  It  prompts  you  to  enquiry,  bars  the  door  againft 
defign,  and  opens  every  avenue  to  truth.  It  was  the  fird  to  oppofe  a 
tyrant  here,  and  dill  dands  centinel  over  the  liberties  of  America. 
With  this  belief,  it  would  illy  become  me  to  hide  the  voice  of  this  ho¬ 
ned  guardian  ;  a  guardian,  who,  authorized  by  circumdances  digeded 
into  proof,  has  herfelf  given  birth  to  the  addrefs  you  have  read,  and 
now  goes  forth  among  you,  with  a  requed  to  all,  that  it  may  be  treat¬ 
ed  fairly  ;  that  it  be  conddered  before  it  be  abufed,  and  condemned 
before  it  be  tortured  ;  convinced  that  in  a  Search  alter  error,  truth 
will  appear,  that  apathy  itfelf  will  grow  warm  in  the  purfuit,  and  though 
it  will  be  the  lad  to  adopt  her  advice,  it  will  be  the  fil'd  to  aCt  upon  it. 

The  general  orders  of  yederday,  which  the  weak  may  midake  for 
disapprobation,  and  the  defigning  dare  to  reprefent  as  Such,  wears,  in 
my  opinion,  a  very  different  complexion,  and  carries  with  it  a  very  op- 
polite  tendency.  Till  now  the  commander  in  chief  has  regarded  the 
deps  you  have  taken  for  redrefs,  with  good  willies  alone.  His  oden- 
fible  Silence  has  authorized  your  meetings,  and  his  private  opinion  has 
Sanctified  your  claims.  Had  he  difliked  the  object  in  view,  would  not 
the  fame  fenfe  of  duty  which  forbade  you  from  meeting  on  the  third 
day  of  the  week,  have  forbidden  you  from  meeting  on  the  Seventh  ?  Is 
not  the  Same  SubjeCt  held  up  for  your  difeudion  ?  and  has  it  not  paf- 
fed  the  Seal  of  office,  and  taken  all  the  Solemnity  of  an  order  ?  This 
will  give  fydem  to  your  proceedings,  and  dability  to  your  refolves.  It 
will  ripen  Speculation  into  SaCt,  and  while  it  adds  to  the  unanimity, 
it  cannot  poffibly  lelfen  the  independency  of  your  Sentiments.  It  may 
be  necefTary  to  add,  upon  this  SubjeCt,  that,  from  the  injunction  with 
which  the  general  orders  clofe,  every  man  is  at  liberty  to  conclude 
that  the  report  to  be  made  to  head-quarters  is  intended  for  Gongrefs. 
Hence  will  arife  another  motive  for  that  energy  which  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  :  for,  can  you  give  the  lie  to  the  pathetic  deferiptions  of  your 
representations,  and  the  more  alarming  predictions  of  our  friends  ?  To 
fi;ch  as  make  a  want  of  Signature  an  objection  to  opinion,  I  reply,  that 
it  matters  very  little  who  is  the  author  of  Sentiments  which  grow  out 
of  your  feelings,  and  apply  to  your  wants  ;  that  in  this  indance,  diffi¬ 
dence  fuggeded,  what  experience  enjoins  ;  and  that  while  I  continue 
to  move  on  the  high  road  of  argument  and  advice,  which  is  open  to 
all,  I  fhali  continue  to  be  the  Sole  confident  of  my  own  fecret.  But, 
Should  the  time  come,  when  it  fhali  be  necefTary  to  depart  from  this 
general  line,  and  hold  up  any  individual  among  you  as  an  object  of  the 
refentment  or  contempt  of  the  reft,  I  thus  publicly  pledge  my  honor 
as  a  Soldier,  and  veracity  as  a  man,  that  I  will  then  affume  a  vifible 
exidence,  and  give  my  name  to  the  army,  with  as  little  referve  as  I 
now  give  my  opinions.  # 
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Head-Quarters,  Newburgh ,  March  18,  1783. 

SIR, 

The  refult  of  the  proceedings  of  the  grand  convention  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  which  I  have  the  honor  ol  enclofing  to  your  excellency  for  the 
infpeaion  of  Congrefs,  will,  1  flatter  myfelf,  be  confidered  as  the  laft 
glorious  proof  of  patriotifm  which  could  have  been  given  by  men  who 
alpired  to  the  diftinaion  of  a  patriot  army  ;  and  will  not  only  confirm 
their  claim  to  the  juftice,  but  will  increale  their  title  to  the  gratitude 
of  their  country. 

Having  feen  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  army  terminate  with 
perfea  unanimity,  and  in  a  manner  entirely  confonant  to  my  wilhes  ; 
being  imprefled  with  the  livelieft  fentiments  of  affeaion  for  thofe  who 
have  io  long,  fo  patiently,  and  fo  cheerfully  fuffered  and  fought  under 
iny  immediate  direaion  ;  having  from  motives  of  juftice,  duty  and  gra¬ 
titude,  fpontanioufly  offered  myfelf  as  an  advocate  for  their  rights  ; 
and  having  been  requefled  to  write  to  your  excellency,  earneftly  en¬ 
treating  the  moft  fpeedy  decifion  of  Congrefs  upon  the  fubjeds  of  the 
late  addrefs  from  the  army  to  that  honorable  body  ;  it  now  only  re¬ 
mains  for  me  to  perform  the  talk  I  have  alfumed,  and  to  intercede  in 
their  behalf,  as  I  now  do,  that  the  fovereign  power  will  be  pleafed  to 
verify  the  predidions  I  have  pronounced  of,  and  the  confidence  the 
army  have  repofed  in  the  juftice  of  their  country. 

And  here  I  humbly  conceive  it  is  altogether  unneceffary  (while  I 
am  pleading  the  caufe  of  an  army  which  have  done  and  fuffered  more 
than  any  other  army  ever  did  in  the  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  human  nature)  to  expatiate  on  their  claims  to  the  moft  ample  com- 
penfation  for  their  meritorious  fervices,  becaufe  they  are  perfedly 
known  to  the  whole  world,  and  becaufe,  (although  the  topics  are  inex- 
hauftible)  enough  has  already  been  faid  on  the  fubjed.  To  prove 
thefe  alfertions,  to  evince  that  my  fentiments  have  ever  been  uniform, 
and  to  fhew  what  my  ideas  of  the  rewards  in  queftion  have  always 
been,  I  appeal  to  the  archives  of  Congrefs,  and  call  on  thofe  facred 
depoftts  to  witnefs  for  me.  And  in  order  that  my  obfervations  and 
arguments  in  favour  of  a  future  adequate  provifion  for  the  officers  of 
the  army  may  be  -brought  to  remembrance  again,  and  confidered  in 
a  fingle  point  of  view  without  giving  Congrefs  the  trouble  of  having 
recourfe  to  their  files,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tranfmit  herewith  an  extrad 
from  a  reprefentation  made  by  me  to  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  fo  long* 
ago  as  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  and  alfo  the  tranfeript  of  a  letter  to 
the  preftdent  of  Congrefs,  dated  near  Paffaick-Falls,  October  1  1,  17 80.* 


*  Extract  from  a  Representation  made  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to 
a  Committee  of  Congress  at  the  Army ,  29 tb  January ,  1778. 

GENTLE M  EN, 

u  THE  numerous  defers  in  our  prefent  military  eftablifhment,  render¬ 
ing  many  reformations  and  many  new  arrangements  abfolutelyneceffary, 
and  Congrefs  having  been  pleafed  to  appoint  you  a  committee,  in  concert 
with  me,  to  make  and  recommend  fuch  as  fhall  appear  eligible,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  various  objeds  expreffed  in  their  refolution  for  that  pur- 
pofe  I  have  in  the  following  flieets  briefly  delivered  my  fentiments 
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That  in  the  critical  and  perilous  moment  when  the  laft  mentioned 
communication  was  made,  there  was  the  utmoft  danger  a  diffolution  of 
the  army  would  have  taken  place,  unlefs  meafures  fimilar  to  thofe  re¬ 
commended  had  been  adopted,  will  not  admit  a  doubt.  That  the 
adoption  of  the  refolution,  granting  half-pay  for  life,  has  been  attended 
with  all  the  happy  confequences  I  had  foretold,  fo  far  as  refped/ted  the 
good  of  the  fervice,  let  the  aftonilhing  contrail  between  the  (late  of 
the  army  at  this  inftant,  and  at  the  former  period,  determine.  And 
that  the  eftablilhment  of  funds,  and  fecurity  of  the  payment  of  all  the 
juft  demands  of  the  army,  will  be  the  moft  certain  means  of  preferving 


upon  fuch  of  them  as  feemed  to  me  moft  effential,  fo  far  as  obfervation 
has  fuggefted  and  leifure  permitted.  Thefe  are  fubmitted  to  conftde- 
ration,  and  I  lhall  be  happy  if  they  are  found  conducive  to  remedying 
the  evils  and  inconveniencies  we  are  now  fubjedl  to,  and  putting  the 
army  upon  a  more  refpe£table  footing.  Something  mull  be  done  ; 
important  alterations  mull  be  made  ;  neceflity  requires  that  our  re- 
fources  Ihould  be  enlarged  and  our  fyftem  improved  ;  for  without  it, 
if  the  diflolution  of  the  army  Ihould  not  be  the  confequence,  at  leaft, 
its  operations  mull  infallibly  be  feeble,  languid  and  ineffectual. 

u  As  I  confider  a  proper  and  fatisfactory  provilion  for  officers,  in  a 
manner  as  the  bafts  of  every  other  regulation  and  arrangement  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  made  ;  fince  without  officers  no  army  can  exift,  and  un¬ 
lefs  fome  meafures  be  devifed  to  place  thofe  of  ours  in  a  more  aefirable 
fttuation,  few  of  them  would  be  able,  if  willing  to  continue  in  it. — I 
lhall  begin  with  a  few  reflections  tending  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  a 
half-pay  and  penftonary  eftablilhment. 

u  A  fmall  knowledge  of  human  nature  will  convince  us  that  with 
far  the  greateft  part  of  mankind,  intereft  is  the  governing  principle, 
and  that  almoft  every  man  is  more  or  lefs  under  its  influence.  Mo¬ 
tives  of  public  virtue  may  for  a  time,  or  in  particular  inftances,  actuate 
men  to  the  obfervance  of  a  conduct  purely  diftnterefted,  but  they  are 
not  of  themfelves  fufficient  to  produce  a  perfevering  conformity  to  the 
refined  dictates  and  obligations  of  focial  duty  ;  few  mep  are  capable 
of  making  a  continuel  facrifice  of  all  views  of  private  intereft  or  ad¬ 
vantage,  to  the  common  good  :  it  is  in  vain  to  exclaim  againft  the 
depravity  of  human  nature  on  this  account — the  fact  is  fo,  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  every  age  and  nation  has  proved  it,  and  we  mull  in  a  great 
meafure  change  the  conftitution  of  man,  before  we  can  make  it  other- 
wife  ;  no  inftitution  not  built  on  the  prefumptive  truths  of  thefe  max¬ 
ims,  can  fucceed. 

“  W e  find  them  exemplified  in  the  American  officers,  as  well  as  in 
all  other  men.  At  the  commencement  of  the  difpute  ;  in  the  firft  ef- 
fuftons  of  their  zeal,  and  looking  upon  the  fervice  to  be  only  tempo¬ 
rary,  they  entered  into  it  without  paying  any  regard  to  pecuniary  or 
felfifh  conftderations  ;  but  finding  its  duration  to  be  much  longer  than 
they  at  firft  fufpected,  and  that,  inftead  of  deriving  any  advantage  from 
the  hardlhips  and  dangers  to  which  they  were  expofed,  they,  on  the 
contrary,  were  lofers  by  their  patriotifm,  and  fell  far  Ihort  even  of  a 
competency  to  fnpply  their  wants,  they  have  gradually  abated  in  their 
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the  national  faith  and  future  tranquility  of  this  extenfive  continent,  is 
my  decided  opinion. 

By  the  preceding  remarks,  it  will  readily  be  imagined,  that  inftead 
of  retracing  and  reprehending  (from  farther  experience  and  reflection) 
the  mode  of  compenfation  fo  ftrenuoufly  urged  in  the  enclofures,  I  am 
more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  fentiment,  and  if  in  the  wrong,  fuf- 
fer  me  to  pleafe  myfelf  with  the  grateful  delufion. 

For  if,  belides  the  limple  payment  of  their  wages,  a  further  com- 
penlation  is  not  due  to  the  fufferings  and  facrifices  of  the  officers,  then 
have  I  been  miftaken  indeed.  If  the  whole  army  have  not  merited 


ardor  ;  and  with  many  an  entire  difinclination  to  the  fervice,  under  its 
prefent  circumftances,  has  taken  place.  To  this,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
mu  ft  be  afcribed  the  frequent  refignations  daily  happening,  and  the 
more  frequent  importunities  for  permiffion  to  refign,  and  from  fome 
officers  oi  the  greated  merit  ;  to  this  alfo  mav  be  afcribed  the  apathy, 
inattention  and  negleCl  of  duty,  which  pervade  all  ranks,  and  which 
will  necelYarily  continue  and  increafe,  while  an  officer,  inftead  of  gain¬ 
ing  any  thing  is  impoverifhed  by  his  commiffion,  and  conceives  he  is 
conferring,  not  receiving  a  favour  in  holding  it.  There  can  be  no  fuf- 
ficient  tie  upon  men  poffeffing  fuch  fentiments  ;  nor  can  any  method 
be  adopted  to  oblige  thofe  to  a  punctual  difcharge  of  duty,  who  are 
indifferent  about  their  continuance  in  the  fervice,  and  are  often  feek- 
ing  a  pretext  to  difengage  themfelves  from  it.  Punifhment,  in  this 
cafe,  will  be  unavailing  ;  but  when  an  officer’s  commiffion  is  made  va¬ 
luable  to  him,  and  he  fears  to  lofe  it,  you  may  then  exadt  obedience 
from  him. 

“  It  is  not  indeed  confident  with  reafon  or  juftice,  to  expeft  that 
one  fet  of  men  fhould  make  a  facrifice  of  property,  domeftic  eafe  and. 
happinefs,  encounter  the  rigors  of  the  field,  the  perils  and  viciffitudes 
of  war,  to  obtain  thofe  bleffings  which  every  citizen  will  enjoy  in  com¬ 
mon  with  them,  without  fome  adequate  compenfation.  It  muft  alfo  be 
a  comfortlefs  reflection  to  any  man,  that  after  he  may  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  fecuring  the  rights  of  his  country,  at  the  rifque  of  his  life 
and  the  ruin  of  his  fortune,  there  would  be  no  provifion  made  to  pre¬ 
vent  himfelf  and  family  from  finking  into  indigence  and  wretchednefs. 
Befides  adopting  fome  methods  to  make  the  provifion  for  officers  equal 
to  their  prefent  exigences,  a  due  regard  fhould  be  paid  to  futurity. 
Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  would  ferve  more  powerfully  to  reanimate 
their  langui filing  zeal,  and  intereft  them  thoroughly  in  the  fervice, 
than  a  half-pay  and  penfionary  eftabliflnnent.  This  would  not  only 
difpel  the  apprehenfion  of  perfonal  diftrefs  at  the  termination  of  the 
war,  from  having  thrown  themfelves  out  of  profeffions  and  employ¬ 
ments  they  might  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  refume,  but  would  in 
a  great  degree  relieve  the  painful  anticipation  of  leaving  their  widows 
and  orphans  a  burthen  on  the  charity  of  their  country,  fhould  it  be 
their  lot  to  fall  in  its  defence. 

a  1  am  earned  in  recommending  this  meafure,  becaufe  I  know  it  is 
the  general  wifh  and  expectation,  and  that  many  officers,  whom,  upon 
every  principle  we  fhould  wifh  to  retain  in  the  fervice,  are  only  wait- 
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whatever  a  grateful  people  can  bellow,  then  have  I  been  beguiled  by 
prejudice,  and  built  opinion  on  the  balls  of  error.  It  this  country 
fhoiuld  not,  in  the  event,  perform  every  thing  which  has  been  requei- 
ted  in  the  late  memorial  to  Congrels,  then  will  my  belief  become  vain, 
and  the  hope  that  has  been  excited,  void  of  foundation.  And  if,  (as 
has  been  fuggelted  for  the  purpofe  of  inflaming  their  paffions)  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  army  “  are  to  be  the  only  fufferers  by  this  revolution  ;  it 
retiring  from  the  field  they  are  to  grow  old  in  poverty,  wretchednefs 
and  contempt  :  if  they  are  to  wade  through  the  vile  mire  of  depen¬ 
dency,  and  owe  the  miferable  remnant  of  that  life  to  charity,  which 


ing  to  fee  whether  fomething  of  the  kind  will,  or  will  not  take  place, 
to  be  determined  in  their  reiolution,  either  of  flaying  in  or  quitting 
it  immediately  ;  and  I  urge  my  fentiments  with  the  greater  freedom, 
becaufe  I  cannot  and  fhall  not  receive  the  fmalleft  benefit  from  the 
eftablilhment,  and  can  have  no  other  inducement  for  propofing  it,  than 
a  full  conviction  of  its  utility  and  propriety. 

a  I  am  fenfible,  the  expenfe  will  be  a  capital  objection  to  it,  but  to 
this  I  oppofe  the  neceflity — the  officers  are  now  difcontented  with 
their  fituation  :  if  fome  generous  expedient  is  not  embraced  to  remove 
their  difcontent,  fo  extenfive  a  defertion  from  the  fervice  will  enfue, 
and  fo  much  difcouragement  be  caff  upon  thofe  who  remain,  as  mufl 
wound  it  in  a  very  effential  manner.  Everything  that  has  this  effedl, 
has  a  tendency  at  lead,  to  protract  the  war,  and  though  didlated  by 
a  well  intended  frugality,  will,  I  fear,  in  the  end  prove  erroneous 
ceconomy.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  Congress ,  dated 

Passaick  Falls,  1  Ith  October ,  1780. 

u  THAT  there  are  the  moft  conclufive  reafons  for  reducing  the 
number  of  regiments,  no  perfon  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  our 
affairs,  and  the  Hate  of  the  army,  will  deny.  A  want  of  officers,  in¬ 
dependent  of  other  confiderations,  were  fufficient  to  compel  us  ;  but 
that  the  temper  of  the  army,  produced  by  its  fufferings,  requires  great 
caution  in  any  reforms  that  are  attempted,  is  a  pofition  not  lefs  evi¬ 
dent  than  the  former.  In  fervices  the  bed  edablifhed,  where  the  hands 
of  government  are  drengthened  by  the  dronged  intereds  of  the  army 
to  fubmiffion,  the  reducing  of  its  regiments,  and  difmifling  a  great 
part  of  its  officers  is  always  a  meafure  of  difficulty  and  delicacy.  In 
ours,  where  the  officers  are  held  by  the  feebled  ties,  and  are  mouldering 
away  by  daily  refignations,  it  is  peculiarly  fo.  The  lad  reduction  oc- 
cadoned  many  to  quit  the  fervice  befides  thofe  who  were  reformed, 
and  left  durable  feeds  of  difcontent  among  thofe  who  remained.  The 
general  topic  of  declamation  was,  that  it  was  as  hard  as  difhonourable 
for  men,  who  had  made  every  facrifice  to  the  fervice  to  be  turned  out 
of  it  at  the  pleafure  of  thofe  in  power,  without  an  adequate  compen- 
fation.  In  the  maturity  to  which  their  uneafineffes  have  now  arifen, 
from  a  continuance  in  mifery,  they  will  be  dill  more  impatient  under 
ar*  attempt  of  a  hmilar  nature.  How  far  thefe  difpofitions  may  be 
reafonable,  I  pretend  not  to  decide,  but  in  the  extremity  to  which  we 
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has  hitherto  been  fpent  in  honor,”  then  {hall  I  have  learned  what  in¬ 
gratitude  is,  then  ft  all  I  have  realized  a  tale  which  will  embitter  every 
moment  of  my  future  life. 

But  I  am  under  no  luch  apprehenfions  ;  a  country  refcued  by  their 
arms  from  impending  ruin,  will  never  leave  unpaid  the  debt  of  grati¬ 
tude. 

Should  any  intemperate  or  improper  warmth  have  mingled  itfelf 
among  the  foregoing  obfervations,  I  muft  entreat  your  excellency  and 
Congrefs,  it  may  be  attributed  to  the  effufion  of  an  hone  ft  zeal  in  the 
beft  ol  caufes,  and  that  my  peculiar  fituation  may  be  my  apology  ;  and 


are  arrived,  policy  forbids  us  to  add  new  irritations  ;  too  many  of  the 
officers  wilh  to  get  rid  ot  their  commiffions,  but  they  are  unwilling  to 
be  forced  into  it. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  thefe  remarks  to  difcourage  a  reform,  but 
to  ftew  the  neceffity  of  guarding  againft  the  ill  effe&s  by  an  ample 
provifion,  both  for  the  officers  who  hay,  and  for  thofe  who  are  reduced. 
This  ftould  be  the  bails  of  the  plan,  and  without  it  1  apprehend  the 
moft  mifchievous  confequences,  this  would  obviate  many  fcruples  that 
will  otherwife  be  found  prejudicial  in  the  extreme.  I  am  convinced 
Congrefs  are  not  a  little  ftraitned  in  the  means  of  a  prefent  provifion, 
fo  ample  as  to  give  fatisfaftion,  but  this  proves  the  expediency  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  one,  and  brings  me  to  that  which  I  have  fo  frequently  recommend¬ 
ed  as  the  molt  (Economical,  the  moil  politic  and  the  molt  effectual  that 
could  be  devifed,  a  half-pay  for  life  :  fupported  by  aprofpedl  of  a  per¬ 
manent  dependence,  the  officers  would  be  tied  to  the  fervice,  and  would 
fubmit  to  many  momentary  privations,  and  to  the  inconveniencies 
which  the  fituation  of  public  affairs  makes  unavoidable.  This  is 
exemplified  in  the  Pennfylvania  officers,  who,  being  upon  this  eftablifh- 
ment,  are  fo  much  interefted  in  the  fervice,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
months  there  has  been  only  one  refignation  in  that  line. 

u  If  the  objection  drawn  from  the  principle  of  this  meafure,  being 
incompatible  with  the  genius  of  our  government,  is  thought  unfur- 
mountable,  1  would  propofe  a  fubftitute  lefs  eligible,  in  my  opinion, 
but  which  may  anfwer  the  purpofe — It  is,  to  make  the  prefent  half¬ 
pay  for  feven  years  whole  pay  for  the  fame  period,  to  be  advanced  in 
two  different  payments  ;  one  half  in  a  year  after  the  conclufion  of 
peace,  the  other  half  in  two  years  fubfequent  to  the  firfl. 

u  No  obje&ion  to  this  meafure  occurs  to  me,  except  it  be  thought 
too  great  an  expenfe  ;  but  in  my  judgment,  whatever  can  give  con- 
fiftency  to  our  military  eftabliftment,  will  be  ultimately  favourable 
to  ceconomy.  It  is  not  eafy  to  be  conceived,  except  by  thofe  who  are 
witnefles  to  it,  what  an  additional  wafte  and  conlumption  of  every 
thing,  and  confequently  what  an  increafe  of  expenfe,  refults  from  the 
laxnefs  of  difcipline  in  the  army  ;  and  where  the  officers  think  they 
are  doing  the  public  a  favour  by  holding  their  commiffions,  and  the 
men  are  continually  fluctuating,  it  is  impoffihle  to  maintain  difcipline. 
Nothing  can  to  me  be  more  obvious  than  that  a  found  military  efta¬ 
bliftment  and  the  interefts  of  ceconomy  are  the  fame  :  how  much  more 


1 79 


M  *•'- 


APRIL  1783. 


I  hope  I  need  not,  on  this  momentous  occafion,  make  any  new  protes¬ 
tations  of  difintereftednefs,  having  ever  renounced  tor  myfelf  the  idea 
of  pecuniary  reward.  The  confcioufnefs  of  having  attempted  faith¬ 
fully  to  difcharge  my  duty,  and  the  approbation  of  my  country,  will  be 
a  Sufficient  recompense  for  my  Services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  See. 

George  Washington. 

His  excellency  the 
preSident  of  Congrefs. 


the  purpofes  of  the  war  will  be  promoted  by  it  in  other  refpedls,  will 
not  admit  of  an  argument. 

In  realoning  upon  the  meaSure  of  a  future  provifion,  I  have  heard 
gentlemen  object  the  want  of  it  in  Some  foreign  armies,  without  ad¬ 
verting  to  the  difference  of  circumlfances.  The  military  flate  holds 
the  firft  rank  in  molt  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  is  the  road  to 
honor  and  emolument.  The  eftablifhment  is  permanent,  and  whate¬ 
ver  be  an  officer’s  provilion,  it  is  for  life,  and  he  has  a  profeffion  for 
life  ;  he  has  future  as  well  as  prefent  motives  of  military  honor  and 
preferment ;  he  is  attached  to  the  Service  by  the  Spirit  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  by  education,  and  in  mo  ft  cafes  by  early  habit ;  his  prefent  con¬ 
dition,  if  not  Splendid,  is  comfortable  ;  penlions,  diftindtions  and  par¬ 
ticular  privileges,  are  commonly  his  rewards  in  retirement.  In  the 
cafe  of  the  American  officers,  military  character  has  been  Suddenly 
taken  up,  and  is  tQ  -end  with  the  war. 

Congrefs  will  herewith  receive  a  lift  of  the  officers  in  the  New- 
Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania .  and  Maryland  lines,  previous  to  its  marching  to  the 
Southward  ;  al So  in  Crane’s  and  Lamb’s  artillery,  Sheldon’s  horfe  ;  and 
in  Hazen’s.,  Sherburn’s,  Spender’s  and  Livingfton’s  regiments,  who 
have  actually  had  their  refignations  entered  at  head-quarters  in  the 
courfe  of  this  year  ;  and  who,  in. general,  urged  their  neceffities  when 
they  applied  on  the  fubjedl,  and  infilled,  notwithftanding  every  per- 
fuaSion  to  induce  their  continuance,  that  their  circumftances  would  not 
admit  of  their  remaining  in  Service  longer.  Befides  thoSe  resigna¬ 
tions,  there  are  a  great  many  of  which  I  have  no  certain  account,  as 
the  officers  being  permitted  to  go  home  on  furlough  in  the  courfe  of 
the  laft  winter,  have  never  rejoined  the  army,  and  have  only  Sent  mef- 
fages,  or  written  to  their  regimental  officers,  that  their  own  diftreffes 
and  thofe  of  their  families,  would  not  permit  their  return.  As  to  the 
refignations  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Virginia  line  and  the  other 
troops  at  the  Southward,  fince  they  were  adding  in  that  quarter,  I  have 
no  account  of  them,  but  I  make  no  doubt  that  many  have  happened. 
All  thefe  Serve  to  (hew  the  neceffity  of  Some  more  competent  eftablifh¬ 
ment  than  the  prefent  one  ;  and  I  hold  it  my  duty  to  mention,  from 
the  accounts  I  daily  receive,  unlefs  this  is  the  cafe,  that  I  have  ftrong 
reafons  to  believe  we  fhall  not  be  able  to  retain,  after  the  end  of  the 
campaign,  as  many  officers,  efpecially  in  Some  lines,  as  will  be  even 
Sufficient  for  the  common  duties  when  in  quarters.  If  matters  fortu- 
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Cantonment ,  1 5th  March ,  1783, 

The  officers  of  the  army  being  convened  agreeably  to  a  general  or¬ 
der  of  the  1  1th  inftant,  the  hon.  major-general  Gates,  prefident,  his 
excellency  the  commander  in  chief  waspleafed  to  addrefs  the  meeting 
as  follows  : 

GENTLEMEN,  » 

By  an  anonimous  fummons,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  convene 
yon  together.  How  inconfiftent  with  the  rules  of  propriety,  how  un¬ 
military  and  how  fnbverfive  of  all  order  and  difcipline,  let  the  good 
ienfe  of  the  army  decide. 

In  the  moment  of  this  fummons,  another  anonimous  production  was 
fent  into  circulation,  addrefTcd  more  to  the  feelings  and  paffions  than 
to  the  realon  and  judgment  of  the  army.  The  author  of  the  piece  is 
entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  pen  ;  and  I  could  wifh 
he  had  as  much  credit  for  the  reditude  of  his  heart  ;  for,  as  men  fee 
through  different  optics,  and  are  induced  by  the  reflecting  faculties  of 
the  mind,  to  ufe  different  means  to  attain  the  fame  end,  the  author  of 
the  addrefs  fliould  have  had  more  charity  than  to  mark  for  fulpicion 
the  man  who  fliould  recommend  moderation  and  longer  forbearance, 
or,  in  other  words,  who  fliould  not  think  as  he  thinks,  and  aCt  as  he  ad- 
vifes.  But  he  had  another  plan  in  view,  in  which  candor  and  libera¬ 
lity  of  fentiment,  regard  to  juflice  and  love  of  country,  have  no  part ; 
and  he  was  right  to  infinuate  the  darkefl  fufpicion  to  effect  the  black- 
eft  defign.  That  the  addrefs  is  drawn  with  great  art,  and  is  deligned 
to  anfwer  the  moft  infidious  purpofes  ;  that  it  is  'calculated  to  imprefs 
the  mind  with  an  idea  of  premeditated  injuftice  in  the  fovereign  power 
of  the  United  States,  and  roufe  ail  thofe  refentments  which  muft  una¬ 
voidably  flow  from  fuch  a  belief  ;  that  the  fecret  mover  of  this  fcheme, 
whoever  he  may  be,  intended  to  take  advantage  of  the  paffions,  while 
they  were  ^vanned  by  the  recolleClion  of  paft  diftreffes,  without  giving 
time  for  cool,  deliberate  thinking  ;  and.  that  compofure  of  mind  which 
is  fo  neceffary  to  give  dignity  and  {lability  to  meafures,  is  rendered  too 
obvious,  by  the  mode  of  conducing  the  bufinefs,  to  need  other  proof 
than  a  reference  to  the  proceeding*. 

Thus  much,  gentlemen,  I  haVe  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  ob- 


nately  fliould  not  proceed  to  the  lengths  my  fears  forebode,  yet  Congrefs 
will  be  fen  Able  at  the  firft  view,  of  the  injuries  and  great  inconveni- 
encies  which  muft  attend  fuch  a  continual  change  of  officers  and  con- 
fequent  promotions,  which  are  and  will  be  inevitable. 

u  After  having  exhibited  this  view  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  it  is  almoft  needlefs  to  add  that,  excepting  in  the  rank  of  field  ot- 
Gers,  and  a  very  few  captains,  we  fliall  have  new  officers  to  provide, 
rather  than  old  ones  to  difband  at  the  redu&ion  of  regiments  ;  and 
how  they  are  to  be  had  I  know  not,  no  difpofition  having  been  diico- 
vered  of  late  to  enter  the  fervice.  Congrefs  have  little  to  apprehend 
on  account  of  the  expen fe  of  fupernumerary  officers  when  this  event 
takes  place.” 
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ferve  to  you,  to  {hew  upon  what  principles  I  oppofed  the  irregular 
and  hafty  meeting  which  was  proposed  to  have  been  held  on  T  uefday 
laft,  and  not  becaufe  I  wanted  a  difpofition  to  give  you  every  oppor¬ 
tunity,  confident  with  your  own  honor,  and  the  dignity  of  the  army, 
to  make  known  your  grievances.  If  my  conduct  heretofore  has  not 
evinced  to  you,  that  I  have  been  a  faithful  friend  to  the  army,  my  de¬ 
claration  of  it  at  this  time  would  be  equally  unavailing  and  improper. 
But  as  I  was  among  the  firft  who  embarked  in  the  caufe  of  our  com¬ 
mon  country  ;  as  I  have  never  left  your  fide  one  moment,  but  when 
called  from  you  on  public  duty  ;  as  I  have  been  the  conftant  compani¬ 
on  and  witnels  of  your  diftrelles,  and  not  among  the  laft  to  feel 
and  acknowledge  your  merits  ;  as  I  have  ever  confidered  my  own  mi¬ 
litary  reputation  as  infeparably  conne&ed  with  that  of  the  army  ;  as 
my  heart  has  ever  expanded  with  joy  when  I  have  heard  its  praifes,  and 
my  indignation  has  arifen  when  the  mouth  of  detraction  has  been 
opended  againft  it,  it  can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed,  at  this  laft  ftage  of  the 
war,  that  I  am  indifferent  to  its  interefts.  But  how  are  they  to  be 
promoted  ?  The  way  is  plain,  fays  the  anonymous  addrefler.  “  If 
war  continues,  remove  into  the  unfettled  country  ;  there  eftablifh 
yourfelves  and  leave  an  ungrateful  country  to  defend  itfelf.” — But 
who  are  they  to  defend  ?  Our  wives,  our  children,  our  farms  and 
other  property  which  we  leave  behind  us  ?  or,  in  this  ftate  of  hoftile 
reparation,  are  we  to  take  the  two  firft  (the  latter  cannot  be  removed) 
to  perifhin  a  wildernefs  with  hunger,  cold  andnakednefs  ?  u  If  peace 
takes  place,  never  fheath  your  fwords,”  fays  he,  u  until  you  have  ob¬ 
tained  full  and  ample  juftice.”  This  dreadful  alternative  of  either 
deferting  our  country  in  the  extremeft  hour  of  her  diftrefs,  or  turn¬ 
ing  our  arms  againft  it,  which  is  the  apparent  objeCt,  unlefs  Congrels 
can  be  compelled  into  inftant  compliance,  has  fomething  lo  blocking 
in  it,  that  humanity  revolts  at  the  idea.  My  God  !  what  can  this 
writer  have  in  view,  by  recommending  fuch  meafures  ?  Can  he  be  a 
friend  to  the  army?  Can  he  be  a  friend  to  this  country  ?  Rather  is  he 
not  an  infidious  foe  ?  Some  emiffary,  perhaps,  from  New- York,  plot¬ 
ting  the  ruin  of  both,  by  fowing  the  feeds  of  difeord  arid  feparation 
between  the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the  continent  ?  and  what  a 
compliment  does  he  pay  to  our  underftandings,  when  he  recommends 
meafures,  in  either  alternative,  impracticable  in  their  nature  ?  But, 
here,  gentlerpen,  I  will  drop  the  curtain,  becaufe  it  would  be  as  im¬ 
prudent  in  me  to  affign  my  reafons  for  this  opinion,  as  it  would  be  in¬ 
tuiting  to  your  conception  to  fuppofe  you  flood  in  need  of  them.  A 
moment’s  reflection  will  convince  every  difpaffionate  mind  of  the  phy- 
fical  impoffibiiity  of  carrying  either  propofal  into  execution.  There 
might,  gentlemen,  be  an  impropriety  in  my  taking  notice,  in  this  ad- 
drefs  to  you,  of  an  anonymous  production  ; — but  the  manner  in  which 
that  performance  has  been  introduced  to  the  army,  the  effect  it  was 
intended  to  have,  together  with  fome  other  circumftances,  will  amply 
juftify  my  obfervation  on  the  tendency  of  that  writing. 

With  refpedl  to  the  advice  given  by  the  author,  to  fiifpeti  the  man 
who  (hall  recommend  moderate  meafures  and  longer  forbearance  I 
fpurn  it,  as  every  man  who  regards  that  liberty  and  reveres  that  juftice 
for  which  we  contend,  undoubtedly  muft  ;  for,  if  men  are  to  he  pre- 
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dueled  from  offering  their  fentiments  on  a  matter  which  may  involve 
the  moft  ferious  and  alarming  confequences  that  can  invite  the  con- 
lideration  of  mankind,  reafon  is  of  no  ufe  to  us.  The  freedom  of 
i pee ch  may  be  taken  away,  and,  dumb  and  Client,  we  may  be  led,  like 
iheep,  to  the  daughter.  I  cannot,  in  judice  to  my  own  belief,  and 
what  I  have  great  reafon  to  conceive  is  the  intention  of  Congrefs, 
conclude  this  addrefs,  without  giving  it  as  my  decided  opinion,  that, 
that  honorable  body  entertain  exalted  fentiments  of  the  fervices  of 
the  army,  and  from  a  full  convi&ion  of  its  merits  and  fufferings,  will 
do  it  complete  juftice  :  that  their  endeavours  to  difeover  and  eftablifh 
funds  for  this  purpofe  have  been  unwearied,  and  will  not  ceafe  till 
they  have  fucceeded,  1  have  not  a  doubt. 

But,  like  all  other  large  bodies,  where  there  is  a  variety  of  different 
interefls  to  reconcile,  their  determinations  are  How.  Why  then  fhould 
we  diftruft  them  ?  And,  in  confequence  of  that  diftrud,  adopt  meafures 
which  may  call  a  (hade  over  that  glory  which  has  been  fo  judly  ac¬ 
quired,  and  tarnidi  the  reputation  of  an  army  which  is  celebrated 
through  all  Europe  for  its  fortitude  and  patriotifm  ?  And  for  what  is 
this  done  ?  To  bring  the  obje6\  we  leek  nearer  ?  No,  moft  certainly, 
in  my  opinion,  it  will  call  it  at  a  greater  diftance.  For  myfelf,  and 
I  take  no  merit  in  giving  the  affurance,  being  induced  to  it  from  prin¬ 
ciples  of  gratitude,  veracity  and  juftice,  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  confi¬ 
dence  you  have  ever  placed  in  me,  a  recollection  of  the  cheerful  adift- 
ance  and  prompt  obedience  I  have  experienced  from  you,  under  every 
viciditude  of  fortune,  and  the  fincere  affedtion  I  feel  for  an  army  I 
have  fo  long  had  the  honor  to  command,  will  oblige  me  to  declare,  in 
this  public  and  folemn  manner,  that  in  the  attainment  of  complete 
juftice  for  all  your  toils  and  dangers,  and  in  the  gratification  of  every 
wild,  fo  far  as  may  be  done  confidently  with  the  great  duty  I  owe  my 
country,  and  thofe  powers  we  are  bound  to  refpedt,  you  may  freely 
command  my  fervices  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  my  abilities. 

While  I  give  you  thefe  affurances,  and  pledge  myfelf  in  the  moft 
unequivocal  manner,  to  exert  whatever  ability  I  am  poffeffed  of  in 
vour  favour,  let  me  entreat  you,  gentlemen,  on  your  part,  not  to  take 
any  meafures,  which,  viewed  in  the  calm  light  of  reafon,  will  leffen  the 
dignity,  and  fully  the  glory  you  have  hitherto  maintained. — Let  me  re- 
queft  you  to  rely  on  the  plighted  faith  of  your  country,  and  place  a 
full  confidence  in  the  purity  of  the  intentions  of  Congrefs;  that,  pre¬ 
vious  to  your  diffolution  as  an  army,  they  will  caufe  all  your  accounts 
to  be  fairly  liquidated,  as  directed  in  the  refolutions  which  were  pub- 
lifhed  to  you  two  days  ago  ;  and  that  they  will  adopt  the  moft  effec¬ 
tual  meafures  in  their  power  to  render  ample  juftice  to  you  for  your 
faithful  and  meritorious  fervices.  And  let  me  conjure  you,  in  the  name 
of  our  common  country,  as  you  value  your  own  facred  honor,  as  you 
refpedt  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  as  you  regard  the  military  and  na¬ 
tional  charafter  of  America,  to  exprefs  your  utmoft  horror  and  detef- 
tation  of  the  man,  who  willies,  under  any  fpecious  pretences,  to  over¬ 
turn  the  liberties  of  our  country;  and  who  wickedly  attempts  to  open 
the  fiood-gates  of  civil  difeord,  and  deluge  our  riling  empire  in  blood. 

By  thus  determining,  and  thus  a&ing,  you  will  purfue  the  plain  and 
and  dire 61  road  to  the  attainment  of  your  willies ;  you  will  defeat  the 
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infidious  defigns  of  our  enemies,  who  are  compelled  to  refort  from  open 
force  to  fecret  artifice.  You  will  give  one  more  diftinguifhed  proof  oi: 
unexampled  patriotifm  and  patient  virtue,  riling  fuperior  to  the  pref¬ 
igure  of  the  mod  complicated  fufferings  :  and  you  will,  by  the  dignity 
of  your  condud,  afford  occa lion  for  po (ferity  to  fay,  when  (peaking  of 
the  glorious  example  you  have  exhibited  to  manking — “  bad  this  day 
been  wanting,  the  world  had  never  feen  the  lad  dage  of  perfection  to 
which  human  nature  is  capable  of  attaining.” 

His  excellency  having  withdrawn,  on  motion  by  general  Knox,  fe- 
conded  by  general  Putnam, 

Resolved ,  That  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  officers  of  the  army  be 
prefented  to  his  excellency  the  commander  in  chief,  for  his  excellent 
addrefs,  and  the  communication  he  has  been  pleafed  to  make  them  ; 
and  that  he  be  allured  that  the  officers  reciprocate  his  affectionate  ex¬ 
pressions,  with  the  greated  fmcerity  of  which  the  human  mind  is  ca¬ 
pable. 

The  addrefs  from  the  army  to  Congrefs — the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  from  the  army — and  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  25th  January, 
being  read, 

On  motion  by  general  Putnam,  feconded  by  general  Hand, 

Voted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  immediately  to  draw  up  fome 
refolutions  expreffive  of  the  budnefs  before  us,  and  to  report  in  half 
an  hour  ;  that  this  committee  confid  of  one  general-officer,  one  field- 
officer  and  one  captain  ;  and  that  general  Knox,  colonel  Brooks  and 
captain  Howard,  compole  the  faid  committee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  brought  in,  and  fully  confidered, 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That,  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war,  the  officers  of  the  American  army  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country  from  the  pured  love  and  attachment  to  the  rights  and  liber¬ 
ties  of  human  nature,  which  motives  dill  exid  in  the  highed  degree  ; 
and  that  no  circumdances  of  didrefs  or  danger  ffiall  induce  a  condud 
that  may  tend  to  fully  the  reputation  and  glory  which  they  have  ac¬ 
quired,  at  the  price  of  their  blood  and  eight  years  faithful  fervices. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  the  army  continue  to  have  an  unlhaken 
confidence  in  the  judice  of  Congrefs  and  their  country,  and  are  fully 
convinced  that  the  representatives  of  America  will  not  difband  or  dif- 
perfe  the  army  until  their  accounts  are  liquidated,  the  balances  accurate¬ 
ly  afcertained,  and  adequate  funds  edablilhed  for  payment,  and,  in  this 
arrangement,  the  officers  exped  that  the  half-pay,  or  a  commutation  of 
it,  Should  be  efficacioudy  comprehended. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  his  excellency  the  commander  in  chief 
be  requeded  to  write  to  his  excellency  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  earn- 
edly  entreating  the  mod  fpeedy  decifion  of  that  honorable  body,  upon 
the  fubjeds  of  our  late  addrefs,  which  was  forwarded  by  a  committee 
of  the  army,  fome  of  whom  are  waiting  upon  Congrefs  for  the  refult. 
In  the,  alternative  of  peace  or  war,  this  event  would  be  highly  fatif- 
faftory,  and  would  produce  immediate  tranquility  in  the  minds  of  the 
army,  and  prevent  any  further  machinations  of  defigning  men,  to  fow 
difcord  between  the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  Resolved  unanimously ,  That  the  officers  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  army,  view  with  abhorrence,  and  rejed  with  difdain,  the  infamous 
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propofitions  contained  in  a  late  anonymous  addrefs  to  the  officers  of 
the  army  ;  and  refent,  with  indignation,  the  fecret  attempts  of  fome 
unknown  perlons  to  collect  the  officers  together,  in  a  manner  totally 
fubverfive  of  all  difcipline  and  good  order. 

R  6S()l  ved  unanimously,  j  hat  tne  thanks  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
be  given  to  the  committee  who  prefented  to  Congrefs  the  late  addrefs 
of  the  army,  for  the  wifdom  and  prudence  with  which  they  have  con¬ 
ducted  that  bufinefs  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  day 
be  tranfmitted  by  the  prefident  to  major-general  M‘Dougall  ;  and  that 
he  be  requeued  to  continue  his  folicitations  at  Congrefs,  until  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  his  million  are  accompli ffied. 

The  meeting  was  then  diflblved. 

Horatio  Gates,  Major-General ,  President . 

- - 

JlJoNnnr ,  April  28,  1783. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Madifon  and  Mr.  Peters,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  fu- 
perintendant  of  finance  refpe&ing  his  continuance  in  office,  report, 

“  That  they  have  confered  with  him  accordingly  ;  and  that  the 
fubflance  of  the  conference  was,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Morris,  as  follows: 

“  That  his  continuance  in  office  was  highly  injurious  to  his  private 
affa  irs,  and  contrary  to  his  private  inclinations  ;  but  that  he  felt  the 
importance  of  the  exertions  neceffary  to  be  made  at  the  prelent  junc¬ 
ture,  towards  the  reduction  of  the  army  in  a  manner  fatisfaCtory  to 
them  and  convenient  to  the  public  ;  that,  therefore,  if  Congrefs  ffiouid 
thinffhis  fervices,  towards  effecting  that  object,  of  ’  importance,  and 
fhould  defire  them,  he  would  be  ready  to  continue  them  till  arrange- 

'  *  C 

ments  for  that  purpole  could  be  made,  and  the  engagements  taken  by 
him  in  confequence,  as  well  as  thole  already  entered  into,  could  be 
finally  completed  ;  that  in  this  cafe  he  Ihould  hope  for  the  fupport  of 
Congrefs  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  informed,  that 
Congrefs  are  of  opinion  the  public  fervice  requires  his  continuance  in 
office  till  arrangements  for  the  reduction  of  the  army  can  be  made, 
and  the  engagements  that  fhall  be  taken  by  him  in  confequence,  as 
well  as  thofe  already  entered  into,  (hall  be  finally  completed. 

JVednesdat,  April  30,  1783. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wilfon,  fcconded  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 

as  follows  : 

“  Whereas  it  is  of  importance  in  every  free  country,  that  the  con- 
duCf  and  fentiments  of  thofe  to  whom  the  direction  of  public  affairs  is 
committed,  Ihould  be  publicly  known  ;  refolved,  that  in  future  the 
doors  of  Congrefs  fhall  be  open,  unlefs  otherwife  ordered  by  a  vote  or 
by  the  rules  of  the  houfe.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  White, 
to  poftpone  the  foregoing  motion,  in  order  to  confider  the  following  : 

u  That  as  foon  as  Congrefs  fhall  have  fixed  on  fome  place  where 
they  may  propofe  to  continue  their  refidence,  and  where  they  may 
have  fome  kind  of  jurifdiclion  without  being  expofed  to  the  influence 
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of  any  particular  Hate,  it  may  be  proper  to  determine  whether  the 

doors  of  Congrefs  (hall  be  open  ..  n  , 

And  on  the  queftion  for  poftponmg  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 

the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  WiUiamfon, 


New-  Hcimpsh  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 


Mr.  While . 


no 


divided • 
divided • 


no 


Mr,  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Higgins  on, 

Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Hamilton , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  He  ms  ley , 

Mr.  Jones ,  * 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Gervais, 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wilfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  to  amend  the  original  motion  by  ftriking  out  the  words  “  unlefs 
otherwife  ordered  by  a  vote,  or  by  the  rules  of  the  houfe,”  and  infert- 
ing  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  “  fubjedl  to  fuch  rules  as  (hall  be  here¬ 
after  determined  for  that  purpofe 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut , 

New-York, 
New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland, 

Virginiay 


North  Carolina, 
South -Carol  in  a. 


ay 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsh  i  re , 
Massachusetts , 


Rhode-lslandy 

Connecticut , 

New-Yorky 
New -Jersey, 


> 

■ 


Mr.  White,  no 

Mr.  Holten ,  no 

Mr.  Osgood,  ay 

Mr.  Higginson ,  ay 

Mr.  Collins ,  no 

Mr.  Arnold,  no 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  no 

Mr.  Dyer ,  no 

Mr.  Hamilton ,  ay 

Mr.  Boudinot,  ay~\ 

Mr.  Clark,  no  >no 

Mr.  Condict ,  noj 


qy 


no 


no 


l! 
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Pennsylvania , 


Maryland , 

Virginia , 

iVo  r  /  /;  -  6V/  r  ul  i  n  a , 

Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr. 

Fitzsimmons 

Mr. 

Nils  oily 

Mr. 

Peters , 

Mr. 

Carroll  y 

Mr. 

He  ms  ley , 

Mr. 

Plainly 

Mr. 

Hawkins  y 

Mr. 

Williamsony 

Mr. 

R  ut  l edge , 

Mr. 

Izarcly 

Mr. 

Gervaisy 

tfy  >  fly 

J  , 

C/V  ? 

no  * 
?z<?  ? 

f  7ZO 

rco  3 
no 
no 
no 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

.  On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  main  quedion,  the  yeas  and  nays  he 
mg  required  by  Mr.  Wilfon,  "  y 


No -xv-  Ha  m  psbi  re , 
Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Islandy 

Connecticut , 

New-York, 

New- Jersey  y 

Pennsylvania , 
l\laryland, 
Virginia , 
Nortb-Carolinay 
South-Car  olinay 


Mr. 

JVbitCy 

Mr. 

Ilolteny 

Mr. 

Osgood , 

Mr. 

Gorham, 

Mr. 

Higgins  on. 

Mr. 

CollinSy 

Mr. 

Arnold , 

Mr. 

Ellswortby 

Mr. 

Dyery 

Mr. 

Hamilton, 

Mr. 

Boudinoty 

Mr. 

C larky 

Mr. 

Condicty 

Mr. 

Fitzsimmons 

Mr. 

Wi  IS  Oily 

Mr. 

Carrolly 

Mr. 

Hems  ley. 

Mr. 

PI  and , 

Mr. 

Mercer , 

Mr. 

HawkiiiSy 

Mr. 

Willi  am  soiiy 

Mr. 

Rutledge , 

Mr. 

Izardy 

Mr. 

Gervaisy 

no 


no 


divided . 


no 


So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr,  Peters,  Mr.  Floyd 
and  Mr.  Ellfworth,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  24th,  from 
colonel  T.  Tilghman  : 

Ordercdy  That  the  letter  of  Mr.  Tilghman  be  referred  to  the  fu- 
perintendant  of  finance  to  take  order  thereon. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Dyer  and  Mr.  Condift,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  2 2d  from 
the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  together  with  a  memorial  of  J.  D.  Al- 
vey  : 

Resolvcdy  That  the  comptroller  be  directed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of 
Mr.  John  Durham  Alvey,  for  money  he  is  engaged  to  pay  to  certain 
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pod-riders  whom  lie  was  authorized  to  hire  at  head-quarters  ;  and  that 
the  pod- m afte r-ge neral  be  directed  immediately  to  pay  Mr.  Alvey  the 
balance  due  on  thole  accounts  : 

That  the  pod-mader-general  be  alfo  directed  to  pay  to  Mr.  Alvey 
the  balance  due  him  for  pay,  as  pod-mader  at  head-quarters,  as  loon 
as  the  revenue  of  the  pod-office  will  admit  of  fuch  difburfements,  with 
the  interell  of  fix  per  cent,  from  the  time  when  this  account  lhall  be 
fettled. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hemfley,  Mr.  Havr- 
kins.and  Mr.  Fitzlimmons,  to  whom  was  referred  an  account  of  John 
Sandford  Dart : 

Resolved ,  That  the  comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  adjud  the  account  of  John  Sandford  Dart  up  to  the  23d  of 
Augud  lad,  as  auditor  to  the  fouthern  army,  as  he  continued  in  fer- 
vice  till  that  period. 

On  a  report  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  a  letter  of  the  1 7th  from  Darius  Stoddard  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  commiffioner  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the 
hofpital  department,  adjud  and  liquidate  thofe  of  Dr.  Darius  Stoddard. 


Thursdat ,  May  1,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Condift, 

Resolved ,  That  when  a  member  takes  any  paper  from  the  files  of 
Congrefs,  he  lhall  leave  a  receipt  for  the  fame  in  the  office. 

A  letter  having  been  read  from  the  minider  of  France  to  the  fecre- 
tary  for  foreign  affairs,  requeding  him  to  inform  Congrefs  of  the  pro- 
pofed  departure  of  the  duke  de  Lauzun’s  legion  and  other  detachments 
of  count  Rochambeau’s  army  for  France  ;  and  expreffing,  with  the 
duke  de  Lauziin,  the  fenfe  that  he  and  the  other  officers  and  men  of 
this  army  entertain  of  the  harmony  which  has  fub Tided  between  them 
and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  dates,  and  of  the  hofpitality  with  which 
they  have  been  treated  by  them  ; 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  inform  the  minider 
of  France,  that  Congrefs  learn  with  pleafure  the  fatisfaftion  which 
the  duke  de  Lauzun,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  French  army  in 
America  exprefs,  in  the  harmony  which  has  fubfided  between  them 
and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  dates,  lince  it  exhibits  at  the  fame  time, 
a  drong  proof  of  the  good  difpofition  and  difeipline  of  the  commanders, 
officers  and  men,  and  the  jud  fenfe  the  people  of  this  country  entertain 
ol  the  important  fervices  they  have  rendered. 

As  a  further  tedimony  of  which, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  inform  the  duke  de 
Lauzun,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  that  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  in  Congrels  alfembled,  are  highly  fenfible  of  their  fuccefsful 
exertions  in  the  caufe  of  America,  and  of  the  drift  attention  which 
they  have  at  all  times  paid  to  the  rights  of  its  citizens  ;  and  while  they 
rejoice  at  the  events  which  have  brought  tranquility  to  thefe  dates,  it 
adds  to  their  plealure,  to  refleft,  that  it  redores  thofe  who  have  been 
aftive  in  procuring  it  to  their  friends  and  their  country. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gorham,  Mr. 


Fitzfimmons  and  Mr.  Holten,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from 
Mr.  Hawkins  and  Mr.  Williamion  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  forward  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  general  and  admiral  commanding  at  New-York,  a  copy  of  the  pa¬ 
pers  laid  before  Congrefs  by  Mr,  Hawkins  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  de¬ 
legates  from  the  flat e  of  North-Carolina,  refpetting  the  capture  of  a 
flag,  that  juftice  may  be  clone. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  of  Oliver  Pollock  ;  whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutledge, 

Resolved ,  That  Oliver  Pollock  be  allowed  5000  dollars  as  a  com- 
penlation  lor  his  extraordinary  fervices. 

Ordered ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re-committed. 

On  a  report  of  the  fecretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
from  prelident  Dickinlon  to  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  take  the  moft  effe&ual  mea- 
fures  to  inform  the  feveral  Indian  nations,  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States,  that  preliminary  articles  of  peace  have  been  agreed  on, 
and  hoftilities  have  ceafed  with  Great-Britain,  and  to  communicate  to 
them  that  the  forts  within  the  United  States,  and  in  poffeflion  of  the 
Britifli  troops,  will  lpeedily  be  evacuated  ;  intimating  alfo  that  the 
United  States  are  dilpofed  to  enter  into  friendly  treaty  with  the  dif¬ 
ferent  tribes  ;  and  to  inform  the  hollile  Indian  nations,  that  unlefs 
they  immediately  ceafe  all  hoRil i tie s  againft  the  citizens  of  thele  hates, 
and  accept  of  thele  friendly  proffers  of  peace,  Congrefs  will  take  the 
moft  decided  meafures  to  compel  them  thereto. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  tranfmit  the  proceedings  of 
Congrefs  herein,  with  copies  of  prelident  Dickinfon’s  and  general  If- 
wine’s  letters,  to  the  commander  in  chief  and  to  the  commiflioners  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  northern-department. 

k 

- -*30  - - 

Friday ,  May  2,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  report  on  the  memorial  of  Oliver  Pollock  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  inform  himfelf,  as 
foon  as  may  be,  whether  the  governor  or  treafurer  of  New-Orleans 
hold  the  United  States  accountable  for  74,087  dollars,  fupplied  by  a 
former  governor  to  Oliver  Pollock,  and  by  him  charged  to  thefe  Uni¬ 
ted  States  :  that  in  the  mean  time  no  part  of  the  balance  which  Ihall 
appear  to  be  due  to  the  laid  O.  Pollock,  over  and  above  the  aforefaid 
fum  of  74,087  dollars,  (ball  be  detained  from  him  on  account  of  the 
refolution  of  the  7th  day  of  November,  178  1  ;  and  that  the  fuperin¬ 
tendant  of  finance  take  order  for  payment  of  the  faid  balance,  as  loon 
as  the  fituation  of  the  finances  will  permit. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  conlifting  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Hamil¬ 
ton  and  Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  were  referred  a  memorial  of  major  Vil- 
lefranche  and  captain  L’Enfant,  and  a  memorial  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Cambray. 

Resolved ,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Cambray,  of  the  corps  of  engi¬ 
neers,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel  by  brevet. 

That  major  Villefranche,  of  the  laid  corjis,  be  promoted  to  the  rank 
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of  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet  ;  and  that  captain  L’Enfant,  of  the 
laid  corps,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Wilfon  : 

(6  Whereas  it  is  the  defire  of  Congrefs,  when  the  reduction  of  the 
army  fliall  take  place,  to  enable  the  officers  and  foldiers  to  return  to 
their  refpe&ive  homes  with  convenience  and  fatisfadtion  ;  for  which 
purpofe  it  will  be  indifpenfable  to  advance  them  a  part  of  their  pay- 
before  they  leave  the  held :  and  whereas,  at  the  prefent  juncture, 
there  are  many  other  engagements  for  which  the  public  faith  is  pldge- 
ed,  and  the  punctual  performance  of  which  is  effential  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States;  neither  of  which  important  objects  can  be  ef¬ 
fected  without  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  feveral  hates  in  the  col¬ 
lection  of  taxes  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  refpeCtive  hates  be  called  upon  in  the  molt  earn¬ 
ed  manner  to  make  every  effort  in  their  power  to  forward  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  taxes,  that  fuch  a  film  may  without  delay  be  paid  into  the 
common  treafury,  as  will  be  adequate  to  the  public  exigencies  ;  and 
that  Congrefs  confidently  rely  for  an  immediate  and  efficacious  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  prefent  requifition  upon  the  difpofition  of  their  conftituents, 
not  only  to  do  juhice  to  thofe  brave  men  who  have  fuffered  and  facri- 
ficed  fo  much  in  the  caufe  of  their  country,  and  whofe  clihreffes  muh 
be  extreme,  fliould  they  be  fent  from  the  field  without  the  payment 
of  a  part  of  their  well  earned  dues  ;  but  alfo  to  enable  Congrefs  to 
maintain  the  faith  and  reputation  of  the  United  States,  both  which 
are  ferioufly  concerned  in  relieving  the  neceffities  of  a  meritorious  army, 
and  fulfilling  the  public  hipulations. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  directed  to  take 
the  neceffary  arrangements  for  carrying  the  views  of  Congrefs  into 
execution  ;  and  that  he  be  affined  of  their  firm  fupport  towards  ful¬ 
filling  the  engagements  he  has  already  taken,  or  may  take  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  account  during  his  continuance  in  office. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Izard  and  Mr.  Madifon,  to  whom  were  referred  fundry  papers  and  me¬ 
morials  on  the  lubject  of  literary  property  : 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  dates,  to  fecure 
to  the  authors  or  publifhers  of  any  new  books  not  hitherto  printed, 
being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  to  their  executors,  admini- 
ftrators  and  affigns,  the  copy-right  of  fuch  books  for  a  certain  time, 
not  lei's  than  14  years  from  the  fird  publication  ;  and  to  fecure  to  the 
laid  authors,  if  they  fliall  furvive  the  term  fird  mentioned,  and  to  their 
executors,  adminidrators  and  affigns,  the  copy-right  of  fuch  books  for 
another  term  of  time  not  lefs  than  14  years,  fuch  copy  or  exclufive 
right  oi  printing,  publi fining  and  vending  the  fame,  to  be  fecured  to 
the  original  authors,  or  publi  die  rs,  their  executors,  adminidrators  and 
affigns,  by  fuch  laws  and  under  redactions  as  to  the  feveral  dates  may 
feem  proper. 

- -aess»  <g&  «5Rsw— - 

Wednesday  May  7,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liamfon  and  Mr.  Clark,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  for  an  in¬ 
ti  eirmificatl on ^for  ads  done  in  the  execution  of  military  operations  : 
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Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feve- 
ral  dates,  to  pafs  laws  indemnifying  all  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  for  damages  which  individuals  may  have  fudained  by 
any  ad  or  proceeding  of  luch  officers,  which  the  execution  of  military 
operations  may  have  rendered  neceflary. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Mifflin 
and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  6th,  from 
the  fecretary  at  war  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war,  be  directed  to  caufe  the  ac¬ 
counts  for  fubfidence-money  due  to  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  who  were  prifoners  at  war  at  the  time  hodilities  ceafed  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great-Britain,  to  be  fettled 
up  to  the  firft  day  of  this  prefent  month. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Higginfon,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr. 
Gervais,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer,  report, 

“  That  fuch  of  the  dates  as  have  fettled  with  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers  of  their  refpedive  lines,  for  their  pay  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  fmcethe  fird  day  of  Augud,  1780,  be  requeded  to  exhibit  the 
accounts  of  fuch  payments,  with  proper  vouchers,  (hewing  the  periods 
to  which  they  have  fettled  with  their  feveral  lines  and  the  manner  in 
which  fuch  payments  were  made,  and  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  is 
hereby  directed,  upon  the  receipt  of  fuch  accounts,  vouched  as  afore- 
faid,  to  give  to  fuch  dates  public  fecurities,  payable  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  and  for  the  fame  fums  as  would  have  been  otherwife  given  to  the 
officers  and  foldiers  of  fuch  lines  for  their  pay,  from  the  faid  Id  day 
of  Augud,  1780,  to  the  time  when  they  were  fo  paid  by  their  refpec- 
tive  dates 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  faid  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Dyer, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsh  ire , 

Mr.  Whitey 

ay 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gorbaniy 

ay 

Mr.  Higgins  oily 

ay 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Collins , 

ay 

Mr.  Arnold , 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Ellswortby 

ay 

Mr.  Dyery 

ay 

New-York , 

Mr.  Hamiltoiiy 

no 

Ncw~Jcrseyy 

Mr.  Boudinoty 

ay 

Mr.  Clarky 

ay 

Mr.  Condicty 

ay 

Rennsylvanidy 

Mr.  Mijfliny 

ay 

Mr.  Fitzsimmonsy 

no 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Madisony 

no 

Mr.  Blandy 

no 

Mr.  Leey 

ay 

Nortb-Ccirolinay 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

no 

Mr.  Williamsony 

no 

Soutb-Carolinay 

Mr.  Rutledgey 

no 

Mr.  Izard y 

no 

Mr.  Gervaisy 

no , 

ay 
ay 
ay 

^  * 


1 


ay 


^  divic 


no 


no 


no 


So  the  quedion  was  lod. 


MAY  1783. 


191 


Thursday  May  8,  1783. 

Mr.  J.  Montgomery,  a  delegate  for  Pennfylvama,  returned,  and 

t0<The* delegates  for  Virginia  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the  bd, 
from  Thomas  Walke  ;  and  the  fame  being  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter  be  tranlmitted  to  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  for  his  information  in  carrying  into  eftetf  the  relo- 
lution  of  the  15th  of  April  lad. 

Friday ,  May  9,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madifon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident,  at  the  time  of  tranfmitting  to  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  authorities  of  the  feveral  dates  copies  of  the  recommendations 
of  Congrefs  of  the  18th  of  April  lad,  and  the  addrefs  ot  the  -6tn  ot 
the  fame  month,  inform  them,  that  it  is  the  earned  delire  of  Congreis 
that  filch  of  the  legidatures  as  are  neither  fitting,  nor  about  to  lit  in 
a  diort  time,  may  be  convened  with  all-poffible  expedition. 

Monday ,  May  12,  1783. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr. 
Ofgood,  Mr.  Ellfworth  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  let¬ 
ter  of  the  3d  from  the  commander  in  chief,  having  brought  in  a  re¬ 
port,  and  the  fame  having  been  debated  and  amended  on  Friday  lad, 
and  the  determination  thereof  podponed  by  the  date  ot  Virginia,  a 

quedion  was  now  taken,  whereuppon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  whenever  the 
frontier  pods  in  thefe  United  States  fh nil  be  evacuated  puifuant  to  the 
articles  of  peace,  to  place  therein,  of  the  troops  under  his  command, 
who  have  enlided  for  three  years,  and  whofe  term  oi  fervice  may  not 
then  have  expired,  fuch  force  as  he  may  judge  necelfary  to  tecure  and 
hold  the  fame,  until  further  meafures  can  be  taken  for  the  fecurity  ot 
them,  or  fuch  of  them  as  it  may  be  necelfary  to  continue  to  fupport, 
provided  it  does  not  exceed  the  term  of  nine  months  ;  and  that  he  take 
meafures  for  exchanging  with  the  Britidi,  or  tranfporting  artillery, 
dores  and  provifions,  that  he  may  judge  necelfary  for  that  purpofe  ; 
and  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  is  directed  to  afford  all  the  abidance 
in  his  department  which  circumdances  will  permit : 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Mercer, 


New- Hampshire , 

Mr.  White , 

ay 

* 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Holten , 

aJ) 

Mr.  Gorhaniy 

ay  k 

ay 

Mr.  Higginsony 

ay) 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Collinsy 

ay\ 

ay 

Mr.  Arnold , 

ay  5 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Elisworthy 

qy? 

ay 

Mr.  Dyery 

ay  5 

New-Torky 

Mr.  Hamiltony 

ay  )>  * 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Boudinoty 

ay  > 

ay 

Mr.  C< larky 

1  92 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland , 


V: 


rginia , 


ay 


no 


ft  or  th -Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Wilson ,  ^ 

Mr,  Montgomery ,  a 

Mr.  Peters ,  a 

Mr.  Carroll ,  # 

Mr.  Hemsley  a 

Mr.  Bland ,  72 

Mr.  yL  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer ,  n 

Mr.  Hawkins ,  « 

Mr.  Williamson ,  # 

Mr,  Aw t ledge ,  q: 

Mi*.  Izard ,  # 

Mr.  Gervais ,  « 

So  it  pa  (Ted  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  (by  nine  Prates)  1  hat  the  Puperintendant  of 
finance  be  dire&ed  to  pay  to  the  officers  who  were  deputed  by  the  ar¬ 
my  to  prefent  their  memorial  to  Congrefs,  and  alfo  to  major  Judd,  at¬ 
tending  Congrefs  on  his  laft  memorial,  prefented  the  8th  of  January 
lair,  in  behalf  of  the  deranged  officers,  whatever  may  have  been  their 
reasonable  expenfes  during  their  flay  in  town,  until  the  commutation 
for  halt-pay  was  agreee  to  by  Congrefs. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Higginfon,  Mr.  Haw¬ 
kins  and  Mr.  Mercer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Erafmus  Gill : 

Resolved ,  (by  nine  dates)  That  the  accounts  of  captain  Erafmus 
Gill  be  liquidated  and  adj lifted,  and  that  the  Puperintendant  of  finance 
take  order  to  replace  the  money  which  captain  Gill  may  prove  to  have 
been  neceffiarily  expended  by  him  for  the  fuppcrt  of  himfelf  and  officers, 
on  his  march  from  Savannah  to  Lancafter. 


Wednesday  May  14,  1788. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Hawkins  and  Mr.  H.  Williamfon,  two  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  North-Carolina,  attending,  produced  credentials  dated  27th 
day  of  April,  1783,  by  which  it  appears,  that  Benjamin  Hawkins,  Hugh 
TV  illiamfon,  Abner  Nalh  and  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight,  Efqrs;  were  duly 
elected  and  appointed  to  reprefent  the  faid  date  for  one  year,  from  the 
1  3th  day  of  May,  1783. 

Thursdat ,  May  15,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ellfworth,  Mr. 
Will  iamfon  and  Mr.  Gervais,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  the 
delegates  of  the  date  of  Rhode-Ifland  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  claim  of  the  officers  of  a  brigade  raifed  in  the 
date  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  in  February,  1779, 
for  one  year,  with  the  approbation  of  Congrefs,  for  depreciation  of 
their  pay  is  inadmiffible,  no  allowance  of  that  kind  having  been  made 
or  approved  by  Congrefs,  to  any  officers  or  foldiers  difeharged  from 
fervice  before  the  10th  of  April,  1780. 

Ordered ,  That  the  accounts  of  major  J.  Flagg  and  J.  Flagg,  jun. 
for  their  lervices  in  the  department  of  military-dores,  be  referred  to 
the  fecretary  at  war  to  report  thereon  ;  and,  that  the  remainder  of 
the  report  be  re-committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  fecondcd  by  Mr.  Holten  : 
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Resolved ,  That  in  future,  when  final!  committees  are  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  the  members  (hail  ballot  at  their  feats,  and  a  member  for 
each  ftate  (hall  put  their  ballot  into  a  box  which  (hall  (land  on  the 
table,  and  when  all  the  dates  prefeiit  have  balloted,  the  fecretary  (hall 
take  out  the  ballots  and  deliver  them  to  the  prefident,  who  (hall  note 
down  the  number  for  each  perfon,  and  declare  their  names  diftmdly. 

■■I—  <2^  - 

Fridat ,  May  16,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  ci  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Ehf- 
worth  and  Mr.  Izard,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  the  chap¬ 
lains,  refpedting  their  half-pay  and  commutation  in  lieu  thereof  :  ^ 

Resolved ,  That  the  commutation  in  lieu  of  half-pay,  as  well  to 
chaplains  as  to  the  officers  of  the  hofpital-department  and  medical 
daff,  fliall  be  calculated  by  what  they  are  refpeftively  entitled  to, 
agreeably  to  the  refolutions  of  the  17th  of  Jan.  and  8th  of  May,  1*81. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamion,  Mr* 
Carroll  and  Mr.  Ofgood,  to  whom  was  referred  fo  much  of  a  letter 
of  the  1 1th  June,  1781,  from  the  hon.  Dr.  Franklin,  and  of  a  letter 
of  the  4th  of  Oftober,  1781,  from  the  hon.  J.  Adams,  as  reipeds. al¬ 
lowances  to  be  made  to  the  miniders  of  the  United  States  at  foreign 
courts. 

Resolved ,  That  the  payment  of  couriers  and  the  podage  of  letters 
diall  be  charged  to  the  United  States  by  their  miniders  at  foreign 
courts,  as  contingent  expenfes,  and  diall  be  allowed  as  fuch,  exclufive 
of  their  falaries. 


Fridat ,  May  23,  1783. 

The  committee,  condhing  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr. 
Gorham,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  9th,  from  the  fuperin- 
tendant  of  finance  and  fecretarv  at  war,  in  order  to  confer  with  them 
on  the  refolutions  of  the  7th  and  2Sth  of  April,  and  2d  ind.  report, 
tl  that  all  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States,  enlided  to  ferve  during  the  war,  be  difeharged  ; 
and  that  the  fecretary  at  war  and  commander  in  chief  take  the  proper 
meafures  for  doing  this,  in  a  manner  mod  convenient  to  the  loldiery, 
and  to  the  inhabitants,  having  the  men  previoully  conducted,  under 
proper  officers,  to  their  refpektive  dates  ;  and  that  they  be  at  the  fame 
time  authorized,  to  retain  as  many  officers  as  they  may  judge  neceffary 
to  command  the  men  who  dill  continue  in  fervice,  permitting  the 
others  to  retire, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Madifon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Carroll, 
a  that  the  report  be  re-committed 

And  on  the  quedion  for  re-commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Dyer,  ' 


Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Flolteny 

qyl 

I 

Mr.  Gorham , 

i 

ay 

>ay 

Mr.  Higgins  on  y 

ay  J 

Rbodc-Islandy 

Mr.  Collins , 

no  P 

Mr.  Arnold , 

no  5 

‘  no 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 

no 

Mr.  DyeVy 

no  > 

-  no 
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New-Yorky 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Car  olinay 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Bondi  not , 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  He  ms  ley  y 
Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Mercer^ 

Mr.  H aw  kins  y 
Mr.  Williamsony 
Mr.  Rutledge , 
Mr.  Izardy 
Mr.  Gervaisy 


no  J>  * 
no 
no 
waj 


wo 


72(9 


> divided . 


0/ 


0/ 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon_,  feconded  by  Mr.  Car- 
roll,  to  poftpone  the  report,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following  motion  : 

u  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  inftruCted  to  grant  furloughs  to 
the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  enlifted  to  ferve  during  the  war,  who  fhall  be  difeharged  as 
foon  as  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  is  concluded,  together  with  a  pro¬ 
portionable  number  of  commiffioned  officers  of  the  different  grades  ; 
and  that  the  fecretary  at  war  and  commander  in  chief,  take  the  pro¬ 
per  meafures  for  conducting  thofe  troops  to  their  refpeCtive  homes,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  may  be  moff  convenient  to  themfelves,  and  to  the 
Hates  through  which  they  may  pafs,  and  that  the  men  thus  furloughed 
be  allowed  to  take  their  arms  with  them,  the  refolution  of  the  23d 
of  April,  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding 

On  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dyer, 


Massachusettsy 

R'bode-Islandy 

Connecticuty 

New-Yorky 

New-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvaniay 

Maryland, 


Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Gorhamy 
Mr.  Higginsony 
Mr.  Colli  ns  y 
Mr.  A  moldy 
Mr.  Elisworthy 
Mr.  Pyery 
Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr,  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clarky 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons  y 
Mr.  Wilson y 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  PeterSy 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  He  ms  ley. 


no 

divided, 
divided . 

no 

divided • 
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Virginia, 

Mr.  Madison , 

ay] 

Mr.  Bland, 

ay 

>ay 

Mr.  Mercer , 

no  J 

! 

North -Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

ay\ 

•  ay 

Mr.  Williamson, 

ayS 

South-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Rutledge, 

nol 

1 

Mr.  Izard, 

no 

yno 

Mr.  Gervais, 

no  J 

1 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  report*  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 


Massachusetts , 

i 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North -Carolina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Gorham , 

Mr.  Higginson , 
Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Hemsley, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Gervais, 


ay 

divided . 


c/1 

7Z0  j 

nqj 

7T0  }  ^ 

y  no 

no  3 

no 

no 

no 

no  ? 
y  no 

#0  3 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

MoNDAr,  May  26,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  conftfting  of  Mr.  Gorham,  Mr.  Fitz- 
fimmons  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  15th, 
from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  announcing  the  deceafe  of  Robert 
Smith,  late  agent  from  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Havannah: 

Resolved ,  That  another  agent  be  appointed  for  that  fervice ; 

Ordered ,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  the  eledlion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Izard. 

Whereas  by  the  articles  agreed  upon  on  the  30th  of  November  laft, 
by  and  between  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  making  peace,  and  the  commiflioner  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  it  is  ftipulated  that  his  Britannic  majefty  fhall  with  all  conveni¬ 
ent  fpeed,  and  without  caufing  any  deftru£lion,or  carrying  away  any  Ne¬ 
groes  or  other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his 
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armies,  garrifons  and  fleets  from  the  faid  United  States,  and  from  every 
port,  place  and  harbour  within  the  fame :  and  whereas  a confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  Negroes  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  thefe  hates,  have  been  carried 
ofr  therefrom  ^contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaningof  the  faid  articles; 

Resolved,  I  hat  copies  of  the  letters  between  the  commander  in 
chief  and  fir  Guy  Carleton,  and  other  papers  on  this  fubjeC,  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  miniflers  plenipotentiary  of  thefe  fates  for  neooci- 
ating  a  peace  in  Europe  ;  and  that  they  be  direCed  to  remonf  rate  there¬ 
on  to  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  and  take  proper  meafures  for  obtain¬ 
ing  Inch  reparation  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit. 

Ordered ,  1  hat  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolve  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
commander^  in  chief ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  continue  his  remon- 
ffrances  to  fir  Guy  Carleton,  refpeCing  the  permitting  Negroes  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  citizens  of  thefe  fates  to  leave  New-York,  and  to  inf f  on 
the  difcontinuance  of  that  meafure. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Higginfon, 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  commander  in  chief  be  inf ructed  to  grant  fnr- 
loughs  to  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of. 
the  United  States,  enlifed  to  ferve  during  the  war,  who  fliall  be  dif- 
charged  as  foon  as  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  is  concluded,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  proportionable  number  of  commiffioncd  officers  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  grades  ;  and  that  the  fccretary  at  war  and  commander  in  chief 
take  the  proper  meafures  for  conducting  thole  troops  to  their  refpec- 
tive  homes,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  he  rnoff  convenient  to  themfelves, 
and  to  the  fates  through  which  they  may  pafs  ;  and  that  the  men  thus 
furloughed  he  allowed  to  take  their  arms  with  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hawkins, 
Resolved ,  That  the  commanding-officer  in  the  fouthern-department 
he  alfo  in ff ruffed  to  grant  furloughs  to  the  troops  under  his  command, 
from  the  fate  of  North-Carolina,  who  have  been  enlifed  to  ferve  for 
the  term  of  18  months,  together  with  a  proportionable  number  of  com- 
miffioned-officers  of  the  different  grades  ;  and  that  the  fccretary  at  war, 
m  conjunction  with  the  commanding-officer,  take  meafures  for  con¬ 
ducing  fuch  troops  to  their  refpeCive  homes. 


- — «r**S£>  <2>  CSPtsr— - 

Thu  ns  DAT,  May  29,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Clark, 

Resolved ,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed,  in  anfwer  to  his 
letter  of  the  14th,  that  it  is  the  delire  of  Congrefs,  the  evacuation  of 
New-York  and  its  dependencies  may  not  he  retarded  by  a  preference  to 
that  of  any  other  place. 

Fridat,  May  30,  1783. 
s  rc ,  a  c  deg  ate  for  South- Carolina,  attended,  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  by  which  it  appears,  that 
on  the  15th  of  March  laf  he  ivas  duly  eleCed. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Ellfworth,  Mr. 
Izard,  Mr.  Madifon  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  appointed  to  take  into  confider- 
ation  and  report  to  Congrefs  what  further  feps  are  proper  to  betaken 
by  them  for  carrying  into  effeC  the  fipulations  contained  in  the  arti¬ 
cles  between  the  United  States  and  Great-Britain,  dated  the  30th  day 
of  November  laf,  having  reported  as  follows : 
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<«  Whereas  by  the  treaty  entered  into  at  Paris,  on  the  30th  day  of 
November  laft,  between  the  commiffioners  for  making  peace  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  commiffioner  tor  making  peace  on 
the  part  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  it  is  ftipulated,  among  other  things, 
in  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  articles,  as  follows  : 

Art.  4.  It  is  agreed  that  creditors  on  either  fide  (hall  meet  with  no 
lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value  in  tterling  money 
of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted. 

Art.  5.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  Gongrefs  fhall  earneftly  recommend 
it  to  the  legi llatures  of  the  refpe&ive  dates,  to  provide  for  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  all  eftates,  rights  and  properties  which  have  been  confifcated, 
belonging  to  real  Britiffi  fubjeds,  and  alfo  of  the  eftates,  rights  and 
properties  of  perfons  refident  in  diftri&s  in  the  poffeffion  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  arms,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms  againft  the  faid  United 
States  ;  and  that  perfons  of  any  other  defeription  (hall  have  free  liber¬ 
ty  to  go  to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  and 
therein  to  remain  twelve  months,  unmolefted  in  their  endeavours  to 
obtain  the  reftitution  of  fuch  of  their  eftates,  rights  and  properties  as 
may  have  been  confifcated.  And  that  Congrefs  fhall  alfo  earneftly 
recommend  to  the  feveral  dates,  a  re-confideration  and  revifion  of 
all  ads  or  laws  regarding  the  premifes,  fo  as  to  render  the  faid  laws 
or  ads  perfedly  confident,  not  only  with  juftice  and  equity,  but  with 
that  fpitit  of  conciliation  which  on  the  return  of  the  bleffings  of  peace 
fhould  univerfally  prevail.  And  that  Congrefs  fhall  alfo  earneftly  re¬ 
commend  to  the  feveral  dates,  that  the  eftates,  rights  and  properties 
of  fuch  laft  mentioned  perfons  fhall  be  reftored  to  them,  they  refunding 
to  any  perfons  who  may  be  now  in  poffeffion,  the  bona  fide  price  (where 
any  has  been  given)  which  fuch  perfons  may  have  paid  on  purchafing 
any  of  the  faid  lands,  rights  or  properties  fince  the  conflfcation. 

And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  perfons  who  may  have  any  intereft  in 
confifcated  lands,  either  by  debts,  marriage  fettlements  or  otherwife, 
fhall  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  in  the  profecution  of  their  juft 
rights. 

Art.  6.  That  there  fhall  be  no  future  confifcations  made,  nor  any 
profecutions  commenced  againft  any  perfon  or  perfons,  for,  or  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have  taken  in  the  prefent  war  ; 
and  that  no  perfon  fhall  on  that  account,  fuffer  any  future  lofs  or  da¬ 
mage,  either  in  his  perfon,  liberty  or  property,  and  that  thofe  who  may 
be  in  confinement  on  fuch  charges,  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  in  America,  fhall  be  immediately  let  at  liberty,  and  the 
profecution  fo  commenced  be  difeontinued. 

And  whereas,  Congrefs  are  defirous  of  giving  fpeedy  and  full  effedt 
to  all  the  ftipulations  in  the  faid  treaty  an  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  accelerating  thereby  the  bleffings  of  peace,  in  confidence, 
that  the  conduct  of  his  Britannic  majefty  will  be  governed  by  a  like 
difpofition  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  feveral  ftates  be  required,  and  they  are  hereby 
required  to  remove  all  obftru&ions  which  may  interpofe  in  the  way  of 
the  entire  and  faithful  execution  of  the  4th  and  6th  articles  above  re¬ 
cited.  And  that  it  be  at  the  fame  time  earneftly  recommended  to 
them,  to  take  into  ferious  confideration  the  5th  article  alfo  above  re~ 
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cited,  and  to  conform  to  the  feveral  matters  therein  contained,  with 
that  fpirit  of  moderation  and  liberality,  which  ought  ever  to  charac- 
terife  the  deliberations  and  meafures  of  a  free  and  enlightened  nation.’* 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Peters,  feconded  by  Mr.  Izard,  that 
the  faid  report  be  committed, 

And  on  the  queftion  for  commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Hamilton, 


Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Islandy 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Virginia , 

North -Carolina) 
South-Car  olinay 


Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Gorham, 

Mr.  Collins , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Hamilton , 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Cundicty 
Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  MHomb, 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge , 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Beresford, 


z\* 

%\v 

no  * 

0J 

00 

0 

0  >0 


0  I 

0J 


0] 

0  >0 

0J 


0~) 

0  >0 

0J 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hawkins  : 

Resolved ,  That  no  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  in  fo¬ 
reign  ports  fhall  be  entitled  to  a  falary,  unlefs  fuch  falary  is  expreffed 
in  the  refolution  appointing  the  agent. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eles5lion  of  a  commercial  agent  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  port  of  Havanna,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Oliver  Pollock  was  elected,  having  been  previoufly  nominated 
by  Mr.  Clark. 

Mon  DAT,  June  2,  1783. 

Ordered ,  That  a  commiffion  be  iiTued  to  Oliver  Pollock,  as  com¬ 
mercial  agent  of  the  United  States  at  the  Plavanna. 

The  form  of  a  commiffion  being  prepared  at  the  table,  was  agreed  to* 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Fitzfimmons,  Mr. 
Peters  and  Mr.  Holten,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Holten,  refpedling  bonds  given  by  commanders  of  pri¬ 
vate  armed  vefiels  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  agent  of  marine,  for  the  time  being,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  whenfoever  complaints  are  exhibi- 
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ted  of  public  abufes  or  private  injuries  committed  by  the  captains  or 
commanders  of  any  privateers  or  armed  veflels  failing  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  United  States,  to  caufe  fuch  legal  meafures  for  obtaining 
redrefs,  by  means  of  the  bonds  given  on  taking  out  commiffions  for 
fuch  privateers  or  armed  veffels,  for  any  abufes  or  injuries  contrary 
to  their  inftru&ions,  or  in  violation  of  the  maritime  ordinances  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  nations  as  to  juftice  apper¬ 
tains  ;  all  profecutions  for  private  injuries  upon  laid  bonds  to  be  at 
the  rifque  and  expenfe  of  the  complainants,  or  the  perfons  faid  to  be 
aggrieved. 

TuesdaTj  June  3,  1783. 

A  letter,  of  the  31ft  of  May,  from  W.  Geddes,  one  of  the  auditors 
at  the  treafury,  was  read,  defiring  leave  to  refign  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  refignation  of  Mr.  William  Geddes  be  accept¬ 
ed,  and  that  he  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  are  well  fatisfied  with  his 
diligence  and  fidelity  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  his  late  office. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Peters 
and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  colonel 
John  Allan  : 

Resolved ,  That  colonel  John  Allan,  fuperintendant  of  Indian  af¬ 
fairs  for  the  eaftern-department,  be  re-appointed  to  that  office,  and 
that  a  commiffion  be  iffued  to  him  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
draught  reported  by  the  committee. 

Ordered ,  That  fo  much  of  the  memorial  of  colonel  John  Allan,  fu¬ 
perintendant  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  eaftern-department,  as  relates  to 
compenfation  for  fervices,  and  his  requeft  to  be  enabled  to  difcharge 
the  debts  due  to  the  Indians,  by  virtue  of  his  necelfary  ftipulations  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance 
to  take  order. 

_ .■■ML  f  IIL^, 

Wednesday  June  4,  178S. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Bedford,  Mr.  Car- 
roll,  Mr.  Higginfon  and  Mr.  Wilfon,to  whom  was  referred  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Bland,  for  accepting  the  ceffion  of  territory  made  by  the  legis¬ 
lature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1781, 
report,  that  in  their  opinion,  it  will  he  proper  for  Congrefs  to  proceed 
to  a  determination  on  the  report  of  the  3d  of  November,  1781,  and 
which  is  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  1ft  of  May,  1782,  relpecling 
the  ceffion  from  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  and  that  a  decifion  upon  the  faid 
motion  be  poftponed  until  that  report  (hall  be  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  3d  of  November-,  1781,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered ,  That  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  ceffion  made  by  the 
commonwealth  of  Virginia,  on  the  2d  day  of  January,  1781,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  five  members. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  ©f  Mr.  Gorham,  Mr.  Ha¬ 
milton,  Mr.  Arnold,  Mr.  Ellfworth  and  Mr.  Izard,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  a&s  of  the  legiflatures  of  New-York  and  Maryland,  with 
the  papers  accompanying  them  5 
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Resolved ,  That  copies  of  the  a£t  of  the  legiflaturc  of  Maryland, 
relative  to  the  ceffion  of  the  city  of  Annapolis  to  Congrefs  for  their 
permanent  relidencc  ;  and  alfo  copies  of  the  legiflature  of  New- York, 
relative  to  the  ceilion  of  the  town  of  Kingfton,  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
together  with  the  papers  which  accompanied  both  acts,  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  executives  of  the  refpedtive  {fates,  and  that  they  be  informed  by 
the  preiident,  that  Congrefs  have  afligned  the  firft  Monday  in  O&ober 
next,  for  taking  the  faid  offers  into  conftderation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  Livingfton  having  fignified  to  Congrefs  his  defire  of  relinquifh- 
ing  the  exercife  of  the  office  of  foreign  affairs,  and  his  intention  of 
returning  to  the  ftate  of  New-York  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  be  directed  to  receive  the 
papers  of  the  faid  office  into  his  care,  till  a  fucceffor  to  Mr.  Livingfton 
can  be  appointed  ;  and  that  next  Wednefday  be  affigned  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  fecretary  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs : 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  prefented  to 
Mr.  Livingfton  for  his  fervices  during  his  continuance  in  office  ;  and 
that  he  be  allured  Congrefs  entertain  a  high  fenffi  of  the  ability,  zeal 
and  fidelity  with  which  he  had  difeharged  the  important  truft  repofed 
in  him. 

Thursday,  June  5,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Clark  : 

Whereas  the  fafety  of  packets,  fhips  of  war  or  armed  veflels  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States,  may  be  greatly  affe&ed  by  loading  goods 
or  merchandizes  on  board  fuch  veflels  under  the  name  of  ballaft,  offi¬ 
cers  privileges,  or  under  other  fuch  pretexts. 

Resolved ,  That  if  any  captain  or  commander  of  any  packet,  {hip  of 
war  or  armed  veffel  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  ffiall  load,  or 
fuffer  to  be  laden  on  board  the  veffel  of  which  he  has  the  command, 
any  goods  and  merchandize,  without  the  exprefs  order  or  permiffion 
of  Congrefs  or  their  agent  of  marine,  he  fliall  forfeit  his  commiffion 
for  fuch  offence, 

Tuesday,  June  10,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Fitz- 
fimmons  and  Mr.  Madifon,  to  whom  was  referred  fo  much  of  the  let¬ 
ter  of  the  5th  of  December,  from  the  governor  of  New-Orleans,  and 
a  letter  of  2d  of  March,  from  the  governor  of  Havanna,  as  relates  to 
the  violation  of  the-  laws  of  nations  and  rights  of  neutrality,  alleged  to 
have  been  committed  by  Church  and  Heydon,  together  with  a  note 
from  the  hon.  the  minifter  of  France,  accompanied  with  a  letter  of 
25th  of  March,  from  Don  Antonio  Argote. 

Resolved ,  That  copies  of  the  papers  above-mentioned,  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  decree  of  the  court  of  appeals,  in  the  cafe  of  the  brigantine 
San  Antonio,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  governor  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachu- 
fetts,  and  that  he  be  requefted  to  caufe  proper  enquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  criminal  charge  againft  Meffrs.  Church  and  Heydon,  and  fuch  mea- 
fures  taken  as  may  be  moft  effe&ual  for  procuring  fatisfa<ftion  for  the 
injury  done,  as  is  alleged,  to  the  flag  of  his  Catholic  jnajefty  ;  and  that 
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r  •  of  thi,  refolution  and  of  the  decree  of  the  court  of  appeals  afore- 
faki,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  hon.  the  minified  of  France,  and  to  tne  go- 

ytiZ  fom.' kt?e!^n«Ming  of  Mr.  Gorham,  Mr.  Fitzfimmons  Mr 
Herollev,  Mr.  A.  Lee  and  Mr.  Higginfon,  appointed  purluant  to  the 
S’  of  the  17th  of  June,  1782,  «  to  enquire  fully  into  the  pro 
ceedings  of  the  office  of  finance,  including  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
fame,”  reported  the  refult  of  their  enquiries. 

Wednesday  June  1  1,  1783. 

Mr.  Tames  M'Henry,  a  delegate  for  the  Hate  of  Maryland,  atten¬ 
ded,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  fecretary  at  war,  was  read,  informing 
that  the  troops  of  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
are  yet  to  be  furloughed,  and  that  it  is  neceffary  fome  pei  fon  ffiould 
be  authorized  and  direfted  to  fign  the  furloughs  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  be  authorized  and  direfted  o 
furlough  fuch  of  the  troops  of  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  as  are  yet  to  be  furloughed,  agreeably  to  the  refolution 

of  the  26th  day  of  May  laft. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peters,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Ordered ,  That  the  ele&ion  of  a  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  be  poll- 

poned  till  Tuefday  next. 

Fridat ,  June  13,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  conhlhng  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr. 
McHenry  and  Mr.  Gorham,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  1 1th, 

from  the  fecretary  at  war.  f  .  . 

Whereas  the  fecretary  at  war  was,  by  the  refolution  ot^  the  26th 

day  of  April,  1782,  directed  and  empowered  to  eflabhfh  fuffrcient  ma¬ 
gazines  at  New-London,  in  Virginia,  and  at  fundry  other  places  with¬ 
in  the  United  States  :  and  whereas  the  fecretary  at  war  is  of  opinion, 
and  it  alfo  appears  to  the  committee  that  it  would  be  moil  proper  to 
ered  the  magazine  in  Virginia,  at  a  place  more  convenient  than  New- 

London  ;  therefore,  .  , 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  be  authorized  to  conitruttand 

erea  magazines  for  keeping  fuch  of  the  {fores  of  the  United  States  as 
it  (hall  be  found  neceffary  to  fend  to  Virginia,  at  fuch  place  above  the 
falls  of  James  river,  as  fhall,  in  his  opinion,  be  the  beft  adapted  fm 
that  purpofe,  the  above  refolution  notwithftanding  ;  and  that  he  lay 
before  Congrefs,  as  foon  as  may  be,  an  eftimate  of  the  expenfe  for 
building  and  completing  the  lame,  and  fuch  other  of  the  magazines, 
mentioned  in  the  faid  refolution,  as  yet  remain  to  be  built  or  comple¬ 
ted# 

-  Tuesdat ,  June  17,  1783. 

Mr.  Jacob  Read,  a  delegate  for  the  {fate  of  South-Carolina,  attend¬ 
ed,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confide  ration  the  report  of  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  enquire  fully  into  the  proceedings  of  the  office  of  finance ; 
and  the  fame  being  read  : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  entered  on  the  journal,  as  follows: 

I  lie  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  tranfadions  of  the 

oJhce  ol  finance,  having  completed  that  enquiry  to  the  lft  of  January 
woo,  report,  J  ;> 

fllIh,at  11  aW’ears  ,them  bufmefs  of  that  office  has  been  con. 
duded  with  great  ability  and  affiduity,  in  a  manner  highly  advanta¬ 
geous  u»  the  United  States,  and  in  conformity  with  the  fyftem  laid 
down  by  Gongrefs.  ;  d  U 

In  the  courl’e  of  this  enquiry,  the  committee  have  found,  that  fince 
.ne  appointment  ol  the  fupenntendant  of  finance,  the  public  accounts 
o  receipts  and  expenditures  have  been  regularly  andpundually  kept ; 
t.iat  many  ol  the  accounts  which  preceded  this  inftitution  have  alrea- 
y  een  lettled,  and  molt  of  the  others  put  into  a  train  of  adiuftment. 

aU  thre  Perfons  who  have  been  intrufted  with  public  money, 
m  et  the  prelent  appointment,  have  been  regularly  called  upon  for  an 
account  of  its  expenditure,  and  that  their  accounts  have  all  been  fur- 
m  bed,  excepting  only  the  quarter-mafter-general  ;  the  purveyor  of  the 
hoipuals,  the  late  commifTary-general  of  prifoners,  and  the  account  of 
!  ues  ot  cloth'ng  from  the  clothier-general.  The  reafons  which  have 
prevented  the  fettlement  of  their  accounts  will  appear  in  their  corref- 
pondence  with  the  fuperintendant  on  that  fubjecl. 

The  committee  find,  by  the  correfpondence  of  the  office,  that  the 
Rates  have  all  been  called  upon  for  an  account  of  the  fpecifics  by  them 
refpechvely  fupplied  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  but  that  no  anfwers 
have  yet  been  given  nor  any  accounts  furnifhed  ;  and  that  a  number 
oi  people  who  have  heretofore  been  intrufted  with  public  money,  do  ftill 
negledf  or  refufe  to  fettle  their  accounts,  and  that  for  want  of  laws 
jii  the  feveral  Rates,  the  fuperintendant  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  com¬ 
pel  them  to  a  proper  fettlement. 

In  examining  the  reforms  which  have  been  made  in  the  public  ex¬ 
penditures,  the  attention  ot  the  committee  was  neceffarily  called  to  the 
expenditures  ot  tormer  years,  for  the  particulars  of  which  they  refer 
to  the  papers  C,  No.  1  to  7,  in  comparing  thefe  expenditures  with  the 
pretent,  and  making  every  allowance  for  the  difference  of  times  and 
circumftances,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  order  and  cecoT 
nomy  which  has  been  introduced  fince  the  eftablifhment  of  this  office 
li.ii.  been  attended  with  great  favings  of  public  money,  as  well  as  many 
other  beneficial  confequences.  J 

Among  other  reforms  they  find,  that  in  the  department  of  commiflary 
of  i(Tues,  no  lefs  than  250  perfons  were  difeharged,  whole  pay  (exclu- 
fLe  ot  lations  tor  themfelves  and  their  horfes)  amounted  to  126,300 
dollaib  per  annum.  that  in  one  inftance,  a  demand  was  made  for 
1000  tons  of  hay  for  the  poft  of  Philadelphia,  of  which  10  tons  only 
were  granted.  The  refidue  being  rendered  unneceffary  by  the  new 
arrangement. 

^  rhey  find,  that  under  the  prefent  adminiftration  the  whole  fum 
which  has  been  brought  into  the  public  trealury,  from  the  14th  day 
of  May,  1781,  to  the  1ft  of  Jan.  1783,  amounts  to  2,726,334  dols. 
That  the  whole  expenditure  for  that  period,  amounts  to  3, 1 3 1 ,046 
Out  of  which  has  been  paid  to  the  army,  439,574 

i  hat  there  was  expended  for  rations  for  the  army  in  1782,  617,152 
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That  the  quarter-mafter-generaPs  department  in  1782, 
is  charged  with 

And  the  medical-department  in  that  year, 


343,697  doh, 
22,629 


That  the  expenditures  in  1782,  exceeded  the  receipts  404,713  dol¬ 
lars,  which  was  fupplied  by  a  circulation  in  the  notes  of  the  financier* 

Upon  comparing  the  accounts  of  the  public  receipts  and  expenditures 
(exhibited  to  Gongrefs)  with  the  books  of  the  treafury,  they  found 
that  they  had  been  fairly  and  regularly  hated  ;  and  it  appears  to  them 
that  the  bufinefs  of  that  office  is  conduced  with  great  diligence  and 
accuracy,  and  in  conformity  with  the  rules  laid  down  by  Gongrefs* 

With  refpeft  to  the  foreign  money  tranfa&ions,  the  committee  con¬ 
fined  their  enquiry  principally  to  what  refpedled  the  fuperintendant  of 
finance,  and  find  that  the  bills  of  exchange  which  he  has  drawn  is  duly 
credited  at  the  treafury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gorham,  feconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Ordered ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confider  what  further 
meafures  may  be  neceffary  to  compel  perlons  who  have  received  pub¬ 
lic  monies  to  account. 

Thursdat ,  June  19,  1783. 

Furfuant  to  the  refolution  of  the  27th  of  February,  1782,  the  fu¬ 
perintendant  of  finance  reports,  that  he  has  appointed  Jofeph  Pennell, 
Efq;  a  commiffioner  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  marine-department. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Madifon  and  Mr.  Bland,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  7th, 
from  the  commander  in  chief : 

Resolved ,  That  copies  of  the  letter  from  the  commander  in  chief, 
of  the  7th  inft.  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  feve- 
ral  dates  for  their  information,  and  that  their  attention  be  re-called  to 
the  refolutions  of  the  2d  of  May  lad,  to  facilitate  the  punctual  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  notes  iffued  to  the  army  on  account  of  their  pay. 

Resolved ,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  informed,  Gongrefs  ap¬ 
prove  the  variation  made  by  him  in  the  manner  of  furloughing  the 
troops. 


Friday  June  20,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Fitzfimmons  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  report  to  Congrefs 
the  obdacles  which  have  hitherto  impeded  the  fettlement  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  army  ;  and  that  he  report  to  Congrcfs  the  mod  eligible 
means  to  obviate  thofe  obdacles. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con¬ 
fiding  ol  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Bedford,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Fligginfon 
and  Mr.  Wilfon,  to  whom  were  referred  the  a of  the  legidature  of 
Virginia,  of  the  2d  of  January,  1781,  and  the  reports  thereon,  and  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Bland  for  accepting  the  ceffion  made  in  the  faid  a£U 

And  the  following  paragraph  being  under  debate,  viz. 

ic  That  the  fecond  condition,  namely,  that  Virginia  diould  be  allow¬ 
ed  and  fully  reimburfed  by  the  United  States,  her  adtual  expenfes  in 
reducing  the  Britifh  pod  at  the  Ka&aikics  and  St.  Vincents  j  the  ex» 
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penfe  of  maintaining  garrifons  and  fupporting  civil  government  there 
iince  the  reduction  of  the  laid  pods,  and  in  general  all  the  charge  (lie 
has  incurred  on  account  of  the  country  on  the  north-well  fide  of  the 
Ohio  river,  fnce  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  is  fubflantially 
comprehended  in  the  engagement  made  by  Congrels  in  the  laid  ad, 
(viz.  the  act  ot  the  JOth  of  October,  1780)  and  that  one  commifhoner 
fhould  be  appointed  by  Congrels,  one  by  the  fate  of  Virginia,  and  ano¬ 
ther  by  thole  two  commifTioners,  who,  or  a  majority  of  whom,  fhould 
be  authorized  and  empowered  to  adjull  and  liquidate  the  account  of 
the  necelTary  and  reafonable  expenles  incurred  by  the  faid  Hate,  for 
the  purpofe  mentioned  in  the  faid  condition.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  MTIenry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Clark,  to 
flrike  out  the  words,  u  that  the  fecond  condition  is  fubflantially  com¬ 
prehended  in  the  engagement  made  by  Congrefs  in  the  faid  adt,”  and 
in  lieu  thereof  to  iniert,  u  that  all  reafonable  and  necelTary  expenfes,' 
incurred  in  fubduing  the  Britilh  polls  at  the  Kalkalkies  and  St.  Vin¬ 
cents,  and  the  expenfe  of  maintaining  garrifons  there,  or  to  the  north- 
weft  ot  the  river  Ohio,  fnce  the  reduction  of  the  faid  polls,  ought  to 
be  allowed,  being  agreeable  to  the  aforefaid  a<ft.” 

And  on  the  queition  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  M‘ Henry, 


Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Higginsony 
Mr.  Collins , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 

Nenu- Jersey^ 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

Delaware , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  MDomby 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  M‘ Henry , 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Madison , 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  iJ  her  eery 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

South-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Izard , 

So  the  queflion  was  loft. 

Mr.  Read, 

ay 


ay 


no 


divide  dm 


The  report  being  farther  debated,  and  Tome  amendments  made,  the 
delegates  for  New-Jerfey  laid  before  Congrefs  a  reprefentation  and re- 
monflrance  of  the  legiflative  council  and  general  aflembly  of  the  {late 
of  New-Jerfey,  which  was  read,  and  at  the  requell  of  the  faid  dele¬ 
gates,  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journal,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled . 

The  reprefentation  and  remonftrance  of  the  legillative  council  and. 
general  alTembly  of  the  flate  of  New-Jerfey,  fheweth, 


205 


JUNE  1783. 


That  the  legiflature  of  this  date  is  informed,  that  the  important  fub- 
ieft  of  the  weftern,  or  what  is  commonly  called  crown  lands,  is  toon  to 
be  re-confidered  and  finally  determined  by  Congreis,  efpecially  as  far 
as  relates  to  the  celfion  made  by  the  legiflature  of  the  Hate  of  Virgi¬ 
nia,  in  January,  178  1,  of  a  part  of  the  weftern  country  or  vacant  ter¬ 


ritory. 

The  legiflature  cannot  but  exprefs  their  furprife  on  hearing  that  the 
confideration  of  the  iubject  is  refumed  by  Congreis  io  fpeedily  after 
its  laft  difcuffion,  as  appears  by  an  ad  of  Congreis  of  the  18th  of  April 
laft  pah,  which  is  contained  in  the  following  words  : 

u  Xhat  as  a  further  mean,  as  well  of  hahening  the  extinguifhment 
of  the  debts,  as  ehablifhing  the  harmony  of  the  United  States,  it  be 
recommended  to  the  hates,  which  have  paffed  no  ads  towards  comply¬ 
ing  with  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  6th  of  September  and  10th 
ofOdober,,  1780,  relative  to  the  ceffion  of  the  territorial  claims  to 
make  the  liberal  ceffions  therein  recommended,  and  to  the  hates  which 
may  have  paifed  a&s  complying  with  the  faid  refolutions,  in  part  only, 

to  revife  and  complete  fuch  compliance.” 

Which  faid  aft  has  been  officially  laid  before  us  during  the  prefent 
fitting,  and  appears  defigned  by  Congrefs  to  be  tranfmitted  to  every 
hate  in  the  union,  not  only  to  the  legihatures  thereof,  but  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  large  :  the  legiflature  of  this  hate  muh  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
latter  part  of  the  faid  recommendation  of  Congrefs  was  exprefsly  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  act  of  the  legiflature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
as  the  ceffion  thereby  made  has  heretofore  been  deemed  by  Congrefs  a 
partial  one,  and  by  this  hate,  partial,  unjuh  and  illiberal. 

The  legiflature,  to  avoid  unneceffary  repetition,  beg  leave  in  the 
rnoh  earned  manner,  to  call  the  attention  of  Congrefs  to  the  records 
in  their  pohehion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legiflature  of  this  hate 
with  regard  to  the  prefent  fubjedd,  beginning  with  their  reprefentation 
of  the  16th  of  June,  1778,  and  at  different  periods  fince,  in  which  are 
fully  contained  the  juh  and  uncontrovertible  claims  of  this  hate  to  its 
full  proportion  of  all  vacant  territory. 

It  is  particularly  difagreeable  to  have  occahon  to  trouble  Congrefs 
with  fo  many  applications  on  this  head,  but  the  importance  of  the  lub- 
jecl,  the  danger  of  fo  much  property  being  unjuhly  wrehed  from  us, 
together  with  its  being  our  indifpenfable  duty,  in  juhihcation  and  de¬ 
fence  of  the  rights  of  the  people  we  reprefent,  muh  be  our  apology  : 
we  cannot  be  hlent,  while  viewing  one  hate  aggrandizing  herfelf  by 
the  unjuh  detention  of  that  property,  which  has  been  procured  by  th« 
common  blood  and  treafure  of  the  whole,  and  which  on  every  principle 
of  reafon  and  juhice,  is  vehed  in  Congrefs  for  the  ufe  and  general  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  union  they  reprefent. 

They  doubt  not  the  difpohtion  of  Congrefs  to  redrefs  every  griev¬ 
ance  that  may  be  laid  before  them,  and  are  of  opinion  there  can  be  no 
greater  caufe  for  complaint,  nor  more  juh  realons  for  redrefs,  than  in 
the  prefent  cafe. 

They  do  therefore  exprefs  their  diffatisfaction  with  the  ceffion  of 
■wehern  territory  made  by  the  hate  of  Virginia,  in  January,  178  1,  as 
being  far  hiort  of  affording  that  juhice  which  is  equally  due  to  the 
United  States  at  large,  and  requeh  that  Congrefs  will  not  accept  of 
Vol.  VIH.  D2 
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the  faid  ceffion,  but  that  they  will  prefs  upon  the  fald  date  to  make  a 
more  liberal  furrender  of  that  territory  of  which  they  claim  fo  bound* 
lefs  a  proportion. 

The  legiflature  place  the  utmod  confidence  in  the  wifdom  and  juf- 
tice  of  Congrefs,  and  allure  themfelves,  that  as  far  as  it  lies  in  the  pow¬ 
er  of  that  auguft  body,  the  union  will  be  dri&ly  maintained. 

Council  Chamber,  Houle  of  AlTembly, 

June  14,  1783,  June  14,  1783, 

By  order  of  Council,  By  order  of  the  Houfe, 

Wil.  Livingston,  President .  Ephraim  Harris,  Speaker . 

Saturday  June  21,  1783. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  and  fupreme  executive  council  of  Penn- 
fylvania  be  informed,  that  the  authority  of  the  United  States  having 
been  this  day  grofsly  infulted  by  the  diforderly  and  menacing  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  body  of  armed  foldiers  about  the  place  within  which  Congrefs 
were  affembled,  and  the  peace  of  this  city  being  endangered  by  the 
mutinous  difpofition  of  the  faid  troops  now  in  the  barracks,  it  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  neceffary  that  effectual  meafures  be  immedi¬ 
ately  taken  for  fupporting  the  public  authority. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee,  on  a  letter  from  colonel  Butler,  be 
directed  to  confer,  without  lofs  of  time,  with  the  fupreme  executive 
council  of  Pennlylvania,  on  the  practicability  of  carrying  the  prece¬ 
ding  refolution  into  effect  ;  and  that  in  cafe  it  fh all  appear  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  that  there  is  not  a  fatisfa&ory  ground  for  expecting  adequate 
and  prompt  exertions  of  this  date  for  fupporting  the  dignity  of  the 
federal  government,  the  prefident  on  the  advice  of  the  committee  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  fummon  the  members  of  Congrefs  to  meet 
on  Thurfday  next  at  Trenton  or  Princeton,  in  New-Jerfey,  in  order 
that  further  and  more  effectual  meafures  may  betaken  for  fuppreffing 
the  prefent  revolt,  and  maintaining  the  dignity  and  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fccretary  at  war  be  directed  to  communicate 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  the  date  and  difpofition  of  the  faid  troops, 
in  order  that  he  may  take  immediate  meafures  to  difpatch  to  this  city, 
fuch  force  as  he  may  judge  expedient  for  fuppreffing  any  didurbances 
that  may  enfue. 


PRINCETON, 

Mon  DAT ,  June  30,  1783. 

Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Arnold,  delegates  for  the  date  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
attended,  and  produced  their  credentials,  by  which  it  appears,  that  at 
the  anniverfary  ele&ion  of  officers,  civil  and  military,  for  the  date 
aforefaid,  held  on  the  Id  Wednefday  in  May,  1783,  the  hon.  William 
Ellery,  Jonathan  Arnold,  David  Howell  and  Henry  Marchant,  were 
elected  delegates  toreprefent  the  faid  date  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  of  America,  for  one  year,  and  until  others  ffiall  be  appoin¬ 
ted  in  their  dead,  and  appear  t»  take  their  places. 
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Tuesdat ,  y«/y  L  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
El li worth  and  Mr.  Bland,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr. 

Hamilton:  r  . 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Howe  be  directed  to  march  luch  part 

of  the  force  under  his  command,  as  he  fliall  judge  neceffary  to  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  order  that  immediate  meafures  may  be  ta¬ 
ken  to  confine  and  bring  to  trial  all  fuch  perfons  belonging  to  the 
army  as  have  been  principally  aftive  in  the  late  mutiny,  to  difarm  the 
remainder,  and  to  examine  fully  into  all  the  circumftances  relating 

thereto.  .  .  ,  .  ,r 

That  in  the  execution  of  the  foregoing'  refolution,  if  any  matteis 

{hall  arife  which  may  concern  the  civil  jurifdi&ion,  or  in  which  its 
aid  may  be  neceffary,  application  be  made  for  the  fame  to  the  execu¬ 
tive  authority  of  the  ftate.  ^  . 

That  the  executive  of  Pennfylvania  be  informed  of  the  foiegoing 
refolutions,  and  requefted  to  afford  their  afliftance  whenloever  the  fame 
fliall  be  required. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  IV! r.  Hamilton,  IVIi.  Ellfworth  and 
Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  the  17th  June,  from 
colonel  R.  Butler,  at  Lancafter,  and  fundry  papers  communicated  to 
Congrefs  by  the  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  through  their  de¬ 
legates,  having  on  the  19th  of  June  made  a  verbal  report,  and  on  the 
20th  of  the  fame  month  a  report  in  writing,  and  the  written  report 
being  on  the  30th  re-committed,  that  they  might  amend  it,  by  adding 
thereto  their  verbal  report,  and  the  report  being  this  day  brought  in 
with  the  amendment : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  Report  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  and  papers  com¬ 
municated  to  Congrefs  by  the  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania, 
through  their  delegates,  report, 

That  they  had  a  conference  yefterday,  as  dire&ed,  with  the  fupreme 
executive  council,  in  which,  in  the  firft  inftance,  the  propriety  of  cal¬ 
ling  out  a  detachment  of  militia  to  intercept  the  mutineers  on  their 
ma'rch  from  Lancafter,  was  propofed  to  the  council,  fuggefting  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  their  being  fuffered  with  impunity  to  join  the  troops  in  the  bar¬ 
racks,  who  a  few  days  before  had  manifefted  a  dangerous  fpirit  by  an 
infolent  and  threatning  meffage  fent  to  Congrefs  in  the  name  of  a 
board  of  ferjeants,  and  who,  it  was  apprehended,  would  be  ready  to 
make  common  caufe  with  thofe  on  their  march  for  mutinous  purpofes. 
That  the  council  having  {hewn  a  relu&ance  to  call  out  any  part  of  the 
militia,  exprefling  an  opinion  that  they  would  not  be  willing  to  aft, 
till  lbme  outrage  fhould  have  been  committed  by  the  troops  :  there 
appeared  to  the  committee  no  alternative  but  to  endeavour  to  diffuade 
the  mutineers  from  coming  to  town,  and  if  they  failed  in  that  attempt, 
to  make  ufe  of  expedients  to  prevent  the  troops  in  the  barracks  from 
joining  in  any  exceffes,  and  to  induce  the  detachment  from  Lancafter 
to  return  to  that  place.  That  in  this  view,  and  at  their  defire,  the 
afliftant  fecretary  at  war  met  the  detachment  then  on  its  march  to 
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the  city,  and  endeavoured  to  engage  them  to  return  to  the  former 
place,  urging  the  confiderations  contained  in  the  annexed  inftru&ions 
to  him,  but  the  faid  detachment  perfifted  in  their  intention  of  com¬ 
ing  to  this  city,  and  arrived  here  this  morning.  That  upon  confer- 
ing  with  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  they  find  there  is  a  proba¬ 
bility  that  the  pay-mafter-general,  to  whom  the  fettlement  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  army  has  been  committed,  and  who  having  all  the  do¬ 
cuments  in  his  pofleflion,  can  alone  execute  the  bufinefs  with  propriety, 
will  fhortly  arrive  from  the  army,  and  will  immediately  enter  upon  a 
fettlement  with  the  troops  in  this  date  ;  that  in  the  mean  time  mea- 
fures  will  be  taken  to  prepare  the  bufinefs  for  a  final  adjuftment.  That 
there  will  immediately  be  fent  to  Lancafter,  a  fum  of  money  to  be  paid 
to  the  troops  on  account  of  the  month’s  pay  heretofore  directed  to  be 
advanced  to  them,  the  payment  of  which  has  hitherto  been  delayed  by 
particular  circumftances,  together  with  notes  for  three  months  pay,  in¬ 
tended  to  be  advanced  to  the  men  when  furloughed.  That  they  have 
defired  this  information  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commanding-officer 
here  and  at  Lancafter,  with  this  declaration,  that  the  corps  ftationed 
at  Lancafter,  including  the  detachment,  can  only  be  fettled  with  or  * 
paid  at  that  place. 

The  Instructions  to  Major  Jackson . 

SIR, 

Information  having  been  received,  that  a  detachment  of  about  80  mu¬ 
tineers,  are  on  their  way  from  Lancafter  to  this  place,  you  will  pleafe  to 
proceed  to  meet  them,  and  to  endeavour  by  every  prudent  method  to  en¬ 
gage  them  to  return  to  the  poft  they  have  left.  You  will  inform  them 
of  the  orders  that  have  been  given,  permitting  them  to  remain  in  fer- 
vice  till  their  accounts  (hall  have  been  fettled,  if  they  prefer  it  to  be¬ 
ing  furloughed,  and  of  the  allowance  of  pay  which  has  been  made  to 
the  army  at  large,  and  in  which  they  are  to  be  included.  You  will  re- 
prefent  to  them,  that  their  accounts  cannot  be  fettled  without  their  offi-  • 
cers,  whom  they  have  left  behind  them  at  Lancafter.  You  will  reprefent 
to  them  with  coolnefs  but  energy,  the  impropriety  of  fuch  irregular 
proceedings,  and  the  danger  they  will  run  by  perfifting  in  an  improper 
conduct.  You  will  allure  them  of  the  belt  intentions  in  Congrefs  to  do 
them  juftice,  and  of  the  abfurdity  of  their  expecting  to  procure  it  more 
cfte&ualiy  by  intemperate  proceedings.  You  will  point  out  to  them 
the  tendency  which  fuch  proceedings  may  have  to  raife  the  refentments 
of  their  country,  and  to  indifpofe  it  to  take  effectual  meafures  for  their 
relief.  In  Ihort,  you  will  urge  every  confideration  in  your  power  to 
induce  them  to  return,  at  the  fame  time  avoiding  whatever  may  tend 
to  irritate.  If  they  perfi’ft  in  coming  to  town,  you  will  give  the  ear- 
lieft  notice  to  us  of  their  progrefs  and  dilpofition.  Should  they  want 
provifions,  you  will  allure  them  of  a  fupply,  if  they  will  remain  where 
they  are,  which  you  are  to  endeavour  to  perfuade  them  to  do,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  coming  to  town. 

I  am  fir,  your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

A.  Hamilton,  in  behalf  of  the  committee. 

Philadelphia,  June  19,  1783. 

Major  Jackson,  Assistant  Secretary  at  War, 
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,  The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Ellfworth,  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  2  id  June,  to  confer  with  the  flip  re  me  executive  coun¬ 
cil  of  Pennfyl vania,  on  the  pradicability  of  taking  effe&ual  meafures 
to  fupport  the  public  authority,  having  delivered  in  a  report ; 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  Report  is  as  follows  : 

u  The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  fupreme  executive 
council  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  practicability  of  taking  edeChial  mea- 
fures  to  fupport  the  public  authority,  in  confequence  of  the  diforderly 
and  menacing  appearance  of  a  body  of  armed  foldiei  s  lui  1  ounding  the 
place  where  Congrefs  were  afiembled,  on  Saturday  the  2  Id  inft.  beg 
leave  to  report  ; 

That  they  had  a  conference  the  morning  following  with  the  iupieme 
executive  council,  agreeably  to  the  intention  of  Congrefs,  and  having 
communicated  their  refolution  on  that  fubjeCl,  informed  the  council, 
that  Congrefs  confidered  the  proceeding  on  which  that  refolution  was 
founded,  of  fo  ferious  a  nature,  as  to  render  palliatives  improper,  and 
to  require  that  vigorous  meafures  fhould  be  taken  to  put  a  dop  to  the 
further  progrefs  of  the  evil,  and  to  compel  fubmihion  on  the  part  of 
the  offenders.  That  in  this  view  they  had  thought  it  expedient  to  de¬ 
clare  to  the  executive  of  the  date  in  which  they  refide,  the  neceffity  of 
taking  effectual  meafures  for  fupporting  the  public  authority.  That 
though  they  had  declined  a  fpecification  of  the  meafures  which  they 
would  deem  effectual,  it  was  their  fenfe,  that  a  number  of  the  militia 
fhould  be  immediately  called  out,  fufficient  to  fupprefs  the  revolt. 
That  Congrefs  unwilling  to  expofe  the  United  States  to  a  repetition 
of  the  infult,  had  fufpended  their  ordinary  deliberations  in  this  city, 
till  proper  heps  could  be  taken  to  provide  againd  the  poflibility  of  it. 

The  council,  after  fome  converfation,  informed  the  committee,  that 
they  would  wifh,  previous  to  a  determination,  to  alcertain  the  date 
and  difpodtion  of  the  militia,  and  to  confult  the  officers  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

The  day  following  the  committee  waited  upon  the  council  for  their 
final  refolution,  having  previoufiy  prefented  a  letter  addreffed  to  his 
excellency  the  prefident,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  requeding  the 
determination  of  the  council  in  writing. 

The  council  declined  a  written  anfwer,  alleging  that  it  had  been  un- 
ufual  on  fimilar  occafions  ;  that  they  were  unwilling  to  do  any  thing 
which  might  appear  an  innovation  in  the  manner  of  conducting  con¬ 
ferences  between  their  body  and  committees  of  Congrefs  ;  adding, 
hotvever,  that  they  were  ready  to  give  their  anfwer  in  writing,  if 
Congrefs  diould  requed  it.  They  then  proceeded  to  a  verbal  anfwer, 
in  fubdance  as  follows  : 

That  the  council  had  a  high  refpeCt  for  the  reprefentative  fovereign- 
ty  of  the  United  States,  and  were  difpofed  to  do  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  fupport  its  dignity.  That  they  regretted  the  infult  which  had 
happened,  with  this  additional  motive  of  fenfibility,  that  they  had  them- 
felves  had  a  principal  (hare  in  it.  That  they  had  confulted  a  number 
of  well  informed  officers  of  the  militia,  and  found  that  nothing  in  the 
prefent  date  of  things  was  to  be  expedted  from  that  quarter.  That 
the  militia  of  the  city  in  general,  were  not  only  ill  provided  for  fervice, 
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but  difmclined  to  aft  upon  the  prefent  occafion.  That  the  council  did 
not  believe  any  exertions  were  to  be  looked  for  from  them,  except  in 
cafe  of  further  outrage  and  a&ual  violence  to  perfon  or  property.  That 
in  lut  h  cale  a  1  e  1  pe Ct able  body  of  citizens  would  arm  for  the  fecurity 
of  their  property  and  of  the  public  peace  ;  but  it  was  to  be  doubted 
what  meafure  of  outrage  would  produce  this  effed  ;  and  in  particular, 

it  was  not  to  be  expe&ed  merely  from  a  repetition  of  the  inlult  which 
had  happened. 

1  lie  council  oblerved  that  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  communi¬ 
cate  their  expectations  with  candour,  and  pafled  from  the  fubjeft  of 
the  practicability  of  vigorous  meafures  to  the  policy  of  them.  They 
hated,  that  general  St.  Clair,  with  the  approbation  of  feveral  members 
of  Gongrefs  and  ot  council,  had,  by  a  declaration  in  writing,  permitted 
the  mutineers  to  choofe  a  committee  of  commiffioned  officers  to  repre¬ 
sent  their  grievances  to  council,  and  had  authorized  them  to  exped 
that  a  conference  would  be  allowed  for  that  purpofe.  That  it  was 
laid  the  mutineers  began  to  be  convinced  of  their  error  and  were  pre¬ 
paring  fubmiffions.  That  from  the  heps  which  had  been  taken,  the 
bufinefs  feemed  to  be  in  a  train  of  negociation,  and  that  it  merited 
conhderation,  how  far  it  would  be  prudent  to  terminate  the  matter  in 
that  way  rather  than  employ  coercive  means. 

The  committee  remarked,  with  relpeCl  to  the  fcruple  about  giving 
an  anfwer  in  writing,  that  they  could  not  forbear  differing  in  opinion 
as  to  its  propriety.  1  hat  nothing  was  more  common  than  written 
communications  between  the  executives  of  the  different  hates  and  the 
civil  and  military  officers  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  :  that  for  a  much  hronger  reafon  there  was  a  propriety  in  this 
mode  of  tranfa&ing  bufinefs  between  the  council  and  a  committee  of 
the  body  of  Gongrefs.  That  indeed  it  would  be  conformable  to  the 
moh  obvious  and  cuftomary  rules  of  proceeding,  and  that  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  prefent  occafion  made  it  delirable  to  give  every  tranfadlion 
the  greateft  precifion. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  practicability  of  employing  the  militia,  the  com¬ 
mittee  obferved,  that  this  was  a  point  of  which  the  council  was  alone 
competent  to  judge.  That  the  duty  of  the  committee  was  performed 
in  explicitly  fignifying  the  expectations  of  Gongrefs. 

And  with  refpeCt  to  the  policy  of  coertion,  the  committee  remarked, 
that  the  meafures  taken  by  Gongrefs  clearly  indicated  their  opinion, 
that  the  exceffes  of  the  mutineers  had  paffed  the  bounds  within  which 
a  fpirit  of  compromifc  might  confift  with  the  dignity,  and  even  the 
fafety  of  government.  That  impunity  for  what  had  happened  might 
encourage  to  more  flagrant  proceedings,  invite  others  to  follow  the  ex¬ 
ample  and  extend  the  mifehief.  That  the  paffivenefs  of  conduct  ob¬ 
ferved  towards  the  detachment  which  had  mutined  at  Lancafter,  and 
come  to  the  city  in  defiance  of  their  officers,  had,  no  doubt,  led  to 
the  fubfequent  violences.  That  thefe  confiderations  had  determined 
Gongrefs  to  adopt  decifive  meafures.  That  befides  the  application  to 
the  ftate  in  which  they  refide,  for  its  immediate  lupport,  they  had  not 
necleCted  other  means  of  ultimately  executing  their  purpofe,  but  had 
directed  the  commander  in  chief  to  march  a  detachment  of  troops  to¬ 
wards  the  city.  That  whatever  moderation  it  might  be  prudent  to 
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exercife  towards  the  mutineers,  when  they  were  once  in  the  power  of 
government,  it  w7as  neceffary,  in  the  fir II  inftance,  to  place  them  in 
that  fituation.  That  Congrefs  would  probably  continue  to  purfue 
this  obje&unlefs  it  fhould  be  fuperceded  by  unequivocal  demonftrations 
of  fubmiffion  on  the  part  of  the  mutineers.  That  they  had  hitherto 
given  no  fatisfa&ory  evidence  of  this  difpofition,  having  lately  pre- 
fented  the  officers  they  had  chofen  to  reprefent  their  grievances,  with 
a  formal  commiffion  in  writing,  enjoining  them,  if  neceffary,  .to  ufe 
compulfory  means  for  redrefs,  and  menacing  them  with  death,  in  cafe 
of  their  failing  to  execute  their  views. 

Under  this  hate  of  things,  the  committee  could  not  forbear  fug- 
geffing  to  the  council,  that  it  would  be  expedient  for  them  fo  to  qua¬ 
lify  the  reception  which  they  fhould  think  proper  to  give  to  any  pro¬ 
portions  made  by  the  mutineers,  as  not  to  create  embarraffment,  fhould 
Congrefs  continue  to  a 61  on  the  principle  of  coertion. 

The  committee  finding  that  there  was  no  fatisfa&ory  ground  to  ex¬ 
pert  prompt  and  adequate  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  executive  of 
this  hate,  for  fupporting  the  public  authority,  were  bound  by  the  re- 
folution  under  which  they  acted,  to  advife  the  prefident  to  fummon 
Congrefs  to  aiTemble  at  Princeton  or  Trenton  on  Thurfday  the  26th  inft. 

Willing  however  to  protract  the  departure  of  Congrefs  as  long  as 
they  could  be  juftified  in  doing  it,  ftill  hoping  that  further  information 
would  produce  more  decifive  meafures  on  the  part  of  the  council,  and 
deffrous  of  feeing  what  complexion  the  intimated  fubmiflions  would 
affume,  they  ventured  to  defer  advifmg  the  removal  till  the  afternoon 
of  the  day  following,  that  on  which  the  anfwer  of  council  was  given. 
But  having  then  received  no  further  communications  from  the  coun¬ 
cil,  and  having  learnt  from  general  St.  Clair,  that  the  fubmiflions 
propofed  to  be  offered  by  the  mutineers,  through  the  officers  they  had 
chofen  to  reprefent  them,  were  not  of  a  nature  Efficiently  explicit  to 
be  accepted  or  relied  on  :  that  they  whould  be  accompanied  by  new 
demands,  to  which  it  would  be  improper  to  liften  ;  that  the  officers 
themfelves  compofing  the  committee  had  (hewn  a  myflerious  reluc¬ 
tance  to  inform  general  St.  Clair  of  their  proceedings  ;  had  refufed, 
in  the  firft  inftance  to  do  it,  and  had  afterwards  only  yielded  to  a  pre- 
remptory  demand  on  his  part  :  The  committee  could  no  longer  think 
themfelves  at  liberty  to  delay  their  advice  for  an  adjournment,  which 
they  this  day  accordingly  gave  ;  perfuaded  at  the  fame  time,  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  imprefs  the  mutineers  with  a  convi&ion,  that  extre¬ 
mities  would  be  ufed  againfl  them  before  they  would  be  induced  to 
refolve  on  a  final  and  unreferved  fubmiffion. 

Philadelphia,  June  24th,  1783. 


The  Letter  of  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 

Council  of  Pennsylvania • 

SIR, 

WE  have  the  honor  to  enclofe  for  your  excellency  and  the  council, 
a  copy  of  the  refolutions  communicated  in  our  conference  yefterday. 
Having  then  fully  entered  into  all  the  explanations  which  were  necef- 
iary  on  the  fubjedi,  we  fhall  not  trouble  your  excellency  with  a  re¬ 
capitulation  ;  but  as  the  object  is  of  a  delicate  and  important  nature3 
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we  think  it  our  duty  to  requeft  the  determination  of  the  council  in 
writing. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  refpeft, 

your  excellency’s  moll  obedient  fervants. 
Philadelphia,  June  23,  1783. 


—  i 

■  Wednesday  July  2,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Madifon, 

Whereas  by  the  confederation,  the  affent  of  nine  hates  is  requifite 
to  the  determination  of  matters  of  principal  importance  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  reprefentation  in  Congrefs  has  for  fome  time  paft  gene¬ 
rally  confided  of  lefs  than  that  number  of  hates,  in  confequence 
thereof,  the  public  bufmefs,  at  an  interefting  juncture,  has  fuffered  and 
continues  to  fuffer  great  delay  and  embarraffraent  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  hates  which  are  not  prefent  in  Congrefs,  be  in¬ 
formed  that  it  is  indifpen fable  they  ffiould  without  lofs  of  time,  fend 
forward  a  delegation  to  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  June,  from  his  excellency  W.  Livinghon,  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  hate  of  New-Jerfey,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  his  excellency  the  governor  of 
New-Jerfey,  that  Congrefs  entertain  a  high  fenfe  of  the  lpirit  and  at¬ 
tachment  of  the  citizens  of  New-Jerfey  to  the  federal  union,  and  of 
the  fentiments  exprelfed  by  his  excellency  ;  and  are  happy  that  events 
have  rendered  the  call  of  the  citizens  into  fervice  unneceffary. 

An  addrefs  of  the  governors  and  mahers  of  the  college,  was  read, 
offering  to  Congrefs  the  ufe  of  the  hall,  library  room  and  every  other 
convenience  that  the  college  in  its  prefent  fituation  can  afford  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  the  governors  and  mahers  of 
the  college,  that  Congrefs  entertain  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  obliging 
offer,  and  accept  the  ufe  of  luch  parts  of  the  college  as  are  immedi¬ 
ately  neceffary  for  their  feffion,  and  for  the  officers  attending  them  du¬ 
ring  their  hay  at  Princeton. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th  June,  from  the  hon.  John  Cox,  vice-prehdent 
of  the  council  of  New-Jerfey,  was  read,  accompanied  with  certain  re- 
folves  entered  into  by  the  inhabitants  of  Trenton  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  Mr.  Cox,  that  Congrefs  enter¬ 
tain  juft  fentiments  of  the  refpedtful  manner  in  which  the  inhabitants 
of  Trenton  and  its  vicinity  exprefs  themfelves  in  their  refolves  of  the 
24th  of  June  bit,  with  regard  to  Congrefs. 

That  Congrefs  highly  applaud  the  proper  refentment  the  citizens  of 
Trenton  and  its  vicinity  have  difeovered  againft  difturbers  of  the  public 
peace  and  violators  of  the  dignity  of  the  union. 

Finn  at,  July  4,  1783. 

Certain  refolutions  palled  by  the  inhabitants  of  Princeton  and  its  vi¬ 
cinity,  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  highly  applaud  the  refolutions  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Princeton  and  its  vicinity,  to  fupport  order  and  good  go¬ 
vernment  ;  that  Congrefs  entertain  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  affe&ionate 
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and  refpedful  expreflions,  and  are  obliged  by  their  exertions  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  reprefentatives  of  the  United  States. 

On  a  report  of  the  fuperintendant  made  purfuant  to  the  order  of  the 

20th  of  June  laft  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  pay-mafter-general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  fully 
authorized  and  empowered  to  fettle  and  finally  adjuft  all  accounts 
whatfoever,  between  the  United  States,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  of 
the  American  army,  fo  as  to  include  all  and  every  demand  which  they 
or  either  of  them,  may  have  by  virtue  of  the  feveral  refolutions  and 
ads  of  Congrefs  relating  thereto.  And  that  the  laid  pay-mafter  do 
give  certificates  of  the  funis  which  may  appear  due  on  lucli  lettlements 
in  the  form  and  manner  which  the  fuperintendant  of  the  finances  of 
the  United  States  may  dired :  provided  always,  that  the  certificates 
to  the  officers  fliall  be  delayed  for  a  reafonable  time,  to  obtain  returns 
of  payments  or  advances  to  them  by  the  {fates,  or  public  departments, 
where  in  the  opinion  of  the  pay-mafter-general,  fuch  delay  fliall  be  ne» 

Wednesday ,  July  9,  1783. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Higginfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  HoIten_* 

u  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  do  dired  the  receiver  of  con¬ 
tinental  taxes  in  the  {fate  of  MafTachufetts,  to  pay  to  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  the  MafTachufetts  line  of  the  army,  who  have  been  difcharg- 
ed  on  furlough,  the  amount  of  one  year’s  pay,  out  of  the  monies  he 
may  receive  from  that  {fate,  on  account  of  the  requifition  for  the  ex- 
pcnfes  of  the  year  1782.” 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Clark, 

That  the  foregoing  motion  be  committed  :  and  on  the  queffion  for 
a  commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Higginfon, 


Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Holteii , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

no  > 

>  no 
no  y 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

ay  7 
r  ay 
ay} 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr*  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

ay  1 

'  ay  >  ay 

ayj 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Montgomery , 

no  7  .  j  j 

f  divided, 

ay) 

Delaware , 

Mr.  M^Comh) 

Mr.  Bedford , 

ay\  ay 

ay)  ^ 

Virginia , 

Mr*  Bland , 

ay  )>  * 

North-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

ay  7 
c  ay 

ay)  y 

South -Carolina^ 

So  the  queffion  was  loft. 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Read , 

Z\aj> 

After  fome  further  debate,  an  adjournment  was  called  for,  and 

agreed  to.  -  ■■  X  m - 

Thursday ,  July  10,  1783. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Higgin¬ 
fon,  which  was  under  debate  yefferday  ;  and  thereupon, 
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Ordered ,  That  the  laid  motion  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 


Fridat ,  July  1  1,  1783 


Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
liRing  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Fitzfimmons  and  Mr.  Higginfon,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  motion  of  Mr.  Higginfon,  and  the  fame  being  read 
as  follows  : 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefanted  to  Congrefs,  that  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  the  Maflachufetts  line,  who  have  lately  retired  on  furlough, 
have  not  received  the  pay  which  was  formerly  directed  ;  and  whereas 
it  is  the  wifh  of  Congrefs  to  do  equal  juftice  to  all  the  officers  and  fol¬ 
diers  of  the  continental  army  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  complete  without  delay,  the  fame  payments  to  the  officers 
and  foldiers  of  the  Maflachufetts  line,  which  were  ordered  to  be  paid 
to  the  army  at  large. 

Resolvedy  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  be  directed  immedi¬ 
ately  to  order  the  receivers  of  the  continental  revenue  in  each  (late, 
to  receive  the  notes  ilfued  by  his  order  for  the  payment  of  the  army, 
whether  figned  by  himfelf  or  Michael  Hillegas,  treafurer,  payable  in 
1,  2,  3,4,  5,  or  6  months,  in  dilcharge  of  the  requifition  for  8,000,000 
of  dollars,  for  the  expenfe  of  the  year  1782,  and  that  he  immediately 
publifh  the  faid  order  in  all  the  newfpapers  in  the  feveral  Rates.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Holten,  feconded  by  Mr.  Higginfon, 
to  poRpone  the  confideration  of  the  report,  in  order  again  to  take  up 
the  original  motion,  as  entered  on  the  journal  the  9th  infl.  And  on  the 
queflion  for  poRponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hol¬ 


ten 


Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Higginson , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Arnold , 

Mr.  Ellsworth , 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Mi  Com  by 
Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Blandy 
Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Haw  kins  y 
Mr.  Willi amsoriy 
Mr.  Izardy 
Mr.  Ready 


Massachusetts 


Rhode-Island , 


Connccticuty 

New-Jerseyy 


Pennsylvania 


Delaware 


Virginiay 


North-Carolina 


Soutb-Carolina 


So  the  quefiion  was  loR. 

The  report  was  then  taken  into  farther  confideration,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  refolution  agreed  to. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  the  officers  and 
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foldiers  of  the  Maffachufetts  line,  who  have  lately  retired  on  furlough, 
have  not  received  the  pay  which  was  formerly  dire&ed  :  And  where¬ 
as  it  is  the  wifh  of  Gongrefs  to  do  equal  juftice  to  all  the  ofticers  and 

foldiers  of  the  continental  army  :  , 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  direfted  to  complete  without  delay,  the  fame  payments 
to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  Maffachufetts  line,  which  were  or¬ 
dered  to  be  paid  to  the  army  at  large. 

The  laft  paragraph  of  the  report  being  under  debate,  and  the  lame 

having  been  amended, 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  to  re¬ 
port,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  report  immediately  what  meafures  he 

has  taken  relative  to  the  pay  ot  the  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Higginfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Resolved,- That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  dire&ed  to  report 
to  Gongrefs,  the  reafons  why  the  troops  lately  furloughed,  did  not  re¬ 
ceive  part  of  their  pay  previous  thereto,  agreeably  to  the  intention  of 
Gongrefs  ;  and  alfo  to  report  the  meafures  by  which  he  expects  to  re¬ 
deem  the  notes  he  has  iffued,  or  may  hereafter  iflue^  to  the  troops 
which  have  been,  or  may  be  furloughed  under  the  relolution  of  the 
26th  day  of  May  laft. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellfworth,  Gon¬ 
grefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

One  of  the  delegates  from  Pennfylvania  having  read  in  his  place,  a 
letter  from  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  that  ftate,  complaining  of 
an  ambiguity  in  part  of  the  report  of  a  committee  which  was  entered 
on  the  journal  on  the  1ft  inft.  in  the  following  words  :  “  that  they 
(the  executive  council)  regretted  the  infult  which  had  happened,  with 
this  additional  motive  of  fenfibility,  that  they  had  themfelves  had  a 
principal  ftrare  in  it.” 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  do  not  conceive  the  committee  had  the 
moft  diftant  intention  to  infinuate  that  the  executive  council  had  any 
(hare  in  promoting  the  infult  which  was  offered  to  Gongrefs  by  the  mu¬ 
tinous  troops,  but  that  the  executive  council  had  fhared  with  Gongrefs 
in  receiving  the  infult. 

IVednesdav,  July  16,  1783. 

Mr.  Duane,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  New-York,  and  Mr.  A, 
Lee,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  their 
feats  in  Gongrefs. 

The  agent  of  marine,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  20th  of 
June  laft,  from  the  governor  of  Virginia  to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate, 
having  reported, 

That  the  fervices  rendered  by  Meffrs.  Cowper  and  Ballard,  were 
previous  to  the  requifitions  for  the  fervice  of  1782  and  1783,  fo  that 
no  monies  now  in  the  treafury  can  properly  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  what  thofe  fervices  may  on  a  proper  inveftigation  appear  to  be  real¬ 
ly  worth.  That  the  commiffioner  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts 
of  the  United  States  in  Virginia,  is  authorized  to  adjuft  the  value  of 
fervices  rendered  by  the  citizens  thereof  to  the  United  States,  at  the 
time  and  place  where  they  were  rendered,  according  to  the  principles 
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of  equity  ;  an  authoriry  which  is  vefled  in  him  completely  and  exclu¬ 
sively-  That  therefore,  Meffrs.  Cowper  and  Ballard,  muh  apply  to 
the  laid  commiffioner,  who,  if  he  ffiould  find  the  United  States  to  be 
in  their  debt,  will  give  them  certificates  like  to  thofe  which  are  given 
to  other  creditors  of  the  faid  hates,  and  will  tranfmit  fuch  materials 
to  the  commiffioner  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  marine  department, 
as  will  enable  him  to  make  proper  charges  in  thofe  accounts. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Maddifon  and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  23d 
June,  from  the  commander  in  chief,  enclofing  a  copy  of  his  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  commiffioners  for  fuperintending  the  embarkations  at 
New- York  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  inftru&ed,  to  re-cal  the 
commiffioners  who  have  been  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  embarka¬ 
tions  at  New-York,  unlefs  fome  change  of  circumhances  ffiall  have 
occurred,  from  which  he  may  conclude  that  their  further  continuance 
in  New-York  may  be  produdive  of  fome  advantage  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Resolved ,  That  whenever  the  prefident  ffiall  be  obliged  to  adjourn 
Congrefs,  from  the  want  of  feven  hates,  an  entry  ffiall  be  made  in  the 
daily  journal  of  the  hates  prelent,  and  of  the  names  of  the  individual 
members  prefent  from  the  hates  unreprefented. 

Friday ,  July •  18,  1783. 

An  addrefs  from  the  magihrates,  militia  officers,  and  citizens  of 
the  town  of  Newark,  figned  by  .W.  Burnet,  Efq;  chairman,  having 
been  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  Mr.  Burnet,  that  Congrefs  en¬ 
tertain  a  high  fenfe  of  the  fpirit  and  patriotifm  of  the  magihrates, 
militia  officers,  and  citizens  of  the  town  of  Newark,  applaud  their 
zeal  for  good  order,  and  the  fecurity  and  honor  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  and  are  obliged  by  their  difpofition  to  render  the  refidence  of 
Congrefs  in  the  hate,  as  agreeable  as  poffible. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Ellery 
and  Mr.  M’Henry,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  23d  June, 
from  the  commander  in  chief,  enclofing  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Reuben  Harvey,  merchant  in  Cork,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
other  papers. 

Resolved ,  That  his  excellency  the  commander  in  chief,  be  requehed 
to  tranfmit  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  to  Mr.  Reuben  Harvey,  merchant 
in  Cork,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  exprefs  the  juh  fenfe  Congrefs 
entertain  of  the  fervices  he  has  rendered  during  the  late  war,  to  Ame¬ 
rican  prifoners. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  on  Tuefday. 

Tuesday ,  July  22,  1783. 

Six  hates  only  attended,  namely,  Maffiachufetts,  New-York,  New- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the 
hate  of  Maryland,  Mr.  M’Henry,  from  the  hate  of  South-Garolina, 
Mr.  Izard. 
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Wednesdat ,  July  23,  1783. 

Mr.  Howell,  a  delegate  from  the  If  ate  oi  Rhode-Ifland,  attenued, 

and  took  his  feat  in  Congrels.  a/t  i 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Clark 

and  Mr.  Higginfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  luperinten- 
dant  of  finance,  on  a  petition  of  Mrs.  Grace  Mercer  : 

Ordered ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  tranfmit  to  the  com- 
miffioner  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  hofpital-department,  a  copy 
of  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Grace  Mercer,  and  in  the  fettlement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  late  Mr.  Mercer,  due  enquiry  be  made  by  the  laid 
commiffioner,  into  the  caufes  of  the  detention  of  the  money  therein 
mentioned  ;  and  that  the  faid  commiffioner  report  the  reiult  of  fuch 
enquiry  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to 
take  order  therein  as  (hall  appear  to  him  juft,  on  inch  leport  being 
made. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  five  members,  appoint- 
ed  laft  January,  to  enquire  into  the  proceedings  of  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs,  be  difcharged ;  they  having  affigned  fatisfaftory  rea- 
fons  for  not  reporting. 

Thursdat ,  July  24,  1783. 

Six  {fates  only  attended,  namely,  MafTachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  New- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the 
date  of  New-York,  Mr.  Duane,  from  the  {fate  of  South-Carolina,  Mr. 
Izard. 

Fridat,  July  25,  1783. 

Six  {fates  only  attended,  namely,  MafTachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  New- 
Jerley,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  {fate 
of  New-York,  Mr.  Duane,  from  Delaware,  Mr.  M‘Comb,  from  Ma¬ 
ryland,  Mr.  M 4 Henry,  and  from  the  Hate  of  South-Carolina,  Mr. 
Izard. 

Sat’urdat ,  July  26,  1783. 

An  addrefs  from  the  officers  of  the  three  battalions  of  militia  of 
Hunterdon,  Middlefex  and  Somerfet,  molt  contiguous  to  Princeton, 
being  read. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  the  officers  of  militia  of  Hun¬ 
terdon,  Middlefex  and  Somerfet,  that  Congrefs  have  received  with 
much  fatisfa&ion,  their  refpedtful  and  affe&ionate  addrefs,  and  highly 
approve  of  the  patriotic  fentiments  contained  in  the  refolutions  with 
which  it  is  accompanied. 

Mon  DAT,  July  28,  1783. 

An  addrefs  from  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  liberties  there¬ 
of,  having  been  received  and  read. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
and  its  liberties,  in  anfwer  to  their  refpe&ful  and  affe&ionate  addrefs, 
that  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  have  great  fatisfaefion 
in  reviewing  the  fpirited  and  patriotic  exertions  which  have  been  made 
J>y  the  government  and  citizens  of  Pennfylvania,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
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Ute  glorious  war  ;  and  that  they  are  highly  pleafed  with  the  refoiution 
expieiled  by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  to  aid  in  all  meafures  which 
may  have  a  tendency  to  lupport  the  national  honor  and  dignity. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  1  hat  the  prehdent  inform  the  commander  in 
chief,  that  his  attendance  at  Congrefs  is  requeded  as  foon  as  may  be 
convenient,  after  his  return  from  the  northward. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Higginfon,  Mr.  El¬ 
lery  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  14th 
inff.  from  the  lupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  together  with 
all  the  letters  received  from  them  fince  the  2  Id  of  June,  and  alfo  a 
letter  of  the  13th  ind.  from  major-general  R.  Howe. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  though  Congrefs  are  difpofed  to  extend  every  pof- 
fible  mark  of  clemency  which  may  confid  with  the  honor  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  fafety  of  the  public,  to  thoie  troops  who  were  concerned  in 
the  late  mutiny,  they  cannot  take  any  final  refolutions  on  that  fubjedf, 
till  the  commanding-officer  lhall  have  finifhed  the  trials  and  enquiries 
now  begun. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  Congrefs  have  no  objection  to  fuidoughs  being  grant¬ 
ed  to  any  of  the  foldiers  concerned  in  the  late  mutiny,  who  are  not 
fuppoled  to  have  been  particularly  active  or  indrumental  in  the  fame, 
or  whole  evidence  is  not  fuppoled  to  be  important  towards  convidliner 
the  chief  offenders. 

Resolved ,  That  as  the  aft  of  the  26th  of  May  lad,  by  which  the 
troops  that  were  difeharged  or  furloughed,  were  to  be  permitted  to 
carry  home  their  arms,  originated  in  the  high  degree  of  confidence 
which  Congrefs  have  ever  had  occalion  to  place  in  the  patriotifm,  and 
good  difpofition  of  the  army,  the  foldiers  concerned  in  the  late  mu¬ 
tiny  having  evinced  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  fuch  confidence,  can¬ 
not  be  permitted  to  take  their  arms. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  fuch  of  the  troops  lately  detached  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  major-general  Howe,  as  may  not  longer  be  necelTary  for  ef¬ 
fecting  the  fervices  on  which  they  were  detached,  be  lent  back  to  the 
main  army. 

On  a  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  the  fecretary  at  war  : 

Resolved ,  That  fuch  officers  of  the.  army  of  the  United  States,  as 
were  prifoners  of  war,  in  the  months  of  February,  March  and  April 
lad,  be  conddered  as  being  within  the  fpirit  and  intention  of  the  a& 
of  Congrefs  of  the  2d  of  May  lad,  which  directs  an  advance  of  part 
of  the  pay  due  to  the  army. 

Tuesdav ,  July  29,  1783. 

Mr.  Abiel  Foder,  a  delegate  for  the  date  of  New-Hampfhire,  at¬ 
tended,  and  produced  his  credentials,  by  which  it  appears,  that  on  the 
18th  day  of  February  lad,  he  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  reprefent 
that  date  for  one  year,  from  the  date,  unlefs  fooner  relieved,  or  recal¬ 
led  by  the  general  alTembly  of  the  date. 

Mr.  S.  Huntington  and  Mr.  B.  Huntington,  delegates  for  the  date 
of  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took  their  feats  in  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  took  into  condderation  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce, 
concluded  betiveen  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  figned  at  Paris  on  the  3d  day  of  April  lad,  and  the  fame 
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was  adopted  and  ratified,  nine  dates  being  prefent,  in  the  manner 
following  : 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled . 

To  all  who  {hall  fee  thefe  prefents,  greeting. 

WHEREAS  by  our  commiflion  dated  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  28th 
day  of  September,  1782,  the  hon.  Benjamin  Franklin,  was  invefted 
with  full  powers  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  ot  America,  to  con¬ 
cert  and  conclude  with  a  perion  or  perfons  equally  empowered  on  the 
part  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Sweden,  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com¬ 
merce,  having  for  its  balls  the  molt  perledt  equality,  and  for  its  ob¬ 
ject  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  parties,  we  promifing  in  good  faith 
to  ratify  whatever  fhould  be  tranlaAed  by  virtue  of  the  faid  comm  if-  ( 
fion  ;  and  whereas  our  faid  minifter  in  purfuance  of  his  full  powers, 
did  at  Paris,  on  the  3d  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1783, 
with  count  Guttavus  Philip  de  Creutz,  minifter  plenipotentiary  na¬ 
med  for  that  purpofe,  on  the  part  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Sweden, 
conclude  and  iign  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  in  the  words  fol¬ 
lowing,  to  wit : 

A  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  concluded  between  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Sweden  and  the  United  States  of  North- America. 

The  king  of  Sweden,  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  See.  See.  &c.  and 
the  thirteen  United  States  of  North-America,  to  wit:  New-Hamp- 
(hire,  MalTachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Illand,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  counties  of  New-Caftle,  Kent  and  Suffex, 
on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina 
and  Georgia,  defiring  to  eftablifh  in  a  liable  and  permanent  manner, 
the  rules  which  ought  to  be  obferved  relative  to  the  c.orrefpondence 
and  commerce  which  the  two  parties  have  judged  necelfary  to  eftablifh 
between  their  refpe&ive  countries,  ftates  and  fubjedts  ;  his  majefty  and 
the  United  States  have  thought  that  they  could  not  better  accomplifli 
that  end,  than  by  taking  for  a  bafts  of  their  arrangements,  the  mutual 
intereft  and  advantage  of  both  nations,  thereby  avoiding  all  thole 
burthenfome  preferences,  which  are  ulually  fources  of  debate,  embar- 
ralfment  and  difeontent,  and  by  leaving  each  party  at  liberty  to  make, 
refpedling  navigation  and  commerce,  thofe  interior  regulations  which 
fhall  be  moft  convenient  to  itfelf. 

With  this  view,  his  majefty  the  king  of  Sweden,  has  nominated  and 
appointed  for  his  plenipotentiary,  count  Guftavus  Philip  de  Creutz, 
his  ambalfador  extraordinary  to  his  moftChriftian  majefty,  and  knight, 
commander  of  his  orders  ;  and  the  United  States  on  their  part,  have 
fully  empowered  Benjamin  Franklin,  their  minifter  plenipotentiary  to 
his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  :  the  faid  plenipotentiaries,  after  exchanging 
their  full  powers,  and  after  mature  deliberation  in  confequence  thereof, 
have  agreed  upon,  concluded  and  ftgned  the  following  articles. 

Art.  1.  There  (hall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  univerfal  peace  and  a 
true  and  ftneere  friendlhip  between  the  king  of  Sweden,  his  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  fubje&s  of  his 
majefty,  and  thofe  of  the  faid  ftates,  and  between  the  countries,  iflands, 
cities  and  towns  fttuated  under  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  king  and  of  the. 
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faid  United  States,  without  any  acception  of  perfons  or  places  ;  an<J 
the  conditions  agreed  to  in  this  prefent  treaty,  fhall  be  perpetual  and 

permanent  between  the  king,  his  heirs  and  fucceflors,  and  the  faid  Uni- 
ted  States. 

Art.  2.  1  he  king1  and  the  United  States  engage  mutually,  not  to 
grant  hereafter  any  particular  favor  to  other  nations  in  re fpea  to  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation,  which  fhall  not  immediately  become  common 
to  the  other  party,  who  fhall  enjoy  the  fame  favor  freely,  if  the  con- 
ceflion  was  ireely  made,  or  on  allowing  the  fame  compenfation,  if  the 
concefTion  was  conditional. 

Art.  3.  The  fubjeds  of  the  king  of  Sweden  (hall  not  pay  in  the 
ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  iflands,  cities  and  towns  of  the  United 
States  or  any  ot  them,  any  other  or  greater  duties  or  impofts  of  what 
nature  foever  they  maybe,  than  thole  which  the  mod  favored  nations 
are  or  fhall.be  obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they  (ball  enjoy  all  the  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation 
and  commerce,  which  the  faid  nations  do  or  fhall  enjoy,  whether  in 
palling  from  one  port  to  another  of  the  United  States,  or  in  going  to 
or  from  the  fame,  from  or  to  any  part  of  the  world  whatever. 

Art.  4.  The  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States  fhall 
not  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  illands,  cities  and  towns  under 
the  dominion  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  any  other  or  greater  duties  or 
impofts  of  what  nature  foever  they  may  be,  or  by  what  name  foever 
called,  than  thofe  which  the  moft  favored  nations  are  or  fhall  be 
obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privi¬ 
leges,  immunities  and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce, 
which  the  faid  nations  do  or  fhall  enjoy,  whether  in  palling  from  one 
port  to  another  of  the  dominion  of  his  faid  majefty,  or  in  going  to  or 
from  the  fame,  from  or  to  any  part  of  the  world  whatever. 

Art.  5.  There  fhall  be  granted  a  full,  perfed  and  entire  liberty  of 
confcience  to  the  inhabitants  and  fubjeds  of  each  party,  and  no  perfon 
fhall  be  molelled  on  account  of  his  worfhip,  provided  he  fubmits  fo  far 
as  regards  the  public  demonftration  of  it  to  the  laws  of  the  country  : 
Moreover,  liberty  fhall  be  granted,  when  any  of  the  fubjeds  or  inha¬ 
bitants  of  either  party  die  in  the  territory  of  the  other,  to  bury  them 
in  convenient  and  decent  places,  which  fhall  be  afligned  for  the  puroofe : 
And  the  two  contrading  parties  will  provide  each  in  its  jurifdidion, 
that  the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  refpedively,  may  obtain  certificates 
of  the  death  in  cafe  the  delivery  of  them  is  required. 

Art.  6.  The  fubjeds  of  the  contrading  parties  in  the  refpedive 
ftates,  may  freely  difpofe  of  their  goods  and  effeds,  either  by  tefla- 
/nent,  donation  or  otherwife,  in  favor  of  fuch  perfons  as  they  think 
proper  ;  and  their  heirs  in  whatever  place  they  fhall  refide,  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  the  fucceftion,  even  ab  inteflato,  either  in  perfon  or  by  their  at¬ 
torney,  without  having  occafion  to  take  out  letters  of  naturalization. 
Thefc  inheritances  as  well  as  the  capitals  and  effeds,  which  the  fub- 
jeds  of  the  two  parties,  in  changing  their  abode,  fhall  be  defirous  of 
removing  from  the  place  of  their  abode,  fhall  be  exempted  from  all 
duty,  called  u  droit  de  detradion,”  on  the  part  of  the  government  of 
the  two  ftates  refpedively.  But  it  is  at  the  fame  time  agreed,  that 
nothing  contained  in  this  article  fhall  in  any  manner  derogate  from 
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the  ordinances  publifhed  in  Sweden  againft  emigrations,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  publifhed,  which  fhall  remain  in  full  force  and  .vigour. 
The  United  States  on  their  part,  or  any  of  them,  fhall  be  at  liberty  to 
make  refpeding  this  matter,  fuch  laws  as  they  think  proper.^ 

Art.  7.  All  and  every  the  lubje&s  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom  ot 
Sweden,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  permitted  to 
navigate  with  their  veffels  in  all  fafety  and  freedom,  and  without  any 
regard  to  thofe  to  whom  the  merchandizes  and  cargoes  may  belong, 
from  any  port  whatever,  and  the  fubje&s  and  inhabitants  of  the  two 
dates,  fhall  likewife  be  permitted  to  fail  and  trade  with  their  veffels, 
and  with  the  fame  liberty  and  fafety  to  frequent  the  places,  ports  and 
havens  of  powers,  enemies  to  both  or  either  of  the  conti  aCting  parties, 
without  being  in  any  wife  molefted  or  troubled,  and  to  carry  on  a  com¬ 
merce  not  only  dire&ly  from  the  ports  of  an  enemy  to  a  neutral  port, 
but  even  from  one  port  of  an  enemy  to  another  port  of  an  enemy, 
whether  it  be  under  the  jurifdiCtion  of  the  fame  or  of  different  pi  in- 
ces.  And  as  it  is  acknowledged  by  this  treaty,  with  refpedt  to  fhips 
and  merchandizes,  that  free  fhips  fhall  make  the  merchandizes  fiee, 
and  that  every  thing  which  fhall  be  on  board  of  fhips  belonging  to  fub- 
jeCts  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  contracting  parties,  fhall  be  confi- 
dered  as  free,  even  though  the  cargo  or  a  part  of  it  fhould  belong  to 
the  enemies  of  one  or  both  :  it  is  neverthelefs  provided,  that  contra¬ 
band  goods  fhall  always  be  excepted  ;  which  being  intercepted  (hall  be 
proceeded  againft  according  to  the  fpirit  of  the  following  articles.  It 
is  likewife  agreed,  that  the  fame  liberty  be  extended  to  perfons  who 
may  be  on  board  a  free  fhip,  with  this  effeCt,  that  although  they  be 
enemies  to  both  or  either  of  the  parties,  they  fhall  not  be  taken  out  of 
the  free  fhip,  unlefs  they  are  foldiers  in  the  aCtual  fervice  of  the  faid 
enemies. 

Art.  8.  This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  fhall  extend  to 
all  kinds  of  merchandizes  except  thofe  only  which  are  expreffed  in  the 
following  article,  and  are  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  contraband 
goods. 

Art.  9.  Under  the  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited  goods,  fhall 
be  comprehended,  arms,  great  guns,  cannon  balls,  arquebufes,  muf- 
quets,  bombs,  petards,  granadoes,  faucififes,  pitch,  balls,  carriages  for 
ordinance,  mufquet  refts,  bandoliers,  cannon  powder,  matches,  falt- 
petre,  fulphur,  bullets,  pikes,  fabres,  fwords,  morions,  helmets,  cuiraf- 
fes,  halberts,  javelins,  piftols,  holders,  belts,  bayonets,  horfes  with 
their  harnefs,  and  all  other  like  kinds  of  arms  and  inffruments  of  war 
for  the  ufe  of  troops. 

Art.  10.  Thefe  which  follow  fhall  not  be  reckoned  in  the  number 
of  prohibited  goods  ;  that  is  to  fay,  all  forts  of  clothes,  and.  all  other 
manufactures  of  wool,  flax,  iilk,  cotton,  or  any  other  materials  ;  all 
kinds  of  wearing  apparel,  together  with  the  things  of  which  they  are 
commonly  made  ;  gold,  filver,  coined  or  uncoined,  brals,  iron,  lead, 
copper,  latten,  coals,  wheat,  barley,  and  all  forts  of  corn  or  pulfe,  to¬ 
bacco,  all  kinds  of  fpices,  falted  or  fmoaked  flefh,  faked  fifh,  cheefe* 
butter,  beer,  oil,  wines,  fugar,  all  forts  of  fait  and  provifions  which, 
ferve  for  the  nourifhment  and  fuftenance  of  man  ;  all  kinds  of  cotton, 
hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  cables,  fails,  fail-cloth,  anchors,  and  any 
Vql.  VIII.  .  F  2 
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parts  of  anchors,  Uiip  marts,  planks,  boards,  beams,  and  all  forts  of 
trees  and  other  things  proper  for  building  or  repairing  fliips  ;  nor  {hall 
any  goods  be  conlidered  as  contraband,  which  have  not  been  worked 
into  the  form  of  any  inftrument  or  thing  for  the  purpofe  of  war  by 
land  01  by  ion,  much  lets  fuch  as  have  been  prepared  or  wrought  up  for 
any  ufe,  all  which  fliall  be  reckoned  free  goods  ;  as  likewife  all  others- 
which  are  not  comprehended  and  particularly  mentioned  in  the  fore¬ 
going  article  ;  fo  that  they  fhall  not,  by  any  pretended  interpretation, 
be  comprehended  among  prohibited  or  contraband  goods  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  may  be  freely  tranfported  by  the  fubje&s  of  the  king  and 
of  the  United  States,  even  to  places  belonging  to  an  enemy,  fuch  pla¬ 
ces  only  excepted  as  are  befieged,  blocked  or  inverted  ;  and  thole  pla¬ 
ces  only  fhall  be  conlidered  as  fuch,  which  arc  nearly  furrounded  by 
one  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Art.  1  1.  In  order  to  avoid  and  prevent  on  both  lides  all  difputes 
and  dilcord,  it  is  agreed  that  in  cafe  one  of  the  parties  fhall  be  engag¬ 
ed  in  a  war,  the  Ihips  and  veffels  belonging  to  the  fubjedts  or  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  other,  fhall  be  furnilhed  with  lea  letters  or  paffports,  ex- 
p  re  fling  the  name,  property  and  port  of  the  veffel,  and  alfo  the  name 
and  place  of  abode  of  the  mailer  or  commander  of  the  faid  veffel,  in  or¬ 
der  that  it  may  thereby  appear,  that  the  faid  veffel  really  and  truly  be¬ 
longs  to  the  fubjecls  of  the  one  or  the  other  party.  Thefe  paffports. 
which  fhall  be  drawn  up  in  good  and  due  form,  rtiall  be  renewed  every 
time  the  veffel  returns  home  in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  It  is  alfo 
agreed,  that  the  faid  velYels  when  loaded  fhall  be  provided  not  only 
with  fea  letters,  but  alfo  with  certificates,  containing  a  particular  ac¬ 
count  of  the  cargo,  the  place  from  which  the  veffel  failed,  and  that  of 
her  dertination  in  order  that  it  may  be  known,  whether  they  carry  any 
of  the  prohibited  or  contraband  merchandizes,  mentioned  in  the  ninth 
article  of  the  prelent  treaty  :  which  certificates  fhall  be  made  out  by 
the  officers  of  the  place  from  which  the  veffel  rtiall  depart. 

Art.  12.  Although  the  velYels  of  the  one  and  of  the  other  party,  may 
navigate  freely  and  with  all  fafety,  as  is  explained  in  the  7th  article  ; 
they  rtiall  neverthelefs  be  bound  at  all  times  when  required,  to  exhi¬ 
bit  as  well  on  the  high-fea  as  in  port,  their  paffports  and  certificates 
above-mentioned.  And  not  having  contraband  merchandize  on  board 
for  an  enemy’s  port,  they  may  freely  and  without  hindrance  purfue 
their  voyage  to  the  place  of  their  dertination.  Neverthelefs  the  exhi¬ 
bition  of  papers  fhall  not  be  demanded  of  merchant  fliips  under  the  con¬ 
voy  of  veffels  of  war,  but  credit  rtiall  be  given  to  the  word  of  the  offi¬ 
cer  commanding  the  convoy. 

Art.  1  3.  If  on  producing  the  laid  certificates,  it  be  difcovered  that 
the  velYcl  carries  Come  of  the  goods  which  are  declared  to  be  prohi¬ 
bited  or  contraband,  and  which  are  conligned  to  an  enemy’s  port,  it 
lliall  not  however  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of  fuch  {hips,  nor 
to  open  any  clieft,  coflfers,  packs,  calks  or  veffels,  nor  to  remove  or  dif- 
place  the  fmallert  part  of  the  merchandizes,  until  the  cargo  has  been 
landed  in  the  prefence  of  officers  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  and 
until  an  inventory  thereof  has  been  taken  ;  nor  fhall  it  be  lawful  to 
fell,  exchange  or  alienate  the  cargo  or  any  part  thereof,  until  legal 
procefs  rtiall  have  been  had  againft  the  prohibited  merchandizes,  and 
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fentences  {hall  have  paffed,  declaring  them  liable  to  conhlcation  Ca¬ 
ving  neverthelefs,  as  well  the  (hips  themlelves,  as  the  otliei  merchan¬ 
dizes  which  (hall  have  been  found  therein,  which  by  virtue  of  this  pre- 
fent  treaty,  are  to  be  e [teemed  free,  and  which  are  not  to  be  detained 
on  pretence  of  their  having  been  loaded  with  prohibited  merchandize, 
and  much  lefs  confifcated  as  lawful  prize.  And  in  cale  the  contia- 
band  merchandize  be  only  a  part  of  the  cargo,  and  the  matter  ot  the 
veffel  agrees,  contents  and  offers  to  deliver  them  to  the  veffel  that  has 
difcovered  them,  in  that  cafe,  the  latter,  after  receiving  the  merchan¬ 
dizes  which  are  good  prize,-  (ball  immediately  let  the  veffel  go,  and 
fllall  not  by  any  means  hinder  her  from  purfuing  her  voyage  to  the 
place  of  her  deftination.  When  a  veffel  is  taken  and  brought  into  any 
of  the  ports  of  the  contracting  parties,  if  upon  examination  ihe  be  tound 
to  be  loaded  only  with  merchandizes  declared  to  be  free,  the  owner  or 
he  who  has  made  the  prize,  fhall  be  bound  to  pay  all  colts  and  dama¬ 
ges  to  the  matter  of  the  veffel  unjuftly  detained. 

Art.  14.  It  is  likewife  agreed,  that  whatever  (hall  be  found  to  be 
laden  by  the  fubjeds  of  either  of  the  two  contracting  parties,  on  a  hup 
belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  other  party,  the  whole  etteds,  although 
not  of  the  number  of  thofe  declared  contraband,  {hall  be  confifcated 
as  if  they  belonged  to  the  enemy  ;  excepting  neverthelefs  iuch  goods 
and  merchandizes  as  were  put  on  board  before  the  declaration  ot  war, 
and  even  fix  months  after  the  declaration,  after  which  term  none  (hall 
be  prefumed  to  be  ignorant  of  it :  which  merchandizes  fhall  not  in  any 
manner  be  fubjeft  to  confifcation,  but  fhall  be  faithfully  and  fpecifi- 
cally  delivered  to  the  owners,  who  fhall  claim  or  caufe  them  to  be 
claimed,  before  confifcation  and  tale,  as  alio  their  pioceeds,  if  the  claim 
be  made  within  eight  months,  and  could  not  be  made  fooner  after  the 
fale,  which  is  to  be  public  z  provided  neverthelefs,  that  if  tne  faid  mer¬ 
chandizes  be  contraband,  it  fhall  not  be  in  anywife  lawful  to  carry  them 


afterward  to  a  port  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

Art.  15.  And  that  more  effedual  care  may  be  taken  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  two  contracting  parties,  that  they  fuffer  no  prejudice 
by  the  men  of  war  of  the  other  party  or  by  privateers,  all  captains  and 
commanders  of  {hips  of  his  Swedifh  majefty  and  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  their  fubje&s,  fhall  be  forbidden  to  do  any  injury  or  damage 
to  thofe  of  the  other  party,  and  if  they  a  a  to  the  contrary,  having 
been  found  guilty  on  examination  by  their  proper  judges,  they  fhall 
be  bound  to  make  fatisfa&ion  for  all  damages  and  the  intereft  thereof, 
and  to  make  them  good  under  pain  and  obligation  of  their  perfons  and 


goods. 

Art.  16.  For  this  caufe,  every  individual  who  is  defirous  of  fitting 
out  a  privateer,  {hall,  before  he  receives  letters  patent  or  lpecial  com- 
million,  be  obliged  to  give  bond  with  fufficient  fureties,  before  a  com¬ 
petent  judge,  for  a  fufficient  fum,  to  anfwer  all  damages  and  wrongs 
which  the  owner  of  the  privateer,  his  officers  or  others  in  his  employ 
may  commit  during  the  cruife,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty, 
and  contrary  to  the  edids  publifhed  by  either  party,  whether  by  the  king 
of  Sweden  or  by  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  this  fame  treaty,  and 
alfo  under  the  penalty  of  having  the  faid  letters  patent  and  fpecial 
commiffion  revoked  and  made  void. 
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Art.  17.  One  of  the  contra&ing  parties  being  at  war,  and  the  other 
remaining  neuter,  if  it  fhould  happen  that  a  merchant  (hip  of  the  neu- 
trial  power  be  taken  by  the  enemy  of  the  other  party,  and  be  after- 
wards  re-taken  by  a  fhip  of  war  or  privateer  ot  the  power  at  war,  alfo 
fhips  and  merchandizes  of  what  nature  foever  they  may  be,  when  re¬ 
covered  from  a  private  or  fea  rover,  fhall  be  brought  into  a  port  of 
one  of  the  two  powers,  and  fhall  be  committed  to  the  cuflody  of  the 
officers  of  the  faid  port,  that  they  may  be  reftored  entire  to  the  true 
proprietor,  as  foon  as  he  fhall  have  produced  full  proof  of  the  property. 
Merchants,  mailers  and  owners  of  fhips,  feamen,  people  of  all  forts, 
fhips  and  velfels,  and  in  general  all  merchandizes  and  effeds  of  one  of 
the  allies  or  their  lubjeds,  fhall  not  be  fubjed  to  any  embargo,  nor 
detained  in  any  of  the  countries,  territories,  iflands,  cities,  towns,  ports, 
rivers,  or  dominions  whatever  of  the  other  ally,  on  account  of  any 
military  expedition,  or  any  public  or  private  purpofe  whatfoever,  by 
feizure,  by  force,  or  by  any  fuch  manner  ;  much  lefs  fhall  it  be  lawful 
for  the  fubjeds  of  one  of  the  parties  to  feize  or  take  any  thing  by 
force  from  the  fubjeds  of  the  other  party,  without  the  confent  of  the 
owner.  This  however  is  not  to  be  underftood  to  comprehend  feizures, 
detentions  and  arrefts,  made  by  order  and  by  the  authority  of  juflice, 
and  according  to  the  ordinary  courfe  for  debts  or  faults  of  the  fub¬ 
jed,  for  which  procefs  fhall  be  had  in  the  way  of  right  according  to 
the  forms  of  juflice. 

Art.  18.  If  it  fhould  happen  that  the  two  contrading  parties  fhould 
be  engaged  in  a  war  at  the  fame  time  with  the  common  enemy,  the 
following  points  fhall  be  obferved  on  both  Tides. 

lfl.  If  the  fhips  of  one  of  the  two  nations  re-taken  by  the  privateers 
of  the  other,  have  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  more  than  24 
hours,  they  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  original  owner,  on  payment  of  -Id  of 
the  value  of  the  fhip  and  cargo.  If  on  the  contrary  the  veffel  re-ta¬ 
ken,  has  been  more  than  24  hours  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  it  fhall 
belong  wholly  to  him  who  has  re-taken  it. 

2d.  In  cafe,  during  the  interval  of  24  hours,  a  veffel  be  re-taken 
by  a  man  of  war  of  either  of  the  two  parties,  it  fhall  be  reftored  to 
the  original  owner,  on  payment  of  a  30th  part  of  the  value  of  the  veffel 
and  cargo,  and  a  10th  part  if  it  has  been  re-taken  after  the  24  hours  ; 
which  Turns  fhall  be  diftributed  as  a  gratification  among  the  crew  of 
the  men  of  war  that  fhall  have  made  the  re-capture. 

3d.  The  prizes  made  in  manner  above-mentioned,  fhall  be  reftored 
to  the  owners  after  proof  made  of  the  property,  upon  giving  fecurity 
for  the  part  coming  to  him  who  has  recovered  the  veffel  from  the  hands 
of  the  enemy. 

4th.  The  men  of  war  and  privateers  of  the  two  nations  fhall  reci¬ 
procally  be  admitted  with  their  prizes  into  each  others  ports  ;  but  the 
prizes  fhall  not  be  unloaded  or  fold  there  until  the  legality  of  a  prize 
made  by  Swedifh  fhips  fhall  have  been  determined  according  to  the 
laws  and  regulations  eftablifhed  in  Sweden,  as  alfo  that  of  the  prizes 
made  by  American  veffels  fhall  have  been  determined  according  to 
the  laws  and  regulations  eftablifhed  by  the  United  States  of  America. 

5*th.  Moreover  the  king  of  Sweden  and  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  {hall  be  at  liberty  to  make  fuch  regulations  as  they  fhall  judge 
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neceffary,  refpeding  the  conduct  which  their  men  of  war  and  priva¬ 
teers  refpedively,  fhall  be  bound  to  obferve  with  regard  to  veffels 
which  they  (hall  take  and  carry  into  the  ports  of  the  two  powers. 

Art.  19.  The  (hips  of  war  of  his  Swedifk  majefty,  and  thofe  of  the 
United  States,  and  alfo  thofe  which  their  fubjeds  fhall  have  armed 
for  war,  may  with  all  freedom  condud  the  prizes  which  they  fhall  have 
made  from  their  enemies,  into  the  ports  which  are  open  in  time  of  war 
to  other  friendly  nations,  and  the  laid  prizes  upon  entering  the  laid 
ports,  fhall  not  be  fubjed  to  arreft  or  feizure,  nor  fhall  the  officers  of 
the  places  take  cognizance  of  the  validity  of  the  laid  prizes,  which 
may  depart  and  be  conduded  freely  and  with  all  liberty  to  the  places 
pointed  out  in  their  commiffions,  which  the  captains  of  the  faid  veffels 
/hall  be  obliged  to  fhew. 

Art.  20.  In  cafe  any  veffel  belonging  to  either  of  the  two  hates  or 
to  their  fubjeds,  fhall  be  branded,  fhipwrecked,  or  fuffier  any  other  da¬ 
mage  on  the  coafts  or  under  the  dominion  of  either  of  the  parties,  all 
aid  and  afliftance  fhall  be  given  to  the  perfons  fhipwrecked,  or  who  may 
be  in  danger  thereof,  and  paffports  fhall  be  granted  to  them  to  fecure 
their  return  to  their  own  country.  The  fhips  and  merchandizes  wreck¬ 
ed,  or  their  proceeds,  if  the  effeds  have  been  fold,  being  claimed  in  a 
year  and  a  day,  by  the  owners  or  their  attorney,  fhall  be  reftored,  on 
their  paying  the  cofts  of  falvage,  conformable  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  the  two  nations. 

Art.  2 1 .  When  the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  the  two  parties,  with 
their  veffels,  whether  they  be  public  and  equipped  for  war,  or  private 
employed  in  commerce,  fhall  be  forced  by  tempeft,  by  purfuit  of  pri¬ 
vateers  and  of  enemies,  or  by  any  other  urgent  neceffity,  to  retire  and 
enter  any  of  the  rivers,  bays,  roads  or  ports  of  either  of  the  two  parties, 
they  fhall  be  received  and  treated  with  all  humanity  and  politenefs, 
and  they  fhall  enjoy  all  friendfhip,  protedion  and  abidance,  and  they 
fhall  be  at  liberty  to  fupply  themfelves  with  refrefhments,  provifions, 
and  every  thing  neceffary  for  their  fudenance,  for  the  repair  of  their 
veffels,  and  for  continuing  their  voyage  ;  provided  always,  that  they 
pay  a  reafonable  price,  and  they  fhall  not  in  any  manner  be  detained  or 
hindered  from  failing  out  of  the  faid  ports  or  roads,  but  they  may  re¬ 
tire  and  depart  when  and  as  they  pleafe,  without  any  obdacle  or  hin¬ 
drance. 

Art.  22.  In  order  to  favor  commerce  on  both  ddes  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  cafe  a  war  diould  break  out  between  the  faid 
two  nations,  which  God  forbid,  the  term  of  nine  months  after  the  de¬ 
claration  of  war,  fhall  be  allowed  to  the  merchants  and  fubjeds  ref¬ 
pedively  on  one  fide  and  the  other,  in  order  that  they  may  withdraw 
with  their  effeds  and  moveables,  which  they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  car¬ 
ry  off  or  to  fell  where  they  pleafe,  without  the  leaf!  obffacle  ;  nor  fhall 
any  feize  their  effeds,  and  much  lefs  their  perfons,  during  the  faid 
nine  months  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  paffports  which  fhall  be  valid  for  a 
time  neceffary  for  their  return,  fhall  be  given  them  for  their  veffels  and 
the  effeds  which  they  fhall  be  willing  to  carry  with  them.  And  if 
any  thing  is  taken  from  them,  or  if  any  injury  is  done  to  them  by  one 
of  the  parties,  their  people  ?.nd  fubjeds  during  the  term  above  pre- 
fcribed,  full  and  entire  fatisfadion  fhall  be  made  to  them  on  that  ac¬ 
count.  The  above-mentioned  paffports  fhall  alfo  ferve  as  a  fafe  con- 
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tliiO  again  ft  all  infults  or  prizes  which  privateers  may  attempt  againft 
their  perfons  and  efteds. 

Art.  23.  No  fubjed  oi  the  king  of  Sweden  fh all  take  a  commiftion 
or  letters  of  marque  for  arming  any  veffel  to  ad  as  a  privateer  againft 
the  United  States  of  America,  or  any  of  them,  or  againft  the  fubjeds, 
people  or  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States  or  any  of  them,  or 
againft  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ftates,  from  any  prince 
or  ft  ate  whatever,  with  whom  the  faid  United  States  lliall  be  at  war. 
Nor  (hall  any  citizen,  fubjed  or  inhabitant  of  the  faid  United  States 
or  any  of  them,  apply  for  or  take  any  commiftion  or  letters  of  marque, 
for  arming  any  veil'd  to  cruize  againft  the  fubjeds  of  his  Swedifh  ma- 
jefty  or  any  of  them,  or  their  property,  from  any  prince  or  ftate  what¬ 
ever  with  whom  his  faid  majefty  (hall  be  at  war.  And  if  any  perfon  of 
either  nation,  lhall  take  fuch  com  millions  or  letters  of  marque,  he  fliall 
be  punifhed  as  a  pirate. 

Art.  24.  J  he  veftels  of  the  fubjeds  of  either  of  the  parties  coming 
upon  any  of  the  coafts  belonging  to  the  other,  but  not  willing  to  en¬ 
ter  into  port,  or  being  entered  into  port  and  not  willing  to  unload  their 
cargoes  or  to  break  bulk,  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  do  it  ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  fhall  enjoy  all  the  franchifes  and  exemptions  which  are  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  rules  fubfifting  with  refped  to  that  objed. 

Art.  25.  When  a  veffel  belonging  to  the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants 
of  either  of  the  parties,  failing  on  the  high-fea,  fhall  be  met  by  a 
(hip  of  war  or  privateer  of  the  other,  the  faid  {hip  of  war  or  priva¬ 
teer,  to  avoid  all  diforder,  fhall  remain  out  of  cannon  fhot,  but  may 
always  fend  their  boat  to  the  merchant  fliip,  and  caufe  two  or  three 
men  to  go  on  board  of  her,  to  whom  the  mailer  or  commander  of  the 
faid  veffel  lhall  exhibit  his  pafTport,  Rating  the  property  of  the  veffel, 
and  when  the  faid  veffel  flrall  have  exhibited  her  pafTport,  llie  fliall  he 
at  liberty  to  continue  her  voyage,  and  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to  moleft 
or  fearch  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  her  chafe,  or  force  her  to  quit 
her  intended  courfe. 

Art.  26.  The  two  contrading  parties  grant  mutually  the  liberty 
of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  confuls,  vice-confuls,  agents 
and  commiffaries,  whofe  fundions  fhall  be  regulated  by  a  particular 
agreement. 

Art.  27.  The  prefent  treaty  fliall  be  ratified  on  both  Tides,  and  the 
ratifications  fliall  be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  or  foon- 
cr  if  poftihle,  counting  from  the  day  of  the  ftgnature. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  refpedive  plenipotentiaries  have  figned  the 
above  articles,  and  have  thereunto  affixed  their  feals. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  third,  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  (even  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

(Signed)  Gustav.  Philip,  Compte  de  Creutz,  l.  s. 

B.  Franklin,  l.  s. 

Separate  Article. 

The  king  of  Sweden  and  the  United  States  of  North-America,  agree 
that  the  prefent  treaty  fhall  have,  its  full  effed  for  the  fpace  of  15 
years,  counting  from  the  day  of  the  ratification  ;  and  the  two  contrac- 
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ting  parties  referve  to  themfelves  the  liberty  of  renewing  it  at  the  end 

of  that  term.  r  T  i 

Done  at  Paris,  the  third  of  April,  in  the  year  ot  our  Lord  one 

thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

(Signed)  Gustav.  Philip,  Compte  de  Creutz,  l.  s. 

B.  Franklin,  7-*  s* 

Separate  Articles. 

Art.  1.  His  Swedifli  majefty  (hall  ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power 
to  proteA  and  defend  the  veffels  and  effeds  belonging  to  citizens  or 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  North- America  and  every  of  them, 
which  (hall  be  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  or  on  the  leas  near  the 
countries,  iflands,  cities  and  towns  of  his  Laid  majefty,  and  (hall  ufe 
his  utmoft  endeavours  to  recover  and  reftore  to  the  right  .owners,  all 
Inch  veffels  and  effeds  which  lira  11  be  taken  from  them  within  his  ju- 

Yifdidion.  .  „  . 

Art.  2.  In  like  manner,  the  LTnited  States  of  North- America*  mall 
protect  and  defend  the  veffels  and  effects  belonging  to  the  lubjects  of 
his  Swedifli  majefty,  which  (hall  be  in  the  ports,  havens  or  roads,  or 
on  the  leas  near  to  the  countries,  illands,  cities  and  towns  ot  th^  laid 
Hates,  and  fhall  ufe  their  utmoft  efforts  to  recover  and  reftore  to  the 
right  owners,  all  fuch  veffels  and  effeds  which  ftiall  be  taken  from 
them,  within  their  jurifdidion. 

Art.  3.  If  in  any  future  war  at  fea,  the  contrading  powers  refolve 
to  remain  neuter,  and  as  fuch,  to  obferve  the  ftrideft  neutrality,  then 
it  is  agreed,  that  if  the  merchant  fhips  of  either  party,  fhould  happen 
to  be  in  a  part  of  the  lea  where  the  fhips  of  war  of  the  fame  nation 
are  not  ftationed,  or  if  they  are  met  on  the  high-lea,  without  being 
able  to  have  recourfe  to  their  own  convoys,  in  that  cafe  the  comman¬ 
der  of  the  fhips  of  war  of  the  other  party,  if  required,  fhall  in  good 
faith  and  fincerity  give  them  all  neceffary  afliftance,  and  in  fuch  cafe, 
the  fhips  of  war  and  frigates  of  either  of  the  powers,  fhall  proted  and 
fupport  the  merchant  fhips  of  the  other  ;  provided  neverthelefs,  that 
the  fhips  claiming  afliftance  are  not  engaged  in  any  illicit  commerce 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  neutrality. 

Art.  4.  It  is  agreed  and  concluded  that  all  merchants,  captains  of 
merchant  fhips  or  other  fubjeds  of  his  Swedifli  majefty,  fhall  have  full 
liberty  in  all  places  under  the  dominion  or  jurifdidion  ot  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  manage  their  own  affairs  and  to  employ  in  the 
management  of  them  whomsoever  they  pleaie  ;  and  they  (hall  not  be 
obliged  to  make  ufe  of  any  interpreter  or  broker,  nor  to  pay  them  any 
reward  unlefs  they  make  ufe  of  them.  Moreover  the  mailers  of  llnps 
fhall  not  be  obliged  in  loading  or  unloading  their  veffels,  to  employ 
labourers  appointed  by  public  authority  for  that  purpole  ;  but  they 
fhall  be  at  full  liberty,  themfelves  to  load  or  unload  their  veffels,  or 
to  employ  in  loading  or  unloading  them,  whomfoever  they  think  pro¬ 
per,  without  paying  reward  under  the  title  of  falary  to  any  other  per- 
fon  whatever  ;  and  they  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  turn  over  any  kind  of 
merchandizes  to  other  veffels,  nor  to  receive  them  on  board  their  own, 
nor  to  wait  for  their  lading,  longer  than  they  pleafe,  and  all  and  eve¬ 
ry  of  the  citizens,  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
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rica,  (ball  reciprocally  have  and  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  and  liberties 
m  all  places  under  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  laid  realm. 

Ait.  5.  It  is  agreed,  that  when  merchandizes  (hall  have  been  put  on 
board  the  (hips  or  veffels  of  either  of  the  contrading  parties,  they 
{hall  not  be  lubjeded  to  any  examination  ;  but  ail  examination  and 
earch  mu  ft  be  before  lading,  and  the  prohibited  merchandizes  muff 
be  (topped  on  the  ipot  before  they  are  embarked,  unlefs  there  is  full 
evidence  or  proof  of  fraudulent  practice  on  the  part  of  the  owner  of 
the  (hip,  or  of  him  who  has  the  command  of  her;  in  which  cafe  only 
he  (ball  be  leiponlible  and  iubjed  to  the  laws  ol  the  country  in  which 
lie  may  be  :  in  all  other  cafes  neither  the  iubjeds  of  either  of  the  con- 
tiading  parties  who  (hall  be  with  their  veffels  in  the  ports  of  the  other, 
noi  their  merchandizes  fhall  be  feized  or  moleiled  on  account  of  con¬ 
traband  goods,  which  they  fhall  have  wanted  to  take  on  board,  nor 
fhall  any  kind  of  embargo  be  laid  on  their  {hips,  fubjeds  or  citizens  of 
the  hate,  whole  merchandizes  are  declared  contraband,  or  the  expor¬ 
tation  of  which  is  forbidden,  thole  only  who  fhall  have  fold  or  intended 
to  fell  or  alienate  luch  merchandize,  being  liable  to  punifhment  for 
fuch  contravention. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  third  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  leven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

(Signed)  Gustav.  Philip,  Compte  de  Creutz,  l.  s. 

B.  Franklin,  l.  s, 

NOW  be  it  known,  that  we  the  laid  United  States  of  America  in 
Congrefs  aflembled,  have  accepted  and  approved,  and  do  by  thefe  pre- 
fents,  ratify  and  confirm  the  {aid  treaty  and  every  article  and  claufe 
thereof  ;  and  we  do  authorize  and  direct  our  minifter  plenipotentiary 
aforefaid,  to  deliver  this  our  a 61  of  ratification  in  exchange  for  the 
ratification  of  the  faid  treaty,  by  his  majefly  the  king  of  Sweden. 
In  tellimony  whereof,  we  have  caufedour  leal  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
Witnefs  his  excellency  Elias  Boudinot,  prefident,  this  29th  day  of 
July,  1783,  and  of  our  iovereignty  and  independence  the  eighth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Resolved ,  I  hat  Dr.  Franklin,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  thefe  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  for  concluding  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Sweden,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  inftruded  and  fully  empowered,  to  obtain  amendments 
of  the  following  inaccuracies  in  the  commercial  treaty  with  his  faid 
majefly  this  day  ratified,  namely,  United  States  of  North-America, 
for  “  United  States  of  America,”  the  counties  of  New-Caftle,  Kent 
and  Sufiex  on  Delaware,  for  u  Delaware  and  to  enter  into  the  ne- 
cefTary  inffruments  and  ftipulations  for  that  purpofe. 

The  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Pligginfon  and  Mr. 
M’PIenry,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  luperintendant  of 
finance,  on  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  report  of  the  committee  under 
debate  on  the  1  1th  inftant,  having  reported  the  following  refolution. 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  direded,  forthwith  to  publifh 
fo  much  of  his  inftrudions  to  the  receivers  of  the  continental  revenue, 
as  relates  to  their  being  inftruded  and  authorized  to  take  all  notes 
figned  by  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  in  payment  of  the  taxes  ;  and 
alfo  to  take  up  all  fuch  notes  whenever  tendered,  if  they  have  public 
money  in  their  hands. 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M’Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 
that  the  confideration  of  the  foregoing  report  be  poftponed,  in  older 

to  take  up  the  following  motion.  f  r 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  direAed,  to  lay  befoie  Lon- 
-refs  his  in  ft  ructions  to  the  receivers  of  continental  taxes  in the Tm- 
ted  States,  which  direft  the  receipt  of  his  notes  or  thofe  of  M.  kinle- 
gas,  in  payment  of  taxes,  or  the  receiving  the  fame  in  exchange  tor 

money.  „  .  , 

And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for. the  purpofe  aforelaid,  the  yeas 

and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Higginfon, 


no 


no 


°y  f  divided . 
no 


* 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higgins  on, 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 

Mr.  B .  Huntington , 

Mr.  D  uane , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Mi Henry) 

Mr.  Bland) 

Mr.  A,  Lee , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson) 

Mr.  Izard) 

Mr.  Beresford) 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell,  ai- 
ter  the  words,  “  to  take  up  fuch  notes,”  to  add,  “  as  they  become  due.” 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Higginfon, 


New-Hampshi  rC) 
Massachusetts) 

Rhode -Island , 

Connecticut) 

New-Tork) 
New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania) 

Maryland) 
Virginia , 

No  rth-Carolina) 

South -Carolina) 


no 


ay 


no 


ay 


ay 


Ne  w-Ha  m psh  ire) 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island) 

Connecticut) 

New-Tork , 
New-Jersey) 

Pennsylvania) 

Maryland) 

Virginia) 

Yol.  VIII. 


Mr.  Foster) 

Mr.  Holteii) 

Mr.  Higgins  on , 

Mr.  Ellery) 

Mr.  Howell) 

Mr.  S .  Huntington) 
Mr.  B .  Huntington) 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  Boudinot) 

Mr.  Clark) 

Mr.  Condict) 

Mr.  Montgomery) 
Mr,  PeterS) 

Mr.  Ml Henry) 

Mr.  Bland) 

Mr.  A .  Lee) 

G  2 


7Z0 


divided , 


no 
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blorth-Carolina ,  Mr.  Hawk  ins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
South-Carolina ,  Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


Wednesday  July  30,  1783. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confide  ration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
which  was  under  debate  yefterday  ;  and  a  motion  of  Mr.  Hawkins  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Bland,  the  farther  coniideration  thereof  being  poftponed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  feconded  by  Mr.  Bland  in 
the  words  following  :  5 

1  ne  iuperintendant  of  finance  having  reported  to  Congrefs,  that  the 
receivers  in  the  feveral  flutes,  have  long  fince  been  inftru&ed,  to  take 
all  notes  figned  by  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  in  payment  of  taxes  ; 
and  alfo  to  .take  up  all  fuch  notes  whenever  tendered,  if  they  have  publ 
lie  money  in  their  hands.  Ordered  that  the  above  be  publifhed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to 
amend  the  above  motion,  by  ftriking  out  the  words,  “  ordered  that 
the  above  be  publifhed,”  and  in  lieu  thereof,  inferring  “  Resolved ,  That 
the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  direfted  to  publiih  the  purport  of  his 
inftrudlions  to  the  receivers  of  the  continental  taxes,  authorizing  and 
directing  them,  to  receive  notes  iffued  by  him  in  payment  of  taxes,  to 
the  end  that  the  holders  of  fuch  notes  be  informed  in  what  manner 
they  may  receive  payment.”  And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this 
motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  Howell, 

New -Ha  mpsb  ire , 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Islandy 

Connecticut , 

New -Tor  ky 

New-  Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olinay 

South-Car  olinay 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  McHenry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ters,  to  poftpone  the  main  queftion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following 
motion. 

Whereas  it  is  alleged  that  the  inftructions  given  by  the  fuperinten- 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Holteiiy 
Mr.  Higginsony 
Mr.  FAlery , 

Mr.  How  ell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 
Mr.  B,  Huntingtony 
Mr.  Duaney 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clarky 
Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Mi Henry , 

Mr.  Blandy 
Mr.  Leey 
Mr.  Hawkins y 
Mr.  Izardy 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


no 


ay 


no 


* 


no 


ay 


\  divided, 
no  y 
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no 

no 

no 

no 


dant  of  finance,  to  the  receivers  of  continental  taxes  in  the  feveral 
States,  to  take  all  notes  figned  by  him  in  payment  of  taxes  ;  and  alfo 
to  take  up  all  fuch  notes  whenever  tendered,  if  they  have  public  money 
in  their  hands,  are  not  generally  known  :  Resolved,  That  the  fuper.n- 
tendant  of  finance  take  order  for  the  better  information  of  the  citizens 

of  the  feveral  dates,  refpeding  the  faid  notes  :  . 

And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 

required  by  Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell 
Mr.  S.  Huntington , 

Mr.  B.  Huntington , 

Mr.  D  uane , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  McHenry , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Beresfords 


New -  Ha  mpsh  i re, 
Massachusetts, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut , 

New-York, 
New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Carolina , 


nn 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

The  main  queftion  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  fuperintendant  of  finance  having  reported  to  Congrefs,  “  that 
the  receivers  in  the  feveral  dates  have  long  fince  been  inftruaed  to 
take  all  notes  figned  by  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  in  payrnent  of 
taxes  ;  and  alfo°to  take  up  all  fuch  notes  whenever  tendered,  if  they 

have  public  money  in  their  hands.” 

Ordered ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  dire&ed  to  publifti 

the  above  information. 


Friday,  August  1,  1783. 

A  motion  having  been  made  yefterday  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by 
Mr.  McHenry, 

That  on  the  . - the  prefident  {hall  adjourn  Congrefs,  to  meet 

at  Philadelphia,  on - - - there  to  continue  until  the  laft  Monday 

in  October  next,  at  which  time  the  prefident  (hall  adjourn  Congrefs,  to 
meet  at  Annapolis  on  the  Friday  following,  unlefs  Congrefs  {hall  be¬ 
fore  that  time  have  determined  otherwife. 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell,  the 
foregoing  motion  being  taken  up,  and  the  firft  blank  being  filled  with 
the  words,  u  eighth  day  of  Auguft  inftant,”  and  the  fecona  blank  with 
the  words,  u  twelfth  of  Auguft  inftant.”  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell,  to  ftrike  out  the  words,  u  there  fr® 
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continue  until  the  laft  Monday  in  Oftober  next,  at  which  time  the  ore 

A  T-|  +•  Ha  o  1  1  ^  J  ! _ r.  X  A  «  .  _ _  -  A 


liclent  (hall  adjourn  Congrefs,  to  meet  at  Annapolis  on  the  Friday  fol¬ 
lowing,  utilefs  Congrefs  (hall  before  that  time  have  determined  other- 


wife.” 


And  on  the  quetlion,  (hall  thofe  words  (land  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing  required  by  Mr.  McHenry, 


New- Ha  mpsb  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Island , 


Mr.  Foster , 
Mr.  Holt c n, 


Mr.  Higgins  on 


Mr.  FMery , 
Mr.  Flow  ell, 


Connecticut, 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 

Nortb-Carolina, 


Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Lee, 


>  divided . 


Soutb-Carolina 


Mr.  Izard, 
Mr.  Read, 


So  the  words  were  druck  out. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holton, 

Ordered ,  That  Wednesday  next  be  affigned  for  the  farther  confi- 
deration  of  the  motion. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  A. 
Lee  and  Mr.  Higginfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  24th  July, 
from  fir  Guy  Carleton,  with  fundry  communications  accompanying 
the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  the  preddent  inform  fir  Guy  Carleton,  commander 
in  chief  of  the  Britifh  forces  at  New- York,  that  the  United  States  in 
Congrefs  aflembled,  have  confidered  the  communications  which  he  has 
been  plcafed  to  make  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  July  lad,  relative  to 
certain  perfons  fufpe&ed  of  forging  and  pading  the  notes  iffued  from 
the  office  of  finance  of  the  United  States. 

That  they  prefume  his  excellency  will  give  orders  that  fuch  of  the 
perfons,  fubje&s  of  any  of  thefe  United  States,  as  are  or  may  be  in 
cudody,  on  a  charge  of  having  made  or  pafled  within  any  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  counterfeits  either  of  the  notes  or  paper  bills  of  the  United 
States  or  any  of  them,  fliall  be  delivered  up  together  with  the  proofs 
which  fliall  be  collected  againdthem,  to  be  tried  under  the  jurifdi&ion 
to  whom  the  cognizance  of  their  crimes  belongs  :  that  a  guard  fliall 
attend  at  the  time  and  place  to  be  appointed  by  him,  for  the  purpofe 
of  receiving  and  fecuring  fuch  of  the  criminals  as  fall  under  the  above 
defcription  :  and  that  with  regard  to  further  enquiries,  and  to  criminals 
who  are  not  amenable  to  any  of  thefe  United  States,  Congrefs  have 
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entire  confidence  that  jtiftice  will  be  done,  and  fuch  attrocious  offen- 
dcrs  brought  to  condign  punifhmeni,. 

Adjourned  to  ten  p’clock  on  Monday. 


<g§> 


Monday ,  August  4,  1783, 


Five  dates  only  attended,  namely,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut 
r.arnlina  and  South-Carolina;  and  from  the  f 


New- 

Terfey,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date  of 
New- Ha m p (hi re  Mr.  Foder,  from  Madachufetts  Mr.  Holten,  from 
Maryland  Mr.  M’Henry,  and  from  the  date  ot  Virginia  Mr.  Mercer. 

>  ^5* 1 


Tuesday ,  August  5,  1783. 

The  a^-ent  of  marine,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  houfe 
of  delegates  of  the  date  of  Virginia  of  26th  of  June,  1 783,  reported, 

That  although  it  is  an  objeft  highly  dedrable,  to  eftablifh  a  ref- 
pe Stable  marine,  yet  the  dtuation  of  the  public  treafury  renders  it  not 
advifeable  to  purchafe  fhips  for  the  prefent,  nor  until  the  feveral  dates 
(hall  grant  fuch  funds  for  the  conftru&ion  of  drips,  docks  and  naval 
arfenals,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the  naval  fervice,  as  diall  enable  the 
United  States  to  edablilh  their  marine  upon  a  permanent  and  relpeda- 
ble  footing. 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  report. 

Wednesday ,  August  6,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  ot  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Clark 
and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  ot  Kelelamund, 
alias  John  Killbuck,  an  Indian  chief. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  Kelelamund,  alias  John  Killbuck, 
be  referred  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  and  fecretary  at  war,  who 
are  hereby  directed  to  take  order  for  fupplying  this  faithful  Indian 
and  his  family,  and  other  friendly  Indians  at  Fort-Pitt  with  clothing 
and  necefTaries  ;  and  whensoever  it  (hall  be  agreeable  to  Kelelamund  and 
his  family  to  remove  into  the  Indian  country,  the  fecretary  at  war  is 
hereby  directed  to  order  provifions,  and  other  neceffary  fupplies  for 
their  journey,  and  a  guard  for  their  protection,  if  the  fame  fhall  be 
neceffary. 

That  the  fecretary  at  war  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  enquire 
into  the  numbers  and  wants  of  the  friendly  Indians  of  the  Oneida, 
Tufcarora  and  other  northern  nations,  and /in  conjunction  with  the  fu¬ 
perintendant,  to  afford  them  fuch  fupplies  of  clothing  out  of  the  flock 
of  that  article  now  on  hand,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  fuperintendant 
of  finance  and  fecretary  at  war,  fhall  be  deemed  fufficient  for  their 
neceffities  during  the  approaching  winter.  And  the  fecretary  at  war 
is  hereby  further  directed,  to  caufe  fuch  articles  in  the  quartcr-mafler- 
general’s  department,  as  fhall  be  ufeful  to  the  faid  Indians,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  to  them,  and  alfo  a  fufficient  number  and  quantity  of  arms, 
powder  and  lead,  to  enable  them  to  procure  their  ufual  fubfiftence  by 
hunting. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war,  convey  to  Kelelamund,  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  Oneida’s,  Tufcarora’s,  and  other  northern  nations,  the 
juft  eftiination  in  which  Congrefs  continue  to  hold  their  fidelity  and 
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attachment  to  the  United  States,  through  all  the  vicifitudes  of  the 
late  war, 

Thursday  August  7,  1783. 

Mr.  Carroll,  a  delegate  for  Maryland,  and  Mr.  L’Hommedieu,  a 
delegate  for  New- York,  attended,  and  took  their  feats  in  Congrefs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  in  the 
avoius  following  : 

1  he  commander  in  chief  having  been  requeued  to  attend  Congrefs 

as  loon  as  he  lhall  return  from  the  northward,  by  a  refolution  of  the 
26th  J uly. 

Resolved^  1  hat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  him  on 
the  peace  arrangement  ;  and  that  they  be  intruded  to  report  the  pro¬ 
per  manner  of  receiving  him.  r 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to 
poftpone  the  confideration  of  the  motion,  in  order  to*  take  up  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  viz.  1  hat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confider  and  report 
what  meafures  are  proper  to  be  adopted  by  Congrefs,  with  refpeft  to 
the  reception  of  the  commander  in  chief,  on  his  arrival  at  Congrefs. 
And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  poftpone  for  the  above  purpofe,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


New- Ha  mpsb  irei 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

Netv-Tork , 

New-Jersej) 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Car  olina , 
South-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higgins  on , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Flow  ell) 

Mr.  S .  Huntington) 
Mr.  B.  Huntington 3 
Mr.  Duane) 

Mr.  Ly Hommedieii) 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark) 

Mr.  Condi ct) 

Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery) 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Mi Henry) 

Mr.  Bland) 

Mr.  Lee) 

Mr.  Mercer) 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr,  Izard) 

Mr.  Read) 


ay 


ay 


no 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


Mr.  Beresford)  q 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  divifton  of  the  main  queftion  being  called  for,  and  on  the  queftion 
to  agree  to  the  firft  part,  as  far  as  the  words  “  peace  arrangement,” 
incluftve,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
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New- Hampshire  y 

Mr.  Foster , 

770  * 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

>  no 

no  y 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

770  7 

y  720 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 
Mr.  B .  Blunt  in gt  on, 

«j'S 

New-York , 

Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieu , 

#y  7 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

ayS 
ay  Kay 
ay) 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

af\ 

^  ^>ay 

ay  \ 

^  J 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  MHIenry , 

vS 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

no 1 

fly  Iqy 
qy) 

North-Car  olina , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

>  ay 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 

ay  k 
qyj 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  latter  part  of  the  motion  being  agreed  to,  it  was  rtfolved  as 
follows  : 

The  commander  in  chief  having  been  requefted  to  attend  Congrefs 
as  foon  as  he  fhall  return  from  the  northward,  by  a  refolution  of  the 
26th  July. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  him  on 
the  peace  arrangement  ;  and  that  they  be  indru&ed  to  report  the  pro¬ 
per  manner  of  receiving  him. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  con  fill:  of  five  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Resolved  (unanimoufly,  ten  dates  being  prefent)  That  an  equedri- 
an  ftatue  of  general  Wafhington,  be  ere&ed  at  the  place  where  the 
residence  of  Congrefs  fhall  be  eftablifhed. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Mr.  Ellf- 
worth  and  Mr.  Mifflin,  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  an  equedrian 
datue  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Resolved ,  That  the  datue  be  of  bronze  :  The  general  to  be  repre- 
fented  in  a  Roman  drefs,  holding  a  truncheon  in  his  right  hand,  and 
his  head  encircled  with  a  laurel  wreath.  The  datue  to  be  fupported 
by  a  marble  pededal,  on  which  are  to  be  reprefented,  in  baflo  relievo, 
the  following  principal  events  of  the  war,  in  which  general  Wafhing¬ 
ton  commanded  in  perfon,  viz.  The  evacuation  of  Bodon — the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  Heflians  at  Trenton — the  battle  of  Princeton— -the  adlion 
pf  Monmouth,  and  the  furrender  of  York.  On  the  upper  part  of  the 
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front  of  the  pedeftal,  to  be  engraved  as  follows  :  The  United  States 
in  Cong  re  Is  affembled,  ordered  this  ftatue  to  be  ereded  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1783,  in  honor  of  George  Wafhington,  the  illuflrious  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  dur- 

ing  the  war  which  vindicated  and  fecured  their  liberty,  fovereip-nty 
and  independence*  °  y 

Resoived ,  1  hat  a  ftatue  conformable  to  the  above  plan,  be  executed 
by  the  belt  artilf  in  Europe,  under  the  fuperintendance  of  the  minifter 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Verfailles  ;  and  that  money  to 

defray  the  expenfe  of  the  fame,  be  furniftied  from  the  treafurv  of ‘he 
United  States. 

Resolved ,  that  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  tranfmit  to  the  minifter 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  the  belt  refemblance 
°f  general  Wafhington  that  can  be  procured,  for  the  purpofe  of  ha¬ 
ving  the  above  ftatue  erected  ;  together  with  the  fitted  description  of 
the  events,  which  are  to  be  the  fubjeft  of  the  bado  relievo. 

- — <££>  CESaw- - 

Fridat,  August  8,  1783. 

Ordered ,  I  hat  colonel  G.  Morgan  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized, 
to  engage  a  houfe  tor  the  accommodation  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
during  his  attendance  011  Congrefs. 


- «■!&— - 

Sa  ruRDA  r,  August  9,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee, 

Resolved ,  i  hat  the  fecretary  at  war  be  direifled  to  grant  furloughs 
to  the  troops  in  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Izard 
and  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  to  whom  were  referred  a  petition  of  captain 
Clement  Gofelin,  in  behalf  of  the  officers,  Canadians  and  other  refu¬ 
gees,  redding  at  Fiffi-kill,  in  the  date  of  New-York,  to  the  number  of 
80  men  and  women,  befdes  children  ;  and  the  letter  from  brigadier- 
general  Hazen  and  others. 

Resolved ,  I  hat  it  be,  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  date  of 
New-York,  to  receive  the  officers  and  men  under  the  above  defeription, 
agreeably  to  the  prayer  of  their  petition,  as  citizens  of  the  faid  date. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  officers  of  the  regiment  lately  commanded  by 
brigadier-general  Hazen,  who  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  were 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  fliall  continue  to  receive  their  former  fubff- 
tence,  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs  :  and  that  each  of  the  men, 
women  and  children,  referred  to  in  the  petition  of  the  faid  officers,  Ihall 
refpedtively  receive  a  ration  per  day  for  their  fubddence,  until  fuch 
further  order. 

Resolved ,  That  the  commiffioner  appointed  to  fettle  the  public  ac- ' 
counts  for  the  date  of  New-York,  be  authorized  and  direcled,  to  fet¬ 
tle  the  claims  for  advances  reprefented  to  have  been  made  by  the  faid 
officers,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  and  report  the  fame  to 
Congrefs. 

Mondat ,  August  1  1,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten,  Congrefs  came 
to  the  following  refolution  : 
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Congrefs  having  been  informed  by  the  communication  of  a  letter 
from  the  pay-mafter-general,  that  he  hath  not  been  able  to  obtain  the 
accounts  of  iffues  neceffary  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  army, 
though  he  hath  repeatedly  requeued  the  fame  from  the  head  of  the 
iffuing  department. 

Resolved ,  That  Charles  Stewart,  late  commiffary-general  of  mues, 
be  dire&ed  immediately  to  furnifh  the  pay-mafter-general  with  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  iffues  to  the  feveral  officers,  in  order  that  their  accounts  may 
be  fpeedily  fettled  and  adjufted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  directed  to  report 
as  foon  as  may  be,  on  the  lettersol  the  16th  and  18th  June  laft,  trorn 
the  commiftioner  for  fettling  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  referred  to  the  faid  fuperintendant  :  and 
that  he  alfo  report  a  copy  of  fuch  inftruftions,  as  have  heretofore  been 
given  from  his  office,  to  the  commiffioners  for  fettling  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  each  particular  ftate. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiftingof  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Mercer 
and  Mr.  Higginfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  John  Irwin, 
late  deputy  commiffary  of  iffues. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  from  John  Irwin,  late  de¬ 
puty  commiffary  of  iffues  for  the  weftern  department,  u  that  certifi¬ 
cates  may  iffue  for  the  balance  of  pay  due  to  himfelf  and  his  affiftants,” 
cannot  be  granted,  until  all  their  accounts  with  the  public  ftiall  be 
finally  fettled  by  the  proper  officers. 

TuRSDjr ,  August  12,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Higginfon,  Mr. 
Clark  and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  was  referred  an  addrefs  from  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  New-Brunfwick  and  its  vicinity  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  the  inhabitants  of  New-Brunf¬ 
wick  and  its  vicinity,  that  Congrefs  with  pleafure  receive  their  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  glorious  and  happy  fuccefs  of  the  war,  are  obliged 
by  the  affection  and  refpedt  for  the  federal  government,  expreffed  in 
their  addrefs,  and  highly  approve  their  patriotic  difpofition  to  promote 
order,  harmony  and  peace  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  MlHenry,  Mr.  Williamfon  and 
Mr.  Clark,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  Dr.  Dirk  Van  Ingen, 
praying  that  depreciation  may  be  allowed  him  in  the  fettlement  of  his 
account  ;  report, 

“  That  as  Dr.  Van  Ingen,  who  ferved  for  fome  years  as  furgeon, 
in  the  continental  hofpital,  appears  by  his  petition  to  have  been  redu¬ 
ced  as  a  fupernumerary  before  the  10th  of  April,  1780,  and  as  no  de¬ 
preciation  has  been  allowed  to  officers  who  left  the  fervice  before  that 
period,  Dr.  Van  Ingen’s  claim  cannot  be  admitted  without  the  in¬ 
fringement  of  the  rule  eftabliffied  by  Congrefs.” 

Resolved ,  1  hat  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M‘Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Carroll, 

Resolved ,  That  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  a  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  20th  June  laft,  from  the  fuperinten¬ 
dant  of  finance,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  relative  to  certain  proceed- 
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mgs  of  the  {late  of  Maryland,  be  poftponed,  that  the  delegates  from 
Maryland  may  have  an  opportunity  to  receive  information  from  the  le- 
giflature,  refpefting  the  fubjecTmatter  thereof. 


Wednesday  August  13,  1783. 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

“  That  the  refolution  paffed  yefterday,  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of 
tnc  inhabitants  oi  1\ evv-Rrunfwick  and  its  vicinity,  be  re-confidered.  in 


order  to  Hr  ike  out  the  word  fi  government,”  following  the  word  fede¬ 
ral,  and  to  infert  in  its  (lead,  the  word  “  union.”  And  on  the  quef- 
tion  tor  re-confidcring,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  How¬ 
ell, 


government,”  following  the  word  fede- 
the  word  “  union.”  And  on  the  quef- 


Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


New-Jerseyy 


Pennsylvania 


no 


no  >  no 


no 


Marylandy 

Virginiay 

North-Carolina 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Izard,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Williamfon,  reported  the  draught  of  an  “  ordinance  prohibit¬ 
ing  the  fettlement  and  purchafe  of  certain  lands,”  which  was  read  a 
fir  ft  time  : 

Ordercdy  That  Friday  next  be  afligned  for  a  fecond  reading  of  the 
faid  ordinance. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  took  into  confideration 
a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Bland,  in  the  words 
following  :  “  Resolvedy  That  on  the  1 5  th  inftant,  the  prefident  adjourn 
Congrefs  to  meet  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  2  lft  inftant.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Carroll,  to 
poftpone  the  confideration  of  the  foregoing  motion,  in  order  to  take 
up  the  following  : 
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a  Whereas  the  refolution  of  Saturday  the  2 1(1  day  of  June  laft,en- 

abling  the  prefldent  to  fummon  Congrefs  to  meet  at  Trenton  or  Prince¬ 
ton,  on  Thurfday  then  next  following,  had  for  its  objeft,  that  further 
and  more'  effeftual  meafures  might  be  taken  for  fuppreffing  the  then 
exifting  revolt  of  certain  troops  of  the  Pennfylvama  line,  and  main¬ 
taining®  the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  United  States  :  And  where- 
as  it  is  no  longer  found  neceffary  or  expedient  that  Congrefs  lhou 

continue  at  Princeton.  -  .  .  , 

«  Resolved ,  That  on  Friday  the  15th  mftant,  the  prefident  do  ad- 

ionrn  Congrefs  to  meet  on  Monday  next  the  21ft,  at  the  city  of  1 hi- 
ladelphia  ;  and  that  on  the  fecond  Monday  in  Oflober  next,  the  pre¬ 
sent  do  in  like  manner  adjourn  Congrefs,  to  meet  on  the  Monday 
following,  at  Annapolis,  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  unlefs  Congiefs 

(hall  in  the  mean  time  order  otherwife.” 

And  on  the  quedion  for  podponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  inquir¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Wilton, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpshi re , 

Mr.  Foster , 

720  * 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Holten , 

7Z0  £ 

no 

Mr.  Higgins  on, 

no  ^ 

Rbode-Island ,  • 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no  ) 

no 

Mr.  Howell , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 

no  9 

no 

Mr.  B,  Huntington , 

no 

New-York, 

Mr.  Duane , 

-  divided • 

Mr.  L’Hommedieu , 

no  $ 

New- Jersey , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

«/1 

I 

Mr.  Clark , 

710 

^  no 

Mr.  Condict , 

no  J 

\ 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Wilson , 

[ 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

°y 

\ay 

Mr.  Peters , 

°y\ 

\ 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

ay\ 

;  ay 

Mr.  McHenry, 

ay  \ 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Bland , 

no  < 

>  no 

Al  r.  B .  L  e  e , 

no  \ 

> 

North-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

no  ( 

r  divided • 

Mr.  Williamson , 

cty\ 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hard, 

ay 

) 

Mr.  Read, 

ay 

Mr.  Beresford , 

no. 

) 

So  the  quedion  was  lod. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania, 

Ordered ,  That  the  farther 

condderation  of  the 

original  motion  be 

A.  L11V.  J.Cl.UJiV-1  UO.U1UV.  - - -  O - 

poflponed,  in  order  that  the  following  declaration  made  by  one  of  the 
delegates  from  Pennfylvania  this  morning,  in  his  place,  be  entered  on 
the  journal,  viz. 

“  The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  are  authorized  by  the  prefident  and 
council  of  that  date,  to  declare  in  the  mod  refpe£tful  terms  to  Con¬ 
grefs,  that  their  return  to  Philadelphia  is  fincerely  defired  by  the  pre¬ 
fident  and  council,  as  an  event  which  would  give  them  the  greateil 
fatisfa&ion.” 
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ie  con  ideration  of  the  original  motion  was  again  refumed,  and 
after  further  debate,  an  adjournment  was  called  for  and  agreed  to. 

Thursday  Avgust  14,  1783. 

Mr.  Elbndge  Gerry,  a  delegate  for  the  (late  of  MafTachufetts,  at¬ 
tended,  and  took  his  feat.  5 

Congrels  having  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Howell,  which  was  under  debate  ydlerday. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  B.  Hunting- 
ton,  that  the  farther  confideration  of  the  fame  be  poflponed. 

ed  by  Mr.  Howelf  °"  ^  P°ftP°nin^’ the  >'eas  and  na7s  bei"S  requir- 


New- Hampshire , 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New-Torky 

New-Jerscy , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 
Nortb-Carolitia , 
South-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higgins  on , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 
Mr.  5.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L'  Hommedieuy 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clarky 
Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Wilsoiiy 
Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carrolly 
Mr.  Henry y 
Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Leey 
Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williams otiy 
Mr.  Izardy 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


no 


ay 


ay 


“y 

ay  ^ay 

ay 
no 


divided • 


no 


So  the  queflion  was  I  off . 

On  the  queflion  to  agree  to  the  main  queflion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Wilfon, 


New  -  Ha  m pshirey 

Mr.  Foster , 

no 

>  * 

Massacbusettsy 

Mr.  Holteny 

no  \ 

M  r.  Higgins  on. 

no  { 

>-  no 

Rbodc-Islandy 

M r.  Howell , 

no 

!> . 

Connccticuty 

Mr.  Huntingtony 

no  \ 

Mr.  /i.  Huntingtony 

no  { 

-  720 

New-Torky 

Mr.  Duane , 

no  ( 

> 

Mr.  L’ Hommediciiy 

720  < 

►  720 

1 

New-pjersey^ 

Mr.  Boudinoty 

0/' 

Mr.  Clarky 

►  770 

Mr.  Condicty 

no 
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Pennsylvania , 


Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North -Carolina, 


Mr. 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Mi  Henry, 
Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Aetff/, 

Mr.  Beresford , 


^  no 

^  divided . 
>  no 


South-Car  olina , 


no  } 
no  1 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


Fridat ,  August  15,  1783. 


A  letter,  of  Auguft  12th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  enclofing 
•  the  proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial,  on  the  trials  of  ferjeants 
Nagle  and  Morrifon,  for  mutiny,  having  been  read. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  major-general  Howe,  that  it 
is  the  pleafure  of  Gongrefs,  that  the  execution  of  the  fentences  again  ft 
the  feveral  offenders  who  have  been  convidled  of  mutiny  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  court-martial  now  fitting  at  Philadelphia,  be  fufpended,  until  ten 
days  after  a  full  report  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  laid  court-martial 
r-el petting  the  mutiny,  (hall  have  been  laid  before  Gongrefs,  of  which 
the  prefident  fhall  give  general  Howe  official  information. 


Mon  bat,  August  18,  1783. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  lay  before  Congrefs, 


an  eftimate  of  the  foreign  and  domeftic  debt  due  from  the  United 


States,  together  with  the  interefl  on  the  fame  to  become  due  in  1784. 


Tuesdat ,  August  19,  1783. 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  A.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  lay  before  Congrefs,  an  account 


of  the  annual  intereft  that  was  payable  in  Europe  on  loan-office  cer¬ 
tificates,  together  with  an  account  of  the  bills  drawn  for  the  payment 
of  fuch  intereft,  for  the  year  17  82,  and  the  fums  retained  in  France 
for  that  purpofe.  On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Lee, 


New- Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts , 


Connecticut , 


Rhode-Island . 


New -York, 


Mr.  Higgins  on ,  ay  J 
Mr.  Ellery,  ay  } 

Mr.  Howell,  ay  y 

Mr.  S .  Huntington ,  ayl 
Mr.  B .  Huntington ,  ay  5 
Mr.  Duane ,  ay 

Mr.  IF  Homme  die  ay 


?  aj 

$  °y 
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New- Jersey, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina 

Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr.  Boudinot , 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson 
Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


So  it  paffed  in  the  affirmative 


°y  [> 

ay~ 

ay  yay 
aj 


divided • 

ay 


Thursday,  August  21,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Bland  : 

Whereas  it  is  flipulated  in  the  7th  article  of  the  preliminaries, 
agreed  upon  the  30th  day  of  November,  1782,  between  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  his  Britannic  majefty  and  of  the  United  States,  “  that 
the  king  of  Great-Britain  (hall  order,  and  caufe  all  archives,  records, 
deeds  and  papers  belonging  to  any  of  the  faid  Bates,  or  their  citizens, 
which  in  the  courle  of  the  war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his 
officers,  to  be  forthwith  reBored,  and  delivered  to  the  proper  Bates  and 
perfons  to  whom  they  belong. ” 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  make  ap¬ 
plication  to  his  Britannic  majeBy’s  generals,  commanding  at  New- 
York  and  Quebec,  for  the  immediate  delivery,  to  perfons  authorized 
to  receive  them,  of  all  archives,  records,  deeds  and  papers  belonging 
to  any  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  of  their  citizens,  which  may 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  any  of  his  Britannic  majeBy’s  officers 
during  the  courfe  of  the  war. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  refolution  be  fent  to  the  fe- 
veral  Bates. 


Mohday,  August  25,  1783. 

Congrefs  being  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the  commander  in  chief 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Princeton  : 

Ordered,  That  he  have  an  audience  in  Congrefs  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o’clock. 

- - 

Tuesday,  August  26,  1783. 

According  to  order,  general  Wafhington  attended,  and  being  intro¬ 
duced  by  two  members,  the  prefident  addrefied  him  as  follows  : 

SIR, 

CONGRESS  feel  particular  pleafure  in  feeing  your  excellency,  and 
in  congratulating  you  on  the  fuccefs  of  a  war,  in  which  you  have  adled 
fo  confpicuous  a  part. 

It  has  been  the  fingular  happinefs  of  the  United  States,  that  during 
a  war  fo  long,  fo  dangerous,  and  fo  important,  Providence  has  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  preferve  the  life  of  a  general,  who  has  merited 
and  poflcffed  the  uninterrupted  confidence  and  afFedtion  of  his  fellowr 
citizens.  In  other  nations  many  have  performed  fervices,  for  which 
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they  have  deferred  and  received  the  thanks  of  the  public.  But  to  you, 
fir,  peculiar  praife  is  due.  Your  fervices  have  been  elfential  in  acquir¬ 
ing1  and  eftablilhing  the  freedom  and  independence  of  your  country 
They  deferve  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  a  free  and  independent 
nation.  Thofe  acknowledgments,  Congrefs  have  the  iatistaGion  of 

exoreffinof  to  vour  excellency*  «  • 

'  Hoftilities  have  now  ceafed,  but  your  country  ftill  needs  your  fervi¬ 
ces.  She  willies  to  avail  herfelf  of  your  talents  in  forming  the  ar¬ 
rangements  which  will  be  necelfary  for  her  in  the  time  ot  peace.  tor 
this  reafon  your  attendance  at  Congrefs  has  been  requefted.  A  com¬ 
mittee  is  appointed  to  confer  with  your  excellency,  and  to  receive  your 
affiftance  in  preparing  and  digefting  plans  relative  to  thofe  important 

objedls. 

To  which  his  excellency  made  the  following  reply. 


MR.  PRESIDENT, 

I  AM  too  fenfible  of  the  honourable  reception  I  have  now  experi¬ 
enced,  not  to  be  penetrated  with  the  deepeft  feelings  of  gratitude. 

Notwithftanding  Congrefs  appear  to  efhmate  the  value  of  my  life 
beyond  any  fervices,  I  have  been  able  to  render  the  United  States, 
yet  I  mu  ft  be  permitted  to  confider  the  wifdom  and  unanimity  of  our 
national  councils,  the  firmnefs  of  our  citizens  and  the  patience  and 
bravery  of  our  troops,  which  have  produced  lo  happy  a  tei initiation  of 
the  war,  as  the  molt  confpicuous  effect  of  the  divine  interpofition,  and 
the  fureft  prefage  of  our  future  happinefs. 

Highly  gratified  by  the  favourable  lentiments  which  Congrefs  arc 
pleafed  to  exprefs  of  my  paft  condudf,  and  amply  rewarded  by  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  affeefion  ot  my  fellow-citizens  ;  I  cannot  hefitate  to  con¬ 
tribute  my  bed  endeavours  towards  the  edablifhment  ot  the  national 
fecurity  in  whatever  manner  the  fovereign  power  may  think  proper  to 
direct,  until  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,,  or  the 
final  evacuation  of  our  country  by  the  Britifh  forces  ;  after  either  of 
which  events,  I  fhall  afk  permiffion  to  retire  to  the  peaceful  fliade  of 
private  life. 

Perhaps  fir,  no  occafion  may  offer  more  fuitahle  than  the  prefent  to 
exprefs  my  humble  thanks  to  God,  and  my  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  my  country,  for  the  great  and  uniform  fupport  I  have  received  in 
every  viciffitude  of  fortune,  and  for  the  many  difiinguifhed  honors 
which  Congrefs  have  been  pleafed  to  confer  upon  me  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war. 

- — 1 —  - 

JVednesdat ,  August  27,  1783. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten,  that 
Congrefs  will,  on  Friday  next,  refolve  itlelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  confideration  what  powers  exifl  in  Congrefs,  by 
the  confederation,  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  military  peace  efla- 
blifhment. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to 
amend,  by  inferring  after  u  confideration,”  the  words  u  whether  any 
„and,”  and  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
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A  ew-Ha  mpsb  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut^ 

New -York, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Virginia, 

North -Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Higginson, 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  S'.  Huntington , 
Mr.  i?.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L'  Homme  dieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  FF  Henry, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawk  ins , 

'  Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


ay  J> 

110  £  divided , 
ay 

ay 

ay 

£  divided . 


ay 


^  divided . 
^  divided . 


7Z0 


wo 


no 
no 
ay 
no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
no  'gno 

aj 

no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 


9  I 

>> 

:J 


no 


divided . 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to 

poftpone  the  confutation  of  the  main  queftion,  in  order  to  confider 
the  following  proportion. 

That  on  Friday  next,  Congrefs  will  go  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  confider  the  queftion  of  a  peace  eftablifliment  ;  and  on  the 

queftion  to  poftpone  tor  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Holten, 


Ne  w -  Ha  mp shire, 
Alassacbusetts, 

Rbode-Island , 

Connecticut, 

New -York, 

Rcw-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 


Mr.  Foster, 

no 

;>  * 

M  r .  Higg  in  son, 

no  ] 

Mr.  Holten, 

no  1 

>  no 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no  | 

M  r.  Howell, 

no  { 

>  no 

Mr.  S,  Huntington, 

no  ] 

>  no 

Mr.  B.  Huntington, 

no  * 

Mr.  Duane, 

ay  ] 

Mr.  L} Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

ay\ 
ay\ 
no  < 

J  ay 

) 

Mr.  Condict, 

►  divided \ 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

ay  ( 

w 

;•  ay 

Mr.  Peters, 

ay  > 

Mr.  Carroll, 

ay  } 

’  ay 

Mr.  McHenry, 

ayS 
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Virginia, 

Mr.  Jones, 

ay 

Mr.  Madison, 

ay 

Mr.  Bland, 

no 

>ay 

Mr.  Lee, 

no 

Mr.  Mercer, 

aJ ^ 

North -Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

ay] 

•  °y 

Mr.  Williamson , 

*y\ 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay} 

■ 

/ 

Mr.  Beresford, 

So  the  quedion  was  lod. 

• 

-  i  <%>—»— - 

Thursday,  August  28,  1783. 

The  delegates  for  Pennfylvania  laid  before  Gongrefs  an  extras  from 
the  minutes  of  the  general  affembly  of  that  Hate,  which  was  read,  and 

is  as  follows : 

State  of  Pennsylvania ,  in  General  Assembly ,  August  25,  1783,  A •  hi* 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  houfe  went  into  the  confix 
deration  of  the  report  on  the  fubjedt  of  national  credit,  read  Augud 
22d  indant ;  whereupon, 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  Mr.  Rufli,  Mr.  Whitehill  and  Mr. 
Hoge,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  conformable  to 
the  refolution  of  Gongrefs  of  April  18th,  1783,  inferting  a  claufe  for 
repealing  the  ad  entitled,  “  An  ad  to  veil  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  a  power  to  levy  duties  of  five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  on 
certain  goods  and  merchandize  imported  into  this  commonwealth,  and 
on  prizes  and  prize  goods  condemned  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of  this 
date,  after  the  lddayof  May,  1781,  and  for  appropriating  the  fame.” 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  the  meafures  Congrefs  have  taken  in 
their  refolution  of  the  18th  of  April  lad,  to  fupport  and  edablifh  pub¬ 
lic  and  national  credit,  meet  with  the  approbation  of  this  houfe,  and 
they  will  appropriate  fubfiantial  and  permanent  funds,  by  taxes  or 
otherwife,  for  fupplying  the  continental  treafury,  with  their  quota  as 
afiigned  in  faid  refolution. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  this  houfe  do  hereby  authorize  and  di- 
red  their  delegates  in  Congrefs,  or  any  two  of  them  to  join  with  the 
delegates  of  the  other  dates  in  Congrefs  affembled,  and  properly  au¬ 
thorized,  in  revoking  and  making  void  fo  much  of  the  8th  article  of 
confederation  and  perpetual  union,  between  the  thirteen  States  of 
America,  as  is  contained  in  the  following  words,  viz.  u  All  charges 
of  war,  and  all  other  expenfes  that  fhall  be  incurred  for  the  common 
defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Con¬ 
grefs  affembled,  fhall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which 
fhall  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  dates,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all 
land  within  fuch  date  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon  as  fuch 
land,  and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon,  fhall  be  edimated 
according  to  fuch  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled 
fhall,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  appoint.”  And  in  place  thereof  to 
lubditute  the  words  following,  viz. 

“  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expenfes  that  have  been  or  fhall 
be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed. 
Vol.  VIII.  I  2 
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by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  except  fo  far  as  fhall  be 
other  wife  provided  for,  fliall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury, 
which  fliall  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  dates  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
numb'vi  ol  white  and  other  tree  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  every  age, 
fex  and  condition,  including  thofe  bound  to  fervitude  for  a  term  of 
\t  aih,  and  -g-ths  of  all  other  perfons  not  comprehended  in  the  foregoing 
description,  except  Indians  not  paying  taxes  in  each  date,  which  num¬ 
ber  fhall  be  triennally  taken  and  tranfmitted  to  the  United  States  in 
Congrefs  affembled,  in  fuch  mode  as  they  (ball  direft  and  appoint.” 

On  the  report  ot  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Mercer 
and  Mr.  Holten,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  I Oth  Augud, 
from  captain  Winthrop  Serjeant. 

1\  esolved,  T  hat  captain  Winthrop  Serjeant  be,  and  he  is  hereby  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  major  by  brevet  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

The  ordinance  for  prohibiting  the  fettlement  and  purchafe  of  cer¬ 
tain  lands,  was  read  a  fecond  time  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  grand  committee. 

- — - 

Friday  August  29,  178  3. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  Jofeph  Bullock,  one  of  the  late  mana¬ 
gers  of  the  lottery  was  read,  dating  that,  “  among  the  dead  letters  in 
the  hands  of  the  pod-nnder-general,  are  feveral  packets  containing 
tickets  and  letters  ;  that  the  lottery  accounts  being  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  public  auditors,  thofe  vouchers  are  abfolutely  neceffary  in  the 
fettlement  of  the  fame  whereupon, 

Ordered ,  That  the  packets  afore faid  be  delivered  free  to  the  Laid 
Jofeph  Bullock. 

Monday,  September  1,  1783. 

An  aft  of  the  general  afTembly  of  Connefticut,  authorizing  the  de¬ 
legates  of  that  date,  to  agree  to  an  alteration  in  the  8th  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  confederation  as  recommended  by  the  aft  of  the  18th  of  April 
lad,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  as  follows  : 


* 

>* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


******  * 
■* 


L.  S. 

**  **** 


* 

* 

* 

* 


At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut ,  balden  at  Hartford  in  the 
said  State ,  on  the  2 d  Thursday  of  May ,  Anno  Domini , 
1783. 


Whereas  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  on  the  18th 
day  of  April,  1783,  among  other  things  refolved,  that  a  more  conve¬ 
nient  and  certain  rule  of  afcertaining  the  proportions  to  be  fupplied 
by  the  dates  refpeftively,  to  the  common  treafury,  the  following  al¬ 
teration  in  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  between 
thefe  dates,  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  agreed  to  in  Congrefs  :  and 
the  feveral  dates  are  advifed  to  authorize  their  refpeftive  delegates  to 
fubfcribe  and  ratify  the  fame,  as  part  of  the  faid  indrument  of  union, 
in  the  words  following,  viz.  So  much  of  the  8th  of  the  articles  of  confede¬ 
ration  and  perpetual  union  between  the  thirteen  States  of  America,  as  is 
contained  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  :  “  All  charges  of  war,  and 
all  other  expenfes  that  (hall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or 
general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affem- 
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bled,  (hall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which  Ihall  be  fup- 
plied  by  the  feveral  dates,  in  proportion  to  the  value  ot  all  lands  with¬ 
in  each  date,  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon  as  luch  land,  and 
the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon,  fhall  be  efiimated  according 
to  fuch  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Gongrefs  a  (Tern  bled  (hall,  from 
time  to  time,  dired  and  appoint,”  is  hereby  revoked  and  made  void, 
and  in  place  thereof  it  is  declared  and  concluded,  the  lame  having 
been  agreed  to  in  a  Gongrefs  of  the  United  States,  u  that  all  charges 
of  war,  and  other  expenfes  that  have  been  or  (hall  be  incurred  for  the 
common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States 
in  Gongrefs  affembled,  except  fo  far  as  fhall  be  otherwiie  provided 
for  fhall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which  ihall  be  i up- 
plied  by  the  feveral  dates  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  white 
and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  every  age,  fex  and  condi¬ 
tion,  including  thole  bound  to  fervitude  for  a  term  of  years,  and  three 
fifths  of  all  other  perfons  not  comprehended  in  the  foiegoing  deiciip- 
tion,  except  Indians  not  paying  taxes  in  each  date,  which  number 
{hall  be  triennally  taken  and  tranfinitted  to  the  United  States  in  Gon¬ 
grefs  affembled,  in  fuch  mode  as  they  (hall  dired  and  appoint.” 

It  is  refolved,  and  enaded  by  this  affembly,  that  the  delegates  ot 
this  date,  in  the  Gongrefs  of  the  United  States,  or  any  two  or  more 
of  them  be,  and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  on 
behalf  of  this  date,  to  fubferibe  and  ratify  the  aforerecited  alteration  in 
the  8th  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between 
the  United  States  of  America',  as  a  part  of  the  faid  indrument  of  union.” 

The  delegates  for  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  laid  before  Gongrefs 
fundry  refolutions  of  the  general  affembly  of  that  date,  which  were 
read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journal  as  follows  : 

«  State  of  Pennsylvania ,  in  General  Assembly ,  Friday ,  August  29, 

1783 >  A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  condder  of  the  mod  eli¬ 
gible  means  for  the  accommodation  of  Congrefs,  diould  that  honorable 
body  determine  to  redde  within  this  date,  read  Augud  27th  indant, 
was  read  the  fecond  time  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  until  Congrefs  fliall  determine  upon 
the  place  of  their  permanent  reddence,  it  would  be  highly  agreeable 
to  this  houfe,  if  that  honorable  body  diould  deem  it  expedient  to  re¬ 
turn  to  and  continue  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ;  in  which  cafe  they 
offer  to  Congrefs  the  different  apartments  in  the  date-houfe  and  ad¬ 
jacent  buildings  which  they  formerly  occupied  for  the  purpofe  of  tranf- 
ading  the  national  budnefs  therein. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  this  houfe  will  take  effedual  meafures 
to  enable  the  executive  of  the  date  to  afford  fpeedy  and  adequate  fup- 
port  and  protedion  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  United  States  in 
Gongrefs,  and  the  perfons  of  thofe  compodng  the  fupreme  council  of 
the  nation  affembled  in  this  city. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  That  as  this  houfe  is  dneerely  difpofed  to 
render  the  permanent  reddence  of  Gongrefs  in  this  date,  commodious 
and  agreeable  to  that  honorable  body,  the  delegates  of  this  date 
be  inftruded,  to  requed  that  Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  define  what 
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jurifdi&ion  they  deem  necefTary  to  be  verted  in  them,  in 
wherein  they  fhall  permanently  refide.” 


the  place 


Thursdat ,  September  4,  1783. 

Major-general  Howe  having  tranfmitted  to  the  prefidcnt,  “  a  full  re. 

P°n  °J  the,p™Cfed'"Ss  of  the  court-martial  refpefting  the  late  mutiny.” 
Oidered,  That  they  be  laid  before  Congrelson  Tuefday  next. 


Friday,  September  5,  1783. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten 
1  uat  the  fuperintendant  ot  finance  be  direfted  to  lay  before  Con. 
grefs,  an  account  of  all  the  public  monies  which  have  been  applied  at 
home  and  abroad  to  the  purchafe  of  clothing  for  the  army  fince  his 
coming  into  ofhce  ;  together  with  an  account  of  what  part  of  fuch 
clothing  has  been  received,  and  how  it  has  been  difpofed  of. 

'  y^Ir^Tee^100  ^  t0  thiS’  ^  yCaS  and  nayS  being  re<lu*lrwl 


Ne  w -  Ha  mp shire , 
Massachusetts , 


Rhode -Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 


Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North -Carolina, 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr. 

Foster , 

ay 

!>  * 
i 

Mr. 

Gerry , 

ay" 

Mr. 

Holten , 

ay 

lay 

Mr. 

Higgins  on, 

ay 

Mr. 

Ellery , 

ay  < 

Mr. 

Howell , 

ay  < 

;  ay 

Mr. 

S .  Huntington , 

✓  ^ 
ay] 

Mr. 

B,  Huntington, 

ay  < 

>  ay 

Mr. 

Duane, 

ay  \ 

Mr. 

JLJ  Hommedieu, 

ay  < 

;  ay 

Mr. 

Boudinot, 

ay 

* 

) 

Mr. 

Wilson, 

ay  " 

Mr. 

Montgomery, 

ay 

lay 

Mr. 

Peters , 

ay  ^ 

Mr. 

Carroll, 

no  J 

1 

Mr. 

HP  Henry , 

ay] 

-  divi 

Mr. 

Bland , 

ay 1 

| 

Mr. 

Lee, 

ay 

>ay 

Mr. 

Mercer, 

no 

Mr. 

Hawkins, 

ay  )>  * 

Mr. 

Izard, 

ay J 

| 

Mr. 

Read , 

ay 

Mr. 

Beresford , 

ay  J 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  be  directed  to  lay  before  Con- 
grefs,  copies  of  the  returns  from  the  clothier-general  to  him,  of  the 
clothing  which  has  been  received  by  the  laid  clothier-general,  fince  the 
lft  of  January,  1781,  to  the  prefent  time  ;  and  alfo  of  the  returns  of 
clothing  on  hand,  every  two  months  in  that  period,  as  directed  by  the 
regulations  paffed  June  10th,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McHenry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee, 

Resolved ,  That  Friday  next  be  affigned  to  decide  on  the  place  pros¬ 
per  for  a  temporary  relidence  of  Congrefs. 
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t  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mi.  A.  Lee 


and  Mr.  Gerry,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  id,  from  the 

^TesoLed,  That  the  agent  of  marine  be,  and  he  is  hereby  d're*e(1 
to  caufe  the  (hip  Alliance  to  be  unladen,  and  her  cargo  freighted  to 

Europe  on  the  bed  terms.  -  . 

That  the  agent  of  marine  difcharge  the  officers  and  crew  ot  the  Imp 

Alliance,  caufe  her  to  be  furveyed,  and  report  to  Congrefs  the  date 
die  is  in,  with  an  edimate  of  the  expenfe  neceffary  to  give  her  a  good 


repair 


Mon  DAT,  September  8,  1783 


The  prefident  being  abfent,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele&ion  of  a 
chairman,  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  order  ;  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken,  the  hon.  John  Rutledge  was  eleaed. 


Tuesdat ,  September  9,  1783 


The  prefident  and  the  chairman  eleaed  yederday,  being  abfent,  Con¬ 
grefs  proceeded  to  the  eleaion  of  another  chairman,  for  the  purpofe 
of  keeping  order  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

The  hon.  D.  Carroll  was  eleaed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 

That  the  fecretary  of  Congrels  enquire  of  Mr.  David  C.  Claypool, 
printer  of  the  Pennfylvania  Packet,  dated  September  9,  1783,  by  what 
means  a  copy  of  a  letter  printed  in  his  paper,  dated  New-York,  Au- 
guft  17,  1783,  figned  Guy  Carleton,  and  direaed  to  his  excellency 
Elias  Boudinot,  Efq;  came  to  his  hands. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Higginfon, 
that  the  motion  be  committed.  And  on  the  queftion  for  commitment, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 

New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Foster ,  ay  * 


Massachusetts 


Connecticut 


Rhode-Island , 


New-York 


Pennsylvania 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 


South -Carolina 


North- Carolina* 


Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 
Mr.  B .  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’Hommedicu , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr,  Beresford , 


ay 

ay 

ay 


no 


ay  [>  * 


^  divided . 


ay 


So  tlje  queflion  was  loft 
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On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  original  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being*  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


New- Ha  m psb  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New -Yorky 

.. Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

Nortb-Carolina, 
South-Car  olina. 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Hoi  ten , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Huntington , 
Mr.  A.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  Id Hommedieii) 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawk  ins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


wo 


wo 


770 


fly 


770 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

According*  to  order,  the  full  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court- 
martial,  refpe&ing  the  late  mutiny,  was  laid  before  Congrefs. 
Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  committed. 


Wednesdat ,  September  10,  1733. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  McHenry,  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ters  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  from  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  inform  the  pay-mafter-general, 
that  brevet  commifiions  do  not  entitle  to  pay  or  emoluments,  unlefs 
the  fame  be  expreffed  in  the  resolution  granting  fuch  commifiions. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  and  the  treafurer,  be  directed  to 
lay  before  Congrefs  an  account  of  all  the  notes  which  have  been  iffued 
by  them  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  together  with  an  account 
of  what  part  of  thole  notes  are  now  in  circulation. 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
that  the  faid  motion  be  poftponed,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following: 

That  the  houfe  proceed  to  appoint  five  committees,  to  be  compofed 
of  five  members  each,  for  the  purpofes  mentioned  and  pointed  out  by 
the  a£t  of  Congrefs  of  the  17th  June,  1782. 

And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 


New- Ha  m psb  ire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

W0  £> 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten , 

710  > 

Mr.  Higginson , 

W0  J 
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Rbode-Islcind , 

Connecticut , 

New-York , 

Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 


North  -Carolina, 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

720  ? 
72 0  > 

no 

Mr.  £.  Huntington, 
Mr.  L.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieu, 

no  ^ 

<yo 

720  < 

divided • 

■  no 

Mr.  Peters, 

<7J>  )>  * 

Mr.  Carroll , 

-  divided • 

Mr.  M‘ Henry, 

770  ^ 

> 

Mr.  Bland, 

72  0  ” 

Mr.  Lee, 

720 

►  720 

Mr.  Mercer , 

qy. 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

770  ^  * 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard, 

qy 

Mr.  Read, 

cay 

Mr.  Beresford , 

720J 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  original  motion, 
being  required  by  Mr.  A.  Lee, 


New- Ha  mpsh  i  re , 
Massachusetts , 

Rkode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New -York, 

Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  5.  Huntington , 
Mr.  J5.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


the  yeas  and  nays 


qy  i>  * 

qyl 

ay  >  ay 

ay  J 

r^qy 

q?3  * 

qy)  * 

qy  r>  * 


So  it  was  refolved, 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  and  the  treafurer  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  lay  before  Gongrefs,  an  account  of  all  the  notes 
which  have  been  ifTued  by  them  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  an  account  of  what  part  of  thofe  notes  are  now  in  cir¬ 
culation. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

That  Gongrefs  proceed  to-morrow  to  appoint  five  committees,  to  be 
compofed  of  five  members  each,  for  the  purpol'es  mentioned  and  point¬ 
ed  out  by  the  ad  of  Gongrefs  of  the  17th  June,  1782. 
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On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Carroll, 


Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

qy' 

Mr.  Molten , 

►  ay 

Mr.  Higginson , 

fly 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

tfy? 

Mr.  Howell, 

«y  5 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S,  Huntington , 

«y < 

Mr.  B .  Huntington , 

qy  ? 

•  ffy 

New-York , 

Mr.  Duane , 

^y  i 

i 

Mr.  Ly Hommedieu , 

/y< 

r 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Peters , 

ay  * 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

• 

Mr.  AP Henry , 

•  qy 

Virgin  ia^ 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

>ay 

Mr.  Alerccr, 

North -Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

ay  !>  * 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

*y I 

Mr.  Izard , 

qy 

>ay 

Mr.  Read , 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  in  the 
words  following  : 

Whereas  the  offices  of  Congrefs  have  been  ever  open  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  thereof  for  information  ;  and  the  late  removal  of  Congrefs  from 
Philadelphia,  having  rendered  accefs  to  the  office  of  finance  inconve¬ 
nient  to  the  members  ;  Resolved  therefore,  that  the  fuperintendant  of 
finance  be  dire&ed  to  tranfmit  any  information  relating  to  that  office 
which  fhall  be  required  by  a  member  of  Congrefs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Higginfon, 
that  the  preamble  be  ftruck  out  :  and  on  the  queflion,  fhall  the  pream¬ 
ble  fland  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer, 


Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

no ' 

Mr.  Holten , 

no 

M  r .  Higg  ins  on, 

no  ^ 

1 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no  ( 

-  no 

Mr.  Howell , 

no 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  .S'.  Huntington ,  cy  < 

•  qy 

Mr.  L.  Huntington , 

ay  5 

New -York , 

Mr.  Duane , 

ay? 

<zy 

Mr.  L'  Homme  dieu, 

qyj 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Peters, 

tfy  r*  * 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  AP  Henry, 

«y  5 

Virgin  ia^ 

Mr.  Bland, 

«y~ 

Mr.  Lee, 

►  jy 

Mr.  Mercer, 

«y- 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

South-Car  olina , 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

?ia ) 

Mr.  Izard, 

■  #y 

Mr.  Read, 

«yJ 
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So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  preamble  was  ftruck  out. 

The  previous  queftion  was  then  moved  on  the  refolution  by  the  ftatc 
of  New-York,  and  feconded  by  the  ftate  of  Connecticut  ;  and  on  the 
queftion  to  agree  to  the  previous  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Mercer, 


Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Higginson , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 
Mr.  B .  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Read, 


Massachusetts 


Rhode -Island, 


Connecticut 


New-York , 


ay  r*  * 


Pennsylvania , 
Maryland, 


Virginia , 


ay  )>  * 


North-Carolina 
South -Carolina, 


So  the  previous  queftion  was  loft 


Thursday ,  September  11,  178 


J  • 


On  motion  of  Mr.  McHenry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Peters, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed 
to  ilfue  to  captain  North,  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  the  baron  Steu¬ 
ben,  the  brevet  commiflion  of  major  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  ceffion  of  Virginia  ;  after  debate  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
M4Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Carroll, 

That  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  ceffion  from  Virginia, 
be  poftponed  till  Thurfday  next,  in  order  that  notice  may  be  given  to 
the  ftates  of  New-Jerfey  and  Delaware,  or  thole  ftates  which  it  may 
be  reafonably  expended  can  give  their  attendance. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Higginfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
to  ftrike  out  what  follows  the  words  u  Thurfday  next  And  on  the 
queftion,  ffiall  thofe  words  ftand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 


Mr.  Carroll 


New - Ha  m pshi  re 
Massachusetts, 


Rhode-Island . 


Connecticut 


New-York , 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Howell, 


Mr.  Higginson, 


Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Holten, 


K  2 
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Pennsylvaniay 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

710 

Mr.  Montgomery 

ay 

Mr.  Peters , 

no 

Marylandy 

Mr.  Car  roily 

ay 

Mr.  iJL  He  n  ry , 

ay 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Blandy 

no 

Mr.  Leey 

ay 

Mr.  Mercery 

no 

Ay  rth-Carolinay 

Mr.  Haw  kins , 

no 

Mr.  Williamsoiiy 

no 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Rutledge , 

no 

Mr.  Izardy 

no 

Mr.  Ready 

no 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

no 

no 


ay 


no 


710 


no 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  flruck  out. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland, 


New- Ha  mpsb  ire . 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-York , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

Ary  rtb-Carolina , 
South -Carol  hi  a , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  .S'.  Huntington , 
Mr.  A.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  AP Henry y 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Fiercer , 

Mr.  Haw  kins  y 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  R ut t edge y 
Mr.  Hardy 
M  r.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


divided • 


My 


mo 


My 


My 


My 


mo 


So  it  palfcd  in  the  negative. 

SAfURDATy  September  13,  1783. 

A  memorial  from  the  lion,  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
was  read,  en  doling  a  com  million  of  chevalier  D’Annemours,  conful- 
general  ol  France,  in  the  ft  ate  of  Maryland,  the  commonwealth  of 
Virginia  and  the  ftates  of  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Geor¬ 
gia  ;  whereupon, 

Orderedy  That  the  commiflion  be  regiftered,  and  that  it  be  recogni¬ 
zed,  and  an  exequatur  ilYued  in  due  form. 
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Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
,®n  theVirginia  ceffion,  and  the  fame  being  amended,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Carroll,  fecondedby  Mr.  M‘Henry,  to  poftpone  the  fur¬ 
ther  confideration  of  the  report,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following  : 

u  Whereas  by  the  6th  article  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace 
between  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  their  molt  Chriltian  and  Catholic 
majefties,  ligned  on  the  3d  day  of  November,  1762,  and  lauded  the 
10th  day  of  February,  1763,  it  is  ftipulated  and  agreed,  that,  “  the 
confines  between  the  dominions  of  Great-Britain  and  Fi  ance,  on  the 
continent  of  North-America,  fliall  be  irrevocably  fixed  by  aline  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the  river  Miflifippi,  from  its  fource  as  fai  a^  tne 
river  Iberville,  and  from  thence  by  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
this  river,  and  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain  to  the  fea  ; 
and  to  this  purpofe  the  moft  Chriltian  king  ceded  in  full  right,  and 
guarantees  to  his  Britannic  majefty,  the  river  and  port  of  Mobile,  and 
every  thing  that  he  poffefTes  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river  Miffifippi,  ex¬ 
cept  the  town  of  New-Orleans,  and  the  ifland  on  which  it  is  fituated, 
which  lhall  remain  to  France  ;  provided  that  the  navigation  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  Miffifippi,  fliall  be  equally  free  to  the  fubjects  of  Great-Britain  and 
France,  in  its  whole  breadth  and  length  from  its  fource  to  the  fea,  and 
that  part  exprefsly  which  is  between  the  faid  ifland  of  New-Orleans, 
and  the  right  bank  of  that  river,  as  well  as  the  paffage  both  in  and 
out  of  its  mouth.  And  whereas  by  the  19th  article  of  the  faid  treaty, 
his  Catholic  majefty  cedes  and  guarantees  in  full  right  to  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefty,  all  that  Spain  poffeftes  in  the  continent  of  North-America, 
to  the  eaft  or  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  river  Miffifippi. ”  And  whereas 
by  the  articles  of  treaty  between  Great-Britain  and  the  United  States, 
done  at  Paris  the  30th  day  of  November,  17  82,  the  boundaries  of  the 
United  States  are  fet  forth,  deferibed  and  agreed  to  be  by  the  2d 
article  of  the  faid  treaty,  viz.  u  From  the  north-weft  angle  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  viz.  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from 
the  fource  of  St.  Groix  river,  to  the  Highlands  which  divide  thofe  ri¬ 
vers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from  thofe 
which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  north-wefternmoft  head  of 
Connecticut  river,  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the 
45th  degree  of  north  latitude  ;  from  thence  by  a  line  due  weft  on  faid 
latitude,  until  it  ftrikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Cataraquy  ;  thence  along 
the  middle  of  faid  river  into  lake  Ontario,  through  the  middle  of  faid 
lake  until  it  ftrikes  the  communication  by  water  between  that  lake  and 
lake  Erie  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  communication  into  lake 
Erie,  through  the  middle  of  faid  lake  until  it  arrives  at  the  water  com¬ 
munication  between  that  lake  and  lake  Huron  ;  thence  along  the 
middle  of  faid  water  communication  into  lake  Huron  ;  thence  through 
the  middle  of  the  faid  lake  to  the  water  communication  between  that 
and  lake  Superior  ;  thence  through  lake  Superior  northward  of  the 
ifles,  Royal  and  Philipeaux,  to  the  Long  lake  ;  thence  through  the 
middle  of  faid  Long  lake  and  the  water  communication  between  it 
and  the  lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  faid  lake  of  the  Woods;  thence  through 
the  faid  lake  to  the  moft  north-weftern  point  thereof,  and  from  thence 
on  a  due  weft  courfe  to  the  river  Miffifippi  ;  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
along  t]ie  middle  of  the  faid  river  Miffifippi,  until  it  fliall  interfeCI  the 
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nor  them  moft  part  of  the  3  i  ft  degree  of  north  latitude.  South  by  a  line  to 
be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the  determination  of  the  line  laft  mentioned,  in 
the  latitude  of  3  1  degrees  north  of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  Apalachicola  or  Catahouche;  thence  along  the  middle  thereof  to  its 
junction  with  the  Flint  river  ;  thence  ftraight  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary’s 
river  ;  and  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary’s  river  to  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  Eaft  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  Sc.  Croix,  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of  Fundy  to  its  fource,  and 
from  its  fource  dire&ly  north  to  the  aforefaid  Highlands  which  divide 
the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  thofe  which  fall  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  :  comprehending  all  iflands  within  20  leagues 
of  any  part  oi  the  Ihores  ol  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines 
to  be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the  points  where  the  aforefaid  boundaries 
between  Nova-Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  Eaft-Florida  on  the  other, 
ftiall  refpeaively  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean  ; 
excepting  fuch  iflands  as  now  are  or  heretofore  have  been  within  the 
limits  of  the  laid  province  of  Nova-Scotia.” 

And  w  he  re  as  by  the  6th  and  1  1th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  alliance, 
eventual  and  defenfive,  between  the  moft  Chriftian  king,  and  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  figned  at  Paris  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  and  ratified  by 
the  United  States  in  Congrels  affembed,  the  4th  day  of  May,  1778, 
the  moft  Chriftian  king  renounces  for  ever  the  pofieftion  of  the  iflands 
ot  Bermudas,  as  well  as  ot  any  part  of  the  continent  of  North- Ame¬ 
rica,  which  before  the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1763,  or  in  virtue  of  that 
treaty  were  acknowledged  to  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  or 
to  the  United  States,  heretofore  called  Britifh  colonies,  or  which  are 
at  this  time,  or  have  lately  been  under  the  power  of  the  king  and 
crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  guarantees  to  the  United  States,  their 
pofieftions  and  the  additions  or  conquefts  that  their  confederation  may 
obtain  during  the  war,  from  any  of  the  dominions  now  or  heretofore 
pofiefied  by  Great-Britain  in  NortU America.  And  whereas  the  ter¬ 
ritory  ceded  and  guaranteed  as  aforefaid,  comprehends  a  large  extent 
of  country  lying  without  the  lines,  limits  or  acknowledged  boundaries 
of  any  of  the  United  States,  over  which,  or  any  part  of  which,  no  ftatecan 
or  ought  to  exercife  any  fovereign,  legiflative  or  jurifdi&ional  faculty, 
the  fame  being  acquired  under  the  confederation,  and  by  the  joint 
and  united  efforts  of  all.  And  whereas  feveral  of  the  ftates  acceded 
to  the  confederation  under  the  idea  held  forth  by  the  ftate  of  Mary¬ 
land,  in  her  inflruttions  to  her  delegates,  entered  on  the  journals  of 
Congrefs,  May  21ft,  1779,  viz.  u  that  a  country  unfettled  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  war,  claimed  by  the  Btitifli  crown,  and  ceded  to  it 
by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  if  wrefted  from  the  common  enemy,  by  the 
blood  andtreafure  of  the  thirteen  ftates,  fhould  be  conftderedas  a  common 
property,  lubjett  to  be  parcelled  out  by  Congrefs,  into  free,  convenient 
and  independent  governments,  in  fuch  manner,  and  at  fuch  times,  as 
the  wifdom  of  that  afiembly  (hall  hereafter  diredl.”  And  whereas  the 
faid  ftate  of  Maryland,  efpecially  for  herfelf,  provides  and  declares, 
in  an  aeft  entered  on  the  journals  of  Congrefs,  the  12th  February,  1781, 
entitled,  an  a<ft  to  empower  the  delegates  of  this  ftate  in  Congrefs,  to 
fubferibe  and  ratify  the  articles  of  confederation,  viz.  “that  by  acceding 

the  faid  confederation,  this  ftate  doth  not  relinquifh  or  intend  to  relin- 
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QUifh  any  right  or  intereft  (he  hath  with  the  other  united  or  confederated 
fetes,  to  the  back  country  ;  but  claims  the  fame  as  fully  as  was  done  by 
the  legiflature  of  this  (late,  in  their  declaration  which  (lands  entered  on 
the  journals  of  Congrefs  ;  this  (late  relying  on  the  juftice  of  the  feveral 
flatei  hereafter,  as  to  the  faid  claim  made  by  this  date.”  And  where¬ 
as  the  United  States  have  fucceeded  to  the  fovereignty  over  the  wel- 
tern  territory,  and  are  thereby  veiled  as  one  undivided  and  indepen¬ 
dent  nation,  with  all  and  every  power  and  right  exercifed  by  the  king 
of  Great-Britain,  over  the  faid  territory,  or  the  lands  lying  and  lituated 
without  the  boundaries  of  the  feveral  fetes,  and  within  the  limits 
above  deferibed  ;  and  whereas  the  weftern  territory  ceded  by  France 
and  Spain  to  Great-Britain,  relinquilhed  to  the  United  States  by  Great- 
Britain,  and  guaranteed  to  the  United  States  by  France  as  aforefaid, 
if  properly  managed,  will  enable  the  United  States  to  comply  with 
their  promifes  of  land  to  their  officers  and  foldiers  ;  will  relieve  then- 
citizens  from  much  of  the  weight  of  taxation  ;  will  be  a  means  of  le- 
(loring  national  credit,  and  if  ca(l  into  new  dates,  will  tend  to  in- 
creafe  the  general  happinefs  of  mankind,  by  rendering  the  pui chafe  of 
land  eafy,  and  the  poffeflion  of  liberty  permanent  ;  theiefore, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  the  territory 
lying  without  the  boundaries  of  the  feveral  hates,  and  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  report  the  mod  eligible  part  or  parcels 
thereof,  for  one  or  more  convenient  and  independent  flates  ;  and  alio  to 

report  an  eflablifhment  for  a  laiul-office.” 

On  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpoie  aforefaid,  the  yeas  and 

nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Carroll, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpsb  ire , 
Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New -Porky 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 


No  rtb-Ca  rol  ina> 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Higginso n, 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 
Mr.  B.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L}  HommedicUy 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  C larky 
Mr.  Fitzsimmonsy 
Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Petersy 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  M‘ Henry, 

Mr.  JoneSy 
Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Blandy 
Mr.  Lee , 

Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Rutledge , 

Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


no 

no 


no 

no 


av 


no 


no 


no 


no 


ay 


no 


ay 


s' 


no 


no 


no 
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So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

The  report  as  amended,  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Ellfworth,  Mr. 
Bedford,  Mr.  Gorham  and  Mr.  Madifon,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
act  of  the  lcgiilature  of  Virginia,  of  the  2d  January,  1781,  and  the  re¬ 
port  thereon  ;  report,  that  they  have  confidered  the  feveral  matters 
referred  to  them,  and  obferve,  that  the  legiflature  of  Virginia  by 
their  ad  of  the  2d  January,  178  1,  refolved  that  they  would  yield  to 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  faid  hates 
all  right,  title  and  claim  which  the  faid  commonwealth  hath  to  the 
laiuL  ncn  th-welf  ot  the  river  Ohio,  upon  the  following  conditions,  viz. 

1.  That  the  territory  fo  ceded,  fhould  be  laid  out  and  formed  into 
ltaifb,  containing  a  fuitable  extent  of  territory,  not  lefs  than  100  nor 
more  than  150  miles  fquare,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumftances  will 
admit:  and  that  the  hates  fo  formed,  fhould  be  dihinch  republican 
hate.';,  and  admitted  members  of  the  federal  union  ;  having  the 

fame  rights  of  fovereignty,  freedom  and  independence  as  the  other 
hates. 

2.  1  hat  \  irginia  fhould  be  allowed  and  fully  reimburfed  by  the 
United  States,  her  actual  expenles  in  reducing  the  Britifhpohs  at  the 
Kafka  Ties  and  St.  V  incents,  the  expenles  of  maintaining  garrifons 
and  fupporting  civil  government  there,  fince  the  reduction  of  the  faid 
pohs,  and  in  general  all  the  charge  the  has  incurred  on  account  of  the 
count i y  on  the  north-weh  lide  ot  the  Ohio  river,  fince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  war, 

3.  That  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants  and  other  fettlers  of 
the.  Kafkafkies,  St.  \  incents,  and  the  neighbouring'  villages,  who  have 
pro  felled  themfelves  citizens  of  Virginia,  fhould  have  their  pofTeffions 
and  titles  confirmed  to  them,  and  fhould  be  proteAed  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  rights  and  liberties  ;  for  which  purpofe  troops  fhould  be  Ra¬ 
tioned  there  at  the  charge  of  the  United  States,  to  proteA  them  from 
the  encroachments  of  the  Britifh  forces  at  Detroit  or  elfewhere,  un- 
lefs  the  events  of  the  war  fhould  render  it  impra Aicable. 

4.  As  colonel  George  Rogers  Clarke,  planned  and  executed  the  fe- 
cret  expedition  by  which  the  Britifh  pofts  were  reduced,  and  was  pro- 
miled  if  the  enterprize  fucceeded,  a  liberal  gratuity  in  lands  in  that 
country,  for  the  officers  and  foldiers  who  fir  ft  marched  thither  with 
him  ;  that  a  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  150,000  acres,  fhould  be 
allowed  and  granted  to  the  faid  officers  and  foldiers,  and  the  other  offi¬ 
cers  and  foldiers  that  have  been  fince  incorporated  into  the  faid  regi¬ 
ment,  to  be  laid  off  in  one  traA,  the  length  of  which  not  to  exceed 
double  the  breadth,  in  inch  place  on  the  north-weft  fide  of  the  Ohio, 
as  the  majority  of  the  officers  fhould  choofe,  and  to  be  afterwards  di¬ 
vided  among  the  faid  officers  and  foldiers,  in  due  proportion  according 
to  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

5.  I  hat  in  cafe  the  quantity  of  good  lands  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of 
the  Ohio,  upon  the  waters  of  Cumberland  river,  and  between  the  Green 
river  and  1  enneffee  river,  which  have  been  referved  by  law  for  the  V ir¬ 
ginia  troops  upon  continental  eftablifhmcnt,  fhould  from  the  North- 
Carolina  line,  bearing  in  further  upon  the  Cumberland  lands  than  was 
expeAed,  prove  infufficient  for  their  legal  bounties,  the  deficiency 
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ftiould  be  made  up  to  the  faid  troops  in  good  lands,  to  oc  iaic  od  bo- 
tween  the  rivers  Scioto  and  little  Miamis,  on  the  north-weft  ode  of  the 
river  Ohio,  in  fuch  proportions  as  have  been  engaged  to  tnein  by  the 

laws  of  Virginia.  t  tt  •  i 

6  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  fo  ceded  to  the  United, 

States,  and  not  referved  for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  before-men¬ 
tioned  purpoles,  or  difpofed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  ioldiers 
of  the  American  army,  ffiould  be  conlidered  as  a  common  fund  tor  the 
ufe  and  benefit  of  fuch  of  the  United  American  States,  as  have  become 
or  (hall  become  members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the 
faid  dates,  Virginia  inclulive,  according  to  their  ulual  rUpeftive  pro¬ 
portions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  ffiould  be  faithful¬ 
ly  and  bona  fide  difpofed  of  for  that  purpofe,  and  for  no  other  ule  or 


purpofe  whatfoever. 

7.  And  therefore  that  all  purchafes  and  deeds  from  any  Indian  or 
Indians,  or  from  any  Indian  nation  or  nations,  for  any  lands  within 
any  part  of  the  faid  territory  which  have  been  or  ffiould  be  made  tor 
the  ufe  or  benefit  of  any  private  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  and  roy¬ 
al  grants  within  the  ceded  territory,  inconfiftent  with  the  chartered 
rights,  laws  and  cuftoms  of  Virginia,  fhould  be  deemed  and  declared 
abfolutely  void  and  of  no  effect,  in  the  lame  manner  as  if  the  laid  ter¬ 
ritory  had  dill  remained  fubjeft  to  and  part  of  the  commonwealth  of 

Virginia.  ■  '  . 

8. "  That  all  the  remaining  territory  of  Virginia,  included  between 

the  Atlantic  ocean  and  the  fouth-eaft  lide  of  the  livei  Ohio,  and  tho 
Maryland,  Pennfylvania  and  North-Carolina  boundaries,  fhould  be 
guaranteed  to  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia, by  the  laid  United  States* 

Whereupon  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  firff  condition 
is  provided  for  by  the  aift  of  Congreis  of  the  10th  ot  October,  17  80* 

That  in  order  to  comply  with  the  2d  condition  fo  far  as  has  been 
heretofore  provided  for  by  the  add  of  the  10th  of  October,  1780,  it  is 
agreed  that  one  commiffioner  fhould  be  appointed  by  Congrefs,  one  by 
the  (fate  of  Virginia,  and  another  by  thofe  two  commifiioners,  who, 
or  a  majority  of  whom,  fhould  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  adjuft 
and  liquidate  the  account  of  the  neceffary  and  reafonable  expenfes  in¬ 
curred  by  the  faid  {fate,  which  they  may  judge  to  be  comprifed  with¬ 
in  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  faid  recited  aci. 

With  refped  to  the  third  condition,  the  committee  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  fettlers  therein  defcribed  fhould  have  their  poffeflions  and  ti¬ 
tles  confirmed  to  them,  and  be  proteded  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
rights  and  liberties. 

Your  committee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  4th,  5th  and  6tk 
conditions  being  reafonable,  lhould  be  agreed  to  by  Congrefs. 

With  refpect  to  the  7th  condition,  your  committee  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  improper  for  Congrefs  to  declare  the  purchafes  and 
grants  therein  mentioned,  abfolutely  void  and  of  no  effe£f  ;  and  that 
the  6th  condition,  engaging  how  the  lands  beyond  the  Ohio  fhall  be 


difpofed  of  is  fufficient  on  this  point. 

As  to  the  laft  condition,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  Con- 
grefs  cannot  agree  to  guarantee  to  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
the  land  defcribed  in  the  faid  condition,  without  entering  into  a  dilcuf- 
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fion  of  the  right  of  the  Hate  of  Virginia  to  the  faid  land  ;  and  that  by 
the  aas  of  Congrefs  it  appears  to  have  been  their  intention,  which  the 
committee  cannot  but  approve  to  avoid  all  difcuffion  of  the  territorial 
rights  of  individual  Hates,  and  only  to  recommend  and  accept  a  ceflion 
of  their  claims  whatsoever  they  might  be,  to  vacant  territory.  Your 
committee  conceive  this  condition  of  a  guarantee,  to  be  either  unne- 
ceffary  or  unreafonable  ;  inafmuch  as,  if  the  land  above-mentioned  is 
really  the  property  of  the  Hate  of  Virginia,  it  is  fufficiently  fecured  by 
the  confederation,  and  if  it  is  not  the  property  of  that  Hate,  there  is  no 
reafon  or  confideration  for  fuch  guarantee. 

Your  committee  therefore  upon  the  whole  recommend,  that  if  the 
legiflatuie  of  Virginia  make  a  ceflion  conformable  to  this  report,  Con¬ 
grefs  accept  fuch  ceflion. 

On  the  queHion  to  agree  to  this  report,  the  veas  and  navs  being'  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Howell, 


North-Car  olina , 
South -Carolina, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpsbi  re , 

Mr.  Foster , 

no 

)>  * 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay' 

Rhode -Island, 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

ay 

ay 

Vay 

Mr.  Ellery , 

\  ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Howell , 

ay\ 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 

ay  \ 

•  ay 

New-York , 

Mr.  B .  Huntington , 

ay  \ 

Mr.  Duane , 

ay  ( 

;  ay 

New- Jersey, 

Mr.  L'  Hommedicu, 

ciy[ 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

720  ( 

-  no 

Mr.  Clark , 

720  5 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

j 

720 

qyj 

ray 

Alary  land, 

Mr.  Carroll , 

720  } 

-  no 

Virginia , 

Mr.  AF Henry, 

720  J 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 

0'  1 

Mr.  Bland, 

°y ! 

>ay 

ay 


*•  ay 


ivir.  l_.ee,  ay 

Mr.  Mercer ,  ay  j 

Mr.  Hawkins ,  ay 

Mr.  Williamson ,  ay 

Mr.  Rutledge ,  ay'' 

Mr.  Read ,  ay 

Mr.  Beresford ,  no 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Rut¬ 
ledge  and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  wrere  referred  certain  papers  re fpe&ing 
the  mutiny  of  a  part  of  the  continental  troops  of  the  Pennfylvania  line  : 
Congrefs  agreed  to  the  following  a  &  and  refolutions. 

Fbe  United  States  m  Congress  assembled. 

To  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  (hall  come  be  feen  or  made  known, 

fend  greeting  : 

WHEREAS  at  a  general  court-martial,  whereof  brigadier-gene- 
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ral  John  Patterfon  was  prcfident,  lately  held  near  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  the  hate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  trial  of  perfons  promo- 
ting  or  concerned  in  the  late  mutiny  of  part  of  the  Pennfylvania  line 
of  continental  troops,  Rationed  at  LancaRer,  and  in  the  barracks  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  faid  Rate,  GhnRian  Nagle  and  John 
Morrifon,  late  ferjeants  in  the  3d  Pennfylvania  regiment,  were  leve- 
rally  charged  with,  and  convicted  of  a  breach  of  the  3d  article  of  the 
2d  fe&ion  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  by  award  of  faid  court, 
were  feverally  fentenced  to  fuffer  death.  And  whereas  alfo,  gunner 
Lilly  and  drummer  Horn,  of  the  4th  or  Pennfylvania  artillery,  and 
Thomas  Flowers  and  William  Carman,  foldiers  in  the  faid  3d  Penn¬ 
fylvania  regiment,  were  feverally  charged  with,  and  convicted  of  a 
breach  of  the  faid  article  and  fedtion  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
and  by  award  of  the  faid  court,  were  feverally  fentenced  to  receive 
corporal  punifhment.  And  whereas  the  faid  prifoners  appear  not  to 
have  been  principals  in  the  faid  mutiny,  and  no  lives  having  been  loR, 
nor  any  deRruCtion  of  property  committed  ;  now  know  ye,  that  of  fpe- 
cial  grace  and  mere  motion,  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority 
veRed  by  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  have  thought  fit  to  pardon  and  remit, 
and  by  thefe  prefents  do  grant,  a  full,  tree  and  abfolute  pardon  and 
remiflion  to  the  faid  Chrifiian  Nagle,  John  Morrifon,  gunner  Lilly, 
drummer  Horn,  Thomas  Flowers  and  William  Carman,  and  each  of 
them,  of  all  judgments  or  fentences  of  death,  or  other  corporal  punifh¬ 
ment,  pains  or  penalties  whatfoever  given  or  awarded  by  the  laid 
general  court-martial :  And  we  do  RriCtly  charge  and  command,  all 
and  lingular  our  officers,  civil  and  military,  to  furceafe  from  longer 
molefiation  or  iraprifonment  of  the  faid  Chrifiian  Nagle,  John  Morri¬ 
fon,  gunner  Lilly,  drummer  Horn,  Thomas  Flowers  and  William  Car¬ 
man  ;  and  do  further  will  and  require,  that  they  feverally  from  hence¬ 
forth  go  free  and  acquit  of  their  feveral  convictions,  judgments  and 
fentences  aforefaid. 

Done  in  Congrefs  this  13th  day  of  September,  1783. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fentences  of  the  court-martial  acquitting  captain 
Chriftie,  captain  Symonds  and  lieutenant  HuRon,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  confirmed. 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  major-general 
Robert  Howe,  for  the  prudence  and  propriety  with  which  he  executed 
the  enquiry  into  the  late  mutiny  of  a  part  of  the  Pennfylvania  line  of 
continental  troops. 

Mon  DAT,  September  15,  1783. 

On  the  report  from  the  fecretary  at  war  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  com  million  of  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  be  iffued  to  major  Murnan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carroll,  feconded  by  Mr.  A! 4 Henry, 

Resolved ,  That  general  Walhington  have  accels  to  the  fecrct  papers 
of  Congrefs,  under  the  fame  injuncti-  ns  as  members. 

On  the  report  of  the  agent  of  marine,  to  whom  was  referred  a  me¬ 
morial  from  John  Jordan,  James  M4Kinfey  and  Joleph  Bruffel,  Con¬ 
grefs  came  to  the  following  refolution,  by  the  vote  of  nine  Rates. 
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Whereas  John  Jordan,  James  M4Kinfey  and  Jofeph  Bruffel,  ordi¬ 
nary  Teamen  belonging  to  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  have  loft 
their  limbs  in  aftion,  on  board  the  fhip  Bonne  Homme  Richard,  com¬ 
manded  by  captain  John  Paul  Jones,  on  the  23d  day  of  September, 
1779,  lighting  under  the  American  flag. 

Resolved ,  That  the  laid  John  Jordan,  James  M;Kinfey  and  Jofeph 
Bruffel,  be  allowed  for  their  fupport,  40  dollars  per  annum  each,  to  be 
paid  quarterly,  and  to  commence  from  the  time  their  pay  ceafed  in  the 
navy,  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

Tuesday ,  September  16,  1783. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  con¬ 
fiding  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Fofler,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  report  on  a  letter  of  the  l  1th  of  July  1  aft,  from  the  le~ 
gillature  of  Maffachufetts,  and  the  firA  part  being  amended  fo  as  to 
read, 

That  after  the  fir  A  Monday  in  November  next,  the  eftablifhment 
and  falaries  of  all  officers  in  the  marine  department,  excepting  the 
agent  of  marine,  fliall  terminate  and  ceafe  ;  and  that  from  and  after 
the  faid  firft  day  of  November  next,  dollars  per  annum,  fhall 

be  allowed  to  the  agent  of  marine,  for  managing  the  bufinefs  of  that 
department,  and  for  payment  of  the  clerks  and  contingent  expenfes  of 
the  office  :  He  fliall  appoint  and  remove  at  pleafure  all  perfons  em¬ 
ployed  under  him,  and  be  refponfible  for  their  condudA  in  office. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words,  u  excepting  the  agent  of  marine  And  on  the 
queflion,  fhall  thofe  words  fland  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New-  Ha  m p  shire, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut , 
New-Tork, 

Nevo- Jersey , 
Maryland , 

Virginia, 

North -Carolina , 
South-Carolina , 

So  the  queflion  was  loft, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Hoi  ten, 

Mr.  Higginson , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S,  Huntington ,  ay 
Mr.  B.  Huntington,  ay  y 
Mr.  Duane ,  ay  } 

Mr.  V Hommedieu,  ay  y 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  M* Henry, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 


no 


ay 
no 
no 
no 
ayl 
ay  lay 
no  J 
ay" 

ay 
ay 


divided « 


ay 

ay 

divided . 


ay 


ay 


ay 


and  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 
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Wednesday,  September  17,  1783. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  Congrefs  at  all  times,  but  more  efpecially 
When  their  condiments  are  expofed  to  heavy  taxes,  and  the  finances 
o-reatly  embarratfed,  to  embrace  every  opportunity  to  introduce  (Eco¬ 
nomy  in  the  public  expenditures.  And  whereas  fince  a  return  oi  the 
ble (Tings  of  peace,  not  only  the  bufmefs  of  many  of  the  officers  on  the 
domeftic  civil  lilt  is  decreafed,  but  the  charge  oi  their  fubfiftence  is 
greatly  moderated.  And  whereas  by  a  change  of  fyftem  in  conducting 
the  affairs  of  the  United  States,  at  foreign  courts,  great  lavings  may 


-be  alio  made  to  the  public.  .  r  ,  . 

Resolved  therefore,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  conhder  what 

reductions  may  be  made  in  the  civil  lift,  and  to  report  fpecially  on  each 
department. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  confifl  of  five.  1 

Ordered ,  That  the  firfl  part  of  the  report  which  was  under  confider- 
ation  yeRerday,  fo  far  as  refpects  the  civil  lift,  be  referred  to  the  laid 


committee.  r  r 

Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  Oi  the  com¬ 
mittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  on  a  letter  of  the  1  1th  July, 
from  the  legiflature  of  Maffachufetts,  which  is  in  the  following  words  : 

Whereas  the  legiflatures,  as  well  as  the  citizens  of  ieveral  Rates, 
are  oppofed  to  the  allowance  of  halt-pay  to  officers  of  the  army,  and 
alfo  to  the  commutation,  made  by  an  adt  of  Congrefs  of  22d  Maich 
laR  ;  and  it  is  the  requeff  of  the  delegates  of  fueh  Rates,  that  the  le¬ 
giflatures  thereof  may  have  an  opportunity  of  effecting  a  compiomiie 
with  the  officers  of  their  refpedive  lines,  and  of  enabling  them  to  re¬ 
tain  the  affection  and  eReem  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  be  direded  to  tranfmit  to  the 
legiflatures  of  the  Rates  of  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Provi¬ 
dence  Plantations,  and  of  fuch  other  Rates  as  may  apply  for  the  fame, 
a  lifl  of  the  officers  belonging  to  fuch  Rates  refpectively,  to  whom  half¬ 
pay  or  the  commutation  has  been  promifed  by  Congrefs,  and  of  the 
fums  to  thofe  officers  feverally  due,  fpecifying  particularly  the  arreara¬ 
ges  of  their  pay,  clothing  and  rations,  to  the  lRof  Januai  y  laR,  and  the 
amount  of  the  commutation  ;  in  order  that  the  faid  legiflatures,  if  they 
fhall  deem  it  expedient,  may  reward  the  iervices  oi  the  laid  oihceis, 
in  a  way  that  fhall  be  mutually  agreeable  to  them. 

That  the  public  fecurities  which  have  been  or  may  be  iffued  to  the 
faid  officers,  for  their  arrearages  or  commutation,  and  which  in  conle- 
quence  of  a  compromife  may  by  them  be  afligned  to  their  refpedive 
Rates,  fhall  be  received  by  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  from  fuch 
Rates,  in  payment  of  requifitions  of  Congrefs  :  provided  that  luch  of¬ 
ficers  as  may  not  accept  the  propofals  of  their  refpe&ive  Rates,  for 
rewarding  their  fervices  aforefaid,  fhall  be  neverthelefs  entitled  to  the 
commutation,  and  every  other  emolument  granted  them  by  adts  oi 
Congrefs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Condidl,  to 
ffrike  out  the  words,  u  provided  that  fuch  officers,  See.”  to  the  end  : 
And  on  the  queflion,  fhall  thofe  words  Rand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
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New- Ha  m  psh  ire 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-Yorky 
New-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania) 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

Nortb-Carolinay 
South -Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry y 
Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Higginsony 
Mr.  Elleryy 
Mr.  How  ell  y 
Mr.  Huntingtony 
Mr.  5.  Huntington . 
Mr.  Duaney 
Mr.  L'  Hommedieuy 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clarky 
Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Fitzsimmonsy 
Mr.  Montgomery y 
Mr.  Carr  oily 
Mr.  M'* Henry y 
Mr.  J  ones, 

Mr.  Mad  is  oily 
Mr.  Blandy 
Mr.  Haw  kins  y 
Mr.  JVilliamsony 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative 


A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
after  the  words  a  in  payment  of  requifitions  of  Congrefs,”  to  add,  “  not 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  public  debt  And 
on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New  -  Ha  mpsbirey 
Massacbusettsy 


Rbode-Islandy 

Connecticuty 

New-Yorky 

Ncw-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania) 

Maryland , 

Virginiay 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerryy 
Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Higginsony 
Mr.  Elltryy 
Mr.  How  ell  y 
Mr.  i S'.  Huntingtony 
Mr.  B •  Huntingtony 
Mr.  Duaney 
Mr.  L* Hommedieuy 
Mr.  Boudi  Hot y 
Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Fitzsimmonsy 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Car  roily 
Mr.  Henry y 

Mr.  JoneSy 
Mr.  Madisony 
Mr.  Blandy 


* 

ay 
ay 
ay 


’  r 

:} 


ay 


no 

ay 

ay 

ay 

no 

ay 

ay 

ay 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 


1 


divided % 
ay 

divided • 
ay 

no 

no 

no 
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Nartb-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolir.a, 


Mr.  Hawkins , 

no 

Mr.  Williamson , 

no 

Mr.  Leofi, 

no 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

ay 

\ 


net 

divided • 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


w 


Thursday,  September  18,  1783. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  which  was  under 
debate  yederday,  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by- 
Mr.  Hawkins,  to  ftrike  out  the  words,  “  the  legiflatures  as  well  as  the 
citizens  of  feveral  dates,”  and  to  infert  in  lieu  thereof,  “  it  appears 
from  the  letter  of  the  11th  July,  1783,  from  the  legiflature  of  the  date 
of  Maffachufetts,  that  the  legiflature  of  that  ftate  And  on  the  quel- 
tion  to  agree  to  that  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Gerry, 


New- Ha  mps  hirey 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode -Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-York , 
New-Jerscyy 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North -Carolina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Higginsony 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 
Mr.  B.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L' Hommedieu , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  McHenry , 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland} 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresford , 


^  ?  divided . 

ay  f*  * 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  divifion  of  the  queftion  was  called  for  ;  and  on  the  queftion  to 
a^rce  to  the  report,  (including  the  preamble)  as  far  as  the  word  “  pro¬ 
vided,”  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New-Hampshirey 

Mr.  Foster , 

}> 

Massachusettsy 

Mr.  Gerryy 

qyl 

Mr.  Holten, 

qy  V 

Mr.  Higginsony 

Rhode -Islandy 

Mr.  Ellery, 

qy? 

Mr.  Howell , 
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\ 


Connecticut 


Mr.  S.  Huntington , 
Mr.  B.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark , 


He  'll'  -York 


Mew-Jersey , 


Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr.  Condict, 

,  Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

»  _  * 


North-Carolina , 


Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Z,ee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 


no 


ay 


ina,  Mr.  Hawkins , 


no  > 

>  n 

no  ^ 

no  } 

>  n$ 

no  $ 


Soutb-Carolina 


Mr.  Willi  amson, 
Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


So  the  queftion  was  loft, 

A  queftion  being  taken  on  the  latter  part,  palled  in  the  negative, 

Cong  re  Is  then  relumed  the  conftderation  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee,  conlifting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr,  A.  Lee  and  Mr.  S.  Huntington, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  1  1th  July  laft,  from  the  legifla- 
ture  of  MafTachufetts,  which  is  in  the  words  following  : 

“  That  the  fubjecls  of  complaint  in  the  faid  letter  are,  the  grant  of 
half-pay  for  life  to  the  officers  of  the  army  ;  the  commutation  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  faid  officers  of  five  years  whole  pay,  in  lieu  of  the  faid  half¬ 
pay  ;  and  the  falaries  allowed  to  the  civil  officers  of  Congrefs. 

The  half-pay,  your  committee  obferve,  was  granted  at  a  critical 
period  of  the  war,  when  our  finances  were  embarrafled,  our  credit  im¬ 
paired,  our  army  diftrelled,  the  officers  difeontented,  and  relignations 
lb  general,  as  to  threaten  the  dilTolution  of  a  corps  on  whofe  military- 
experience  the  public  fafety,in  the  judgment  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
greatly  depended. 

The  firft  grant  was  limited  to  feven  years,  but  not  being  deemed 
fatisfa&ory  to  the  army,  the  evil  of  refignations  continued  to  prevail 
to  l'o  alarming  a  degree,  as  to  require  a  more  effectual  remedy  ;  and 
the  grant  of  half-pay  to  the  officers  was  extended  for  life.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  are  perfuaded  that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained,  but  that  Con¬ 
grefs  were  of  opinion,  that  this  provilion  was  alone  competent,  if  it 
was  not  the  only  one  at  that  time  in  their  power,  to  eftablifh  a  mili¬ 
tary  force  capable  of  oppofing  the  dangers  with  which  the  United 
States  were  then  furrounded.  That  although  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  any  meafure  has  been  adopted  by  Congrefs,  which  has  given  un- 
eafinefs  to  the  legiflature  or  the  citizens  of  the  MafTachufetts  ;  yet 
experience  has  (hewn  how  efientially  that  provifion  in  queftion  has 
contributed  to  the  {lability  of  the  army,  to  its  perfection  in  difeipline, 
to  the  vigor  and  deciiion  of  its  operations,  and  to  thole  brilliant  fuc- 
ceftes  which  have  haftened  the  bleffings  of  a  fafe  and  honorable  peace. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  further  to  obferve,  that  from  an  earned 
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a-fire  to  give  fatirfaftion  to  fuch  of  the  Rates  as  expreffed  a  diflike  to 

the  half-pay  eRablilhment,  a  fum  in  grofs  was  propofed  by  Congre  s, 
and  accepted  by  the  officers,  as  an  equivalent,  for  their  halt-pay.  i  hat 
your  committal  are  informed,  that  fuch  equivalent  was  after  ained 
on  eRabliffied  principles  which  are  acknowledged  to  be  juft,  and  adopt¬ 
ed  in  fimilar  cafes  t  but  that  if  the  objeftions  againR  the  commu¬ 
tation  were  ever  fo  valid,  yet  as  it  is  not  now  under  the  arbitration  of 
Congrefs,  but  an  aft  conRitutionally  and  finally  adopted,  and  tue  na¬ 
tional  faith  pledged  to  carry  it  into  effeft,  they  could  not  he  taken 

into  confideration.  .  .  .  ,  r  , 

With  regard  to  the  falaries  of  civil  officers  it  may  be  obferved,  that 

the  neceffaries  of  life  have  been  very  high  during  the  war  :  hence  it 
has  happened  that  even  the  falaries  complained  of,  have  not  been  found 
fufficient  to  induce  perfons  properly  qualified,  to  accept  of  many  im¬ 
portant  offices,  and  the  public  buiinefs  is  left  undone.  # 

Your  committee  are  neverthelefs  of  opinion,  that  lince  the  ceiiation 
of  hoftilities,  the  expenfes  of  living  is  moderated,  and  that  a  confider- 

able  reduction  may  be  made  in  the  civil  lift. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M’Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
to  commit  the  report :  And  on  the  queftion  for4committing,  the  yeas 

.  .  .  •  1  1  TV  /T  TT  _li _ _ 


New-Hampshire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

no  ^  * 

Massachusetts , 

no  I 

Mr.  Molten , 

no  > 

no 

• 

Mr.  Higginson , 

ay) 

Rhode-Islandy 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ay? 

divided. 

Mr.  Howelly 

no  y 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 

ay\ 

ay 

Mr.  B.  Huntington , 

ay  5 

New-York , 

Mr.  Duane , 

ay 

Mr.  L’Hommedieu , 

fly  5 

Ncw-Jersey, 

fiVTr.  Boudinot , 

ay] 

Mr.  Clark , 

ay 

>ay 

Mr.  Condict , 

no  J 

\ 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

fly  ? 

; 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

5 

Maryland , 

Mr.  M' Henry, 

qy 

r-  * 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jones , 

qy"' 

i 

Mr.  Madison , 

ay 

Mr.  Bland , 

ay 

>ny 

Mr.  Lee , 

ay 

Mr.  Mercer , 

ay „ 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

fly  < 

j  ay 

Mr.  Williamson , 

South-Car  olinay 

Mr.  Read% 

qy 

$  °y 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

qy 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Fridat ,  September  19,  1783. 

The  committee,  confiding  ot  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Mercer  awd  Mf« 
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Sr  of  the  TSh  T  ,  "1  l  T"  °f the  on  the  Jet- 

a  ,l  t  ,  •!  y’  tr°,m  the  IeSlflature  of  MalTachufetts,  brought 
4  27’.  "  h.ch  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  the  following  pa- 
ragraph  being  under  debate:  “  And  refignations  fo  genera!  as  to 

1  Mat?fthe  d.lffolutlon  of  a  corps,  on  whofe  military  experience  the 
pended?’  ^  ■>udSment  of  the  commander  in  chief,  greatly  de- 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery  to 

aras*  -  •*  in  S” 


And  on  the  queftion,  fhall  thofe  words  (land 
mg  required  by  Mr.  M‘Henry, 


the  yeas  and  nays  be- 


New- Ha  mpsb  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 


Rhode-Islancl , 
Connecticut , 
New -Tor  k , 
New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Iiiggi  ns  on , 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S,  Huntington , 


Mr.  B,  Huntington ,  ay 


North-Car  olina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L'  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Fitzs  immons, 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  AF  Henry, 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawk  ins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 


Z  }  fated* 


Mr.  Read , 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  coniideration  of  t tie  paragraph  in  which  is  the  following  fen* 
tence  :  u  But  it  the  objections  again  It  the  commutation  were  ever  fo 
great,  yet  as  it  is  not  now  under  the  arbitration  of  Congrefs,  but  an 
ad  conffitutionally  and  finally  adopted,”  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  CondiCt,  to  ftrike  out  the  words,  confti- 
tutionally  and:”  And  on  the  queftion,  (ball  thofe  words  (land?  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland, 


New-  Ha  mpshi  re, 
Massachusetts , 


Rbode-lsland, 


Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten,  . 
Mr.  Higginson . 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 


?  divided . 
nay 
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Connecticut , 
New-York , 
New- Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North -Carolina, 


Mr.  £.  Huntington , 
Mr.  i?.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  Ly  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 


no 


divided . 


ay 

divided . 


ay 


South-Car  ohna, 


Mr. 

So  the  quedion  was  lod,  and  the  words  weie  diuck  out. 

SaTurdat,  September  20,  1783. 


* 


Gongrefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  a  committee,  confid¬ 
ing  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Mr* 
A.  Lee,  to  whom  were  referred  indru£tions  to  the  delegates  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  the  fame  being  read  as  follows  : 

“  That  the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania  be  informed,  in  anfwer  to 
the  requed  of  the  delegates  of  that  date,  in  confequence  of  mdiudfions 
from  the  faid  legiflature  of  the  13th  ind.  that  Gongrefs  have  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  a  conference  being  held  on  behalf  of  the  date  of  Pennlylva- 
nia,  with  the  Indians,  on  their  borders,  refpeaing  a  purchafe  to  be 
made  by  and  at  the  expenfe  of  the  faid  date,  of  lands  within  the  li¬ 
mits  thereof ;  provided  no  engagements  relative  to  peace  or  war  with 
the  faid  Indians,  be  entered  into  by  the  faid  date,  the  power  of  hold-, 
ing  treaties  on  this  lubjedf,  being  veded  by  the  confederation,  folely 
in  the  United  States  in  Gongrefs  affembled.  And  alio  provided,  that 
due  notice  of  fuch  meeting  be  given  to  the  executive  of  Virginia  and 
New-York,  who  {hall  have  it  in  their  option  to  fend  commidioners  to 
the  faid  conference. ” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  that  the 
farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  podponed  until  d  hurfday  next  : 
And  on  the  quedion  for  podponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New-Hampshi  re, 

Mr.  Foster , 

ay  )> 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

wi 

Mr.  Flolten , 

ay  V, 

Mr.  Higgins  on, 

ay} 

Rhode-lsland , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ay') 

Mr.  Howell , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 

no  7 

Mr.  B,  Huntington , 

ayS 

New-York, 

Mr,  Duane, 

no  7 

Mr.  Ly  Hommedieu, 

ayS 

,.  VIII. 

M  2 

* 


ay 


ay 


divide  d0 


divided - 
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New-Jerseyy 

Mr.  Boudinoty 

no 

Mr.  Clarky 

no 

Mr.  Condicty 

ay 

Pennsylvaniay 

Mr.  Fitzsimmonsy 

no 

«r.  •  « 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

no 

Virgin  iay 

Mr.  Jonesy 

no 

Mr.  Madisony 

no 

Mr.  Mercery 

no 

North-Car  olinay 

Mr.  HawkinSy 

no 

Mr.  Williamson , 

no 

South-Car  olinay 

Mr.  Ready 

no 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

The  report  having  been  then  amended,  To  as  to  read, 

“  That  Congrefs  have  no  objeaion  to  a  conference  being  held  on 
behalf  of  the  ftate  of  Pennsylvania,  with  the  Indians,  on  their  borders, 
for  the  lole  purpoie  ot  making  a  purchafe  by  and  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
faid  ftate,  of  lands  within  the  limits  thereof;  provided  that  due  no¬ 
tice  of  fnch  meeting  be  given  to  the  executives  of  Virginia  and  New. 
Notk,  who  fl  1  all  have  it  in  their  option  to  fend  cominillioners  to  the 
faid  conference.” 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Higginfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
farther  to  amend  the  report,  by  adding  after  the  words  “  thereof,” 
the  following  words  :  “  After  terms  of  accommodation  fliall  have  been 
agreed  on  between  the  United  States  and  thofe  Indians:”  And  on 
the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  beiim-  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Gerry,  '  ° 


New-  Ha  mpsb  ire 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-Tork , 

New- Jersey ) 

Pennsylvania , 
Virginia , 

North -Car  olinay 
South-Car  olina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  How  ell y 
Mr.  N.  Huntington , 
Mr.  B.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’Hommedieu , 
Mr.  Boudinoty 
Mr.  Clarky 
Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  JoneSy 
Mr.  Mad  is  oriy 
Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  HawkinSy 
Mr.  Williamsoiiy 
Mr.  Read , 


* 


■  ay 
ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

no 

no 

ay 

* 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  divifionof  the  queftion  on  the  report  was  then  called  for  ;  and  on 
the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  report  as  amended,  fo  far  as  the  provifo, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Fitzlimmons, 
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Nero -Ha  mpsb  ir 

e,  Mr.  Foster) 

no 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry) 

no 

Mr.  Holten , 

no 

Mr.  HigginsoU) 

no 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery) 

no 

Mr.  Howell) 

no 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 

ay 

Mr.  B.  Huntington , 

ay 

New -York) 

Mr.  Duane) 

ay 

Mr.  L' HommedieU) 

ay 

New- Jersey) 

Mr.  Bouclinot) 

ay 

Mr.  Clark) 

ay 

Mr.  Condi ct) 

ay 

Pennsylvania) 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

ay 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

ay 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll) 

no 

Virginia , 

Mr.  JoneS) 

ay 

/ 

Mr.  Madisoii) 

ay 

Mr.  Mercer , 

ay 

Nortb-Carolina 

,  Mr.  Hawkins , 

ay 

Mr.  Williamson , 

ay 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Bead) 

ay 

So  the  quedion  was 

lod. 

* 


no 


no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
in  the  words  following : 

Whereas  the  delegates  of  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  have  laid  be¬ 
fore  Congrefs,  a  refolution  of  the  legidature  of  Pennfylvania,  in  the 
words  following  : 

State  of  Pennsylvania ,  in  General  Assembly 5  Friday  Sept .  12,  1783,  A*M . 

The  committee  appointed  yeflerday,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the 
report  of  the  committee,  on  the  fubjedt  of  holding  a  conference  with 
the  fupreme  executive  council,  refpedting  the  lands  appropriated 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfylvania  line,  made  report,  which  was  read  ; 
and  on  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  the  fecond 
time,  and  adopted  as  follows,  viz. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  a  committee,  on  the  fubjeid 
of  a  conference  to  be  held  with  the  fupreme  executive  council,  re- 
fpe&ing  the  lands  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfylvania  line, 
was  re-committed,  with  indruftions  to  report  to  this  houfe,  the  befl 
and  mod  expeditious  mode  for  removing  the  obdruttions  to  the  fur- 
veying  of  the  faid  lands,  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  they  have  deliberately  confidered  the  important  bufinefs  fub- 
mitted  to  them,  with  the  very  intereding  confequences  which  it  in¬ 
volves  :  they  find  that  the  foie  obdrudtion  to  laying  off  the  before- 
mentioned  land,  originates  in  the  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  who  claim 
a  right  to  the  territory  in  quedion,  and  will  not  peaceably  fuffer  it 
to  be  occupied  or  difpofed  of  without  receiving,  according  to  uniform 
practice,  fince  the  earliefl  fettlement  of  the  date,  a  confideration  for 
the  fame. 

Your  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  that  a  purebafe  from  the 
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original  claimants  is  the  mod  dignified,  humane,  expeditious  and  eco¬ 
nomical  mode  by  which  this  houfe  can  enable  the  furveyor-general  to 
lay  off  and  iurvey  the  laid  didrirt.  And  they  beg  leave  further  to 
obferve,  that  although  the  articles  of  the  confederation  do  not  by  any 
means  explicitly  re  drift  this  houfe  from  entering  on  this  bufinefs  in¬ 
dependent  of  Congrefs,  yet  being  deeply  imprelTed  with  the  delicacy  of 
touching  any  fubjeft  of  federal  relation,  but  with  the  mod  deliberate 
caution  ;  and  as  the  letter  of  a  claufe  in  the  9th  feftion  appears  to 
involve  a  doubt,  they  think  proper  to  fubmit  the  following  refolu- 
tion  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  following  indruftions  be  forwarded  without  de¬ 
lay  to  our  delegates  in  Congrefs,  with  injundions  to  them,  to  procure 
as  expeditioully  as  podible,  and  tranfmit  to  this  houfe,  the  lenfe  of 
Congrefs  on  the  fubjed. 

Extrad  from  the  minutes, 

Peter  Z.  Lloyd,  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

And  the  faid  delegates  having  alfo  laid  before  Congrefs  an  indruc- 
tion  from  the  faid  legillature,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

State  of  Pennsylvania ,  in  General  Assembly ,  September  12,  1783. 

/ 

GENTLEMEN, 

YOU  are  hereby  indruded  to  lay  before  Congrefs  the  peculiar  litu- 
ation  of  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  which  renders  a  conference  with 
the  Indian  nations  that  live  adjoining  to  our  frontiers,  at  this  time 
necefTary. 

The  general  aflemhly  of  this  commonwealth,  by  their  refolve  of  the 
7th  of  March,  A.  1).  1780,  promifed  certain  donations  of  land  to  be 
laid  off  to  their  officers  and  loldiers  at  the  end  of  the  war  ;  and  have 
iince  that  time,  by  a  particular  law,  appropriated  the  lands  belonging 
to  this  date,  wedward  of  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny  rivers,  for  that 
purpofc,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  redeeming  the  certificates  of  deprecia¬ 
tion. 

The  time  is  now  come  when  juftice  mud  be  done  to  our  officers  and 
foldiers,  as  well  refpeding;  the  faid  lands  as  their  certificates  of  depre¬ 
ciation. 

The  cudom  of  Pennfylvania  has  always  been  to  purchafe  the  right 
of  pod'effion  from  the  Indian  natives,  as  being  more  confonant  to  judice, 
and  lefs  expenfive  than  force.  This,  however,  cannot  be  done  with¬ 
out  fome  convention  or  conference  with  the  Indians  for  that  purpofe. 

Although  this  bulinefs  may  be  faid  driftly  to  regard  only  the  in¬ 
ternal  police  of  Pennlylvania,  and  the  conference  propofed  does  not 
extend  to  any  defeription  of  men  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  nor  regard  any  of  the  great  objects  of  peace  or  war  ;  yet  our  high 
refpeft  for  the  confederation,  determines  us  to  lay  open  the  whole  de~ 
{ign  of  the  date  to  Congrefs. 

Sendble  likewife  as  we  are,  that  the  whole  expenfe  of  this  particu¬ 
lar  bulinefs  mud  red  with  Pennfylvania;  yet  perhaps  the  wifdom  of 
Congrefs  may  improve  this  conference  to  the  general  benefit  of  the 
union. 

We  wifii  you  to  ufe  all  reafonablc  expedition  in  this  matter  ;  and 
hope  the  meafures  we  are  taking  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  PennfyL 
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vania  line,  will  meet  with  the  ready  concurrence  and  approbation  ot 

the  great  council  of  the  nation.  r 

By  order  of  the  houle, 

Fred.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Speaker . 

The  honorable  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania  be  informed  in  an- 
f\ver  to  the  faid  reprefentation,  that  as  loon  as  an  agreement  fhall  hav^ 
tahen  place  for  the  ceffation  of  hoftilities  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Indians  engaged  on  the  fide  of  the  Brit.fh,  in  the  prolecut.on 
of  the  war,  (for  which,  meafures  are  now  under  f 
will  cheerfully  confent  to  the  negociation  propoted  by  the  laid  - 
lature,  for  the^purchafe  of  the  Indian  claim  to  lands  within  the  limits 

<>f  On  the^ueftion  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being'  required  by  Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Gerry , 


New- Ha  mpsbi  re, 
Massachusetts 


Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -York , 
Ncvj-Jersejj 

Pennsylvania , 


Maryland , 
Tirginia , 


V' 


North  Carolina) 
South- Carolina) 


Mr. 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Higginson , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Z.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Z)  uane, 

Mr.  L’ HommedieU) 
Mr.  Boudinot) 

Mr.  Clark) 

Mr.  Condict) 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Carroll) 

Mr.  Jones) 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  HawkinS) 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Reads 


ay 


ay 


'vide  d- 


nv 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

MondaT)  September  22,  1783. 

Mr.  James  Tilton,  a  delegate  lor  the  ftate  of  Delawai e,  aii^ncleo, 
and  took  his  feat. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  confid¬ 
ing  of  Mr.  William fon,  Mr.  Holten  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  was 
referred  an  application  from  the  delegates  of  Rhode-Illand  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved)  That  application  be  immediately  made  to  the  minifters  of 
the  United  States  now  in  France,  to  know  whether  they  have  received 
any  information  concerning  the  capture  ol  the  fchooner  Good  Fortune, 
of  which  George  Hardwick  was  m after,  and  of  her  being  condemned 
at  Gape  Francois,  on  the  4th  day  of  November  laft  j  and  what  Anther 
fteps,  if  any  have  been  taken,  on  that  fubjedl. 


274 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


Hie  grand  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Toiler,  Mr.  Holten  Mr 
f; l5"'«  M 1  ■  Uuane,  Mr.  Condifl,  Mr.  MonWoiJ,.  M 

t  ^orcllnance  prohibiting  the  fettlement  and  purchafe  of  cer 

SLS*>r  ,Ti’o,“d  u”  **  «f  *  . . A  wS:s«ed ;; 

Ay  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

A  P  R  OCLAMATI  O  N. 

7V  "ER1^VS,hy  Vle  9th  of  ttle  articl«  of  confederation,  it  is  amonsr 
other  tilings  declared,  that  “  the  United  States  in  Congref  affemtTd 

have  the  lole  and  excluf.ve  right  and  power  of  regulating  die  trade 

and  managing  all  affairs  with  the  Indians,  not  members  of  any  of  the 

fta  es,  provided  that  the  legiflative  right  of  any  Hate,  within  its  own 

die' welfare'1  of  I  'lf  7  „v,ol:Ued-”  A»d  whereas  it  is  effential  to 
tlie  welfare  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  neceffary  for  the  mainte 

nance  of  harmony  and  fnendftiip  with  the  Indians,  not  members  of 
any  of  the  dates,  that  all  caufe  of  quarrel  or  complaint  between  hem 
and  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  (hould  be  removed  and  pre 
vented;  therefore  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  have 
bought  proper  to  iffue  their  proclamation,  and  they  do  hereby  pro 
hibit  and  forbid  all  perfons  from  making  fettlements  on  lands  inhabited 
or  claimed  by  Indians,  without  the  limits  or  jurifdidion  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  Rate,  and  from  purchaf.ng  or  receiving  any  gift  or  ceffion  of 

,  ;'7  °Jt  da‘mS  l':ithoutr  exprefs  authority  and  diredions  of 
thu  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled. 

me^tnClifriS  ’"'T''"  deC‘ar*d’  that  eveiT  Rich  purchafe  or  fettle- 
ment,  6i  t  or  ce.lion,  not  having  the  authority  aforefaid,  is  null  and 

voit ,  and  that  no  right  or  title  will  accrue  in  confequence  of  any  fuch 
purchafe,  gift,  cefiion  or  fettlement.  ^ 

Done  in  Congrefs,  at  Princeton,  this  22d  day  of  September,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  1783,  and  of  our  fovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence  the  eighth. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  con- 
fiffing. of  Mr  Duane  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  M‘Henry,  Mr.  Huntington, 

1  feteid’  Mu  ^  lllon  and  Madifon,  appointed  to  confider  what  iu- 
nldidion  may  be  proper  for  Congrefs  in  the  place  of  their  permanent 
reiidence  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  report  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  home. 

Resolved,  That  on  Thurfday  next,  Congrefs  be  refolved  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  above  report. 

Tuesday,  September  23,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolution  of  the  1 3th  inft.  refpedintr 
major-general  R.  Howe,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chiefl 
and  that  the  general  be  requefled  to  f.gnify  to  the  officers  and  fol- 
rliers  of  the  detachment  under  the  command  of  general  Howe,  that 
Congrefs  aie  well  fatisfied  with  the  promptitude  and  alacrity  they  dif- 
r.overed  in  executing  the  fervice  on  which  they  were  employed. 
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Thursdat ,  September  25,  1783. 

At  the  reqtieft  of  Mr.  Holten,  a  delegate  for  the  Rate  of  Malta- 
chufetts,  the  letter  of  the  1  1th  July,  1783,  from  the  legiflature  of  that 
date,  was  entered  on  the  journal  as  follows  : 

u  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts . 

Bodon,  July  11,  1783. 

SIR, 

THE  addrefs  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  has  been 
received  by  the  legiflature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Maffachuletts ; 
and  while  they  confider  themfeives  as  bound  in  duty  to  give  Congrefs 
the  highed  affurance,  that  no  meafures  confident  with  their  circum- 
ffances,  and  the  conffitution  of  this  government  and  the  federal  union, 
dial!  remain  unattempted  by  them,  to  furnifh  thole  fupplies  which  juf- 
tice  demands,  and  which  are  neceffary  to  fupport  the  credit  and  honor 
of  the  United  States  ;  they  find  themfeives  under  a  neceffity  of  ad- 
dreffing  Congrefs,  in  regard  to  the  fubjedt  of  the  half-pay  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  army,  and  the  propofed  commutation  thereof ;  with  fome 
other  matters  of  a  limilar  nature  which  produce  among  the  people  of 
this  commonwealth  the  greated  concern  and  unealinefs,  and  involve 
the  legiflature  thereof  in  no  fmall  embarralfments. 

The  legiflature  have  not  been  unacquainted  with  the  fufferings,  nor 
are  they  forgetful  of  the  virtue  and  bravery  of  their  fellow-citizens  in 
the  army  ;  and  while  they  are  fenfible  that  juflice  requires  they  fhould 
be  fully  compenfated  for  their  fervices  and  fufferings,  at  the  fame  time 
it  is  mod  fincerely  wilhed  that  they  may  return  to  the  bofom  of  their 
country,  under  fuch  circumdances,  as  may  place  them  in  the  mod  agree¬ 
able  light  with  their  fellow-citizens. 

Congrefs,  in  the  year  1780,  refolved,  that  the  officers  of  the  army, 
who  fhould  continue  therein  during  the  war,  diould  be  entitled  to  half¬ 
pay  for  life  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  refolved,  that  all  fuch  as  diould  retire 
therefrom,  in  confequence  of  the  new  arrangement  which  was  then  or¬ 
dered  to  take  place,  diould  be  entitled  to  the  fame  benefit :  a  commu¬ 
tation  of  which  half-pay  has  fince  been  propofed. 

The  general  court  are  fenfible  that  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled  are,  by  the  confederation,  veded  with  a  difcretionary  power, 
to  make  provifion  for  the  fupport  and  payment  of  the  army,  and  fuch 
civil  officers  as  may  be  neceffary  for  managing  the  general  affairs  of 
the  United  States  :  but  in  making  fuch  provifion,  due  regard  ever  ought 
to  be  had  to  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  the  rules  of  equi¬ 
ty,  and  the  fpirit  and  general  delign  of  the  confederation.  We  cannot 
on  this  occanon  avoid  faying  that,  with  due  refped,  we  are  of  opinion, 
thole  principles  were  not  duly  attended  to,  in  the  grant  of  half-pay  to 
the  officers  of  the  army  ;  that,  being  in  our  opinion,  a  grant  of  more 
than  an  adequate  reward  for  their  fervices,  and  inconfident  with  that 
equality  which  ought  to  fubdd  among  citizens  of  free  and  republican 
dates.  Such  a  meafure  appears  to  be  calculated  to  raife  and  exalt  fome 
citizens  in  wealth  and  grandeur,  to  the  injury  and  oppreffion  of  others, 
even  if  the  inequality  which  will  happen  among  the  officers  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  who  have  performed  from  one  to  eight  years  fervice,  diould  not  be 
taken  into  confideration. 
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The  obfervations  which  have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  officers 
of  the  army,  will  in  general  apply  to  the  civil  officers  appointed  by 
Congrefs,  who,  in  our  opinion,  have  been  allowed  much  larger  falaries 
than  are  confident  with  the  date  of  our  finances,  the  rules  of  equity, 
and  a  proper  regard  to  the  public  good:  and  indeed,  if  the  United 
States  were  in  the  mod  wealthy  and  profperous  circumdances,  it  is 
conceived  that  (economy  and  moderation,  with  refpect  to  grants  and 
allowances,  in  oppofition  to  the  meafures  which  have  been  adopted  by 
monarchical  and  luxurious  courts,  would  mod  highly  conduce  to  our 
reputation,  even  in  the  eyes  of  foreigners,  and  would  caufe  a  people, 
who  have  been  contending  with  fo  much  ardour  and  expenfe  for  re¬ 
publican  conditutions  and  freedom,  which  cannot  be  fupported  with¬ 
out  frugality  and  virtue,  to  appear  with  dignity  and  conlidency  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  would,  in  the  bed  manner,  conduce  to  the  public 
happinefs. 

It  is  thought  to  be  e  (Ten  ti  ally  neceffary,  efpecially  at  the  prefent 
time,  that  Congrefs  fhould  be  exprefsly  informed,  that  fuch  meafures 
as  are  complained  of,  are  extremely  oppofite  and  irritating  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  feelings  which  the  people  of  fome  eadern  dates,  and  of  this 
in  particular,  inherit  from  their  ancedry. 

The  legiflature  cannot,  withouthorror,  entertain  the  moddidant  idea 
of  the  diflolution  of  the  union,  which  fubdds  between  the  United 
States,  and  the  ruin  which  would  inevitably  enfue  thereon  ;  but  with 
great  pain  they  mud  obferve,  that  the  extraordinary  grants  and  al¬ 
lowances  which  Congrefs  have  thought  proper  to  make  to  their  civil 
and  military  officers,  have  produced  fuch  effects  in  this  commonwealth, 
as  are  of  a  threatening  afpect.  From  thefe  fources,  and  particularly 
from  the  grant  of  half-pay  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  propo- 
fed  commutation  thereof,  it  has  arifen,  that  the  general  court  has  not 
been  able  hitherto  to  agree  in  granting  to  the  United  States,  an  im- 
pod  duty,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs  ;  while  the 
general  afiembly  at  the  fame  time,  have  been  deeply  impreded  with  a 
lenfe  of  the  neceffity  of  fpeedily  adopting  fome  effeblual  meafures,  for 
fupplying  the  continental  treafury,  for  the  redoration  of  the  public 
credit,  and  the  falvation  of  the  country  :  and  propofe,  as  the  prefent 
lcffion  is  near  terminating,  again  to  take  the  fubjedf  of  the  impod  du¬ 
ty  into  condderation  early  in  the  next.  From  thefe  obfervations  you 
may  eafily  learn  the  difficult  and  critical  fituation  the  legidature  is  in, 
and  they  rely  on  the  wifdom  of  Congrefs  to  adopt  and  propofe  fome 
meafure  for  relief  in  this  extremity. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  General  Court, 
We  are  your  excellency’s 

mod  obedient  humble  fervants, 

S.  Adams,  President  of  the  Senate. 
Tristram  Daltc  >n,  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives . 

His  excellency  the  Prefident  ol  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  condderation  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee,  on  the  letter  of 
the  1 1th  July,  from  the  legidature  of  Maflachufetts,  and  the  fame  be¬ 
ing  read  as  follows  : 
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«  That  the  fubjects  of  complaint  in  the  faid  letter  are  the  grant  ot 
half-pay  for  life  to  the  officers  of  the  army  ;  the  commutation  granted 
to  the  faid  officers  of  five  years  whole  pay,  in  lieu  of  the  laid  half-pay  ; 
and  the  falaries  allowed  to  the  civil  officers  of  Congrefs. 

That  without  dwelling  on  the  reafonablenefs  and  judice  of  a  pro- 
v ih on  in  favor  of  thofe  whofe  former  profeffions,  purluits  and  profpe&s, 
have  in  a  long  courfe  of  military  fervice,  given  place  to  habits  and 
acquirements,  which  on  the  return  of  peace,  however  honorable  they 
may  be  to  the  poffedor,  ceafe  to  be  a  fource  of  piofit  to  him*  \our 
committee  obferve,  that  the  half-pay  was  granted  at  a  ciitical  peiiod 
of  the  war,  when  our  finances  were  embanaffed,  our  ciedit  impaned, 
our  army  didreffed,  the  officers  difcontented,  and  refignations  fo  ge¬ 
neral,  as  to  threaten  the  dilTolution  of  a  coips  on  whole  military  ex- 
perience  the  public  fafety,  in  the  judgment  of  the  commandei  in  chief, 
greatly  depended.  The  fird  grant  was  limited  to  feven  years,  but  not 
being  deemed  fatisfadlory  by  the  army,  the  evil  of  lelignations  con¬ 
tinued  to  prevail  to  fo  alarming  a  degree,  as  to  require  a  more  effeaual 
remedy  ;  and  the  grant  of  half-pay  to  the  officers  was  extended  for  life. 

Your  committee  are  perluaded  that  no  doubt  can  be  entei  tamed, 
but  that  Congrefs  were  of  opinion,  that  this  provision  was  alone  com¬ 
petent,  if  it  was  not  the  only  one  at  that  time  in  their  power,  to  eda- 
blifh  a  military  force  capable  of  oppofing  the  dangers  with  which  the 
United  States  were  then  furrounded.  That  although  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  any  meafure  has  been  adopted  by  Congrefs,  which  has 
given  uneafmefs  to  the  legillature  or  the  citizens  of  the  Maffachufetts  ; 
yet  experience  has  ffiewn  how  elfentially  that  provifion  in  quedion  has 
contributed  to  the  ft  ability  of  the  army,  to  its  perfection  in  difcipline, 
to  the  vigor  and  decilion  ol  its  operations,  and  to  thole  brilliant  fuc- 
cefles  which  have  haftened  the  bleffings  of  a  fafe  and  honorable  peace. 

Your  committee  hold  it  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  Congrefs,  to 
leave  no  effort  uneffayed,  that  may  enable  them  to  conform  to  the 
known  and  exprefs  fenfe  of  their  condituents  ;  but  a  perfeft  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  wifhes  of  every  part,  will  often  be  found,  after  due  con- 
fideration,  impracticable. 

Your  committee  confider  the  meafure  of  Congrefs,  as  the  reful t  of 
a  deliberate  judgment,  framed  on  a  general  view  of  the  intereds  of 
the  union  at  large.  They  conclude  it  to  be  a  truth,  that  no  Hate  in 
this  confederacy,  can. claim  (more  equitable  than  an  individual  in  a 
fociety)  to  derive  advantages  from  a  union,  without  conforming  to  the 
judgment  of  a  conditional  majority  of  thofe  who  compofe  it  ;  (till, 
however,  they  conceive  it  will  be  found  no  lefs  true,  that  if  a  (late 
every  way  fo  important  as  Maffachufetts,  fhould  withhold  her  folid 
fupport  to  conllitutional  meafures  of  the  confederacy,  the  refult  mull 
be  a  dilTolution  of  the  union  ;  and  then  Ihe  mull  hold  herfelf  as  alone 
refponfible  for  the  anarchy  and  domellic  confufion  that  may  fucceed, 
and  for  expofing  all  thefe  confederated  dates  (who  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  late  war,  leagued  to  defend  her  violated  rights)  an  eafy  prey 
to  the  machinations  of  their  enemies,  and  the  fport  of  European  po¬ 
litics  :  And  therefore  they  are  of  opinion,  that  Congrefs  fhould  dill 
confide,  that  a  free,  enlightened  and  generous  people,  will  never  ha¬ 
zard  confequences  fo  perilous  and  alarming  ;  and  in  all  circumdances 
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rely  on  the  wifdom,  temper  and  virtue  of  their  condituents,  which 
(guided  by  an  all-wife  Providence)  have  ever  interpofed  to  avert  im¬ 
pending  evils  and  misfortunes. 

^  our  committee  beg  leave  further  to  obferve,  that  from  an  earned 
defire  to  give  fatisfa&ion  to  iuch  of  the  dates  as  expreded  a  didike  to 
the  half-pay  eftabliffiment,  a  fum  in  grofs  was  propofed  by  Congrefs, 
and  accempted  by  the  officers,  as  an  equivalent  for  their  half-pay. 
1  hat  your  committee  are  informed,  that  luch  equivalent  was  afcer- 
tained  on  edablifhed  principles  which  are  acknowledged  to  be  jud,  and 
adopted  in  fimilar  cafes  :  but  that  if  the  objections  againd  the  com¬ 
mutation  were  ever  fo  valid,  yet  as  it  is  not  now  under  the  arbitration 
of  Congrefs,  but  an  acf  finally  adopted,  and  the  national  faith  pledged 
to  carry  it  into  ededf,  they  could  not  be  taken  into  confideration. 

With  regard  to  the  falaries  of  civil  officers  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
the  neceffaries  of  life  have  been  very  high  during  the  war:  hence  it 
has  happened  that  even  the  falaries  complained  of,  have  not  been  found 
fufficient  to  induce  perfons  properly  qualified,  to  accept  of  many  impor¬ 
tant  offices,  and  the  public  bulinefs  is  left  undone. 

Your  committee  are  neverthelefs  of  opinion,  that  fince  the  ceffation 
of  hodilities,  the  expenfe  of  living  is  moderated,  and  that  a  confidera- 
ble  reduction  may  be  made  in  the  civil  lid.” 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Ne w- Ha  trips b  ire, 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-Tork, 

New -Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 

Maryland , 

Virginia, 


No  r  tb  -  Carol  in  a, 

Soutb-Carolina , 

V 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Higginfon  and  Mr. 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  S •  Huntington, 
Mr.  B .  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Y’ Homme dieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Madison, 

M  r.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford, 


no 


no 


ay 


°y 


no 


ay 


ay 


ay 
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Hamilton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  of  the 
15th  of  April  laft,  reported  the  draught  of  a  proclamation,  which  was 

agreed  to  as  follows  : 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled . 

A  PROCLAMATION. 


WHEREAS  in  purfuance  of  a  plenipotentiary  commiffion,  given 
on  the  28th  clay  of  September,  1782,  to  the  hon.  Benjamin  Franklin, 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  his  majefly  the  king  ot  Swe¬ 
den  anil  the  United  States  of  America,  was  on  the  3d  day  of  April, 
1783,  concluded  by  the  laid  Benjamin  Franklin,  with  a'  minifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary,  named  for  that  purpofe,  by  the  laid  king  :  and  whereas 
the  faid  treaty  hath  been  duly  approved  and  1  ati fled  by  the  United 
States  in  Congrels  affembled,  and  a  tranflation  thereof  made  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit  : 

[See  Treaty,  page  219.] 

Now  therefore,  to  the  end,  that  the  faid  treaty  may  with  all  good 
faith  be  performed  and  obferved  on  the  part  of  thefe  {fates,  all  the  ci¬ 
tizens  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  more  efpecially  all  officers  and 
others  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  aie  heieby  enjoined  and 
required  to  govern  themfelves  flriaiy  in  all  things  according  to  the 
ftipulations  above  recited. 

Done  in  Congrefs,  at  Princeton,  this  25th  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1783,  and  of  our  fovereignty  and  independence 

the  eighth. 

Elias  Boudinot,  President. 


Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Williamfon  and  Mr. 
Duane,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Stephen  Moore,  report, 

“  That  the  memorial!!!  is  proprietor  of  a  tract  of  land  containing 
by  eftimation  1100  acres,  lying  in  the  high-lands,  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Hud fon’s  river.  That  the  fortifications  and  barracks  at  Weft-Point, 
and  its  vicinity  are  ereded  within  the  faid  trail,  from  which  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  timber  and  wood  has  been  taken  for  the  ufe  of  thole 
works,  and  the  garrifon  pofted  there  in  the  courfe  of  the  Avar.  That 
in  purfuanceof  an  ad  of  Congrefs  of  the  1 8th  day  of  December,,  1779, 
the  quarter-mafter-general  returned  an  eftimate  of  the  damages  which 
had  been  then  fuftained  by  the  memorial'll!. 

That  on  the  7th  of  February,  1780,  an  order  ilfued  on  the  treafury 
in  favour  of  the  faid  memorialift  for  10,000  dollars,  and  alfo  a  draft 
Qn  the  governor  of  North-Carolina  for  30,000  dollars,  both  towards 
fatisfadion  for  the  faid  damages. 

That  the  memorialift  claims  not  only  the  arrears  due  to  him  on  the 
before-mentioned  eftimate,  but  alfo  the  value  of  wood  and  timber  cut 
and  taken  for  repairing  and  improving  the  faid  fortifications,  and  ac¬ 
commodating  the  garrifon  fince  that  period  ;  together  Avith  a  reafona- 
ble  rent  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  land. 

Upon  this  ftate  of  fads,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  public,  and  of  the  memorialift,  will  be  beft  promoted  by  a 
final  fettlement  of  the  claims  under  confideration,  without  any  regard 
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to  the  efti mates  grounded  on  the  before-mentioned  aft  of  the  1 8th  of 
December,  1779.” 

Whereupon,  Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  or¬ 
der  for  afeertaining  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  wood  and  timber, 
alfo  of  the  hay  which  have  been  taken  from  the  lands  of  the  memo- 
iialift,  Stephen  lVlooie,at  Weft-Point,  tor  the  public  ufe,  by  referring' 
the  fame  to  the  determination  of  three  difinterefted  perfons,  who  {hall 
be  upon  oath,  one  of  whom  {hall  be  chofen  by  the  fuperintendant  of 
finance,  another  by  the  memorialift,  and  a  third  by  the  two  firft  chofen.  4 
ri  hey  fli all  alfo  determine  the  rent  of  the  buildings  formerly  eredted,  J 
and  of  the  lands  from  the  time  they  have  been  in  pofTefiion  of  the  public. 

1  hat  the  feveral  films  already  received  by  the  memorialift  from  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  laid  lands,  fhall  be  charged  againft 
him  according  to  its  value  by  the  fcale  of  depreciation  of  the  28th  day 
ol  June,  1780  ;  and  the  balance  fhall  be  paid  or  fecured  to  him  in  the 
lame  manner  as  other  fimilar  claims  are  paid  or  fecured  ;  the  memo¬ 
rial  on  his  part  giving  fufficient  fecurity  to  indemnify  the  United 
States  againft  any  claims  made  upon  the  faid  lands. 

According  to  order,  the  houfe  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  confider  what  jurifdicftion  may  be  proper  for  Congrefs  in  the  place 
of  their  permanent  refidence. 

Mr.  Carroll  was  elected  to  the  chair.  After  fome  time  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that  the  committee  of 
the  whole  had  taken  into  confideration  the  report  referred  to  them, 
and  made  fome  progrefs  therein,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion, 
defire  leave  to  fit  again  to-morrow. 

Ordered ,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Friday ,  September  26,  1783.  ' 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  McHen¬ 
ry  and  Mr.  Bland,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  5th,  from  the 
war-office,  relative  to  furloughing  the  Pennfylvania  line,  and  fubfif- 
tence  to  officers. 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  the  refolvcs  of  the  26th 
of  May  and  11th  of  June  laft,  authorizing  the  commander  in  chief 
and  fecretary  at  war,  to  grant  furloughs,  are  fully  fufficient  to  enable 
them  to  take  order  in  the  bufinefs  refpedting  the  Pennfylvania  line,  and 
captain  Second  and  lieutenant  Beaulieu,  mentioned  in  the  letter  from 
the  affiftant  fecretary  at  war  of  the  5th  inftant. 

Resolved ,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  and  diredled 
to  grant  furloughs  to  fuch  of  the  general,  medical  and  ftaff  officers, 
and  the  officers  of  the  engineers,  whofe  fervices  are  not,  in  his  opinion, 
neceflary  for  the  troops  remaining  in  a&ual  fervice. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  confift- 
ing  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Fitzfimmons,  Mr.  Gerry  and 
Mr.  Higginfon,  appointed  to  confider  the  late  difpatches  from  the  mi- 
nifters  of  thefe  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  and  to  report  whafe 
meafures  are  necefiary  to  be  taken  thereon:  And  the  following  para¬ 
graph  being  under  debate,  viz.  “  Your  committee  beg  leave  further 
to  obferve,  that  in  thofe  difpatches,  and  particularly  in  Mr.  Adams*s 
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letter  of  the  18th  of  July,  a  fentiment  is  earneftly  inculcated,  which  is 
indeed  obvious  in  itfelf ;  that  the  union  requires  additional  fupport  from 
its  members,  and  that  if  the  United  States  become  refpedable,  it  nnift  be 
by  means  of  more  energy  in  government:  for  as  foroe  of  the  nations 
of  Europe  do  not  yet  perceive  this  important  truth,  “  that  the  lphere 
of  their  own  commerce  will  be  eventually  enlarged  by  the  growth  of 
America,  but  on  the  contrary,  manifeft  a  jealoufy  of  our  future  prol- 
perity,  it  becomes  the  United  States  ferioufly  to  confider  their  own  in- 
terefts,  and  to  devife  fuch  general  fyftems  and  arrangements,  commercial 
or  political,  as  our  own  peculiar  circumftances  may,  from  time  to  time, 
require.”  Your  committee,  therefore,  propofe,  that  a  fpecial  commit¬ 
tee  be  appointed,  to  take  this  important  fubjed  under  deliberation, 

and  to  report  the  refult  to  Congrefs.” 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  paragraph,  the  yeas 

and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 

New- Hampshire)  Mr.  Foster ,  no  * 


Massachusetts ,  Mr.  Holten ,  no  * 

Rhode-Island , 


Mr.  Howell ,  no 

Connecticut ,  Mr.  S,  Huntington ,  ay 


Mr.  B.  Huntington ,  ay 
Mr.  Duane ,  ay 


New- York , 


Mr.  L’ HommedieU)  ay 

TV/T,.  7?  /  rl  i  it't  f\ 


New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania 


Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 


Delaware 


Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North -Carolina 


South -Carolina^ 


the  affirmative. 


So  it  was  refolved  in 


Sa^urdaT)  September  27,  1783 


On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
McHenry  and  Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  Ternant  ; 

Resolved)  That  lieutenant-colonel  Ternant  be  informed,  that  Con¬ 
grefs,  in  continuing  general  Armand  in  the  command  of  his  corps  at 
the  time  of  his  promotion  to  his  prefent  rank,  had  reafons  of  a  pecu¬ 
liar  nature,  without  any  intention  derogatory  to  the  merit  of  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  Ternant,  of  whofe  ufeful  and  diftinguifhed  fervices  in  the 
feveral  confidential  and  important  Rations  in  which  he  has  been  enw 
ployed,  they  entertain  a  jufl  fenfe. 
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Mo'S  DAT,  September  29,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Fitzfim- 
mons  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Mark 
Bird,  requefting  that  the  chain  made  for  the  defence  of  Hudfon’s  ri¬ 
ver,  may  be  delivered  to  him  at  a  reafonable  price  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  improper  at  this  time  to  difpofe  of  the  chain 
made  for  the  defence  of  Hudfon’s  river. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Lee  and 
Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  the  minifter  or  minifters  for  negociating  peace  in 
behali  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  inftriufted  to  ne- 
gociate  an  explanation  of  the  following  paragraph  of  the  declaration 
acceded  to  by  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  the 
20th  January,  178  3,  relative  to  captures,  viz.  That  the  term  fhould 
be  one  month  from  the  Channel  and  North-fea,  as  far  as  the  Canary 
iflands  inclu lively,  whether  in  the  Ocean  or  the  Mediterranean. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  inftruciion  be  fent  to  the  court 
of  appeals,  and  to  the  executives  of  the  feveral  ftates  refpectively. 

Tubs  DAT,  September  30,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  McHenry,  Mr. 
Peters  and  Mr.  Bland,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  15th  May, 
from  the  fecretary  at  war, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  iffue  to  all  officers  in  the  army, 
under  the  rank  of  major-general,  who  hold  the  fame  rank  now  that 
they  held  in  the  year  1777,  a  brevet  commiffion  one  grade  higher  than 
their  prefent  rank,  having  refpeH  to  their  feniority  ;  and  that  com- 
miftions  for  full  colonels  be  granted  to  the  lieutenant-colonels  of  1777, 
the  refolution  of  27th  May,  1778,  notwithftanding. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  MTIenry,  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ters  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  from  captain  Se¬ 
cond,  and  fundry  other  papers, 

Resolved,  That  captains  Second  and  De  Pontiere,  late  of  Pulafki’s 
legion,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  majors  by  brevet  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  ;  their  relative  rank  to  be  fettled  according  to  the 
dates  of  their  prefent  commiffions. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Beaulieu  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain  by  brevet  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

On  a  report  from  the  fecretary  at  war  : 

Resolved,  That  the  brevet  commiffion  of  major  in  the  army  of  the 
U  nited  States,  iffue  to  captain  Hafkell,  aid-de-camp  to  major-general 
R.  Howe. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  M‘Henry,  Mr. 
Hawkins  and  Mr.  Madifon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  lieu¬ 
tenant  Edward  Phelon  : 

Whereas  lieutenant  Edward  Phelon,  of  the  4th  Maffachufetts  regi¬ 
ment,  hath,  by  his  memorial  fet  forth,  that  while  he  was  fighting  for 
the  liberties  of  the  United  States,  he  received  feveral  wounds,  under 
which  he  has  for  four  years  paft,  borne  the  moft  excruciating  pains  ; 
and  that  during  that  time,  he  has  been  without  any  other  fupport  from 
the  public,  than  what  has  been  given  to  other  officers  in  full  health  ; 
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and  that  he  is  hill  a  cripple  :  and  whereas  the  fads  above  fet  iorth,  are 
certified  to  be  true  in  all  their  parts,  by  eleven  oi  the  general-officers 
of  the  army,  who  have  moreover  recommended  him  as  having  lerved 
with  reputation  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  the  United  States,  and  as 
delerving  the  favor  and  coniideration  of  Gongrefs  :  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  iftue  to  lieutenant  E.  Phelon5 
a  commiffion  of  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 

by  Mr.  Ellery, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mp  shire , 
Massachusetts , 

Rh  ode-island, 

Connecticut , 

New -Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 
Delaware , 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  $.  Huntington , 
Mr.  B .  Huntington , 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condi ct, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Read, 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Wednesdat ,  October  1,  1783. 

The  fuperintendant  of  finance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
John  Halfted,  having  laid  before  Gongrefs  a  report  from  the  commif- 
fioner  of  accounts  for  the  commiffary’s  department,  on  the  accounts  of 
the  faid  J.  Halfted. 

Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  John  Halfted,  be  fettled  on  the 
principles  ftated  in  the  faid  report. 

Fr^dat,  October  3,  1783. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  in  the  6th  of  the  articles  of  confederation, 
that  u  no  veffels  of  war  {hall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by  any  ftate, 
except  fuch  number  only  as  {hall  be  deemed  neceftary  by  the  United. 
States  in  Gongrefs  aftembled,  for  the  defence  of  fuch  ftate  or  its  trade  ; 
nor  {hall  any  body  of  forces  be  kept  up  by  any  ftate  in  time  of  peace, 
except  fuch  number  only  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  United  States  in 
Gongrefs  affembled,  Ihall  be  deemed  requilite  to  garrifon  the  forts 
neceftary  for  the  defence  of  fuch  ftate  and  the  delegates  of  the 
ftate  of  Virginia  having  applied  to  Gongrefs,  for  their  approbation  of 
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two  armed  vetfels  being  kept  up  by  the  faid  date  at  its  own  expenfe, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  her  trade  ;  and  having  alfo  laid  before 
Congrefs  an  aft  paffed  by  the  legidature  of  the  faid  date  entitled, 

“  An  ad  dire  ding  the  enlidment  of  guards  for  the  public  prifons  and 
dores.”  r  1 

Resolve d,  1  hat  the  date  of  Virginia  may  keep  up  at  its  own  ex¬ 
penfe,  two  armed  veffels  for  the  defence  of  the  trade  of  that  date, 
provided  that  the  fame  do  not  exceed  the  number  of  14  guns,  fix 
pounders,  and  75  men  each. 

Resolved ,  I  hat  the  date  of  Virginia  may  keep  up  at  its  own  ex¬ 
penfe,  to  the  number  of  25  privates  with  proper  officers  to  guard  the 
public  prifons  and  dores. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  to  confider,  the  report  of  a  committee 
on  Indian  affairs  was  then  called  for,  and  the  following  paragraph  be¬ 
ing  under  debate. 

“  And  whereas  the  legidature  of  the  date  of  New-York,  have 
granted  lands  at  Onondaga  and  Cayuga,  to  certain  officers  and  pri¬ 
vates  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  not  only  as  bounties  for 
recruiting  and  enliding,  but  to  appeafe  the  difeontents,  which  prevail¬ 
ed  for  want  of  their  pay,  and  as  a  reward  for  their  meritorious  fer- 
vices,  the  faid  commiffioners  are  therefore  further  indru&ed  to  take 
care  as  far  as  will  be  confident  with  the  public  peace,  that  in  the 
edablidiment  of  the  propofed  lines,  the  faid  military  grants  be  not 
prejudiced  or  impeached  ;  but  if  it  {hall  appear  that  the  perdding  in 
fuch  grants  and  appropriations  may  fo  far  irritate  the  Indians,  as  to 
expofe  thefe  United  States  to  the  dangers  and  calamities  of  an  Indian 
war  ;  that  then  it  will  be  proper  for  the  commiffioners  to  report  the 
difficulties  which  ffiall  fo  occur  in  their  negociation  to  the  legidature 
of  the  date  of  New-York  ;  and  in  fuch  cafe,  it  is  earnedly  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  legidature  of  New-York,  to  revife  the  laws  by  which 
fuch  appropriations  have  been  made,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  calamities 
of  a  new  rupture  with  the  Indians.’' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerrv,  to 
drike  cut  the  faid  paragraph  ;  and  on  the  quedion,  diall  that  para¬ 
graph  dand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New -Ha  mpshi  re, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode -I si andy 

Connecticut , 

New-York, 

Ncw-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 
Delaware , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 
Mr.  B»  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Tilton , 


no 


no 


no 


no 


ay 


divided . 
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Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North -Carolina, 
South-Carolina , 


Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  I.ee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative,  and  the  paragraph  was  ftruck  out. 

The  following  paragraph  being  under  debate. 

That  the  commiffioners  for  the  northern  and  weftern  diftrifts,  or 
Rich  other  perfons  as  may  be  appointed  by  Congrefs,  (hall  be  lnltrua- 
ed  to  unite  together  in  holding  one  convention  with  the  Indians  in¬ 
habiting  the  diftrids  aforefaid,  and  their  allies  and  dependents,  for  the 
purpofes  aforefaid,  and  only  to  yield  to  feparate  conventions  in  caie  ot 

inevitable  neceffity :  ■. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee,  to  amend 

by  adding,  #  n 

Of  which  convention  previous  notice  of  at  lead  one  month  ihall 

be  given  by  Congrefs,  to  the  feveral  ftates  in  the  union,  from  New- 
Hampffiire  to  Virginia  inclufive,  that  fuch  ftates  as  may  conceive  them- 
felves  interefted,  may,  if  they  think  proper,  fend  commiffioners  to  be 
prefent  at  the  treaty  negotiated  with  the  Indians,  for  fettling  boun¬ 
dary  lines  by  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe  by 
Congrefs.” 

And  on  the  queflion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Lee, 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania , 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia , 


Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Molten, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  S.  Huntington, 
Mr.  B.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L1  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 


ay 

ay 

no 

no 

ay 

no 

no 

no 


ay 


> 


* 


divided . 


no 


} 


no  Vno 


no 


Mr.  Bedford, 
Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr,  Carroll , 

Mr.  Ml Henry, 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

North -Carolina,  Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

O  2 


no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

ay 


ay  yay 


no 

no 

no 


l 
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South-Car  olina,  Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 


no  > 

aA 


divided . 


Saturday  October  4,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Duane, 

Resolved ,  r]  hat  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  dire&ed  to  fufpend 
until  the  farther  order  of  Congrefs,  the  fale  of  all  fuch  goods  belong- 
ing  to  the  United  States  as  may  be  neceffary  for  clothing  2000  troops, 

and  iuitable  for  fupplying  the  Indians  at  a  propofed  negociation  with 
them. 


w  1 

JRondat,  October  6,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M‘Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 

Wheieas  William  Langburn,  hath  ferved  from  the  commencement 

,  oi  rthe  war  in  the  arm7  the  United  States,  with  equal  difinterefted- 
nels  and  reputation. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  a  brevet  commiflion  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  faid  William  Langburn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au¬ 
thorized,  if  he  fliall  think  proper,  to  reward  the  diligence  and  fidelity 
of  the  12  horfemen,  who  have  aded  as  his  guard  at  head-quarters,  by 
prefenting  them  with  their  horfes  and  accoutrements  on  their  difeharge. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  and  read,  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  propofitions  of  feveral  ftates,  refpe&ing  a  place  for  the 
permanent  refidence  of  Congrefs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

That  Congrefs  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  propofitions  of  the  feveral  ftates  from  New- 

York  to  Virginia  inclufive,  refpeefting  a  place  for  the  permanent  refi¬ 
dence  of  Congrefs. 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Fofter,  to  poft- 
pone  the  order  of  the  day,  and  on  the  queftion  for  poftponing,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Ne  w- Ha  mpsh  ire , 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode  ^Island , 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New- Jersey, 


Pennsylvania , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  S .  Huntington, 
Mr.  B.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L* Homme dieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters , 


ay 


ay 


no 


ay  )>  * 
ay 
ay 
ay 

aJ 
no 

no 
no 
no 
no 
no  v/20 
no  1 
no 
no  >no 
no 


no 


i  \ 

1 
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Delaware, 

Mr.  Bedford , 

ay  ( 

'  ay 

Mr.  Tilton , 

ay\ 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

no  ( 

►  no 

Mr.  Mi  Henry, 

no  $ 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jones , 

no " 

Mr.  Madison , 

no 

Mr.  Bland , 

no 

>no 

Mr.  Lee, 

no 

Mr.  Mercer , 

no  ^ 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

no  \ 

►  no 

Mr.  Williamson , 

no  { 

South -Carolina , 

Mr.  Read, 

no  ^  * 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  being  before  the  houfe,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Howell,  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  that  the  order  of  the  day  with  the  motion,  be 
poftponed  till  the  laft  Monday  in  this  month  :  and  on  the  quellion  for 
poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


Hew- Ha  m pshi  re, 

Mr.  Foster, 

ay  * 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay? 

-  ay 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

ayS 

Rhode-Island, 

ay? 

'  ay 

Mr.  Howell , 

ay  j 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  S •  Huntington, 

no  1 

Mr.  B.  Huntington , 

no  J 

Ncw-Vork , 

Mr.  Duane, 

no  ? 

-  no 

Mr.  L’ Hommedicu, 

no  J 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 

no' j 

i 

Mr.  Clark, 

no 

>no 

Mr.  Condict, 

no J 

i, 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Wilson , 

no  1 

•  no 

Mr.  Peters, 

no 5 

Delaware, 

Mr.  Bedford , 

no  ? 

«■  YlFi 

Mr.  Tilton, 

no  ) 

JLU 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Carroll , 

no  ? 

■  no 

Mr.  McHenry, 

no  J 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Jones, 

no~] 

| 

Mr.  Madison, 

no 

Mr.  Bland, 

no  no 

Mr.  Lee, 

no  I 

Mr.  Fiercer, 

JIOJ 

1 

Horth-Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

no } 

-  no 

Mr.  Williamson, 

no  ^ 

South-Carolina , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford, 

no  J 

*  no 

no  j 

So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  quellion, 

Resolved ,  That  the  quellion  be  taken,  in  which  Hate  buildings  lhall 
be  provided  and  erected  for  the  relidence  of  Congrefs  ;  beginning  with 
New-Hampfhire,  and  proceeding  in  the  order  in  which  they  Hand. 
The  quellion  for  New-Hamplhire,  paffed  in  the  negative. 
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The  queftion  for  Maffachufetts,  palled  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  lor  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpshire) 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-Tork , 

ATew- Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


no  J>  #. 
no  } 
no 
ay 
ay 


no 


ay 


no 


North-Car  olina, 
South-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Huntington ,  720 
Mr.  L.  Huntington ,  no  ^  no 
Mr.  Duane ,  no 

Mr.  Id Hommedieu,  710 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condi  ct, 

Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Read , 


1 

:} 

:} 


no 


720 


720 


720 


710 

no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 

71 0 

720"! 

720  I 

no  h>no 
no  I 
noj 
no 
no 
no 
no 


no 


no 


ay  !>  * 

770  > 

f  no 
no  3 

ay 


no 

aJ 

ay 

ay 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
nol 
710  b-no 
noj 


divided . 


Mr.  Beresford , 

So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 

The  queftion  for  Connecticut,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  New- York,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  «S*.  Huntington , 

Mr.  L.  Huntington , 

Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  Id  Hommedieu, 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

Mr.  Peters , 


ZVe  70-  Ha  mpsh  ire. 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-Tork, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


/  \ 
3 


720 


OCTOBER  1783. 


289 


Delaware) 

Mr.  Bedford) 

710  7 

•  no 

Mr.  Tilt 07i, 

no  5 

Maryland) 

Mr.  Carroll) 

no  7 

-  no 

Mr.  Mi Henry) 

no  j 

Virginia) 

Mr.  Jones , 

no^| 

Mr.  Madison , 

no  | 

Mr.  Bland) 

no  J 

j>no 

• 

Mr.  Lee, 

no 

r 

Mr.  Mercer) 

noj 

1 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

no  ^ 

-  no 

Mr.  Williamson) 

no  ^ 

South-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Read, 

no  ( 

►  no 

Mr.  Beresford) 

no  J 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

On  the  qneftion  to  agree  to  New*Jerfey,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Boudinot, 


New -Ha  mpsh  i  re , 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New -York, 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North -Carolina) 
South-Car  olina) 


Mr.  Foster) 

Mr.  Gerry) 

Mr.  Holten) 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell) 

Mr.  »S.  Huntington) 
Mr.  L.  Huntington) 
Mr.  2)  uane) 

Mr.  L’ HommedieU) 
Mr.  Boudinot) 

Mr.  Clark) 

Mr.  Condict) 

Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Bedford) 

Mr.  TV/tofi, 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  McHenry) 

Mr.  Jones) 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland) 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Read) 

Mr.  Beresford) 


ay 


ay 


ay 


no 


no 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  for  Pennfylvania,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Wilfon, 


New- Hampshire)  Mr.  Foster) 

Massachusetts)  Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten , 
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Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 


New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North-Carolina , 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Cilery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

M  r .  S.  Hu  n  t  ington , 
Mr.  B .  Huntington, 
Mr.  D  uane, 

Mr.  L’  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condi  ct, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Mi  Henry, 

Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 


no 


no 


no 


no 


So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queltion  ior  Delaware,  the  yeas  and  nays 
Mr.  Bedford, 


no 

(  divided . 
no  \ 


being  required  h 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New -York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  S .  Huntington, 
Mr.  B.  Huntington, 
Mr.  D  uane , 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condi  ct, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  M^ Henry , 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 


no  J> 
no 
no 

£  divided . 
no  1 


no 
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1 


North-Car olina ,  Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

South-Car  olina,  Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 


no 

divided . 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  for  Maryland,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by- 
Mr.  Carroll, 


New -Hampshire, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut , 

New -York, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware , 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Car  olina, 
South -Car  olina* 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  *S'.  Huntington, 
Mr.  I?.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L’  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 


So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  for  Virginia,  the 
Mr.  Bland, 


yeas  and  nays 


being  required  by 


New-Hampsh  i  re, 
Massachusetts, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut , 

New -York, 

New-Jersey, 


no 


Mr.  Foster ,  no  * 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay 

Mr.  Holten ,  no 

Mr.  Ellery,  no 

Mr.  Howell,  no 

Mr.  S.  Huntington,  no 

Mr.  B •  Huntington,  no  ^  na 

Mr.  Duane,  no 

Mr.  L’  Hommedieu,  no 

Mr.  Boudinot,  no 

Mr.  Clark,  no  ±jw 

Mr.  Condict ,  no 


^  divided . 


no 


f  \ 

:} 


/ 


i 
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Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Wilson, 

no J 

i 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

no 

b  no 

Mr.  Peters , 

no  j 

j 

Delaware , 

Mr.  Bedford, 

no  ) 

*  no 

Mr.  Tilton, 

no  ) 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

no  } 

-  no 

Virginia , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

no  5 

Mr.  Jones , 

af] 

: 

Mr.  Madison, 

ay  | 

Mr.  Bland, 

ay  \ 

>ay 

Mr.  Lee, 

ay 

Mr.  Mercer, 

ay  J 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

no  } 

■  no 

Mr.  Williamson, 

no  3 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford, 

ay) 
no  5 

divided . 

So  it  pafled  in  the  negative. 

The  queftion  for  North-Carolina,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  queftion  for  South-Carolina,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  queftion  for  Georgia,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fixing  on  a  place  for  providing  and  erecting 
buildings  for  the  refidence  of  Congrefs,  be  an  order  of  the  day  for  to¬ 
morrow. 

Tuesdat ,  October  7,  1783. 

A  deputation  from  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
held  in  Philadelphia,  for  Pennfylvania,  New-Jerley  and  Delaware,  and 
the  weftern  parts  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  having  lignified  to  the 
prefident  their  delire  of  prefenting  an  addrefs  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  the  prefident  inform  them  that  Congrefs  will  receive 
their  addrefs  to-morrow  at  12  o’clock. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

That  buildings  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs  be  eredled  on  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware,  near  Trenton,  or  of  Patowmack,  near  George-Town, 
provided  a  fuitable  diftridf  can  be  procured  on  one  of  the  rivers  as  afore - 
faid,  for  a  federal  town,  and  that  the  right  of  foil  and  an  exclufive  or 
fuch  other  jurifditiion  as  Congrefs  may  dire 61,  fhall  be  veiled  in  the 
United  States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bedford,  feconded  by  Mr.  Wilfon,  to 
Arike  out  the  words,  “  near  Trenton,  “  and  near  George-Town  and 
on  the  queftion,  fhall  thole  words  ftand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired  by  Mr.  Bedford, 


New- II a  mpsh  i  re, 

Mr.  Foster, 

no 

!>  * 

) 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

ay 

Mr.  Holtcn, 

Mr.  Osgood, 

no 

lay 

Rhode-Islcind, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

no 

ay 

^  divided . 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington, 

ay 

\  aJ 

Mr.  B .  Huntington , 

<y 

OCTOBER  1783. 


293 


New -York, 
New-Jersey, 


Mr.  Duane ,  ay 

Mr.  L' Hommedieu,  ay 


ay 


Pennsylvania , 


Delaware, 
Maryland , 
Virginia, 


no 


no 


divide 


Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condi ct, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Mc Henry, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Head, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  words  were  (truck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holtej  „ 
to  aad  u  the  Hudfon  and  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duane, 


North-Carolina, 
South  •‘Carolina, 


ay 

divided. 


New- Ha  mpshi  re, 
Massachusetts, 


Rhode -I si  and, 

Connecticut, 
New -York, 

New- Jersey, 


Pennsylvania , 


Dela 


WM are , 


Maryland, 
Virginia , 


Vol.  VIII. 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  B .  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L* Horn  medieu,  ay 

Mr.  Boudinot,  ay 

Mr.  Clark,  no 

Mr.  Condict,  no 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons ,  no 

Mr.  Wilson,  no 

Mr.  Montgomery,  no 

Mr.  Peters,  no 

Mr.  Bedford,  no 

Mr.  Tilton,  no 

Mr.  Carroll ,  no 

Mr.  McHenry,  no 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

P  2 


)>  * 
^j* no 


ay 
no 
ay 
no 
ay 
no 
no 
ay 


divided , 


•* 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


w4 
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No  r  tb  -  Ctf  rolinay 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamsoiiy 

H0  \  divided • 

Soutb-Carolinay 

Mr.  Ready 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

710  } 

>  710 

710  y 

So  it  puffed  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  being  then  amended,  fo  as  to  read, 

1  hat  building  tor  the  ute  of  Congrefs  be  erected  on  or  near  the 
banks  oi  the  Delaware,  or  ot  the  Patowmack  :  provided  a  fuitable  dif- 
tridfc  can  be  procured  on  one  of  the  rivers  as  aforefaid,  for  a  federal 
town  ;  and  that  the  right  ot  foil,  and  an  exclufive  or  fuch  other  ju- 
rifdi&ion  as  Congrefs  may  direct,  fhall  be  vetted  in  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Carroll,  feconded  by  Mr.  M‘Hen- 
ry,  to  poftpone  the  motion  before  the  houfe,  in  order  to  take  into  con- 
lideration  the  following  refolve  : 

That  Congrefs  do  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  accept  the  offer 
made  by  the  legiflature  of  the  fiate  of  Maryland,  by  their  ad  of 
for  the  reiidence  of  Congrefs  : 

And  on  the  queftion  tor  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Carroll, 


Ne  w-Ha  m  psb  ire , 
Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Islandy 
Connecticut , 

New -York) 

New- Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

Nortb-Carolina , 
South-Car  olina} 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 
Mr.  B .  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieuy 
Mr.  Boudi  not , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Conclict , 

Mr.  E  'itzsimmonsy 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peter Sy 
Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Tiltoiiy 
Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  M^ Henry y 
Mr.  Jones y 
Mr.  Madisony 
Mr.  Blandy 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamsoiiy 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative 


;zo 

720 

no 

no 


no 

divided . 


>  divided . 

710  S 


ay 
ay 
710^ 
no 
no  )>no 


no 

no 

no 

no 


J 


^  £  divided . 
no 
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On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended : 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion, 

That  buildings  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs  be  ere£led  on  or  near  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Wilfon, 

New- Hampshire^ 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-Tork, 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 


Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


iVb  r  t  h  -  CVz  rolina , 

South-Carolina , 

So  it  was  Resolved ,  That  buildings  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs  be 
erected  on  or  near  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  provided  a  fuitable 
diftridd  can  be  procured  on  or  near  the  banks  of  the  faid  river,  for  a 
federal  town  ;  and  that  the  right  of  foil,  and  an  exclufive  or  fucli 
other  jurifdi&ion  as  Congrefs  may  direct,  fhall  be  veiled  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Bedford,  feconded  by  Mr.  Tilton, 

That  the  buildings  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs,  be  ere&ed  in  the  (late 
of  Delaware,  near  Wilmington  :  And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bedford, 


New-Hampsh  i  re , 

Mr.  Fostery 

no 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerryy 

Mr.  Holteiiy 

Mr.  Osgoody 

Mr.  Fostery 

ay  )>  * 

Mr.  Gerryy 

no" \ 

Mr.  Holteny  ' 

ay  f 

Mr.  Osgoody 

Mr.  Elleryy 

? 

Mr.  How  ell  y 

Mr.  £.  Huntingtony 

Mr.  i?.  Huntington^ 

^5 

Mr.  Duaney 

aj? 

ay 

Mr.  H Homme dieuy 

aj$ 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Mi  Henry  y 
Mr.  Jones , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Bland , 

Mr.  Lee , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 
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Mr.  FJlery ,  no) 

Mr.  Howell ,  no  §  no 

Mr.  S.  Huntington,  no  ) 

Mr.  B.  Huntington,  no  ^  no 
Mr.  Duane,  no) 

Mr.  L' Hommedicu,  no  \  no 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Fi  tzsimmons, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

M  r  •  He  n  ry , 

Mr.  fanes, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  place  on  the  Delaware  for  erecting 
buildings  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs,  be  near  the  falls. 

Resolved,  i  hat  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
rails  of  Delaware,  to  view  the  lunation  of  the  country  in  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  report  a  proper  diftrict  for  carrying  into  effect,  .the 
preceding  refolution  : 

The  members,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr. 
Duane,  Mr.  Clark. 

Resolved,  i  hat  it  be  an  order  of  the  clay  for  to-morrow,  to  con¬ 
fide  r  of  the  temporary  refidence  of  Congrefs. 

- — wa»  ms**- - 

Wedkesdat,  October  8,  1783. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 
To  re-confider  the  refolution  of  yefterday,  by  which  the  refidence 
of  Congrefs  is  to  be  fixed  near  the  falls  of  Delaware,  in  order  to  fix  on 
fome  other  place  that  fliall  be  more  central,  more  favourable  to  the 
union,  and  (hall  approach  nearer  to  that  juftice  which  is  due  to  the 
iouthern  [fates.  And  on  the  queftion  to  re-confider  the  refolution  of 
yeffei day,  by  which  the  refidence  of  Congrefs  is  to  be  fixed  near  the 
falls  of  Delaware,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

New- Hampshire,  Mr.  Foster, 

Massachusetts,  Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Hoi  ten, 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Rbode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 


Rhode^  Island, 
Connecticut, 
Hew -Tor  k, 
New-fersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware, 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South -Car  olina, 
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Connecticut , 

Mr.  £.  Huntington , 

no  7 

•  no 

Mr.  A.  Huntington , 

no  J 

Ncw-York , 

Mr.  Duaney 

no  7 

■  no 

Mr.  L’ Homme dieuy 

no  J 

New-Jerseyy 

( 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

no  1 

i 

Mr.  Clark , 

no 

^  no 

Mr.  Condict , 

no  J 

1 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

no"'] 

i 

Mr.  Wilson , 

no 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

>no 
no  f 

Mr.  Petersy 

no J 

Delaware , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

-  tfy 

Mr.  Fittony 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Car rolly 

-  tfy 

Mr.  Henry y 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jonesy 

1 

Mr.  Madisony 

qy  1 

i 

,  Mr.  Lee , 

nj;  j 

Mr.  Mercery 

North-Car  olinay 

Mr.  Hawkinsy 

*y  J 

j 

Mr.  Williamsony 

fLy  j 

* Soutb-Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay  < 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

ny  ^ 

— -  -j 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

The  deputation  from  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  people  called  Qua¬ 
kers)  attended)  and  being  admitted,  delivered  their  addrefs  and  with¬ 
drew. 

'Friday ,  October  10,  1783. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bedford,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 

That  for  the  more  convenient  tranfaclion  of  the  bulinefs  of  the 
United  States,  and  accommodation  of  Congrels,  it  is  expedient  for 
them  to  adjourn  from  their  prefent  reftdence  ;  whereupon, 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten,  to  (trike 
out  the  words,  “  tranfadtion  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  United  States, 
and  and  on  the  queftion,  fhall  the  words  (land  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 


Nero- Hampshire , 
Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -York , 

New- Jersey, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 
Mr.  B .  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L'Hommedicu, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Condict , 
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Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Hilary  l and, 


Virginia, 


No  rtb-Carolina, 

4 

South -Carol  in  a , 


Mr.  Fitzsi  mmons , 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Pete  rs , 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Pi  It  on, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Mi Henry , 
Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Willi  a  mson, 
Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Bercsford, 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  main  queftion, 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


the  yeas  and  nays 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsb  i re , 
Massachusetts, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut , 
New-Tork, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

Nortb-Carolina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  S .  Huntington, 
Mr.  B.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Id Ilommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Read 
Mr.  Beresford, 


no 


no 


ay 


no 


ay  f 
ay  J 
ay? 

ay\ 

ay  ? 

ay\ 

ayS 
ay  V 
ay) 

ay  I 

ay  $ 

ay\ 

ay) 


'ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Peters, 

That  on  the  lad  Thurfday  in  this  month,  the  prefident  adjourn  Con- 


p-  ,s ' 
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grefs  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  next  Saturday,  there  to  lit  for  the 
difpatch  of  public  bulinefs,  till  the  firft  Monday  in  June  next ;  at  which 
time,  the  prefident  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  adjourn  Con- 
grefs  to  meet  at  Trenton,  on  the  Wednefday  following. 

It  was  thereupon  moved  by  Mr.  Duane,  leconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 
to  ftrike  out  “  Philadelphia,”  together  with  the  words  “  till  the  firft 
Monday,  See.”  to  the  end  ;  and  in  lieu  of  Philadelphia  ftruck  out,  to 
infert  “  Trenton 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 


being  required  by  Mr.  Duane 

> 

jVe-70  -  Ha  mpsh  ire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

ay  J> 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

wyT 

Mr.  Hoi  ten. 

0;  f 

Mr.  Osgood , 

ajj 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ay? 

Mr.  Howell , 

ay  5  1 

Connecticut , 
New -York) 
New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 


Delaware , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 
North-Car  olina , 
South-Car  olina. 


Mr.  S.  Huntington,  ay 

Mr.  B .  Huntington ,  ay 

Mr.  Duane ,  ay 

Mr.  L* HommedieU)  ay 

Mr.  Boudinot ,  ay 

Mr.  Clark ,  ay 

Mr.  Condict ,  ay 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons ,  no 

Mr.  Wilson ,  no 

Mr.  Montgomery ,  no 

Mr.  Peters ,  no 

Mr.  Bedford ,  no 

Mr.  Tilton ,  wo 

Mr.  Carroll ,  wo 

Mr.  McHenry,  no 

Mr.  Madison ,  wo 

Mr.  Fiercer ,  wo 

Mr.  Haw  kins ,  wo 

Mr.  Williamson ,  wo 

Mr.  Read ,  /jo 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


^>W0 


WO 


wo 


wo 


wo 


wo 


Mr.  Beresford , 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  main  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nayi 
being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 

New- Ha  mpsh  i  re , 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island9 
Connecticut , 

New-York , 


Mr.  Foster , 

no 

5>  * 

i 

Mr.  Gerry , 

no 

Mr.  Holten , 

no 

y  wo 

Mr.  Osgood, 

no 

j 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no 

^  wo 

Mr.  Howell) 

no 

Mr.  £.  Huntington) 

no 

^  wo 

Mr.  i?.  Huntington , 

no 

Mr.  Duane) 

ay 

^  ajr 

Mr.  IF  Homme  dieuy 

v' 

ay 

. 


/ 


■  .. 
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New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Bondi  not, 

» 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict, 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 

Delaware, 

Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Bedford, 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Madison , 

Nortb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

South-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Read, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

Mr.  Beresford, 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Mr.  Gerry  and 
Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  \yere  referred  the  letters  from  general  Du  Por- 
tad,  relating  to  him  fell  and  the  other  engineers  of  the  royal  corps  in 
the  fervice  of  his  mod  Chridian  majedy,  report,  1  ’ 

That  major-general  Du  Portail,  brigadier-general  Laumoy,  and  co¬ 
lonel  Gouvion,  were  permitted  by  his  mod  Chriftian  majedy  to  here¬ 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  this  purpofe  furlouo-hs  were 
granted  to  them  by  the  king  ot  France,  from  time  to  time,  and  it  ap 
pears  that  from  a  defire  to  give  a  repeated  manifedation  of  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  United  States,  the  fervices  of  thefe  engineers  were 
conhdered  equally  entitling  them  to  the  favour  of  their  fovereign  as 
if  they  had  been  performed  in  the  armies  of  France. 

That  thefe  gentlemen  have  didinguillJed  themfelves  in  their  profef- 
fion,  during  their  fervice  in  America,  as  aftive,  intelligent,  and  ufeful 
officers,  and  confidering  that  they  entered  our  fervice  with  the  parti¬ 
cular  approbation  and  confent  of  their  fovereign,  it  appears  to  your 
committee  that  it  will  lie  expedient  to  grant  them  feme  peculiar  tefti- 
monies  of  the  fenfe  Congrefs  entertain  of  their  fervices, ‘as  well  as  to 
expedite  their  return  to  the  corps  to  which  they  are  attached  in  France  • 
whereupon,  ’ 

Resolved ,  That  major-general  Du  Portail,  brigadier-general  Lau- 
nioy  and  colonel  Gouvion,  who  have  ferved  with  diftinguiffied  merit 
in  the  department  of  engineers,  have  leave  to  retire  from  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States,  their  affairs  requiring  their  prefence  in  Europe, 
and  no  arrangements  having  yet  been  made  by  which  Congrefs  might 
employ  the  abilities  of  thofe  gentlemen,  however  defirous  they  might 
be  ol  their  fervices. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war,  exprefs  to  the  minifler  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  me  ft  Chriftian  majefty  in  America,  the  high  fenfe 
Congrefs  entertain  of  the  zeal,  abilities  and  condud  of  thefe  officers 
during  their  fervice  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  that 
the  faid  minifler  may  convey  to  his  court,  the  approbation  of  Concrete 
of  their  diftinguifhed  merit. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  fnperintendant  of  finance,  caufe  the  accounts 
of  major-general  Du  Portail,  brigadier-general  Eaumoy  and  colonel 
Gouvion,  tc  be  immediately  adjufted,  and  advance  to  them  refpedively, 
fuch  fums  as  the  ftate  of  the  public  finances  will,  in  his  opinion,  admit, 
giving  them  certificates  on  intereft  for  the  balances  which  may  be 

found  due  to  them.  - v***- - 

Saturday  October  1  1,  1783. 

The  committee,  confifting  oi  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Car- 
roll,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Bland,  appointed  purfuant  to  the  ad  of 
17th  June,  1781,  to  enquire  fully  into  the  proceedings  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  war,  reported  the  refult  ol  their  enquiries  : 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

That  the  prelident  of  Congrefs  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
dire&ed  to  adjourn  Congrefs  on  the  22d,  to  meet  at  Annapolis,  in  the 
Bate  of  Maryland,  on  the  31ft  of  Odfober  inft.  there  to  fit  for  the  dis¬ 
patch  of  public  bufinefs,  till  the  fir  ft  Monday  in  June  next,  at  which 
time  the  prefident  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  adjourn  Con¬ 
grefs  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the  Wednefday  following. 

A  motion  Avas  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  McHenry,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words,  u  there  to  fit  for  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs, 
&c.”  to  the  end. 

And  on  the  queftion,  fhall  the  Avords  moved  to  be  {truck  out  ftand  ? 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Carroll, 


Massachusetts , 


Rh  ode-island, 
Connecticut , 
New-Tork , 
New-fersey, 


Pennsylvania , 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Delaware , 

M dry  l  and , 

Vi  rgin 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Carolina , 


Vol.  VIII. 


Gerry,  ay 

Holten ,  ay 

Osgood ,  ay 

Ellery ,  ay 

Mr.  Howell ,  no 

Mr.  S,  Huntington ,  ay 
Mr.  B.  Huntington ,  ay 
Mr.  Duane ,  ay 

M r.  L ’ Horn  medieu ,  ay 
Mr.  Boudinot,  ay 

Mr.  Clark ,  ay 

Mr.  Condict ,  ay 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 

Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 

£2 


I 


ay 


divided . 


ay 


ay 


ay 


divided . 


no 


Z 
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So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hoi  ten, 
t0,  add^  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  following  words  :  for  the  place 
ot  their  temporary  re  tide  nee  : 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer, 


Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Ilolten , 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Rhode -Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington, 
Mr.  B.  Huntington 

New -York, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L} Hommedieu, 

New- Jersey, 

Mr.  Boudinut , 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict , 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters, 

Delaware, 

Mr.  Bedford,, 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  Henry , 

Virginia > 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Lee , 

Mr.  Mercer, 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

South-Carolina , 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

ajl 

aJ  f 

aJ  j 

aJ  l 

v  5 

ay? 
ay  $ 
ay  ? 

ay  1 

ay  V 

ay  J 


ay 


ay 


ay 

ay 

ay 


ay  y  ay 


no 


ay 

no 


divided . 
divided . 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Carroll, 


Massachusetts, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

ay" 

1 

M  r. 

Holton, 

ay 

lay 

Mr. 

Osgood , 

ay} 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr. 

Ellery , 

ay  ( 

Mr. 

Howell , 

ay  5 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

S.  Huntington, 

ay  ( 

) 

Mr. 

B.  Huntington , 

ay\ 

;  ay 

New-York, 

Mr. 

Duane, 

no  } 

Mr. 

L*  Hommedieu, 

no  ) 

-  no 

New -Jersey, 

Mr. 

B'oudinot, 

no' ) 

1 

Mr. 

Clark, 

no  J 

►  no 

Mr. 

Condict , 

no  J 
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Pennsylvania 


Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  M' Henry, 
Mr.  Madison , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


noj 


South-Carolina 


Nortb-Carolina 


Delaware, 


Maryland , 
Virginia, 


divided , 


So  the  queftion  was  loft 


Monday,  October  13,  1783 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Peters, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  iftue  to  lieutenant-colonel 
Ternant,  the  brevet  commiffion  of  colonel. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Wil- 
liamfon  and  Mr.  Clark, 

Ordered,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  and  fecretary  at  war, 
give  orders  for  tranfmitting  to  the  legiflature  of  the  date  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  an  account  of  the  fums,  that  by  the  books  or  documents 
in  their  refpeHive  offices  lhall  appear  to  have  been  advanced  in  money, 
clothing  or  other  articles,  to  Ebenezer  Greene,  one  of  the  hoftages 
of  the  American  troops,  taken  at  the  Cedars  ;  and  that  the  date  of 
his  exchange  be  alfo  tranfmitted  by  the  fecretary  at  war,  in  order 
that  the  legiflature  may  adjuft  the  accounts  of  the  faid  Ebenezer 
Greene  with  the  United  States,  and  difcharge  any  balance  that  may 
be  due  thereon. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Peters 
and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  2d  October  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  and  a  letter  of  Auguft  8th  from  the  fecre¬ 
tary  at  war,  together  with  a  letter  from  colonel  Kofciufko, 

Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  tranfmit  to  colonel  Kofciufko, 
the  brevet  commiffion  of  brigadier-general  ;  and  fignify  to  that  offi¬ 
cer,  that  Congrefs  entertain  an  high  fenfe  of  his  long,  faithful  and 
meritorious  fervices. 

A  report  from  the  fecretary  at  war,  on  the  cafe  of  captain  Goodale, 
being  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Holten,  feconded  by  Mr. 
M 4  Henry, 

Whereas  it  appears  that  captian  Goodale,  lately  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet,  has  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  extraordinary 
military  fervices,  the  fecretary  at  war  iffne  to  captain  Goodale,  a 
major’s  commiffion  in  the  line  of  the  army. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree,  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
Mr,  Holten, 


j akil 
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New-Hampsbi  rc , 
Massachusetts , 


Rbodc-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New -York, 
New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Maryland, 

Virginia , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Hoi  ten, 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  £.  Huntington, 
Mr.  $.  Huntington , 
Mr.  L'Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Bondi  not, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condi ct, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Pilton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Williamson, 


no 


no 


no 


no 


ay 


no 


South-Carolina , 

So  the  queftion  was  loft, 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee, 

That  Congrefs  will,  on  the  1  5th  in  ft.  adjourn  to  meet  at  the  city 
of  Willi  am  {burg,  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  on  the  30th  inft.  there  to 
fit  for  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words,  “  there  to  fit  for  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs,” 
and  in  lieu  thereof  infert,  “  for  the  place^of  their  temporary  refidence:” 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer, 


New -Ha  m psh  i  rc, 
Massachusetts, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New -York, 
New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Delaware , 
Maryland , 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  IFolten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington,  ay 
Mr.  B.  Huntington ,  no 
Mr.  Duane,  ay 

Mr.  L’Hommedieu,  ay 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 

Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Yilton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  M' Henry, 


ay 
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Virginia , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


divided* 


Mr.  Lee,  no 

Mr.  Mercer ,  wo  3 

Mr.  Hawkins,  ay\ 

Mr.  Willi  am  son ,  ho  ^ 

So  the  queflion  was  loft. 

On  the  qneftion  to  agree  to  the  main  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer, 


New -Hampshire , 
Massachusetts , 


Rhode -Island, 
Connecticut , 
New -York) 
New-Jersey , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  5.  Huntington , 
Mr.  L.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’HommedieU) 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 


* 


?zo 


divided . 


Mr.  Condi ct) 

no  ) 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 

ncT) 
no  ! 

>H<? 

Mr.  Wilson , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

?Z<9  | 

Mr.  Peters , 

no) 

Delaware , 

Mr.  Til  toil) 

ay)>  * 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

no  7 

Mr.  McHenry') 

a  t  *  <-r 

no  3 

Virginia , 

,  Mr.  Lee^ 

"•>’  1  ay 
ay  s  - 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

no  ? 

>  no 
no  3 

Mr.  Williamson) 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative, 


7" Z7E 57)  7",  October  14,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  ieconded  by  Mr.  B.  Huntington, 

Resolved ,  That  in  conftderation  of  the  iervices  and  bufferings  of 
John  Halllead,  while  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  in 
Canada,  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  paying  him  400 
dollars,  in  part  of  his  account. 

Congrefs  took  into  conftderation  the  report  of  a  committee,  confid¬ 
ing  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Mr. 
A.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  number  of  letters  and  papers  relative 
to  Indian  affairs,  and  the  following  paragraph  being  under  debate,  viz. 

Your  committee  therefore  fubmit  it  to  conftderation,  whether  it  is 
not  wife  and  neceffary  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  to  Con¬ 
grefs  on  the  expediency  of  laying  out  a  fuitable  diftridf  within  the  laid 
territory,  and  of  erecYmg  it  into  a  diftindl  government,  as  well  for  do¬ 
ing  juftice  to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  who  are  entitled  to  lands 
as  a  bounty,  or  in  reward  for  their  Iervices,  as  for  the  accommodation 
of  fuch  as  may  incline  to  become  purchafers  and  inhabitants,  with  in- 
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ftnmlions  to  Rich  committee  to  devife  a  plan  for  the  temporary  go¬ 
vernment  ot  the  inhabitants  and  the  due  adminiftration  of  juftice,  un 
til  their  number  and  circumftances  (hall  entitle  them  to  a  place  amo.,s 
the  Rates  m  the  union,  when  they  (hall  he  at  liberty  to  form  a  con- 
ftitution  tor  themlelves,  not  incompatible  with  the  republican  princi¬ 
ples  which  are  the  bafis  of  the  conftitutions  of  the  refnecT.ve  Rates  in 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  to  amend  the  faid  paragraph, 
io  that  it  may  read  as  follows:  1  *  r  5 

Your  committee  therefore  fubmit  it  to  confutation,  whether  it  will 
not  he  wile  and  necelfary,  as  foon  as  circumftances  fiiall  permit,  to 
erea  a  diftna  of  the  weftern  territory  into  a  diRinft  government,  as 
well  for  doing  juftice  to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  who  are  en¬ 
titled  to  lands  as  a  bounty  or  m  reward  of  their  fervices  as  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  Inch  as  may  incline  to  become  purchafers  and  inha- 
ntants,  and  in  the  interim  to  appoint  a  committee  to  report  a  plan 
conhuent  with  the  principles  of  the  confederation,  for  conneaing  with 
the  union  by  a  temporary  government,  the  purchafers  and  inhabitants 
ot  the  laid  diftrid,  until  their  number  and  circumftances  lhall  entitle 
them  to  form  a  permanent  conftitution  for  themlelves,  and  as  citizens 
ot  a  tree,  fovereign  and  independent  ftate,  to  be  admitted  to  a  repre¬ 
sentation  .in  tlie  union  ;  provided  l'uch  conftitution  fhall  not  he  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  republican  principles,  which  are  the  bafis  of  the  con¬ 
ftitutions  of  the  refpective  ftates  in  the  union. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr,  Ellery,  to 

poftpone  that  amendment,  in  order  to  admit  an  amendment,  to  make 
the  paragraph  read  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  recommended  it  as  neceflary  and  expedient  as  foon 
as  circumftances  will  admit,  to  lay  out  a  fuitable  diftrift  within  the 
faid  territory,  and  to  ereft  it  into  a  diftinft  government,  as  well  for  do- 
ing  juftice  to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  who  are  entitled  to  lands 
as  a  bounty,  or  in  reward  of  their  fervices,  as  for  the  accommodation 
of  fuch  as  may  incline  to  become  purchafers  and  inhabitants,  and  for 
this  purpofe,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  devife  and  report  a  plan 
for  the  government  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  due  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  which,  if  agreeable  to  the  fettlers,  fhall  be  their  temporary  go¬ 
vernment  until  their  number  and  circumftances  fhall  entitle  them  to 
a  place  among  the  ftates  in  the  union,  when  they  lliall  be  at  liberty  to 
form  a  conftitution  for  themfclves,  not  incompatible  with  the  republi¬ 
can  principles,  which  are  the  bafis  of  the  conftitutions  of  the  refpec¬ 
tive  ftates  in  the  union. 

And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


New-  Ila  m psb  i  re , 

Mr.  Foster , 

no 

r*  * 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

no" 

Mr.  Holten , 

no  1 

>  no 

M  r.  Osgood , 

no  J 

F 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ay) 

M  r.  Howell , 

ay  \ 

;  ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 

ay") 

Mr.  B .  Huntington* 

O  3 

ayS 

ay 
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New -York , 
New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware, 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

iVo  r  f  4?  -  Carolina , 


Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L ’ Ho mmedieu , 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Clark , 

Mr.  Condi ct, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons , 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr,  Carroll, 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Read, 


no 


no 


?w 


no 


no 


South -Carolina, 

So  It  pa  (Ted  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion,  Mr.  Gerry’s  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


Wednesday,  October  15,  1783. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Hawkins  and  Mr.  A.  Lee,  to  whom  were  referred  fundry  letters 
and  papers  relative  to  Indian  affairs,  report,  that  they  have  attentively 
confidered  the  feveral  papers  referred  to  them,  and  have  confered 
thereon  with  the  commander  in  chief :  that  their  report  will  be  con¬ 
fined  to  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  and  middle  departments,  as  they 
are  confined  by  the  ads  of  Congrefs  of  the  12th  of  July,  1775,  and  to 
the  fettlement  of  the  wedern  country,  thefe  fubjeds  being  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  committee  infeparably  conneded,  and  the  committee  not 
being  poffeffed  of  materials  which  enable  them  to  extend  their  views 
to  the  fouthern  didrid.  That  it  is  reprefented,  and  the  committee  be¬ 
lieve  with  truth,  that  although  the  hodite  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  and  middle  departments,  are  ferioudy  difpofed  to  a  pacification, 
yet  they  are  not  in  a  temper  to  relinquifh  their  territorial  claims, 
without  further  druggies.  That  if  an  Indian  war  lliouldbe  re-kindled, 
repeated  vidories  might  produce  the  retreat  of  the  Indians,  but  could 
not  prevent  them  from  regaining  pofleffion  of  fome  part  of  the  didant 
and  extenfive  territories,  which  appertain  to  the  United  States  ;  that 
while  fuch  temporary  expullions  could  only  be  efteded  at  a  great  charge, 
they  could  not  be  improved  to  the  fmalled  advantage,  but  by  main¬ 
taining  numerous  garrifons  and  an  expenfive  peace  edahlifhment  ;  that 
even  if  all  the  northern  and  wedern  tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  the 
territories  of  the  United  States,  could  be  totally  expelled,  the  policy  of 
reducing  them  to  fuch  an  extremity  is  deemed'to  be  quedionable  ;  for 
in  fuch  an  event  it  is  obvious  that  they  would  find  a  welcome  reception 
from  the  Britifh  government  in  Canada,  which  by  fo great  an  acceffion 
of  diength  would  become  formidable  in  cafe  of  any  tuture  rupture,  and 
in  peace,  by  keeping  alive  the  refentment  of  the  Indians  for  the  lofs  of 
their  country,  would  fecure  to  its  own  fubjeds  the  entire  benefit  of 
th^  fur  trade  :  that  although  motives  of  policy  as  well  as  clemency 
ought  to  incline  Congrefs  to  liden  to  the  prayers  of  the  hodile  Indians 
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for  peace,  yet  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  juft  and  neceffary 
that  lines  of  property  ftiould  be  afeertained  and  eftablifhed  between 
the  United  States  and  them,  which  will  be  convenient  to  the  refpective 
tribes,  and  commenfurate  to  the  public  wants,  becaufe  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  ftands  pledged  to  grant  portions  of  the  uncultivated 
lands  as  a  bounty  to  their  army,  and  in  reward  of  their  courage  and 
fidelity,  and  the  public  finances  do  not  admit  of  any  confiderable  ex¬ 
penditure  to  extinguifh  the  Indian  claims  upon  l'uch  lands  ;  becaufe.it 
is  become  neceffary  by  the  increafe  of  domeftic  population  and  emigra¬ 
tions  from  abroad,  to  make  lpeedy  provilion  for  extending  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States;  and  becaufe  the  public 
creditors  have  been  led  to  believe  and  have  a  right  to  expect  that  thofe 
territories  will  be  Ipeedily  improved  into  a  fund  towards  the  fecurity 
and  payment  ol  the  national  debt.  Nor  in  the  opinion  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  can  the  Indians  themfelves  have  any  reafonable  objection  againft 
the  eftablifhment  recommended.  They  were,  as  fome  of  them  ac¬ 
knowledge,  aggreffors  in  the  war,  without  even  a  pretence  of  provoca¬ 
tion  ;  they  violated  the  convention  of  neutrality  made  with  Congrefs 
at  Albany,  in  1775,  and  in  return  for  profered  proteAion,  and  liberal 
fupplies,  and  to  the  utter  ruin  and  impoverifhment  of  thoufands  of  fa¬ 
milies,  they  wantonly  defolated  our  villages  and  fettlements,  and  de- 
ftroyed  our  citizens.  To  (top  the  progrefs  of  their  outrages,  the  war 
at  a  \  aft  t  xpcniL.  to  the  United  States,  was  carried  into  their  own 
country,  which  they  abandoned.  Waving  then  the  right  of  conqueft 
and  the  various  precedents  which  might  be  quoted  in  ftmilar  inftances 
a  bare  recolle&ion  of  the  fadls  is  fufftcient  to  manifeft  the  obligation 
they  are  under  to  make  attonement  for  the  enormities  which  they  have 
perpetrated,  and  a  reafonable  compenfation  for  the  expenfes  which  the 
United  States  have  incurred  by  their  wanton  barbarity  ;  and  they  pof- 
fefs  no  other  means  to  do  this  a Ct  of  juftice  than  by  a  compliance  with 
the  propofed  boundaries.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  in  the 
negociation  which  they  recommend,  care  ought  to  be  taken  neither  to 
yield  nor  require  too  much  ;  to  accommodate  the  Indians  as  far  as  the 
public  good  will  admit,  and  if  they  fhould  appear  diffatisfied  at  the 
lines  which  it  may  be  found  neceffary  to  eftablifh,  rather  to  give  them 
lomc  compenfation  for  the  claims  than  to  hazard  a  war,  which  will  be 
much  more  expenlive  ;  but  it  is  luppofed  that  when  they  ftiall  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  eftimates  of  the  damages  which  our  citizens  have  fuftained 
by  their  irruptions,  and  of  the  expenfes  which  the  United  States  have 
incurred  to  check  their  career,  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  fupprefs  any 
extravagant  demands.  Whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  a  convention  he  held  with  the  Indians  refiding  in 
tfe  northern  and  middle-departments,  who  have  taken  up  arms  againft 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpofes  of  receiving  them  into  the  favour 
and  prote&ion  of  the  United  States,  and  of  eftablilhing  boundary  lines 
of  property  for  leparating  and  dividing  the  fettlements  of  the  citizens 
from  the  Indian  villages,  and  hunting  grounds,  and  thereby  extinguifh- 
ing  as  far  as  poftible  all  occafion  for  future  animofities,  difquiet  and 
contention. 

And  whereas  the  trade  with  the  Indians  ought  to  be  regulated,  and 
fecurity  be  given  by  the  traders,  for  the  punctual  obfervance  of  fuch 
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regulations,  fo  that  violence,  fraud  and  injudice  towards  the  Indians, 
may  be  guarded  againd  and  prevented,  and  the  honor  of  the  federal 
government  and  the  public  tranquillity  thereby  promoted. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  with  indruffions  to  pre¬ 
pare  and  report  an  ordinance  for  regulating  the  Indian  trade,  with  a 
claufe  therein  dri&ly  prohibiting  all  civil  and  military  officers,  parti¬ 
cularly  all  commiffioners  and  agents  for  Indian  affairs,  from  trading 
with  the  Indians,  or  purchafing,  or  being  dire&ly  or  indire&ly  con¬ 
cerned  in  purchafing  lands  from  Indians,  except  only  by  the  exprefs 
licenfe  and  authority  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled. 

Resolved ,  That  the  preceding  meafures  of  Congrefs  relative  to  In¬ 
dian  affairs,  ffiall  not  be  condrued  to  affed  the  territorial  claims  of  any 
of  the  dates,  or  their  legiflative  rights  within  their  refpedlive  limits. 

The  committee  in  their  report  obferve  further,  that  they  do  not  of¬ 
fer  the  meafures  which  they  have  fuggeded  as  a  fufficient  fecurity 
againd  the  increafe  of  feeble,  diforderly  and  difperfed  lettlements  in 
thofe  remote  and  wide  extended  territories  ;  againd  the  depravity  of 
manners  which  they  have  a  tendency  to  produce  ;  the  endlefs  per¬ 
plexities  in  which  they  mud  involve  the  adminidration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  United  States,  or  againd  the  calamities  of  frequent  and  dedruc- 
tive  wars  with  the  Indians,  which  reciprocal  animofities  unredrained 
by  the  interpodtion  of  legal  authority  mud  naturally  excite  ;  and  that 
in  their  opinion  nothing  can  avert  thofe  complicated  and  impending 
mifchiefs,  or  fecure  to  the  United  States  the  jud  and  important  ad¬ 
vantages  which  they  ought  to  derive  from  thofe  territories,  but  the 
fpeedy  edabliffiment  of  government  and  the  regular  adminidration  of 
judice  in  fuch  didridt  thereof  as  diall  be  judged  mod  convenient  for 
immediate  fettlement  and  cultivation  :  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  it  will  be  wife  and  neceffary  as  foon  ascircumdan- 
ces  diall  permit,  to  erect  a  didridt  of  the  wedern  territory  into  a  dif- 
tindt  government,  as  well  for  doing  judice  to  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  entitled  to  lands  as  a  bounty,  or  in  reward  of  their 
fervices,  as  for  the  accommodation  of  fuch  as  may  incline  to  become 
purchafers  and  inhabitants  ;  and  in  the  interim,  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  report  a  plan  confident  with  the  principles  of  the  con¬ 
federation,  for  connecting  with  the  union  by  a  temporary  government, 
the  purchafers  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  didridt  until  their  number 
and  circumdances  ffiall  entitle  them  to  form  a  permanent  conditution 
for  themfelves,  and  as  citizens  of  a  free,  fovereign  and  independent 
date,  to  be  admitted  to  a  reprefentation  in  the  union  ;  provided  always, 
that  fuch  conditution  ffiall  not  be  incompatible  with  the  republican 
principles,  which  are  the  bads  of  the  conditutions  of  the  refpedlive 
dates  in  the  union. 

Ordered ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  the  faid 
committee. 

Thursdat ,  October  16,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M‘Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Madifon, 

Ordered ,  That  the  agent  of  marine  provide  major-general  du  Por- 
tail,  brigadier-general  Laumoy  and  colonel  Gouvion,  with  a  paffaerc 
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to  France,  in  the  {hip  Wafhington  ;  and  that  they  be  informed  of 
the  fame. 

Resolved ,  That  Wednefday  next  be  affigned  for  eleting  commif- 
fi oners,  for  negociating  a  treaty  with  the  Indians. 

Fridat ,  October  17,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  the  fecretary  at  war,  to  whom  were  referred  a 
letter  of  20th  Augufl  from  major-general  Knox,  and  petition  of  cap¬ 
tain  Poll’s  company  of  artillery  artificers. 

Resolved ,  That  the  pay-mafler-general  be  directed  to  fettle  the  pay 
ol  thofe  officers  and  ioldiers  who  ferved  in  captain  Poll’s  company  of 
artillery  artificers,  due  attention  being  had  in  the  fettlement,  to  the 
real  value  of  their  nominal  pay  at  the  time  they  engaged  in  this  fer- 
vice,  and  that  a  certificate  of  the  balance  due  to  each  officer  and  fol- 
dier,  be  given  them  by  the  pay-maller-general,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
to  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  line  of  the  army. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Peters 
and  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  John  Hall, 

Resolved ,  1  hat  in  fettling  the  accounts  particularly  referred  to  in 
the  act  ol  Congrefs  of  the  27th  ol  February  1  aft,  depreciation  of  pay 
be  allowed  to  all  thole  in  the  military-llores  department,  who  were 
engaged  lor  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  in  actual  fervice  on 
or  alter  the  10th  of  April,  1780,  due  attention  being  had  in  the  fet¬ 
tlement  to  the  real  value  of  their  nominal  pay  at  the  time  they  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  fervice. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Gerry 
and  Mr.  Hawkins,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Cornelius 
Durant, 

Ordered ,  That  the  petition  of  Cornelius  Durant,  claiming  pay  for 
a  quantity  of  flour  and  Ihip-flufF,  his  property,  feized  in  the  (late  of 
Maryland,  in  the  year  1779,  be  referred  to  the  fuperintendant  of 
finance,  who  is  directed  to  take  order  for  invedigating  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Durant,  and  upon  the  facts  fet  forth  in  his  petition  being  fup- 
ported,  to  caule  a  fettlement  to  be  made  thereof,  and  the  fum  which 
may  be  found  due,  including  interefl  from  the  time  of  feizure,  to  be 
placed  on  interefl  in  common  with  other  debts  due  from  the  United 
States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee,  in  the 
words  following  : 

Whereas  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  7th  indant,  to  erect 
buildings  for  their  ufe  at  or  near  the  falls  of  the  Delaware,  are  not 
fatisfactory  to  a  refpectable  part  of  the  United  States,  five  of  which, 
on  the  8th  indant,  voted  for  a  re-condderation  of  the  faid  refolutions  : 
And  whereas  Congrefs  have  no  profpet  of  a  general  affent  to  any  one 
place  for  their  reddence,  and  there  is  every  reafon  to  expect  that  the 
providing  buildings  for  the  alternate  reddence  of  Congrefs  in  two 
places,  will  be  productive  of  the  mod  falutary  effects,  by  fecuring  the 
mutual  confidence  and  affections  of  the  dates,  and  preferving  the  fe¬ 
deral  balance  of  power  :  It  is  therefore  Resolved ,  That  buildings  be 
likewife  erected  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs,  at  or  near  the  lower  falls  of 
Patowmack  or  George-town  ;  provided  a  fuitable  didrict  on  the  banks 
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t)f  the  river  can  be  procured  for  a  federal  town,  and  the  right  of  foil 
and  an  exclufive  jurifdiction,  or  fuch  other  as  Congrefs  may  direa, 
fhall  be  veiled  in  the  United  States.  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  feconded  by  Mr.  Peters,  as 

follows  : 

Whereas  the  motion  now  before  the  houfe,  made  by  the  honorable 
mover  from  Malfachufetts,  appears  to  involve  in  it  important  con- 
fequences  to  the  union,  as  to  require  a  fpecial  and  deliberate  inveftiga- 
tion,  unconneaed  with  any  other  fubjedt,  and  ought  not  be  determin¬ 
ed  upon  a  motion  immediately  taken  up,  without  previous  notice 
thereof  given  to  the  Hates,  as  was  the  cafe  in  fixing  a  fingle  federal 
town  :  therefore,  Resolved ,  That  the  faid  motion  be  pollponed  to  the 
firft  Monday  in  April  next,  and  copies  thereof  tranfmitted  to  the 
executives  of  the  feveral  Hates  : 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Boudinot, 


New- Hampshire  y 

Mr.  Foster , 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Holteny 

Mr.  Os  goody 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Elleryy 

Mr.  Howelly 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S •  Huntingtony 
Mr.  B .  Huntingtony 

New-Torky 

Mr.  Duaney 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieuy 

Ncw-Jersey, 

\ 

Mr.  Bouclinoty 

Mr.  Clarky 

Mr.  Condicty 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

J)elawarey 

Mr.  Tiltony 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Car  roily 

Mr.  M^Henryy 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Madisony 

Mr.  Leey 

Mr.  Mercery 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Willi amsony 

South-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Izardy 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

no 


no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


no 


So  the  queHion  was  loH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peters,  feconded  by  Mr.  Condia, 

Resolved ,  That  the  confideration  of  the  main  queHion  be  poHponed 
till  Wednefdav  next. 


SAfURDAr,  October  18,  1783, 

The  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  S.  Huntington  and 
Mr.  Holten,  appointed  to  prepare  a  proclamation  for  a  day  of  thanks¬ 
giving,  reported  a  draft,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
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By  the  Lnited  States  in  Congress  assembled . 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  pleafed  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  human  events, 
to  difpofe  the  hearts  of  the  late  belligerent  powers  to  put  a  period  to 
the  efFufion  of  human  blood,  by  proclaiming  a  ceffation  of  all  hodili- 
ties  by  lea  and  land,  and  thefe  United  States  are  not  only  happily  ref- 
cued  from  the  dangers  and  calamities  to  which  they  have  been  fo  lono- 
expoled,  but  their  freedom,  lovereignty  and  independence  ultimately 
acknowledged.  And  whereas  in  the  progrefs  of  a  contefl  on  which  the 
mod  effential  rights  of  human  nature  depended,  the  interpofition  of 
Divine  Providence  in  our  favour  hath  been  moff  abundantly  and  mod 
gracioudy  manifeded,  and  the  citizens  of  thefe  United  States  have 
every  reafon  for  praife  and  gratitude  to  the  God  of  their  falvation. 
ImprefTed,  thciefoie,  with  an  exalted  fenfe  of  the  bleflings  by  which 
we  are  furrounded,  and  of  our  entire  dependence  on  that  Almighty 
Being,  from  whole  goodnefs  and  bounty  they  are  derived,  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  adembled,  do  recommend  it  to  the  feveral  dates,  to 
fet  apart  the  fecond  Thurfday  in  December  next,  as  a  day  of  public 
thanklgiving,  that  all  the  people  may  then  aflemble  to  celebrate  with 
grateful  hearts  and  united  voices,  the  praifes  of  their  Supreme  and  all- 
bountiful  Benefa&or,  for  his  numberlefs  favors  and  mercies.  That  he 
hath  been  pleafed  to  conduct  us  in  lafety  through  all  the  perils  and 
viciflitudes  of  the  war  ;  that  he  hath  given  us  unanimity  and  refolu- 
tion  to  adhere  to  our  jud  rights;  that  he  hath  raifed  up  a  powerful 
ally  to  a  did  us  in  fupporting  them,  and  hath  fo  far  crowned  our  uni¬ 
ted  efforts  with  fuccefs,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  hof- 
tili ties  have  ceafed,  and  we  are  left  in  the  undifputed  poffedion  of  our 
liberty  and  independence,  and  of  the  fruits  of  our  land,  and  in  the  free 
participation  of  the  treafures  of  the  lea  ;  that  he  hath  profpered  the 
the  labour  of  our  hufbandmen  with  plentiful  harveds  ;  and  above  all, 
that  he  hath  been  pleafed  to  continue  to  us  the  light  of  the  blefied 
gofpel,  and  fecured  to  us  in  the  fulled  extent  the  rights  of  confcience 
in  faith  and  worfhip.  And  while  our  hearts  overflow  with  gratitude, 
and  our  lips  fet  forth  the  praifes  of  our  great  Creator,  that  we  alfo  of¬ 
fer  up  fervent  Applications,  that  it  may  pleafe  him  to  pardon  all  our 
offences,  to  give  wifdom  and  unanimity  to  our  public  councils,  to  ce¬ 
ment  all  our  citizens  in  the  bonds  of  affection,  and  to  infpire  them  with 
an  earned  regard  for  the  national  honor  and  intered,  to  enable  them 
to  improve  the  days  of  prolperity  by  every  good  work,  and  to  be  lo¬ 
vers  of  peace  and  tranquillity  ;  that  he  may  be  pleafed  to  blefs  us  in 
our  hufbandry,  our  commerce  and  navigation  ;  to  fmile  upon  our  fe- 
minaries  and  means  of  education,  to  caufe  pure  religion  and  virtue  to 
fiourifli,  to  give  peace  to  all  nations,  and  to  fill  the  world  with  his 
glory. 

Done  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  witnefs  his  ex¬ 
cellency  Elias  Boudinot,  our  prefident,  this  18th  day  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1783,  and  of  the  fovereignty  and 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighth. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  B. 


OCTOBER  1783. 


4T»  1  iJJ 

OlJ 

Huntington  and  Mr.  Howell,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from 
major  Jackfon. 

Resolved,  That  th-e  fum  aHually  expended  by  Mr.  Jackfon,  for  de¬ 
fraying  the  neceffary  expenfes  of  his  journies  to  and  from  Paris  and 
Amflerdam,  on  bufmefs  committed  to  his  charge  by  the  hon.  John 
Laurens,  fpecial  minifter  to  the  court  of  France,  and  charged  to  the 
faid  Jackfon,  be  palled  to  his  credit. 

Resolved ,  That  145  5  dollars  be  allowed  to  Mr.  Jackfon,  as  a  full 
compenfation  for  his  fervices  while  acting  as  fecretary  to  the  hon. 
John  Laurens,  on  his  million  to  the  court  of  France,  his  pay  and  emo¬ 
luments  in  the  army  to  ceafe  during  that  period. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ma- 
difon  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  7th,  from 
major-general  Greene. 

Resolved ,  That  two  pieces  of  the  field  ordnance  taken  from  the  Britilh 
army  at  the  Cowpens,  Augufta,  or  Eutaw,  be  prefented  by  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  to  major-general 
Greene,  as  a  public  teftimonial  of  the  wifdom,  fortitude  and  military 
Ikill  which  diftinguilhed  his  command  in  the  fouthern-department,  and 
of  the  eminent  fervices  which  amidlt  complicated  difficulties  and  dan¬ 
gers,  and  again!!  an  enemy  greatly  fuperior  in  numbers,  he  has  fuc- 
cefsfully  performed  for  his  country  :  and  that  a  memorandum  be  en¬ 
graved  on  the  faid  pieces  of  ordnance,  expreffive  of  the  fubflance  of 
this  refolution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  informed,  that  major- 
general  Greene  hath  the  permiffion  of  Congrefs  to  vifit  his  family  at 
Rhode-Ifiand. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McHenry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
to  re-confider  the  refolution,  “  that  the  confideration  of  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  be  poftponed  till  Wednefday  and  when  the 
queftion  was  about  to  be  put,  the  determination  thereof  was  poftponed 
by  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  conlifting  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th 
September,  from  the  commander  in  chief,  Congrefs  palled  the  follow¬ 
ing  proclamation. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled . 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  in  the  progrefs  of  an  arduous  and  difficult  war,  the 
armies  of  the  United  States  ol  America,  have  eminently  difplayed 
every  military  and  patriotic  virtue,  and  are  not  lefs  to  be  applauded  for 
their  fortitude  and  magnanimity  in  the  moft  trying  feenes  of  diftrefs, 
than  for  a  feries  of  heroic  and  illuftrious  atchievements,  which  exalt 
them  to  a  high  rank  among  the  moft  zealous  and  fuccefsful  defenders 
of  the  lights  and  libeities  oi  mankind.  And  whereas  by  the  bleffing 
of  Divine  Pi  ovidence  on  our  caufe  and  our  arms,  the  glorious  period 
is  ariived  when  oui  national  independence  and  fovereignty  are  eftab- 
liihed,  and  we  enjoy  the  profpeft  of  a  permanent  and  honorable  peace  ; 
we  therefore,  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afiembled,  thus  impreffed 
with  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  diftinguilhed  merit  and  good  conduH  of  the 
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faid  armies,  do  give  them  the  thanks  of  their  country,  for  their  lonjr 
eminent  and  faithful  fervices.  And  it  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that 
iuch  part  of  the  federal  armies  as  (lands  engaged  to  ferve  during*  the 
^var,  and  as  by  our  ads  of  the  26th  day  of  May,  the  1  1th  day  of  Tune, 
the  9th  day  of  Auguft,  and  the  26th  day  of  September  lad,  were  fur¬ 
loughed,  (hall,  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  November  next,  be  abfo- 
lutely  dii charged  by  virtue  of  this  our  proclamation,  from  the  faid  fer- 

vice  :  ant^  we  alio  declare,  that  the  further  fervices  in  the  field,  of 
the  officers  who  are  deranged  and  on  furlough,  in  confequence  of  our 
aforekud  ads,  can  now  be  difpenfed  with,  and  they  have  our  full  per- 
million  to  retire  from  fervice,  without  being  longer  liable  from  their 
preient  engagements,  to  be  called  into  command.  And  of  fuch  dif- 
charge  and  permiffion  to  retire  from  fervice  refpedively,  all  our  of¬ 
ficers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  are  re¬ 
quired  to  take  notice,  and  to  govern  themfelves  accordingly. 

Given  under  the  feal  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled, 
witnefs  his  excellency  Elias  Boudinot,  our  prefident  in  Con- 
grels,  this  18th  day  of  Odober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1783, 
and  of  the  fovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  eighth. 

M§S>< 


Monday,  October  20,  1783. 

On  the  queflion  to  re-confider  the  refolution  poflponing  the  confi- 
deration  of  Mr.  Gerry’s  motion  to  Wednefday  next,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Boudinot, 


Nc  w  -  Ha  mpsb  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 


Rbode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-Tork , 

New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 
Delaware , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

No  rlb-Carolina , 

Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S,  Huntington ,  ay 
Mr.  B.  Huntington ,  ay 
Mr.  Duane ,  no 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieu,  no 
Mr.  Boudi  not ,  no 

Mr.  Montgomery ,  no 
Mr.  Tilton ,  no 

Mr.  Carroll ,  ay 

Mr.  McHenry,  ay 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson 
Mr.  Izard, 


no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


Mr.  Bcrcsford,  a 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  motion,  that  the  confideration  of  Mr.  Gerry’s  motion  be 
poftponed  to  Wednefday  next,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by- 
Mr.  Boudinot, 
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Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

1 

Mr.  Holten , 

no 

>■  no 

Mr.  Osgood , 

no  J 

\ 

Rbode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no  ( 

*  no 

Mr.  Howell , 

no  j 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S,  Huntington , 
Mr.  B .  Huntington, 

no  \ 

ay[ 

-  divided 

New-York, 

Mr.  Duane , 

ay\ 

y  °y 

Mr.  L' Hommedieu, 

ay  \ 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

ay 

*• 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

ay 

r  * 

Delaware , 

Mr.  TUion , 

ay  )>  * 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

no  ( 

>■  no 

Mr.  M' Henry, 

no  < 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Lee , 

no  { 

>  no 

Mr.  Mercer , 

no  { 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

no  ] 

l  no 

Mr.  Williamson , 

no  { 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Izard , 

no  { 

Mr.  Beresford, 

no  { 

>■  no 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry  was  then  taken  up,  and  being  read  in 
the  words  following  : 

Whereas  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  7th  inft.  to  erecft  build¬ 
ings  for  their  ufe  at  or  near  the  falls  of  the  Delaware,  are  not  fatisfac- 
tory  to  a  refpe&able  part  of  the  United  States,  five  of  which,  on  the 
8th  inftant,  voted  for  a  re-confideration  of  the  faid  refolutions  :  And 
whereas  Congrefs  have  no  profpeft  of  a  general  aflent  to  anyone  place 
for  their  refidence,  and  there  is  every  reafon  to  expecl  that  the  pro¬ 
viding  buildings  for  the  alternate  refidence  of  Congrefs  in  two  places, 
will  be  productive  of  the  moft  falutary  effe&s,  by  fecuring  the  mutual 
confidence  and  afFe&ions  of  the  ftates,  dnd  preserving  the  federal  ba¬ 
lance  of  power:  It  is  therefore  Resolved ,  That  buildings  be  likewife 
ereCted  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs,  at  or  near  the  lower  falls  of  Patow- 
mack  or  George-town  ;  provided  a  fuitable  diftrift  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  can  be  procured  for  a  federal  town,  and  the  right  of  foil  and  an 
exclufive  jurifdiCtion,  or  fuch  other  as  Congrefs  may  diredt,  fliall  be 
vefted  in  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer,  to 
amend  it  by  adding  thereto  : 

“  And  that  until  the  buildings  to  be  ereefted  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  and  Patowmack  fliall  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  their  refidence  (hall  be  alternately  at  equal  periods  of  not  more 
than  one  year,  and  not  lels  than  fix  months  in  Trenton  and  Annapolis  ; 
and  the  piefidcnt  is  heieby  authorized  and  directed  to  adjourn  Con¬ 
grefs  on  the  10th  day  of  November  next,  to  meet  at  Annapolis  on  the 
25th  day  of  the  fame  month,  for  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 
to  ftrike  out  the  words  “  one  year,  nor  lefs  than  And  on  the  ques¬ 
tion,  fhall  thofe  words  ftand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Ellery,  n  3 
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.Massachusetts, 


Rbode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

No  rtb -Carolina, 

South-Carol  ina, 


Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 

M  i*.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Cilery, 

Mr.  How'ell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington, 
Mr.  B .  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L* Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  'Tilton, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Willi  amson , 

Mr.  Izard , 

Mr.  Beresford, 


So  the  queflion  was  loft,  and  the  words  were  flruck  out. 

On  motion,  the  words  a  not  more  than  fix  months,”  were  alfo 
flruck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  L’Hom- 
medieu,  to  ftrike  out  the  words  u  and  Patowmack,”  “  alternately  at 
equal  periods,”  “  and  Annapolis,”  “  at  Annapolis  :”  And  on  the  ques¬ 
tion,  fhall  thole  words  Hand  l  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Duane,  J 


Massachusetts , 


Rbode-Island, 

Connecticut , 

New-York , 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

No  r  l  h-Ca  rolina , 

Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 
Mr.  B .  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L1  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 

Mr.  Lee , 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queflion  to  agree  to  the  amendment  as  amended,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
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Massachusetts , 


Rhode-Islana l, 

Connecticut , 

New-York , 

New -'Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 
Delaware , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 

South -Carolina, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  £.  Huntington , 
Mr.  i?.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  Id Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Izard, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


} 


ay 
ay 
ay 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 


qy 

divided . 
ay 

no 

* 

* 

* 

ay 

ay 


ay 


ay 


Tuesdat,  October  21,  1783. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Carroll,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Gerry,  which  was  under  debate  yefterday,  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration, 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
to  amend  it  by  adding  thereto, 

And  that  until  the  buildings  to  be  e reded  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  and  Patowmack  (hall  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  Con- 
grefs,  their  refidence  fhall  be  alternately  at  equal  periods  of  not  more 
than  one  year,  and  not  lels  than  fix  months  in  Trenton  and  Annapolis; 
and  the  prefident  is  hereby  authorized  and  direded  to  adjourn  Gon- 
grefs  on  the  12th  day  of  November  next,  to  meet  at  Annapolis  on 
the  26th  of  the  fame  month,  for  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs. 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  veas  and  navs 
being  required  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Ne  w-Ha  mpsb  ire , 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode -Island , 

i 

Connecticut, 

New -York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Vol.  VIII. 


Foster, 

no 

}>  * 

Gerry, 

ay 

f 

Holten , 

ay 

\ay 

Osgood, 

ay 

J 

Ellery , 

ay 

? 

Howell, 

ay 

C  aJ 

S.  Huntington, 

ay 

l 

B.  Huntington, 

ay 

$  °y 

Duane, 

no 

l 

Ey  Hommedieu, 

no 

(  no 

Boudinot , 

no 

!>  * 

Montgomery , 

no 

f  * 

Tilton, 

no 

* 

S  2 

t 


315 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


Maryland , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Virginia , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

North-Car  olina, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr. 

'  I 

Mr. 

Carroll , 

0? 

ay 

McHenry, 

0$ 

Lee, 

qy? 

ay 

Mercer , 

qy$ 

Hawkins , 

qy  ? 

ay 

Williamson , 

ay  5 

Izard , 

qy? 

ay 

Beresford , 

ay$ 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  divition  was  then  called  for,  and  on  the  quellion,  that  buildings 
be  likewife  eredled  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs  at  or  near  the  lower  falls 
ot  Patowmack  or  George-town  ;  provided  a  fuitable  didridt  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  can  be  procured  for  a  federal  town,  and  the 
right  ofjfoil,  and  an  exclufive  jurifdidlion,  or  fuch  other  as  Congrefs 
may  dire df,  fhall  be  veiled  in  the  United  States. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Beresford, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpsbi  r  e , 

Mr.  Foster , 

ne  ’ 

r*  * 

| 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

qy" 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

* 

qy- 

rqy 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

qy  < 

f  qy 

Mr.  Howell ', 

qy  5 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  £.  Huntington , 

qy  < 

j  0 

Mr.  L.  Huntington , 

qy ! 

New-York , 

Mr.  Duane , 

ne  < 

►  ne 

Mr.  L’Hommedieuy 

ne  * 

New -Jersey , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

ne 

i  * 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

ne 

r  * 

Delaware , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

ne 

r  * 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

qy  < 

f  qy 

Mr.  McHenry, 

qy; 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Lee, 

qy  i 

r  qy 

Mr.  Mercer , 

qy ; 

Nortb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

qy  < 

j  qy 

Mr.  Williamson , 

qy! 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Izard, 

qy  i 

Mr.  Beresford , 

qy; 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  on  the  quellion  to  agree  to  the  fecond  part.  viz.  u  and  that 
until  the  buildings  to  be  eredled,  See.”  to  the  end,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Beresford, 


New- Hampshire, 

Mr.  Foster, 

ne 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

qyi 

Mr.  Holten, 

qy  r 

Mr.  Osgood, 

qyj 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

qy> 

Mr.  Howell, 

qy} 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  £.  Huntington, 

qy? 

Mr.  L.  Huntington, 

qy  S 

New -York, 

Mr.  Duane, 

ne  ? 

Mr.  L'  Hommedicu, 

no  5 

*• 

ay 

ay 

ay 

no 


/ 
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Ne  w-Je  rsey ,  Mr. 

Pennsylvania ,  Mr. 

Delaware,  Mr. 

Maryland ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Virginia ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

North -Carolina,  Mr. 

Mr. 

South- Carolina,  Mr. 

Mr. 


Boudinot , 

no 

Montgomery , 

no 

Tilton , 

no  £> 

Carroll, 

ay\ 

McHenry, 

ay  5  1 

Lee , 

ay  I 

Mercer , 

ay\ 

Hawkins, 

qy  7 

Williamson , 

Izard, 

ay) 

Beresford, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  preamble  being  then  taken  into  confideration,  and  the  fame 
being'  amended,  the  whole  was  agreed,  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  there  is  reafon  to  expedl  that  the  providing  buildings  for 
the  alternate  refidence  of  Congrefs  in  two  places,  will  be  productive 
of  the  moft  falutary  effects,  by  fecuring  the  mutual  confidence  and  af¬ 
fections  of  the  {fates. 

Resolved,  That  buildings  be  likewile  erected  for  the  ufe  of  Con- 
grefs,  at  or  near  the  lower  falls  ofPatowmack  or  George-town  ;  pro¬ 
vided  a  fuitable  diftrict  on  the  banks  of  the  river  can  be  procured  for 
a  federal  town,  and  the  right  of  foil,  and  an  exclufive  jurifdi&ion,  or 
fuch  other  as  Congrefs  may  diredl,  fhall  be  veiled  in  the  United 
States  :  and  that  until  the  buildings  to  be  eredted  on  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware  and  Patowmack  fhall  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of 
Congrefs,  their  refidence  fhall  be  alternately  at  equal  periods,  of  not 
more  than  one  year,  and  not  lefs  than  fix  months  in  Trenton  and 
Annapolis  ;  and  the  prefident  is  hereby  authorized  and  diredled  to 
adjourn  Congrefs  on  the  12th  day  of  November  next,  to  meet  at 
Annapolis  on  the  26th  day  of  the  fame  month,  for  the  difpatch  of 
public  bufinefs. 


Wednesdat ,  October  22,  1783. 

In  purfuance  to  the  orders  of  the  18th  and  19th  of  Augufl,  the  fu- 
perintendant  of  finance  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs, 

1.  *An  eftimate  of  the  foreign  and  domeflic  debt  of  the  United 
States. 

2.  A  computation  of  interefl  arrearages  on  the  national  debt  to  the 
Iff  January,  1783,  and  interefl  for  one  year,  on  a  fuppolition  of  the 
fame  becoming  due  in  1784. 

3.  Accounts  of  the  emiflions  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  direc¬ 
tion  ot  Congrefs  for  the  payment  of  interefl ;  and  an  account  of  the 
annual  interefl  that  was  payable  in  Europe  on  loan-office  certificates* 

4.  A  flatement  of  Mr.  Grand’s  laft  account  current,  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  former  arrangement  of  his  account,  dated  19th  Augufl, 
1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Ellery 

and  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  for  tranf- 
^  — 

mitting  copies  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  to  the  refpe<ftive 
ffates  ; 

Resolved,  That  an  exemplification  of  the  provifional  articles  for  re- 
doring  peace  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great-Bri- 
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tain,  and  of  the  aft  of  ratification  thereof  by  the  United  States  be 
trarumitted  to  each  of  the  refpeaive  dates. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ters,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Peters,  together  with  an 
application  ot  the  legislature  of  Pennfylvania,  relative  to  the  purchafe 

0  t"e  Indian  claim  ot  land  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  that  date  •  re¬ 
port, 

i  hat  it  appears  to  them,  that  the  application  of  the  legiflature  of 
1  ennfylvama,  relative  to  a  treaty  for  the  purchafe  of  the  Indian  claim 
to  lands  within  the  juri {'diction  of  that  flate,  proceeded  from  a  refpeA- 
tul  attachment  to  the  federal  government,  and  a  defire  to  guard  againft 
prejudices  which  might  arile  from  the  interference  of  their  own  par¬ 
ticular  views  with  the  authority  of  the  United  States :  That  the  pub¬ 
lic  intereft  might  have  been  deeply  affedted  by  a  negociation  for  fuch 
purchafe  independent  of,  and  unconnected  with  the  general  treaty  to 
be  holden  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  For  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  the  idea  of  a  divifion  of  councils,  ot  feparate  intereffs,  and 
a  competition  in  purchales  which  two  diftindl  treaties  muff  have  im- 
prefied  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  could  not  but  have  had  a  tenden- 
cy  to  diminifh  the  dignity  and  authority  of  our  government  in  their 
effimation,  and  expofe  both  the  United  States  and  the  individual  flate 
to  unrealonable  and  extravagant  impofitions,  and  our  public  councils 
to  great  embarraffments.  The  committee,  therefore,  think  it  proper 
that  it  fhould  be  refolved, 

That  the  commiffioners  for  holding  the  convention  with  the  Indi¬ 
ans  under  the  adf  of  the  1  5th  day  of  Odlober  inff.  give  notice  to  the 
fupieme  executive  of  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania,  of  the  time  and  place 
ot  holding  luch  treaty,  to  the  end,  that  the  perfons  to  be  appointed  by 
that  (late,  for  purchaiing  lands  within  the  limits  thereof,  at  the  ex¬ 
pend  of  the  faid  flate,  may  attend  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for 
holding  the  faid  treaty  :  and  the  commiffioners  on  the  part  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  are  inflrudled  to  give  every  aid  in  their  power,  to  the  com- 
miflioners  on  the  part  ot  Pennfylvania,  in  fuch  manner  as  will  befl  pro¬ 
mote  the  objedl  which  the  faid  flate  fh all  have  in  view,  and  not  be  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  national  intereffs  which  the  United  States  pro- 
pole  by  the  faid  treaty. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  fecondedby  Mr.  Howell,  to  flrike 
out  the  words  u  and  not  be,”  before  incompatible,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  infert,  “  provided  nothing  fhall  be  done  by  virtue  of  this  refolve 

And  on  the  queflion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

New- Hampshire ,  Mr.  Foster ,  ay  * 

Massachusetts ,  Mr.  Gerry , 


New-Tork , 


Connecticut , 


Rhode-Island , 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr.  Duane ,  i 

Mr.  L' Hommedieii)  ; 


Mr.  Holten , 
Mr.  Osgood , 
Mr.  Ellery , 
Mr.  Howell , 


JLLLiery , 
Howell , 


1 uane ,  i 

' Hommedieii)  \ 


I 
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Hew -Jersey, 

Mr. 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Delaware , 

Mr. 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

v 

Mr. 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

* 


y  ornery  , 


no 


Mi  Henry , 

Madison , 

Lee,  no  \,no 

Mercer , 

Hawkins, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 


He  w  -  Ha  mpsb  ire , 
Massachusetts , 


Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

Mew-Tor  k, 

Hew- Jersey , 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 

Maryland, 


Vi  rginia , 


North-Carolina . 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  £.  Huntington, 
Mr.  jB.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L' Homme dieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Fitzsimmons, 
Mr.  Wilson, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Tee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 


* 


77.<7 


7Z£7 


ay 


Thursdat,  October  23,  1783. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  to  take  into  confideration 
trk>  lepoitol  a  committee  on  a  military  peace  arrangement. 

Ordered,  ihat  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Cong  re  Is  was  then  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Carroll  was  ele&ed  to  the  chair. 

The  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  taken  into  confideration  the  fubject  referred  to 
t  em,  an  had  come  to  a  relolution  thereon,  which  he  was  ordered 


rtf 
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to  report  :  the  fame  being  received  and  read,  Mr.  Carroll  farther  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  committee  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire 
leave  to  lit  again. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  fit  to-morrow. 

F  RID  at ,  October  24,  1783. 

Accoiding  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into 
confideration  the  fubjetft  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a 
conclufion,  delire  leave  to  (it  again. 

Ordered ,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  fit  to-morrow. 

- — n- - 

SjruRDAr,  October  25,  1783. 

The  prefident,  having  this  day  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  from 
the  lion.  P.  J.  Van  Berckel,  enclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  credence, 
by  which  it  appears,  that  he  is  appointed  minifter  plenipotentiary  from 
their  high  mightinelfes  the  hates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands, 
to  the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  the  faid  minifter  having  re- 
quefted  to  be  informed  when  and  where  Congrefs  will  admit  him  to 
an  audience. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  hon.  P.  J.  Van  Berckel,  be  received  as 
minifter  plenipotentiary  from  their  high  mightinelfes  the  ftates  general 
of  the  United  Netherlands  ;  and  that  agreeable  to  his  requeft,  he  be 
admitted  to  a  public  audience  in  Congrefs. 

That  the  Congrefs  room  in  Princeton,  on  Thurfday  next  at  noon, 
be  appointed  as  the  time  and  place  for  fuch  audience. 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  and  fecretary  at  war,  or  either 
of  them,  perform  on  this  occafton,  the  duties  afligned  to  the  fecretary 
for  foreign  affairs,  in  the  ceremonial  refpecling  foreign  minifters  ;  and 
that  they  inform  the  fupreme  executives  of  New-Jerfey  and  Pennfyl- 
vania,  his  excellency  the  commander  in  chief,  the  honorable  the  mi¬ 
nifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  fuch  civil  and  military  gentlemen 
as  are  in  or  near  Princeton,  of  the  public  audience  to  be  given  to  the 
honorable  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  their  high  mightinelfes  the 
ftates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  and  fecretary  at  war, 
or  either  of  them,  take  order  for  an  entertainment  to  be  given  at  the 
public  expenfe,  to  the  hon.  P.  J.  Van  Berckel,  minifter  plenipotenti¬ 
ary  from  their  high  mightinelfes  the  ftates  general  of  the  LTnited  Ne¬ 
therlands,  to  the  United  States  of  America,  on  Thurfday  next,  the  day 
afligned  for  the  public  audience  of  the  faid  minifter. 

Mon  DAT,  October  27,  1783. 

Only  three  ftates  attended  ;  namely,  MalTachuletts,  New-York  and 
Pennfylvania  ;  and  from  Rhode-Ifland,  Mr.  Ellery,  from  New-Jerfey, 
Mr.  Clark,  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Carroll,  and  from  North-Carolina, 
Mr.  Williamfon. 

Tuesdat ,  October  28,  1783. 

Only  fix  ftates  attended ;  namely,  Malfachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland, 
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New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland  ;  and  from  the 
Bate  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  B.  Huntington,  from  the  Bate  of  Delaware, 
Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  North-Carolina,  Mr.  Williamfon. 

- - ^5*  «3S£Es**— - 

Wednesday  October  29,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Lee 
and  Mr.  Clark,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  gen.  Armand. 

Resolved ,  That  though  Congrefs  are  deiirous  to  accommodate  all 
the  officers  and  foldiers  who  are  entitled  to  land,  in  inch  manner  as 
may  be  moB  convenient  and  acceptable  to  the  army,  they  cannot  at 
prefent  make  any  appropriations,  much  lefs  can  they  affign  certain  dis¬ 
tricts  to  any  particular  corps. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  dis¬ 
charge  all  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  who  are  now 
in  Pennfylvania  or  to  the  Southward  thereof,  except  the  garrifon  of 
Fort-Pitt. 

A  letter,  of  26th,  from  the  hon.  P.  J.  Van  Berckel,  was  read  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  audience  to  be  given  to  the  Said  minider,  be 
poBponed  till  Friday  next. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Lee 
and  Mr.  B.  Huntington,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  major- 
general  Lincoln  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  refignation  of  major-general  Lincoln  as  Secre¬ 
tary  at  war  for  the  United  States,  be  accepted,  in  consideration  of  the 
earned  defire  which  he  exprefles,  (the  objects  of  the  war  being  fo  hap¬ 
pily  accomplifhed)  to  retire  to  private  life.  And  that  he  be  informed, 
that  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  entertain  a  high  fenfe 
of  his  perfeverance,  fortitude,  activity  and  meritorious  Services  in  the 
field,  as  well  as  of  his  diligence,  fidelity  and  capacity  in  the  execution 
of  the  office  of  Secretary  at  war,  which  important  trufis  he  has  dis¬ 
charged  to  their  entire  approbation. 

Resolved ,  That  notwithfianding  the  foregoing  acceptance,  it  is  the 
intention  of  Congrefs,  that  general  Lincoln  fhall  continue  to  exercife 
the  duties  of  Secretary  at  war,  until  the  12th  day  of  November  next. 

- — aggP  esaan— .. 

Thursdat ,  October  30,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Bland 
and  Mr.  M‘Henry,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  26th  Septem¬ 
ber  lad,  from  R.  Varick, 

Resolved ,  1  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  of  the  date  of 
New-York,  to  fettle  with  and  pay  lieutenant-colonel  Richard  Varick, 
by  allowing  him  what  his  arrears  of  pay,  and  years  advance  as  deputy 
muBer-mader-general  was  worth  in  Specie  at  the  time  they  refpedtively 
became  due,  and  charge  the  fame  to  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Seconded  by  Mr.  Elolten, 

Resolved ,  by  nine  dates,  That  general  Knox  be  allowed  the  pay  of 
a  major-general  in  a  Separate  department,  during  his  command  at 
Wed-Point  ;  his  additional  pay  granted  by  the  refolution  of  the  12th 

of  January,  178  1,  to  ceafe  during  the  time  he  received  the  aforegoing 
allowance.  b 
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That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  paving  to  major 
general  Knox,  the  arrears  of  inch  fubfiftence  as  majors  general  in  a 
iepaiate  department  have  heretofore  received.  J  ° 

On  a  report  of  the  fecretary  at  war, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioner  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the 
quarter-mailer’s  department  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  fettle  the 
accounts  of  general  Bailey  which  he  has  againft  the  United  States  for 
moiK  y  advanced,  fupplies  given,  and  fervices  rendered  by  him  ’ 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Beresford,  Mr 
William fon  and  Mr.  Mercer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter, from  g‘ 
Bond,  deputy  fecretary  of  Congrefs, 

Resolved,  by  nine  dates,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take 
order  for  the  payment  of  500  dollars  to  G.  Bond,  deputy  fecretary  of 
Congi  efs,  on  account  of  his  extra  fervices.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Condia, 

Resolved,  That  the  quedion  on  the  report  of  the ’committee  on  a 
motion  m  Mr.  I  eters,  and  an  application  of  the  legiflature  of  Penn- 
fylvama,  relative  to  the  purchafe  of  the  Indian  claim  of  land  within 
the  juiild'aion  of  that  date,  which  waslodon  the  22d,  be  re-confidered 
I  he  report  being  taken  up  and  read, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell  to 
add  to  the  refolution,  “provided  that  no  treaty  (hall  be  entered  into 
witn  the  Indians  by  the  commiflioners  appointed  by  the  date  of  Penn- 
lylvama,  until  the  commiflioners  appointed  by  thefe  United  State" 
tor  negociating  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  fhallhave  completed  the  fame-  » 

And  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being-  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Duane,  '  8 


New- Ha  m i psbi  rc^ 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Islancl , 

Connecticut , 

RTew-Tork, 

Ncw-Jerscy, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland , 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South -Carol  in  a , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Hoi  ten, 

Mr.  Osgood, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  S.  Huntington. 
Mr.  B.  Huntington . 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L'  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Candid, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

M  r.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Read, 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

no 

no 

no 

no 


r*  * 
ay 


\ 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


\ 


divided . 


no 


> 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Eller v, 
to  add  by  way  of  amendment, 
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a  Nor  with  the  excluftve  right  of  Congrefs  to  negociate  treaties, 
regulate  trade,  and  manage  all  affairs  with  the  Indians  not  members 
of  any  particular  Hate  and  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amend¬ 
ment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 

New -  Ha  mpsbi  re, 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Islandy 

Connecticut , 

New-Yorky 

New-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland^ 

Virginia , 

North -Carolina) 

South -Carol  in  a^ 

So  the  queftion  was  lo 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Resolved ,  That  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  be  amend¬ 
ed  by  adding,  “  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  making  fuch  purchafe,”  after 
the  word  attend. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to  ftrike  out 
the  words,  “  and  the  commilftoners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,” 
&c.  to  the  end :  A  queftion  was  taken,  (hall  thofe  words  Hand  ?  and 
the  fame  being  loft,  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Holten,  to  add  in  lieu  of  the  words  ftruck  out, 

“  And  the  commilftoners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  are  in- 
ftruded  to  give  every  alftftance  in  their  power,  to  the  commilftoners 
who  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania,  towards  promoting 
the  intereft  ot  that  ftate,  as  tar  as  the  fame  may  conftft  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  intereft  of  the  union 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  beine:  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 
Mr.  B .  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieuy 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Condicty 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  M^Henryy 
Mr.  Lee) 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr,  Hawkins , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Ready 


Ne  w-Hampsh  ircy 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Islandy 

Connecticut) 

Vol.  VIII, 

/ 

4* 


Mr.  Foster) 

Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgoody 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 
Mr.  B.  Huntington , 
T  2 


326 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


New-York, 
New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North-Car  olina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  L’HommedieUi 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Condict, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Read, 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


Z  ^  dhided> 


Mr.  Beresford, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  refolution  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Read,  y 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-Tork, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

South-Carolina , 

North -Car  olina, 


Mr.  Foster ,  ay 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery,  no 

Mr.  Howell,  no 

Mr.  S.  Huntington,  ay 
Mr.  B.  Huntington,  ay 
Mr.  Duane,  ay 

Mr.  L’Hommedieu,  ay 
Mr.  Boudi  not , 

Mr.  Condict , 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Read, 


* 


i  divided* 
no 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

no 


y  j 

l 

o 


no 

°y 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

divided* 


Mr.  Beresford, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

I  he  preamble  being  then  taken  into  confideration,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Olgood,  leconded  by  Mr.  Howell,  to  ftrike  out  the  words, 
“  for  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  idea  of  a  divifion  of  coun¬ 
cils,  See.  to  the  end  :  and  on  the  queflion,  fhall  thofe  words  ftand  ? 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Iiowell, 


New -Hampshire, 

Mr.  Foster, 

ay  }» 

no  ? 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Osgood, 

> 

no  y 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no  ? 

/ 

Mr.  Howell } 

r  ‘ 

noy 

no 


no 
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Connecticut , 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 
Mr.  B .  Huntington ) 

New-York) 

Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L1  Ilommedieu, 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Condi ct , 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Maryland , 

Mr,  Carroll , 

Mr.  M*- Henry y 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Nortb-Carolinay 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

Mr,  Williamson , 

South-Car  olina , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 

no  ^ 

ayS 

ay 
ay 
ay 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
ay 


divided • 
ay 

divided, 

ay 

ay 

no 

no 

ay 


So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 

The  preamble  was  then  agreed  to  as  amended,  and  the  whole  is  as 
follows  : 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  application  of  the  legiflature  of  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  relative  to  a  treaty  for  the  purchafe  of  the  Indian  claim  to 
lands  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  that  ftate,  proceeded  from  a  refpedful 
attachment  to  the  federal  government,  and  a  defire  to  guard  againft 
prejudices  which  might  arile  from  the  interference  of  their  own  par¬ 
ticular  views  with  the  authority  of  the  United  States  :  That  the  pub¬ 
lic  intereft  might  have  been  deeply  aftetted  by  a  negociation  for  fuch 
purchafe  independent  of,  and  unconne&ed  with  the  general  treaty  to 
be  holden  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  commiftioners  for  holding  the  convention  with 
the  Indians  under  the  a£t  of  the  15  th  day  of  October  in  ft.  give  notice 
to  the  fupreme  executive  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  of  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  fuch  treaty,  to  the  end,  that  the  perfons  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  by  that  ftate,  for  purchafing  lands  within  the  limits  thereof,  at  the 
expenfe  of  the  faid  ftate,  may  attend  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  making  fuch 
purchafe,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  holding  the  faid  treaty  : 
and  the  commiftioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  are  inftru&ed 
to  give  every  afliftance  in  their  power,  to  the  commiftioners  who  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Pennfylvania,  towards  promoting-  the  inter- 

>eft  of  that  ftate,  as  far  as  the  fame  may  conlift  with  the  general  intereft 
of  the  union. 

On  a  memorial  from  Robert  Patton,  meflenger, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fum  of  ten  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  to  Ro¬ 
bert  Patton,  in  addition  to  his  falary,  from  the  21ft  day  of  June  laft, 
to  the  12th  of  November  next,  for  his  extra  fervices  and  expenfes. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee,* 

That  in  cafe  a  pielident  fhall  not  be  chofen  on  or  before  the  12th 
day  of  November  next,  the  fecretary  adjourn  Congrefs  on  that  day, 
to  meet  at  Annapolis  on  the  26th  of  the  faid  month,  according  to  the 
refolution  of  the  20th  inftant. 

,  tl^  clueftion  to  aSree  t0  this>  the  yeas  and  nays  beine  required 
oy  Mfi  Peters, 
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Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Holten , 

<21/ 

Mr.  Osgood , 

✓ 

<y/ 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery , 

cy 

Mr.  Howell , 

cy 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  b’.  Huntington , 

v' 

«y 

Mr.  L.  Huntington , 

qy 

New-York , 

Mr.  Duane , 

no 

Mr.  L}  Hommedieu, 

no 

A^o-yersey, 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

no 

Mr.  Condict , 

no 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

no 

Mr.  Peters , 

no 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

qy 

Mr.  McHenry, 

qy 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Lee, 

qy 

Mr.  Mercer , 

#y 

AL  r  z  h -Carol  in  a , 

Mr.  Hawkins , 

<?y 

Mr.  Williamson , 

ay 

South -Carolina,, 

Mr.  Read , 

ay 

Mr.  Beresford , 

ay 

ay 


ay 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


ay 


ay 


C  ay 
“y 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  lower  falls  of  Pa- 
towmack,  to  view  the  fituation  ol  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
fame,  and  report  a  proper  dillribt  for  carrying  into  effebt  the  refolution 
of  the  2  1  ft  of  October. 

Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Carroll,  to  amend  the  foregoing  motion  by  adding, 

“  And  that  the  committee  appointed  on  the  7th  day  of  Oblober  inft. 
to  report  the  moll  fuitable  place  for  erebling  buildings  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  Congrefs,  near  the  falls  of  the  Delaware,  be  direbted  to 
report  as  foon  as  may  be.” 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


Massachusetts , 
Rhodc-Islancl , 
Connecticut , 
New-York, 
Ncw-Jcrsey , 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


Mr.  Holten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  How  ell , 

Mr.  S.  Huntington , 
Mr.  B.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Conclict , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Mercer , 


OCTOBER  1783. 


323 


North-Car  olina , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Re. ad, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  which  was 
divided  from  the  amendment,  at  the  requeft  ol  a  member,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peters, 


Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Holten, 

ay 

Mr.  Osgood , 

ay 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

ay 

Mr.  Blow  ell, 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S .  Huntington, 

ay 

Mr.  B .  Huntington , 

ay 

New -York, 

Mr.  Duane , 

no 

Mr.  L’ Hommedieu, 

no 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Boudinot , 

no 

Mr.  Condict , 

no 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

no 

Mr.  Peters , 

no 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

ay 

Mr.  M‘ Henry, 

ay 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Lee, 

ay 

Mr.  Mercery 

ay 

Nortb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

ay 

Mr.  Williamson , 

ay 

South-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay 

Mr.  Beresford , 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fecond  part  was  agreed  to,  and  the  whole  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  lower 
falls  of  Patowmack,  to  view  the  fituation  of  the  country  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  the  fame,  and  report  a  proper  diftridt  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  refofution  of  the  2  1ft  of  Odtober  ;  and  that  the  committee  appoin¬ 
ted  on  the  7th  of  October,  to  report  the  mod  fuitable  place  for  erec¬ 
ting  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  Congrefs,  near  the  falls  of- 
the  Delaware,  be  directed,  to  report  as  foon  as  may  be. 

The  members,  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Mercer 
and  Mr.  Williamfon. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  ITowell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 

That  the  prefident  tranfmitto  the  executives  of  New-Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  copies  of  the  adts  of  Congrefs  of 
the  7th  inft.  refpedting  buildings  to  be  eredted  for  a  federal  town  on 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware  ;  and  of  the  adts  of  the  2  1ft  inft.  refpedting 
buildings  to  be  eredted  on  the  banks  of  Patowmack,  for  a  fecond  fe¬ 
deral  town,  and  the  adjournment  of  Congrefs  to  Annapolis  ;  and  that 
copies  be  alfo  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral  other  ftates  in  the  union. 

A  divifion  was  called  for,  and  a  queftion  taken  on  the  firft  claufe, 
as  lar  as  u  Delaware,”  incluftve  ;  paffed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fecond  claufe,  from  Delaware  to 
the  end,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peters, 
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Massachusetts , 
Pbode-Island, 
Connecticut , 
New-York, 
Mew- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 
Morth-Carolina , 
South-Car  olina, 

So  it  was  refolved  in 


Mr.  Molten , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  £.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Z.  Huntington , 
Mr.  Duane , 

Mr.  L'  Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Boudinot , 

Mr.  Condict , 

M  r .  iJ/r; 72 fg-o m £ r>’> 
Mr.  Peters , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

Mr.  AP  Henry, 

Mr.  Zee, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawk  ins , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

affi  rmative. 


Fridat,  October  31,  1783. 

Mr.  George  Bond,  deputy  fecretary,  having  informed,  that  the  flate 
ot  Ins  private  affairs  will  not  fuffer  him  to  continue  longer  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  public,  and  therefore  tendered  to  Congrefs  his  refignation 
01  the  appointment  of  deputy  fecretary. 

Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  Mr.  George  Bond,  deputy  fecre¬ 
tary  of  Congrefs,  be  accepted  ;  and  that  he  be  informed,  Congrefs  ap¬ 
prove  the  fidelity  and  affiduity  with  which  he  has  difeharged  the  duties 
01  his  appointment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

•  -Resolved,  1  hat  the  fecretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and 
lnltructed,  to  continue  to  employ  Mr.  John  Dunlap,  to  print  for  Con- 

grels  ;  and  to  inform  him,  that  Congrefs  expeft  he  will  keep  his  office 
at  the  place  where  they  may  refide. 

Nathan  Jones,  a  clerk  in  the  war-office,  having  informed,  that  he 
is  under  a  neceflity  of  quitting  his  office, 

Resolved,  That  the  account  of  Nathan  Jones,  a  clerk  in  the  war- 

office,  for  his  falary,  be  made  up  to  the  firfl  of  January  next,  in  con- 
lideration  of  his  faithful  fervices. 


The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Holten  and  Mr.  Haw¬ 
kins,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  Henry  Remfen,  jun. 
and  Benjamin  Bankfon,  clerks  in  the  fecretary’s  office  ;  report, 

J  hat  at  a  time  when  Congrefs  are  taking  meafures  to  reduce  the 
national  expenfes,  it  will  be  highly  improper  to  augment  falaries,  yet 
confidering  the  increafed  labour  ot  the  memorialifts,  occaiioned  by  the 
reduced  numbei  ot  clerks  in  the  fecretary’s  office,  and  the  temporary 
fufpenfion  of  the  department  for  foreign  affairs,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  fome  allowance  ought  to  be  made  them  for  fuch  ex,tra 
fervices  :  whereupon, 
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Resolved ,  by  nine  Hates,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Henry  Remfen, 
jun.  and  Benjamin  Bankfon,  the  two  clerks  in  the  fecretary’s  office, 
200  dollars  each  for  their  extra  fervices. 

A  contrail  between  his  moll  Chriftian  majefty  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  entered  into  on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1783, 
being  laid  before  Congrefs, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fame  be  ratified  in  the  terms  following  : 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled , 

To  all  who  lhall  fee  thefe  prefents,  fend  greeting  : 

Whereas  Benjamin  Franklin,  our  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  in  purfuance  of  the  powers  in  him  veiled,  did  on 
the  25th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1783,  with  Charles  Gravier  de 
Vergennes,  &c.  counfelior  of  the  king  in  all  his  councils,  commander 
of  his  orders,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  Hate,  &c.  veiled  with  full 
power  ol  his  moll  Chrillian  majefly  for  the  purpofe,  enter  into,  con¬ 
clude  and  fign  a  contract  between  his  moll  Chrillian  majelly  and  the 
United  States  of  North-America,  in  the  Avords  following,  viz. 

(Here  infert  the  contrad  at  large.) 

NOW  KNOW  YE,  That  we  the  faid  United  States  in  Congrefs 
alTembled,  impreffed  with  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  affiflance  and  affedion 
manifelted  by  his  moll  Chrillian  majelly  in  the  above  contract,  have 
ratified  and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  ratify  and  confirm  the 
faid  contract,  and  every  article  thereof ;  and  we  do  hereby  empower 
oui  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  to  deliver  this 
our  ratification  in  exchange  for  the  ratification  of  the  faid  contract  on 
the  part  of  his  moll  Chriftian  majefty.  In  teftimony  whereof,  we  have 
caufed  our  feal  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  witnefs  his  excellency  Elias 
Boudinot,  prefident,  this  31ft  day  of  Odober,  1783,  and  of  our  fo- 
vereignty  and  independence  the  eighth. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Gerry 
and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  fecretary  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs,  refpeding  an  agent  or  conful  at  Madeira, 

Resolved ,  That  a  commercial  agent  be  appointed  to  affift  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  other  citizens  of  thefe  United  States,  trading  to  the  Ifland 
of  Madeira  and  Porto  Santo. 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  John  Marfden  Pintard  was  eleded. 

Accoiding  to  order,  the  hon.  P.  J.  Van  Berckel,  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  from  their  high  in  igh  tine  lies  the  Hates  general  of  the  United 
Nethei  lands,  was  admitted  to  an  audience  : 

And  upon  being  introduced,  he  addreffed  Congrefs  in  a  fpeech,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  tranftation  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Congress , 

.  Previous  to  my  laying  before  you  the  commiffion  with  which  their 
high  mightmeffes  the  Hates  general  of  the  United  Netherlands  have 
honored  me,  permit  me  to  exprefs  the  joy  I  feel  on  finding  myfelf  this 
day  in  this  affembly,  and  meeting  thole  illuftrious  men  whom  the  pre¬ 
tent  age  admires,  and  whom  pofterity  will  always  point  to  as  models 
°t  patriotffm,  and  whofe  merits  eternity  itfelf  can  alone  recompence. 

.  ,  e  aI1  Eur°Pe  kept  its  eyes  fixed  on  your  exploits,  their  high 

mightmeffes  coulc*  not  refrain  from  very  ferioufty  interfiling  them-  ' 
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felves  therein,  recolleaing  as  they  always  did  the  dangers  and  diffi¬ 
culties  to  which  their  fore-fathers  were  fubjectted,  before  they  could 
free  themfelves  from  the  yoke  in  which  they  were  enthralled.  They 
knew  better  than  any  other  the  worth  of  independence,  and  they  knew 
better  to  fet  a  jutt  value  on  the  greatnefs  of  your  defigns.  They  ap¬ 
plauded  your  generous  enterprizc,  which  was  infpired  by  a  love  of  your 
country,  conduded  with  prudence  and  fupported  with  heroic  courage  ; 
and  they  rejoiced  at  the  happy  fuccefs  which  crowned  your  labours.  * 

In  order  to  convince  you  of  their  affedion,  and  the  part  they  take 
in  whatever  regards  your  republic,  my  matters  have  charged  me  to  con¬ 
gratulate  you  on  the  accomplishment  of  your  defire,  which  had  for 
its  objed  the  power  of  your  own  abfolute  will,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
that  inettimable  and  natural  treafure,  which  places  you  in  the  rank  of 
fovereign  and  independent  powers. 

How  flattei  ing  is  it  to  me  to  find  myfelf  this  day  the  organ  and 
interpreter  of  the  fentiments  and  difpolitions  of  my  matters,  and  to 
have  it  in  my  power  to  allure  you,  on  their  behalf,  that  there  is  no¬ 
thing  which  they  more  ardently  wifh  than  the  happinefs  of  your  re¬ 
public,  and  the  ettablifhment  of  the  union  of  your  ttates.  May  this 
union,  founded  on  the  principles  of  true  patriotifm  and  a  love  for  the 
public  good,  be  cemented  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  neither  falfe  ambition, 
jealoufy,  or  private  interett,  may  ever  be  able  to  do  it  the  Ieatt  injury. 
May  the  adminiftration  of  a  wife  and  prudent  government,  difpenfe 
happinefs  and  plenty  among  the  people,  and  give  them  a  glory  ex¬ 
tended  from  pole  to  pole,  and  as  lafting  as  ages. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Their  high  mightineffes  are  not  content  with  fending  compliments 
of  congratulation,  which  are  in  themfelves  unfruitful,  but  being  con¬ 
vinced  that  an  intercourfe  of  commerce  and  mutual  good  will,  are  the 
furett  means  of  binding  clofer  the  facred  bonds  of  friendship,  which  al¬ 
ready  unite  you  together  ;  they  have  commanded  me  to  affure  you, 
that  they  have  nothing  nearer  at  heart,  than  to  labour  effeduallv  to 
render  this  friendfhip  fruitful  and  profitable,  and  to  contribute  as  far 
as  pottible  to  the  aggrandizement  of  an  ally,  from  whom  they  promife 
themfelves  the  fame  efforts.  This  is  a  Sketch,  but  a  very  feeble  and 
imperfect  Sketch,  of  the  fentiments  of  my  matters,  whole  Sincerity  fur- 
paffes  expreffion,  but  which  is  however  manifetted  in  the  letter  which  I 
Shall  have  the  honor  to  deliver  you.  This,  gentlemen,  this  is  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  million  with  which  they  have  honored  me.  May  it  be  in 
my  power  worthily  to  anfwer  their  expectation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  gain  your  affeClion  and  confidence,  which  are  fo  neceffary  for  the 
fuccefs  of  my  undertaking.  As  to  myfelf,  without  guile  and  without 
artifice,  I  fliall  always  conduct  myfelf  with  that  re&itude,  candor  and 
cordiality  which  form  the  diftinguiShed  charader  of  a  true  republican, 
and  which  is  at  the  fame  time  the  belt  fecurity  for  my  attaining  the 
point  of  my  ambition,  which  is  that  of  gaining  the  approbation  of  Con- 
grefs,  the  friendfhip  of  its  members,  and  the  efteem  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

He  then  delivered  the  letter  from  their  high  mightineffes  the  ttates 
general,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation. 
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To  the  United  States  of  America ,  in  Congress  assembled • 

Our  Friends  and  Allies , 

WITH  very  great  fatisfaHion  did  we,  by  the  reception  of  the  bon. 
Mr.  Adams,  your  minilfer  with  our  (fate,  acknowledge  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  your  republic  ;  and  with  equal  and  much  greater  delight  have 
we  received  the  pleafing  tidings  of  the  conclufion  of  the  preliminary 
articles  of  peace,  by  which  the  court  of  Great-Britain  has  declared  you 
free  and  independent  (fates.  We  have  long  ardently  wifhed  lor  this 
happy  period,  having,  for  feveral  years  palf,  with  borrow  feen  the  trou¬ 
bles  and  difficulties  with  which  you  were  obliged  to  Ifruggle.  And 
we  do  moft  cordially  congratulate  you  on  this  happy  event,  fincerely 
taking  a  fhare  in  your  prefent  agreeable  fituation. 

To  give  a  teffimony  of  our  fentiments  in  this  refpedt,  and  to  convince 
you  of  our  unfeigned  elfeern,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  lend  to  you 
an  envoy  extraordinary  ;  we  have  for  thatpurpofe  chofen  a  gentleman 
of  dilfindfion,  whofe  perfonal  qualifications  are  in  great  repute  among 
us  ;  the  hon.  Mr.  Peter  John  Van  Berckel,  burgo-malfer  of  the  city 
of  Rotterdam,  and  a  deputy  in  our  alTembly.  We  hope  and  trull  that 
you  will  gracioufly  receive  this  gentleman  in  quality  of  our  minilfer 
plenipotentiary,  and  when  he  fhall  have  the  honor  to  deliver  you  thefe 
prefents,  and  to  enter  into  farther  negociations  with  you,  that  you 
will  give  full  faith  unto  him  as  unto  ourlelves,  being  allured  that  he 
will  not  be  able  to  exprefs  in  terms  too  Itrong  the  fentiments  of  elfeem 
and  reverence  which  we  have  for  a  long  time  pofTelTed  for  that  wif- 
dom,  courage  and  perfeverance  by  which  you  have  rendered  yourfelves 
famous  throughout  the  world. 

May  God  grant  that  your  rifmg  republic  may  become  more  and 
more  profperous  ;  that  it  may  increafe  in  lulfre  and  glory,  and  fublilf  to 
the  end  of  time. 

We  lhall  at  all  times  rejoice  in  your  increafing  felicity  ;  and  we 
defire  nothing  more  ardently  than  that  we  may  maintain  the  Ifridlefl 
friendfhip  and  correfpondence  with  you,  for  the  good  of  the  fubjeefs 
and  inhabitants  of  both  countries. 

This  letter  being  read,  the  prefident  returned  the  following  anfsver 
to  the  minilfer  : 

SIR, 

IN  a  contelf  for  the  rights  of  human  nature,  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  could  not  but  be  impreffed  with  the  glori¬ 
ous  example  of  thofe  illulfrious  patriots,  who,  triumphing  over  every 
difficulty  and  danger,  elf ablifhed  the  liberties  of  the  United  Nether¬ 
lands  on  the  molf  honorable  and  permanent  bafis,  Congrefs,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  war,  fought  the  friendfhip  of  their  high  might  inelfes  ; 
convinced  that  the  fame  inviolable  regard  for  liberty,  and  the  fame 
wifdom,  juffice  and  magnanimity  which  led  their  fore-fathers  to  glory, 
was  handed  down  unimpaired  to  their  polferity  ;  and  our  fatisfadlion 
was  great  in  accomplilhing  with  them  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
on  terms  fo  acceptable  to  both  nations. 

With  the  fincereft  pleafure,  fir,  we  receive  the  honorable  teffimoni- 
als  of  confidence  and  elfeem  of  their  high  mightineffes,  and  their  af~ 
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fe&ionate  congratulations  on  the  fuccefs  of  our  efforts  in  the  facred 
caufe  of  liberty. 

We  affure  you,  fir,  that  it  is  our  earneft  defire,  to  unite  with  their 
high  mightineffes  in  every  raeafure  which  can  promote  the  moll  unre 
lerved  confidence,  and  the  mod  friendly  intercourfe  between  two  na¬ 
tions,  which  have  vindicated  their  freedom  amidft  the  mod  trying- 
fcenes  of  danger  and  didrels,  and  have  been  equally  bleffed  bv  the 
gracious  interpofuion  of  Divine  Providence,  with  that  fovereigntv  and 
independence  lo  elfential  to  their  lafety  and  happinefs. 

Governed  by  the  fame  ardent  love  of  freedom,  and  the  fame  maxims 
ot  pohcy  ;  cemented  by  a  liberal  fyftem  of  commerce,  and  earneftly 
oil  poled  to  advance  our  mutual  profperity,  by  a  reciprocity  of  good  of¬ 
fices;  we  perfuade  ourfelves  that  the  moft  friendly  and  beneficial  con- 

nea.on  between  the  two  republics,  will  be  preferved  inviolate  to  the 
Jateit  ages. 

It  adds,  fir, greatly  to  our  pleafureon  this  intereftingoccafion,  that  their 
higii  mightineffes  have  employed  as  their  minifter,  a  gentleman  fo  highly 
celebrated  tor  rectitude  and  patriotifm,  and  from  whofe  illnfirious  fa¬ 
mily  thele  United  States  have  received  the  moft  diftinguifhed  proofs  of 
regard  and  friend  (hip. 

I  he  fecretary  at  war  reported,  that  the  following  lines,  corps  and  in- 
.  IVK  ua">  ',avc  agreed  to  accept  the  commutation  of  five  years  pay, 
in  lieu  of  the  half-pay  for  life,  as  appears  by  the  papers  accompanying- 
his  report  :  1  J 

i  he  lines  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Con¬ 
necticut,  Mew- York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland 
and  Virginia.  J 

Armand’s  legion,  two  light-dragoons,  Hazen’s  regiment  : 

Corps  of  engineers,  fappers  and  miners,  Patton’s  and  Pendleton’s 
artificers,  Van  fleer’s  troop: 

Adjutant-general  and  family,  brigadier-general  Clinton  : 

Colonel  William  Grayfon,  colonel  Malcolm,  lieutenant-colonel 
Morris  : 

Major  Franks,  major  Aquilla  Giles,  major  M‘Pherfon,  major  Burnet, 
major  Barber,  major  Bruin,  of  the  artificers,  captain  Turner,  captain 
Bentalon,  captain  John  Stevens,  captain  M‘Lane,  captain  Second, 
lieutenant  Beaulieu,  lieutenant  Jollibois,  hofpital-department  and  Dr. 
rl  ilton,  Dr.  Bodo  Otto,  Dr.  Frederick  Otto,  Dr.  Martin. 

1  he  Rev .  Mr.  Fills,  IVfr.  Plumb,  and  IMr.  Armdrong”. 

SaTurdat,  November  1,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Madilon  and  Mr.  Peters,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  14th 
March,  1783,  from  the  fecretary  at  war  : 

Resolved ,  That  all  lieutenant-colonels  commandant  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  fliall  rank  as  full  colonels  from  the  date  of  their 
K.fpedtivc  commiflions,  and  that  new  commifdons  ifTue  accordingly, 
the  refolution  of  the  27th  May,  1778,  notwithdanding. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington, 
Mr.  A.  Lee  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  from 
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captian  J.  P.  Jones,  to  the  agent  of  marine,  of  the  13th  O&ober,  and 
a  letter  from  him  to  Congrefs  ol  the  18th  oi  the  lame  month, 

Resolved ,  That  captain  John  Paul  Jones  be,  and  he  hereby  is  re¬ 
commended  to  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  as  agent,  to  folicit  under  the  direction  of  the 
faid  minifter,  for  payment  and  fatisfadtion  to  the  officers  and  crews, 
for  all  prizes  taken  in  Europe  under  his  command,  and  to  which  they 
are  anywife  entitled.  And  that  the  faid  captain  J.  P.  Jones,  ftiall 
receive  the  commiffion  ulually  allowed  in  fuch  cafes,  out  of  the  money 
which  he  fhall  recover  as  agent  for  the  faid  prizes,  in  full  compenfa- 
tion  for  his  fervices  and  expenfes  :  Provided  always,  that  the  faid 
captain  J.  P.  Jones,  previous  to  his  entering  upon  the  execution  of 
the  faid  truft,  lhall  give  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  all  concerned,  fufficient  bonds  with  good  fecurity,  for  the 
faithful  difcharge  thereof,  and  for  the  juft  payment  of  the  fame  to  the 
faid  fuperintendant  of  finance,  to  be  by  him  diftributed  to  thofe  per- 
fons  who  may  be  entitled  thereto. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Greene,  was  read,  ftating, 
that  the  letters  and  mifcellaneous  papers,  containing  a  hiftory  of  the 
moft  material  parts  of  the  fouthern  operations,  may  contain  fome 
things  which  Congrefs  or  their  officers  may  hereafter  have  occalion 
to  refer  to  :  That  if  Congrefs  fhould  think  it  an  objedl  worthy  the 
expenfe,  he  would  be  glad  to  get  the  whole  papers  tranfcribed  into 
bound  books,  and  would  take  the  trouble  of  directing  the  bufinefs,  if 
Congrefs  will  be  at  the  expenfe  of  a  clerk  to  do  the  writing :  where¬ 
upon. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  furnifh  general  Greene  with  a  clerk, 
to  copy  into  a  book  or  books,  the  papers  or  letters  in  his  pofleffion, 
relative  to  the  fouthern  operations  ;  and  that  the  record  thereof  be 
lodged  in  the  fecretary’s  office  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  agent  of  marine  provide  captain  J.  P.  Jones 
with  a  pafTage  to  France,  in  the  ftiip  Waffiington. 

On  a  report  from  the  fecretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
petition  from  lieutenant  Richard  'Fullerton,  and  a  motion  thereon  ; 
Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Lieutenant  Richard  Fullerton  having  acted  as  a  volunteer  at  an 
early  period  of  the  war,  particularly  in  the  ablion  on  Long-Ifland,  and 
at  the  battles  of  I  teuton  and  Princeton  ;  and  having  difcharged  the 
feveral  extra  appointments  oi  adjutant,  major  of  brigade,  and  the  im¬ 
portant  one  of  affiftant  adjutant-general  to  the  fouthern  army,  highly 
to  the  fatisfadlion  of  his  general  officers  : 

^  Resolved ,  that  the  fecretary  at  war  ifi'ue  to  lieutenant  Fullerton, 
the  brevet  commiffion  of  captain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Ordered ,  i  hat  the  poft-mafter-general  enquire  into  the  circum- 
ftaiu  es  of  the  mail  being. ftolen  out  of  the  pod-office  in  Princeton,  on 
laft^l  hurfday  evening,  and  make  report  thereof  to  Congrefs. 

1  he  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  S. 
Huntington,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Wilfon,  to  devife 
means  lor  procuring  a  full  reprefentation  in  Congrefs,  having  reported, 
whether  from  the  peculiar  circumftances  fome  of  the  dates 
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have  been  under  during  the  war,  or  that  the  hates  in  general  were 
not  Sufficient  impreffed  with  the  importance  of  keeping  up  a  conhant 
representation  in  Congrefs,  the  committee  cannot  find  on  examining 
the  journals,  notwithilanding  the  repeated  earned  recommendations 
lor  that  purpofe,  that  all  the  hates  have  been  reprefented  at  the  fame 
time  :  it  appears  that  frequently  there  have  not  been  more  than  nine 
Hates,  and  too  generally  not  more  than  a  competent  reprefentation  for 
the  lefler  objeAs  of  the  confederation.  As  the  articles  of  confedera¬ 
tion  are  Silent  upon  this  lubjedd,  any  further  than  by  fixing  the  num¬ 
ber  ot  delegates  lor  each  hate,  and  by  declaring  how  many  (halt  con- 
llitute  a  reprefentation,  the  committee  prefume  fuch  hlence  was  in 
confequence  of  a  firm  reliance  that  the  hates  could  not  be  inattentive 
to  a  duty  not  only  effential  to  the  interehs  of  each  hate,  but  likewife 
to  a  principle  on  which  the  federal  government  itlelf  rehs. 

The  articles  of  confederation  requiring,  for  cerain  purpofes,  the 
agreement  ol  nine  hates  ;  and  as  it  has  Seldom  happened  more  than 
that  number  have  attended,  the  committee  conceive,  that  not  only  the 
injury  the  public  and  individuals  have  buffered  hereby,  have  been  oc- 
cahoned,  in  many  inhances,  by  the  ablence  of  the  delegates  of  fome 
of  the  hates,  but  likewife  that  the  Spirit  of  the  articles  of  confedera¬ 
tion  have  been  defeated,  by  making  an  unanimity  neceffary,  whereas 
nine  only  out  ol  thirteen  are  required.  And  the  committee  are  fur¬ 
ther  of  opinion,  that  unlefs  the  hates  purfue  effeddual  meafures  for  keep¬ 
ing  up  a  conhant  reprefentation,  another  material  object  of  the  con¬ 
federation  will  be  fruhrated.  The  delays  unavoidable  for  want  of  a 
full  reprefentation,  will,  they  conceive,  oblige  Congrefs  to  remain  Sit¬ 
ting  the  whole  year,  whereas  by  the  articles  of  confederation  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  it  was  expected  part  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  United  States, 
would  be  tranfadted  by  a  committee  of  the  hates. 

The  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  that  it  Ihould  be  earnehly 
recommended  to  the  refpedlive  hates,  to  take  the  moh  effedhial  mea¬ 
fures  to  obtain,  at  all  times,  while  Gongrefs  are  fitting',  a  full  repre¬ 
fentation,  that  the  delay  of  bufinels,  which  has  proved  So  injurious  to 
the  public,  and  grievous  to  individuals,  may  no  longer  be  a  fubjedl  of 
complaint. 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report ; 

And  in  order  that  the  hates  may  have  a  proper  knowledge  of  the 
circumhances  Gongrefs  (hall  be  under  in  this  refpedt, 

Resolved ,  That  every  morning,  at  eleven  o’clock,  an  account  be  ta¬ 
ken  of  the  attendance  of  the  Several  delegates  in  Gongrefs,  and  a  copy 
thereof,  together  with  an  account  of  the  hates  unreprefented,  be  fent 
to  the  executive  of  each  hate. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confihing  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Mr. 
Duane  and  Mr.  Madifon,  to  whom  were  referred,  among  other  things, 
a  letter  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  of  the  15th  September  lah, 
and  Sundry  papers  therein  enclofed, 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  an  inhrudlion  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance, 
to  inform  the  farmers  general  of  France,  that  Congrefs  are  fenfible  of 
their  generous  attention  to  the  circumhances  of  the  war  in  which  thefe 
United  States  have  been  So  long  engaged,  and  which,  interrupting 
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tlieir  commerce,  deprived  them  of  the  means  of  teafonable  remittan¬ 
ces,  to  fatisfy  the  balance  fo  juflly  due  on  the  loan  made  by  them. 

That  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  in  providing  for  the 
national  debt,  by  their  ad  of  the  18th  day  of  April,  1783,  were  not 
unmindful  of  the  demands  of  laid  farmers  general ;  and  when  the  fyf- 
tem  thereby  adopted  for  the  relief  of  public  creditors  (hall  have  taken 
efFeCf,  the  interefl  accruing  on  the  balance  due  to  the  faid  farmers  ge¬ 
neral  will  be  punctually  remitted  :  And  that  if  this  arrangement  (hall 
not  prove  fatisfa&ory  to  the  farmers  general,  they  fhall  be  affured  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  that  all  the  means  in  their  power  fhall 
be  employed  to  difcharge  the  principal  fum  due  to  the  faid  tai  mers  ge¬ 
neral,  as  foon  as  the  condition  of  the  public  finances  will  admit. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Lee 
and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  lieutenant  Wil¬ 
liam  Stewart, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  paying 
lieutenant  William  Stewart,  two  months  pay  on  account. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Holten,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Resolved,  That  the  feveral  matters  now  before  Congrefs,  be  refer¬ 
red  over  and  recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  United  Sates  in  Con¬ 
grefs  affembled,  to  meet  at  this  place  on  Monday  next. 
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Havanna, 
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to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  executives  of  the  refpeftive  bates,  200 
Argote  Don  Antonio^  to  obtain  redrefs,  -  _  130 

fo  much  of  the  letters  refpeaing,  committed,  ibid. 
reported  on,  .  _  200 
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retire,  -  _  J 

fubfiftence-money  to  be  allowed  to  officers  in  lieu  of  rations,  18 
officers  to  receive  compenfation  for  horfes  killed,  wounded 
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promotion  of  cols,  commandant  to  brigadiers  conrtdered,  L9,  28 
refolutions  of  7th  Auguft,  1782,  to  be  fuloended  as  far 
as  relates  to  the  lines  of  New-Hamplhire,  Rhode-Hland, 
Netv-Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania,  .  42 
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Army,  an  account  of  the  payments  made  to,  ordered  to  be  laid 

before  Gongrefs,  -  -  114 

mode  of  commutation  for  half-pay  refolved  upon  and 
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refolutions  on  the  report  of,  -  -  ibid* 
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ved,  ...  203 

the  obflacles  to  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts  of,  and  the 
means  to  obviate  them  to  be  reported,  .  -  ibid* 

accounts  of,  to  be  finally  adjulfed  and  certificates  given  for 
the  balance  due,  -  -  212 

fuch  officers  as  were  prifoners  of  war  to  receive  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  part  of  their  pay,  -  -  218 

furloughs  to  be  granted  to  the  troops  in  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  -  -  236 

the  detachment  under  gen.  Howe  commended  for  their 
alacrity  jn  executing  the  fervice  refpe&ing  the  muti¬ 
neers,  -  -  274 

the  reafon  required  why  the  troops  lately  furloughed  did 
not  previoully  receive  part  of  their  pay,  -  215 

an  account  of  all  the  monies  applied  to  the  purchafing  of 
clothing  fince  the  fuperintendants  coming  into  office, 
to  be  laid  before  Gongrefs,  -  -  248 

furloughs  to  be  granted  to  fuch  of  the  general  medical 
and  flaff  officers,  and  the  officers  of  engineers,  whole  fer- 
vices  are  not  neceffary,  -  281 

brevet  commiffions  one  grade  higher  to  be  ifiued  to  all 
officers  under  major-general,  holding  the  rank  they  did 
in  1777,  -  -  -  282 

proclamation  difeharging,  -  -  313 
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Articles  preliminary,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  refpedive  Hates, 
violation  of,  by  the  Britilh,  to  be  made  the  fubjed  of  re- 
monftrance,  -  - 

Artificers  to  be  fettled  with  for  pay  and  depreciation, 

Asgill  captain,  to  be  fet  at  liberty, 

Bailey  general,  accounts  of  to  be  fettled,  -  _  - 

Balloting,  the  mode  of,  to  be  ufed  in  appointing  fmall  committees, 
Barclay  Thomas ,  elected  commiffioner  to  fettle  accounts  in  Eu¬ 
rope?  -  -  “ 

Beaumarchais  Mr.  accounts  of,  to  be  adjuired, 

-Bond  George ,  deputy- fecretary  of  Gongrefs,  to  be  paid  for  extra 
fervices,  - 

Boudinot  the  hon.  Elias,  chofen  prefident  of  Gongrefs 
Brevet,  commiffions  by,  not  to  entitle  to  pay  or  emolumens,  unlefs 
the  fame  be  expreffed  in  the  refolution  granting, 

Broadhead ,  to  be  paid  his  expenditures, 

Brussel  Joseph ,  a  feaman,  difabled  in  adion,  allowance  made  to 
for  life,  - 

Cambray  lieutenant-colonel,  refolution  on  the  letter  of, 
promoted  to  colonel  by  brevet 

Canadians ,  refugees,  to  be  rewarded  for  their  fufiferings  in  the 

caufe  of  liberty, 

petition  in  behalf  of,  confidered, 

Carleton  fir  Guy ,  letter  from,  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief, 

letter  from,  refpeding  perfons  fufpeded  of  for¬ 
ging  finance  notes,  confidered, 

Certificates  loan-office,  the  reafon  of  difcontinuing  the  intereil 

payable  on, 

an  account  of  the  annual  intereft  payable  on,  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  of  the  bills  drawn  for  the  payment  there¬ 
of  to  be  laid  before  Congrefs, 

Ceffation  of  arms,  proclamation  of, 

Ceffion  of  territory  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  confider¬ 
ed,  -  -  179,  203,  204,  205,  206,  254,  260 

Chain  made  for  the  defence  of  Hudfon’s  river,  not  to  be  dilpofed  of,  281 
Chaplains,  commutation  for  half-pay  to  be  calculated  to,  192 

Clothier-general,  copies  of  the  returns  from,  of  clothing  received, 
and  of  clothing  upon  hand  required, 

Clothing  for  2000  troops,  the  fale  of  goods  neceffary  for,  to  be 
fufpended,  - 

Commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  marine  de¬ 
partment,  *■ 

to  fettle  accounts  in  Europe, 
an  adequate  provifion  to  be  made,  and  inftrudions 
to  be  reported  for, 

Mr.  Thomas  Barclay  eleded,  -  ibid* 

Commiffioners  of  accounts  to  receive  lottery-tickets  as  vouchers 

for  prizes,  -  -  -  37 

the  proceedings  of  a  court  of,  to  be  lodged  among 
the  ads  of  Gongrefs,  -  -  44 
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Commiffioners  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  embarkation  at  New". 

York,  to  be  recalled, 

for  holding  the  convention  with  the  Indians,  to 
give  notice  to  the  executive  of  the  ftate  of  Penn- 

r  -n-  of  tlle  time  and  P,ace  of  holding  it, 

Commiffions  to  iffue  tor  all  regimental  officers  entitled  to' fill  va- 
cancies,  - 

Committee,  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Wifla- 

ture  of  Pennfylvania,  -  _ 

to  conlider  what  meafures  are  to  be  taken  againft  pub¬ 
lications  concerning  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  of  injurious  tendency, 
report  of, 

declaration  and  proteft  of  Mr.  Howell  thereon, 
to  report  the  meafures  to  be  taken  refpeding  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Howell,  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 

Congrefs,  -  _ 

report  of,  confidered,  -  „  36  38 

to  report  luch  meafures  as  it  may  be  proper  for  Con-  ’ 
giels  to  take  refpeding  duty  upon  impofts, 
to  conier  with  the  commander  in  chief, 
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propofition  reported  by,  approved, 
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to  devife ,  the  means  to  be  taken  in  confequence  of 
letters  received  from  the  iuperintendant  of  finance,  1  12 
to  devile  the  meafures  necelfary  to  compel  perfons 
who  have  received  public  money  to  account, 

to  conlider  what  redudion  may  be  made  in  the  civil 
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commercial  and  political,  -  „ 
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ceed  on  bufinels, 

ol  the  whole,  chairman  of,  to  be  eleded  by  ballot, 
votes  of,  to  be  taken  by  the  ftates, 
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before  Congrefs, 
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Commutation  for  half-pay  to  officers  fpecified, 
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purchafe  of  clothing  for  the  army,  248 
an  account  of  all  the  notes  iffued  by 
him  and  treafurer,  -  251 
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86 


Finance  fuperintendant  of,  an  eftimate  of  the  foreign  and  domef- 

tic  debt, 

Finance,  ftate  of,  in  1782,  -  "0  ll2 

report  of  a  committee  on  the  office  ol,  100,  HO,  ill,  1 
report  of  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the 

tranfadions  of  the  office  of,  -  201,202 

Flag,  papers  refpeding  the  capture  of,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 

Britilh  general  and  admiral,  -  .  TT  . 

Fortune  Good ,  application  to  be  made  to  the  minifters  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  in  France,  refpeding  the  capture  of, 

Franklin  Dr.  allowance  to  his  fecretary  approved, 

extra#  of  a  letter  from,  -  “ 

Funds  for  the  payment  of  intereft  of  the  national  debt,  furplus  of, 
to  form  a  finking  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  principal, 

Furloughs  to  be  granted  by  the  commander  in  chief  and  com¬ 
manding  officers  in  the  fouthern  department, 
to  be  granted  to  fuch  of  the  general  medical  llafF  offi¬ 
cers,  whofe  fervices  are  not  neceffary, 

Geddes  Mr.  William ,  refigns  his  office,  auditor  at  the  treafury, 
Geographers  to  the  army,  provifion  made  for, 

Gill  capt.  Erasmus ,  accounts  of,  to  be  adjuffed, 

Gilman  D.  G.  accounts  of,  to  be  fettled  as  thofe  of  other  hofpi- 

tal  furgeons,  -  -  t 

Goselin  capt.  Clement ,  petition  of,  refpeding  Canadian  lefugees, 

confidered,  - 

Gouvion  col.  permitted  to  retire,  commended, 

to  be  provided  with  a  paffage  to  France, 

Great  on  col.  John ,  promoted, 

Greene  maior-general,  thanks  of  Congrefs  to,  and  to  the  army  under,  68 

to  be  prefented  with  two  pieces  of  field  ord¬ 
nance  taken  from  the  Britiffi,  as  a  pub¬ 
lic  teftimonial  of  his  merit, 

Gridley ,  cafe  of,  refpeding  half-pay  confidered, 

Half-pay,  commutation  for,  to  officers  in  the  army  fpecified, 

Halstead ,  memorial  of  confidered, 

paid  in  part  of  his  account, 

Hancock  J .  Efq;  allowance  to,  for  his  expenfes  during  the  time 
he  aded.  as  prefident  of  Congrefs, 

Hand  brigadier-general,  to  be  continued  adjutant-general, 

Hanson  the  lion.  John ,  thanks  of  Congrefs  to,  for  his  condud  in 
the  chair,  - 

Harvey  Reuben,  merchant  in  Cork,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
thanks  of  Congrefs  to, 

Hodgdon  S.  charges  againfl  difmified, 

Hollingsworth  H.  report  of  judge  Hanfon  on  the  cafe  of,  appproved,  16 
Hortales  Co.  accounts  of,  to  be  adjufted,  -  ibid, 

Hofpital-department,  monthly  pay  and  fubfiflence-money  allowed 

to  officers  of,  in  lieu  of  pay  and  rations,  18 
commutation  for  half-pay  to  be  calculated 
to  officers  of,  -  192 

Howell  Mr.  declaration  and  proteft  of,  -  33 

motion  of,  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  Congrefs,  35 
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Howell,  fuel]  extracts  from  Dr.  franklin’s  letters  as  fliall  be  point- 

-  ed  out  by,  to  be  laid  before  Congrefs,  1  '  ,9 

copies  of  them  to  be  delivered  to-  „ 

capt.  further  inquifition  into  the  murder  of  tn  KP  *  rn  i 

*zp!2Tid'  aid-.e-cainp  to  ueraI  7 

Import,  duties  upon,  -  _  "  10 

tbe  realons  that  recommended  duties  upon,  recapitulated  146 

objections  by  the  Hate  of  Rhode-llland  anfwered,  ’ 
on  imported  goods,  an  eftimate  of, 

Indemnification  to  officers  in  the  army  recommended, 

Im  ‘an  aff"US’  ,CoL  John  ,A1,an  re-appointed  fuperintendant  of, 
tor  the  eartern-department, 

repoi  t  ol  committee  on,  conlidered, 

report  of  a  committee  on, 

Indians  to  be  informed  of  the  ceffation  of  hoftilities, 
debts  due  to,  to  be  difeharged, 

■wants  of  the  friendly,  to  be  fupplied, 

the  fidelity  and  attachment  of  the  Oneida  and  Tufcarora 
chiefs  commended, 

application  of  the  Hate  of  Pennfylvania  for  holding  a  con- 
ference  with,  confidered,  -  269  319 

a  proclamation  prohibiting  tranfadions  with,  without 
the  authority  of  Congrefs, 

fale  of  fuch  goods  as  may  be  neceflary  for  fupplying,  at  a 
propoled  negociation,  to  be  fufpended,  '  . 
a  convention  to  be  held  with, 

Inhabitants,  an  account  of  tbe  number  of,  in  each  Hate,  to  be  de- 
Itvered  to  Congrefs, 

Inftru&ions  to  the  commiffioner  appointed  to  fettle  accounts  with 

the  rtate  of  Virginia, 

to  major  Jacklon,  refpe&ing  the  mutineers, 

Invalid  corps,  a  rtate  of,  to  be  laid  before  Congrefs, 

Irwin  John ,  petition  of,  confidered, 

Ihues,  accounts  of,  to  the  feveral  officers,  to^  be  furnifhed  for  the 
adjurtment  of  their  accounts, 

Jefferson  hon.  Thomas ,  to  have  accefs  to  the  feveral  offices, 

lervice  of,  difpenfed  with, 

Jones  capt.  John  Paul,  for  his  lervices  to  be  recommended  to  his 

excellency  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil, 
recommended  to  the  minirter  plenipotenti¬ 
ary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of 
Verlailles,  as  agent  to  folicit  for  pay¬ 
ment  to  the  officers  and  crews  for  all 
prizes  taken  in  Europe, 

to  be  provided  witli  a  paflage  to  France,  ibid. 
Jordon  John ,  a  leaman,  difahled  in  a&ion,  allowance  to  be  made 
to,  for  life,  -  _  _  2^9 

Kelclamond ,  memorial  of,  confidered,  -  _  233 

Kingston ,  copies  of  the  aft  refpeding  the  ceffion  of,  to  Congrefs, 
to  be  tran  fm  it  ted  to  the  executives  of  the  refpe&ive  rtates, 
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Knox  major-general,  to  be  allowed  the  pay  of  a  major-general  in 
a  feparate  department  during  his  command  at  Weft-Point, 
Kosciusko  colonel,  promoted  to  brigadier-general,  -  303 

Lands,  mode  of  eftimating  in  the  United  States,  -  88 

Langburn  William ,  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel,  286 

Laumoy  brigadier-general,  commended,  -  -  300 

to  be  provided  with  a  paffage  to  France,  3  10 
Laurens  the  hon.  Henry ,  permitted  to  return  to  America,  129 

Lauzun ,  fhip  Due  de,  requefl  of  the  minifter  of  France  refpeding 

the  loan  of,  complied  with,  -  -  142 

Duke  de,  approbation  of  Congrefs  expreffed  refpeding,  187 
Lee  Arthur,  permitted  to  deliver  up  loan  certificates,  -  lg 

L' Enfant  captain,  promoted  to  major  by  brevet,  -  189 

Letter,  from  the  fpeaker  of  the  lower  houfe  of  aflembly  of  Rhode- 

Ifland,  -  -  27 

objections  contained  in  anfwered,  -  .  152 

extrad  of,  from  Dr.  Franklin,  refpeding  foreign  loans,  158 
from  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  refpeding 
foreign  loans,  -  _ 

from  the  commander  in  chief,  refpeding  anonymous  let¬ 
ters,  - 

extrad  of  a  letter  from  the  commander  in  chief,  dated 
the  Pafiaick  falls, 

Letters  between  the  commander  in  chief  and  fir  Guy  Carleton, 
refpeding  violation  of  articles,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  minif¬ 
ter  plenipotentiary  in  Europe, 

Lewis  Morgan ,  claim  of,  to  permanent  rank  and  emoluments  of 
a  colonel  not  admitted,  - 

Lincoln  major-general,  refignation  of,  as  fecretary  at  war  ac¬ 
cepted,  his  merit  commended,  and  his  continuance  to  difeharge 
the  duties  of  the  office  intended, 

Livingston  Mr.  refigns  his  office  of  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs, 

Loans  from  his  1110ft  Chriftian  majefty,  copy  of  the  contrad  ref- 
peding,  - 

from  fundries,  copy  of  the  contrad  refpe&ing, 

Lottery,  letters  and  tickets  in  the  hands  of  the  poft-mafter-ge- 

neral,  neceffary  for  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts  of,  to  be 
delivered  up  free, 

Lowell  Mr.  John ,  eleded  one  of  the  judges  for  the  court  of  ap¬ 
peals  in  cafe  of  capture,  .  L 

Magazines  to  be  ereded  above  the  falls  of  Tames  River  Vir¬ 
ginia, 

Majefty,  his  moft  Chriftian,  conduft  of,  fufficient  to  infpire  ab¬ 
horrence  of  acts  derogatory  to  the  principles  of  the 
alliance, 

Britannic,  execution  on  the  part  of,  of  certain  articles 
.  stipulated  with,  confidered, 

violation  of  articles  ftipulated  by,  to  be  made  the  fub- 
jed  of  remonftrance, 

M‘Renzic  James ,  a  feaman  difablcd  in  adion,  allowance  to  be 
made  to. 
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Ma  rine,  agent  of,  to  fet  all  naval  pri foners  at  liberty, 

authority  of,  refpedling  public  a’oufes  or  private  injuries 
committed  by  captains  of  privateers,  &c. 
fituation  of  the  treafury  unfavourable  to  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of,  upon  a  refpe£lable  footing, 
department,  accounts  of  perfons  in,  to  be  adjufted  by 
the  commilTioner  for  fettling  the  accounts  of, 

Jofeph  Pennel,  Efq;  appointed  commiflioner  to  fettle 
the  accounts  of, 

Memorials  of  brigadier-general  Hazen  confidered, 

Lieutenant  Ignace  Penet, 

Lieutenant  Lifter,  - 

Mrs.  Grace  Mercer, 

Stephen  Moore,  - 

commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania, 

Minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  notification  of,  refpe&ing 
the  capitulants  of  St.  Chriftoplier’s,  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lillied,  -  - 

plenipotentiary  of  their  high  mightineffes  the  ftates  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  Netherlands,  admitted  to  an  audience, 
directions  refpecling  his  admiflion, 
his  letter  of  credence, 
anfwer  thereto,  -  -  ibidt 

Morris  Mr.  fubftance  of  the  conference  with,  refpecling  his  con¬ 
tinuance  in  office,  -  -  -  180 

Mortimer  Dr.  Charles ,  account  of,  to  be  fettled,  -  123 

Murnand  major,  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  261 

Mutiny  of  troops  in  Pennfylvania,  refolutions  refpecling,  206 

in  confequence  of,  Congrefs  remove  to  Princeton,  ibid* 

the  fpirit  dilcovered  by  citizens  to  fupport  good  govern¬ 
ment,  applauded,  -  -  212,  216,  237 

an  ambiguity  complained  of  in  the  report  of  a  committee, 
refpedling,  removed, 

execution  of  the  fentences  againft  the  feveral  offenders 
convidled  of,  to  be  fufpended, 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  refpe&ing, 
to  be  laid  before  Congrefs, 
an  aCt  of  pardon  in  their  favor, 

acquittal  of  capt.  Chriftie,  capt.  Symonds  and  lieut.  Huf- 
ton,  confirmed,  - 

thanks  of  Congrefs  to  major-general  Howe  for  the  pru¬ 
dence  with  which  he  conducted  the  enquiry  into,  ibid. 

Nantucket ,  draught  of  an  ordinance  in  confequence  of  a  memo¬ 
rial  from  the  inhabitants  of,  -  -  113 

draught  of  a  pafiport  agreed  to,  -  120 

New -Hampshire  grants,  proceedings  of  the  people  inhabiting,  re- 
folved  upon,  -  - 

New-Tork ,  evacuation  of,  not  to  be  retarded, 

North  capt.  promoted  to  major  by  brevet, 

Officers,  an  account  of  the  names  and  titles  of  all,  in  the  civil  lift 
department,  and  in  the  civil  and  military  ftaff,  to  be  laid  before 
Congrefs,  - 
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Ogden  col.  leave  of  abfence  granted  to,  to  go  to  Europe,  142 

Order  quedion  of,  moved,  and  palled  in  the  negative,  ^ 

Ordinance,  to  amend  an  ordinance  refpefting  the  poll-office,  38 

for  edablifhing  courts  for  the  trial  ot  piracies,  See.  109 
draught  of,  refpe&ing  the  memorial  from  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Nantucket,  -  -  114 

prohibiting  the  purchafe  and  lettlement  of  certain 
lands,  read,  -  -  -  2o3 

referred  to  a  grand  committee,  -  246 

proclamation  reported  by  it,  -  -  274 

Outrages  unauthorized  by  the  laws  of  war,  an  account  of,  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  -  103 

Paca  W.  religns  his  office  of  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes 
of  capture,  -  -  -  1 6 

Packets,  not  to  carry  goods  or  merchandizes,  -  200 

Pafiport,  abufe  of,  by  the  Britifh  complained  of,  -  82 

without  grounds,  -  -  100 

Pay-mader-general  to  furnifh  the  fecretary  at  war  with  accounts 
of  all  the  pay  received  by  the  army,  -  16 

Peck  major  William ,  depreciation  of,  ordered  to  be  fettled,  2T 

Pennel  Joseph ,  Efq;  appointed  commiffionerto  fettle  the  accounts 
of  the  marine-department,  -  -  203 

Phelps  Charles ,  petition  of,  conlidered,  -  11 

Piracies  and  felonies  on  the  high-feas,  courts  edabliffiea  for  the 
trial  of,  -  -  -  109 

Pollock  Oliver ,  refolutions  on  the  memorial  and  accounts  of,  133,  188 

compenfation  allowed  to,  for  extraordinary  fervices,  ibid* 
Poflage  of  letters  paid  by  miniflers  at  foreign  courts,  chargeable 
to  the  United  States,  -  -  193 

Pod-mader-general  to  continue  the  fouthern  pod  to  Savannah,  in 

Georgia,  -  40 

authorized  to  appoint  a  deputy  to  attend  the 
army,  -  -  131 

to  pay  Mr.  Alvey,  -  -  186 

Pofl-office,  draught  of  a  fupplementary  ordinance  for  regulating, 

read  and  re-committed,  -  17 

an  ordinance  for  amending  it,  -  -39 

all  letters  to  and  from  the  heads  of  departments  free,  106 
department,  in  fettling  the  accounts  of,  retrofpeCt  to 
be  given  to  the  allowance  for  travelling  expen fes,  32 

Pods  frontier,  directions  to  the  commander  in  chief  refpeCting,  191 
Princeton ,  Congrefs  affemble  at,  -  -  206 

Prifoners  naval,  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  -  135 

Privateers,  agent  of  marine  authorized  refpe&ing  public  abufes 
or  private  injuries  committed  by,  -  -  198 

Proclamation  of  a  ceffation  of  arms  between  the  United  States 

and  his  Britannic  majedy,  -  -  134 

lor  a  day  of  thankfgiving,  -  -  312 

difeharging  the  army,  .  .  3 1 3 

Putnam  col.  Jfufus ,  promoted  to  brigadier,  -  $4 
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21 


37,  38 


Quakers,  deputation  from  the  yearly  meeting  of*,  delivered  an  ad- 
drels  to  Congrefs,  -  .  og7 

OHaner-mafte^neral  to  furnilh  all  extraordinary  expreffes, '  40 

I\l  a  cl  Mr.  George,  elefted  one  of  the  judges  for  the  court  of  an- 
peals  in  cafes  of  capture,  -  * 

Re-capture  of  horfes,  claimed  by  the  original  owners,  cafe"  of. 

Recommendations  of  Congrefs  to  the  United  States'  viz. 

lv)  tK:1dniit  to  the  commander  in  chief  an  account  of  any 
outrages  committed  by  the  enemy,  -  _ y 

t0;-f  Congrefs  with  a  power  of  levying  duties  upon  im- 

to  edablifh  effectual  and  fubfiantial  revenues  for  the  dif- 

charge  of  interefl  and  principal  of  all  the  debts  contracted 
for  lupporting  the  war, 

to  comply  with  former  refolutions  relative  to  the  ceffion  of 
territorial  claims, 

to  authorize  their  delegates  to  ratify  an  alteration  made  in 
tne  eighth  article  of  the  confederation, 


10 


139 


140 

141 

-  - ,  -  ibid, 

refpectmg  literary  property,  -  lg9 

to  pals  laws  to  indemnify  officers  of  the  army  for  damages 
clone,  ••  _  ^ 

to  the  date  of  New-York,  to  receive  Canadian  refugees  and 
others  as  citizens,  -  .  _ 

to  the  executive  thereof,  refpeding  the  pay  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Varick,  - 

t0  dates  ot  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Georgia,  to  fend 
delegates  to  Congrefs,  -  _ 

^  lome  departure  in,  from  federal  conditution  unavoidable, 

Report  of  a  committee  for  tranfmitting  to  the  executive  of  Rhode- 
llland  extradls  of  public  letters  from  Europe, 
lie  pi  t  fentation  of  the  dates  in  Congrefs,  the  neceffity  of  making 
up  the  deficiency  in,  - 

Retaliation  to  be  made  tor  adfs  of  cruelty  or  violence  committed 
by  the  Britiih,  ... 

Revenue,  report  on, 

collectors  of,  to  be  appointed  by  the  dates  within  which 
their  offices  are  to  be  refpe&ively  exercifed, 
an  annual  account  of  the  proceeds  and  applications  of, 
to  be  tran fmitted  to  the  feveral  dates, 

Rochambeau  his  excellency,  and  army  under,  commended, 

Salaries  of  the  miniders,  See.  of  the  United  States  in  Europe,  to 
be  efhmated  in  dollars,  and  paid  in  bills  of  exchange  upon  France 
and  Holland,  - 

Savannah  inhabitants  of,  Britifh  fubje&s,  permitted  to  difpofe  of 
their  goods,  - 

Scbermcrborn  Mr.  memorial  of,  confidered, 

Secretary  at  war  to  tranfmit  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs  refpecl- 

ing  the  Indian  nations,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  188 
to  lay  before  Congrefs  monthly  returns  of  officers  and 
men  in  fervlce,  during  the  year  1782,  -  102 
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oecretary  at  war,  to  report  meafures  for  reducing  the  expenfes  in 

the  war  department,  -  1  ]  3  j 

to  take  immediate  meafures  for  removing  the  lines  of 
Virginia,  Maryland,  See.  to  places  within  their  ref- 
peddive  hates,  -  .  I44 

to  furlough  the  troops  of  Pennfylvania,  See.  201 

authorized  to  eredl  magazines  in  Virginia,  above  the 
falls  of  James  river,  -  - 

for  foreign  affairs,  to  forward  to  the  Britifh  general  and 
admiral,  papers  refpe&ing  the  capture  of  a  flag,  187 
authorized  to  communicate  to  the  minifters  of  foreign 
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200 
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71 
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69 
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powers,  . 

to  communicate  with  the  minifler  of  France  on  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  army  under  Rochambeau, 

Sergeant  capt.  IVmthrop ,  promoted  to  major  by  brevet, 

Ships  of  war  not  to  be  laden  with  goods  or  merchandizes, 

Scbriber  capt.  refolution  on  letter  of, 

Sbreve  col.  memorial  of,  confidered, 

States-general,  their  high  mightineffes,  treaty  of  amity  and  com¬ 
merce  between,  and  the  United  States, 
a  convention  between,  and  the  United  States  ref- 
pedting  veffels  re-captured, 
forms  of  ratifications, 
proclamation  thereof, 

in  confequence  of  treaty,  form  of  apaffport  to  fhips,  79 
of  a  certificate,  9 

of  a  fea-letter,  5  ibid, 

States  butted)  recommendation  to,  viz.  to  take  the  mod  effectual 

meafures  to  maintain  a  full  renrefentation  in 
Congrefs, 

to  adjufl  and  difeharge  the  deficiencies  on  the  ad¬ 
ditional  pay  of  officers  in  the  army,  taken  from 

the  line  to  adl  in  the  departments  of  the  gene- 
ral-ftaff,  -  _ 

legiflatures  of,  to  be  feverally  addreffed  on  the  ne- 

eeffity  of  their  complying  with  the  requifitions 
ot  Eongrefs, 

faith  of,  pledged  for  the  obfervance  of  a  certain 
reiolution, 

recommendation  to,  viz.  to  be  feverally  called 
upon  to  fettle  with  their  refpe<ffive  lines  of  the 
army  up  to  Auguff,  1780, 

required  to  fufpend  enliftments  for  the  army, 

ceffation  of  arms  between,  and  his  Britannic  ina¬ 
nity, 

an  addrefs  to,  hy  Congrefs, 

not  in  Congrefs,  to  he  informed  that  it  is  indif- 

penhble  they  fhould  fend  forward  a  delegation,  21° 

attention  of,  to  be  recalled  to  the  refolutions  to 

facilitate  the  payment  of  the  notes  ifTued  to  the 
army, 
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States  United ,  for  the  confiderations  of  the  add  refs  and  recom¬ 
mendations  of  Congrefs,  fuch  of  the  legiflatures 
of,  as  are  neither  fitting  nor  about  to  fit  foon, 
to  be  earneftiy  defired  to  convene,  -  191 

authority  of,  in  Congrefs  aifembled,  infulted  by 
the  menacing  appearance  of  a  body  of  armed 
foldiers,  -  -  -  206 

treaty  of  amity  and  commence  between,  and  his 
m  a  jetty  the  king  of  Sweden,  -  -  218 

Massachusetts ,  report  of  a  grand  committee  on  the  letter  from 

the  legiflature  of,  confidered,  -  63 

report  of  a  committtee  on  a  letter  from  the  legi¬ 
flature  of,  confidered,  -  262,  274 

line,  proceedings  refpeding  the  paying  the  officers 
and  foldiers  of,  difcharged  on  furlough,  212 

Rbode-Island ,  deputation  from  Congrefs  to,  refolved  upon,  25 

copy  of  a  letter  to  be  fent  with  it,  -  26 

letter  from  the  fpeaker  of  the  lower  houfe  of  af- 
fembly  of,  to  Congrefs  and  proceedings  thereon,  27 
deputation  to,  to  proceed  as  loon  as  poffible,  3,1 

fufpended,  40 

New -York)  copies  of  the  act  of  the  legiflature  of,  refpeding  the 
ceffion  of  Kingfton,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  refpedive  ttates,  199 
New- Jersey ,  remonttrances  of  the  flate  of,  -  -  204 

Pennsylvania,  memorial  of  the  commonwealth  of,  confidered,  83 

requetted  to  indemnify  colonel  Broadhead  againft 
adions  depending  againft  him,  -  129 

refolutions  of  the  ftate  of,  refpeding  proceedings 
and  recommendations  of  Congrefs,  245,  246,  247 
refpeding  the  holding  of  a  conference  with  the 
Indians,  -  -  -  271 

inftrudions  to  the  delegates  from,  confidered,  269 
Delaware ,  the  executive  of  the  ftate  of,  requetted  to  give  direc¬ 
tions  for  providing  quarters  for  the  troops  of  his  inoft  Chrif- 

tian  m  a  jetty,  -  -  S1 

Maryland ,  copies  of  the  ads  of  the  legiflature  of,  to  be  tranl- 

mitted  to  the  refpedive  ttates,  -  -  200 

Virginia,  repeal  of  an  ad  of  the  legiflature  of,  to  enable  Congrefs 

to  lay  a  duty  on  merchandizes  and  prizes,  -  82 

refolution  of  the  general  aftembly  of,  refpeding  the 
ihipment  of  tobacco,  -  -  92 

ceffion  of  territory  by,  confidered,  199,  203,  253 

ttate  of,  permitted  to  keep  up  two  armed  veffels  fer  the 
defence  of  its  trade,  -  -  2^ 

North -Carolina,  part  of  the  troops  of,  with  officers  to  command, 
to  be  retained  in  fervice,  -  -  ~  5 

Statue  equeftrian,  to  be  ereded  in  honor  of  general  Waffiington,  235 
Steuben  baron  de,  entitled  to  the  dittinguiffied  notice  of  Congrefs,  4 1 

a  film  to  be  advanced  to,  to  enable  him  to  take 
the  field  another  campaign,  -  tbtd. 

Stewart  lieutenant,  accounts  of,  ordered  to  be  paid,  -  33? 
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Stirling  major-general  lord,  death  of,  and  encomium  on,  _ 
Stoddard  Dr.  Darius,  account  of,  to  be  adjufted  and  liquidated, 
Subfiftcnce-money  to  be  allowed  to  officers  in  the  army  in  lieu  of 
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Sweden ,  a  treaty  between  his  majedy,  king  of,  and  the  United 

States  —  — 

Taxes,  the  refpedtive  dates  to  be  called  upon  to  forward, 

Tern  ant  lieutenant-colonel,  memorial  ot,  confidered, 

promoted  to  colonel, 

Territory,  ceflion  of,  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  confi¬ 
dered,  -  “  203, 

a  motion  refpeaing  fuch  as  lies  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  feveral,  and  within  the  limits  ot  the  United 
States, 

Tichenor ,  letters  of,  to  be  tranfmitted,  and  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  the  date  of  New-Hamplhire,  - 
Tobacco,  exportation  of  a  quantity  of,  from  Virginia,  under  paii- 
ports  of  Congrefs,  confidered, 

Treafury,  amount  of  money  in,  for  the  year  1782, 

Treaty,  between  their  high  mightineffes  the  dates  general  of  the 
Netherlands  and  the  United  States, 
between  his  majedy  the  king  of  Sweden  and  the  United 

States,  -  ~ 

amendments  to  be  required  ot  inaccuracies  in, 

a  proclamation  of,  - 
feparate  articles  of, 

Veffels  armed,  all  on  the  annunciation  of  a  general  peace  recalled,  122 
Villefranche  major,  promoted  by  brevet,  -  -  189 

Walke  Thomas ,  letter  of,  ordered  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  -  -  -  260 

W ar  department,  meafures  to  be  reported  for  reducing  expenfes  in,  1 3 1 
Washington  his  excellency  general,  authorized,  on  Britidi  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  laws  of  war,  to  demand  fatisfa&ion, 
if  refufed,  to  retaliate, 

an  account  of  fuch  violations  to  he  tranfmitted  to 

him,  -  -  - 

a  difcretionary  power  given  to,  of  granting  fur¬ 
loughs  or  difcharges,  -  -  144 

letter  of  dr  Guy  Carle  ton  referred  to,  -  ibid* 

letter  from,  refpedting  anonymous  papers  circulated 
in  the  army,  - 

refpedting  the  proceedings  of  the  grand  convention 
of  the  officers, 

extradt  from  a  reprefen tation  made  by,  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  Congrefs  at  the  army, 
of  a  letter  from,  refpedting  the  reduction  of  regi¬ 
ments,  -  177 

addrefs  of,  to  the  ofdcers  of  the  army  reflecting 
anonymous  papers,  -  -  180 

to  continue  to  remondrate  to  dr  Guy  Carleton  ref- 
pedling  negroes  leaving  New- York,  -  195 
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Washington,  to  grant  furloughs  to  foldiers  enlifled  to  ferve  dur^ 

in g  the  war,  _  uur~ 

a  committee  appointed  to  confer  with,  on  the  peace 
arrangement,  and  to  report  the  manner  of  re¬ 
ceiving  him  in  Congrefs,  . 

an  equeftrian  ftatue  to  be  erefted  to,  . "  ,7„  , 

a  Congrefs'36  e”gHSed  for>  durinS  his  attendance  on 

to  make  application  to  his  Britannic  maieftv’s  ire  236 
nerals,  resetting  the  delivery  of  archived,  re¬ 
cords,  &c.  belonging  to  any  of  the  United  States,  242 

ns  excellency  general,  introduced  to  Congrefs,  and 
.  addreffed  by  the  prefident,  _  b  ’  .... 

his  excellency’s  reply,  .  _ 

to  have  accefs  to  the  fecret  papers  of  Congrefs,  26 1* 
to  reward  the  fidelity  of  his  guards,  by  prefenting 
them  with  their  horfes  and  accoutrements,  285 


